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PREFACE, ' Q

a very extenfive fyllabus of it under the title of Doélrina
ds Morbis Venereis. His plan, however, is confidera
ably different from the prefent one; and, in the view
of his fubject, Mr Plenck has included almolt every
difeafe, by marking the venereal virus as its caufe’

fo that, in this way, no juft and precife idea of its

nature can be formed. At Paris, alfo, a courfe of
the fame kind is regulasly continued every feafon by
Mr Fabre; and in London Mr John Hunter was
the firft who pointed out the importance of fuch a
plan, by dwelling in a particular manner "on this
difeafe in the courfe of le€tures he delivers on
{urgery.

BuT though we thus contend, that for the progrefs
of medicine the prattice of individuals fhould be very '
much limited, we would by no means wifh it inferred,
that the preparatory knowledge, or education in gene~
ral, of thofe of the profeflion fhould be contracted in
the fame degree. Medicine is not an art; it 1s a {cience
conne€ted with many others 3 and requiring, for a pro-
per knowledge of it, an acquaintance with philofophy
and moft branches of polite literature. Were the edu-
cation, then, to be confined in the fame manner

a5 we would wifh its practice, it would naturally be

giving






In tracing the hiftory of moft difeafes, certain cir-
cumitances attend their origin which we cannot altoge- '
ther account for. This is particularly the cafe in the
venereal difeafe; and its appearance in Europe is per-
haps the moft remarkable wra to be met with in the
annals of medicine. From its very firft attack it became
an object of very general attention ; and though it has
fhared the fame in every age, its nature is {till lefs un-
derftood than that of moft others which have been lefs
attended to. . This perhaps arofe partly from the early
acquaintance with the ufe of mercury, from the fuccefs
of which practitioners foon entertained the idea of this
mineral .heing an antidote for the venereal poifon ;
while, from the rapid progrefs of the difeafe, and the
number of its viclims, its treatment becoming a pro-
fitable employment, intereft foon found it for its ad-
vantage to conceal the means of cure; and chemiftry
then beginning to be in vogue, fupplied it with the
means of doing this. Thus.,men:ur}r under. various
forms, which eluded detection and increafed its activity,
was ufhered into the world under the name of different
fpecifics of infallible operation; and while phyﬁcians.
every where elfe difclaim empivicifm from their prag-
tice, it is unluckily continued here even to the prefent.

day. Baron Van Ssvieten very juftly remarks, that
little






PREFACE. 13

fine entirely to the prefent difeafe. It will apply to the
whole of medicine ; and the beft proof of its veracity
;s the conftant fluctuation of opinion on the nature

of difeafes which every age difcovers, and which,

were the facts whereon they are founded juft, could
not happen. A preconceived opinion mifleads our
judgment ; and theory haftily formed, inftead of be-

ing a deduction {from real practice, 1s too often its

guide.

THE intention, then, of the prefent work is to al-
~ certain, as far as poflible, the principles of cure in thig
difeafe. On this account we fhall not enter very fully
into' its hiftory. This, however, is done fo ably by
Mr Hunter, that it would indeed be unneceflary. We |
mean not by it to enter the lifts with an author of fuch
eminence. His acutenefs of obfervation, and extenfive
experience in the prefent complaints, render his publi-
cation a2 moft valuable acquifition, and from which
praltitioners in general will derive the greateft infor-
mation. If, however, we may be allowed to hazard
our {fentiments, Mr Hunter’s work feems better calcu-
lated for the more experienced of the profeflion than for
- thofe who are as yet ftudents.

Iy












INTRODUCTION.

Il

"I HE Venereal Difeafe hardly admirs a
general definition. It is neceflary,
however, to attempt one; and it may per-
haps be confidered as “ a certain cachectic
ftate of body, difplayed in ulcerations
of particelar parts, having at firft a red
purplith appearance, in the form of efllo-
refcence ; and at laft, when afluming the
proper ulcerated form, emitting a peculiar
greenifh-yellow difcharge ; and this con~
ftitutional ftate is commonly preceded by

various topical affections of the genital
fyftem.”

B 11,






INTROCUCTION. 19

from its moft fimple form to 1ts more
complicated {tate,

1V.

Tuke nature of the venereal virus, like
that of moft poifons, we are unacquainted
with. When applied, however, to the
furface of the body, we find it produce
thofe effeéts which conftitute the different
forms of the prefent difeafe; and in order
to their produ&ion, it requires to be,

1. In a ftate of fluidity.

2. In contact with the furface it affects,
And, -

3. Applied while this furface is in ace

tion,

Ve bo
Wit refpect to the firft of thefe, all

“poifons, we obferve, can only adt in a
volatile or fluid ftate. ‘In the former, they
produce moft commonly particular fpecies
of the exanthemara; in thelatter, of the ca<
chexiz. And though, from the noveley
of the difeafe at firft, the contagion of this

B malady
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abforbents, which ere@ion produces, we
confider as highly neceffary to the abforp-
tion of the virus, or production of the dif-
cafe. In fupport of this opinion, it is re-
marked by Mr Cruikfhank, that even in
the application of medicines this circum-
ftance requires attention ; for he has ob=
ferved, that in the evening, where, from
a collapfed ftate of the abforbents, or want
of difpofition to a&k, the introdudlion of
fuch fubftances into the furface could not
beeffeCted, it hashappened with the greatet
eafe in the morning, when this ftate was
removed. .

VL

Tue feveral ways, then, in which the .
prefent difeafe is received, is by expofure
of the furface in this ftate, either in coi-.
tion, kifling, fuckling, or the treatment
of venereal fores. And to underftand fome-
thing of its general action in thefe ways,
it 18 proper to be a little acquainted with
the nature of furfaces, or the primary
parts on which its operation is difplayed.
B3 VIE

=]







" INTRODUCTION, 23

¢hick bland mucus to defend it from irri-
tation, thus counterading its natural {en-
fibility, and impeding in its progrefs the
paflage of any noxious matter applied to
fit; and this we ftile a Mucous Surface,
The porous or exhalant {urface, again, is
covered with the common {kin, and ad-
mits only an infenfible exfudation from
the extremities of its organifed pores ;
while, from its leflened fenfibility, it is
only affe@ed by circumftances exciting in
it a fate favourable to abforption (XL.)

VIIL

From this firuGture the fecreting {ur~
faces are moft favourable for the reception
of the venereal virus; and the infeGtion is
commonly received in them either by kif-
fing or coition.

IX.

In kifling, it affe@s fomewhere about
the lips orfa feriferous furface; and difplays
itfelf, when introduced in this way, with
greater virulence than when received by
B4 any

-
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a ready folvent to the miner;ﬂ, and of
courfe increafing its a@tivity here, ulcera-
cons form from the remedy itfelf; and
¢his folvent power is farther confirmed by
¢he experiments of Mr Plenck. Hence the
ufe of the falivary fecretion is in fome
meafure afcertained, both as giving acti-
vity to the organ of tafte, and ferving alfo
in fome degree to the digeftion of the ali-
ment. -

b,

In coition, the virus is depofited on 2
fecreting furface of both kinds. 1. Itis
depofited on a feriferous furface when
chancre affe@ts the prepuce or neighbour-
ing parts; but its fenfibility is here lefs
than in the former fituation, from the
friction which attends the ufe of thefe parts
blunting its natural delicacy, and from its
fecretion being in fuch fmall quantity as
to have little effe@; fo that in time it
comes to approach fomewhat in point of
infenfibility to the porous or exhalant. In
young fubjecls, however, on a firft infec-
/ U1 tion,
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e INTRODUCTION,

tion, chancre here frequently proceeds

with a rapidity equal to the former (1X.)
2. Its effe@s, again, on a mucous fur=-
face, or the membrane of the urethra, are
very different from either of the former
(IX. XL.): for, in confequence of the irri-
tation here, merely an increafed difcharge
of the natural fecretion takes place; which
blunting the effet of its primary afion,
a lefion of furface is thus prevented, as
occurs in the former (X1.). And its con-
fequences confift for the moft part in no~
thing further than fimple irritation: as 2
proof of which we find, that on the firl
fenfations of its action here, by the ufe
of a ftimulant injection, occafioning a dif=
charge of mucus, the difeafe is frequently
entirely removed. At the fame time, it is
not to be concealed, that from a {urface of
this kind, being naturally weak on any ex-
cefs of irritation, it is liable to have alefion
of it produced, or to go into ulceration ;
and even where it is {trong, if the fecretion
of matter upon it is long continued, it may
alfo induce the fame effe@. Hence the pro-
3 priety
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priety of preventing the long continuance
of gonorrheea, a pradtice formerly efteemed
neceflary to the fuccefs of s cure.

XL,

Tus porous furface receives the intro-
du@ion of the virus either in coition or
{fuckling : and in both thefe cafes, that
ftate of the abforbents formerly contended
for (V.) is remarkably di{played, owing to
the turgefcence of the paris in order to the
performance of their funétions; while, be-
fides the mere application of the virus and
even excited ftate of the lymphatics to re-
ceive it, a degree of frition is alfo con-
joined, which tends greatly to promote the
action of the virus, and increafe the fen-
fibility of the part,

XI1I,

HeNcE it may be concluded, that the
operation of the venereal poifon feems to
depend on the ftruéture of the furface re-
ceiving it being moft powerful on a feri-
ferous or the infide of the lips; lefsfoon a

porous
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wwill meet with numerous inftances in ay-
thors.

XI1V.

-~ Anorurr mode commonly enumera+
ted by moft writers on the {fubject is that
by generation; butit comes more properly
to be confidered in the fequel.

XV.

TuEsE, then, are the feveral circumftan-
ces, enumerated from IV, to XI1V. which
influence the introduion of the venereal
virus. And from the adtion it always dif~
plays on furfaces both in its local and
conftitutional {tage, different theories have
been formed to explain its feat and the rea~
{on of this peculiarity it difcovers.

XVIL,

OxE of the moft celebrated Theories on
this head was that of Dr Boerhaave, who
referred the feat of it to the Adipofe fub-
ftance being involved, he fuppofed, in that
oily fiuid wich which chat part of the hu-

mamnm
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fides, the pathology to which Boerhaave’s
theory leads is highly reprehenfible; as the
mode of praétice with him confifted in its
conftitutional ftage in a total diffolution of
every particle of the animal fat, which oc-
cafioned the moft extreme debility, hardly
to be recovered; in confequence of which,
the patient frequently funk under the ufe
of his remedies.

XVII,

A pATER theory than Dr Boerhaave’s
was one which referred the feat of the dif=
eafe, very juftly, to the mucous and lym-
phatic {yftems,land that from its artraétion
for thefe particular fluids. That it affeéts
only thefe fluids, we are clearly of opinion;
and that the different fecretions, nay the
blood itfelf, contrary to common theory,
remains uncontaminated. It has been
often alleged, that the milk communicates
the difeafe. This, however, we would
deny, unlefs a lzfion of fome portion of
the furface of the nipple fecreting that pus,
i which the difeafe appears always invol-
g ved,

el
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XI1X,

Tue firt effeés of it to be remarked
are itchinefs; then a change of this to a
degree of pain, with the other interme-
diate fenfations which arife from the pre=-
{ence of irritation. Some {mall tendency
to inflammation then appears; and the
~termination of this is marked by an alte-
ration in the ftructure of the part, chan-
ging the nature of the fluid it contains to
that of the original caufe producing this
ftate. '

XX.

From thefe {ymptoms, then, we infer,
that the nervous power or energy of the
part receives fome peculiar alteration ; in
confequence of which, a fecretion connec-
- ted with {the ftate of the living principle
in the part is formed. The ftate of the
fluid itfelf has been the chief circumftance -
attended to in attempting its explanation;
and the peculiarity it hereby acquires,

G termed
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it is not the quantity of matter which oc~
cafions the degree of this alteration, but
the ftate of the fenfible fibre to be influ-
enced by its altion: and hence that variety
it difplays in different conftitutions ; for
it is obferved, that from the {fame woman
different men will have the difeafe with
different degrees of violence.

XXI.

In what this change producing aflimi-
lation confifts, is a matter of much dif-
ficulty to explain. Bat though we can-
not afcertain the {pecific ftate, we can yet
- mark the particular phenomena with
which it feems conngcted.—<—Thefe we
find to be,

1. An increafed determination to the
part.

2. An extravaflation of its fluids. And,

3. Their retention.

XXIL.

TuE firlt effe@ of the action of all bo-
dies on the nervous {yftem, is an increafed
Ca2 determination

=
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¢ravafation enfues, or the depofition of part
of them into the cellular membrane.

XXI1V,

WueREVER fluids are extravafated
{XXIIL), they are no longer affeéted by
_ the vital principle of the part. They are
fubjected then to the fame laws with in-
animate matter; and a new change is then
produced, the effet merely of heat and
retention. This change 1s what conftitutes
properly fermentation, and procduces a pe-
culiar acrimony or {uperadded fiate, erod-
ing the teguments of the part; and which
in its various degrees has been named Pus,
Ichor, &c. But this ftate we confider only,
in the prefent cafe, as an additional cir-
cumftance; and it is the prior one which
diftinguithes more efpecially the aétion of
a {pecific morbid caufe. In the acute poi-
fons, this laft procefs does not feem necef-
fary to the ation of the virus: for the
clear lymph of {mall-pox is found to fuc-
ceed beft in inoculatiun; and there are
many inftances of this difeafe without even

C3 puftules







INTRODUCTION, 39

.' more apparent. * It is often, however, dif-
ficultto determine whether it proceeds from
this caufe, or a real abforption has taken
place. The {welling arifing from it is ge-
nerally marked by a {oftnefs, a flownefs of
progrefs, and a dlight fenfation of pain in
proportion to its fize. It requires com-
monly no particular treatment, unlefs very
' violent, when the fimple means of obviat-
ing common inflammation fucceed ; but
more ufnally it deparcs in the courfe of a
few days, as {foon as the more violent{{ymp-
toms of irritation in the part producing it
abate. This fympathetic inflammation
{eems an increafe of the powers of the part
aroufed, to prevent the occurrence of
difeafe. Hence Mr Hunter has obferved,
that {fuch inflammations prevent the ten-
dency to abfurptmn. As 1t 1s difficule,

however, in moft cafes depending on the
~ action of poifons, to afcertain whether the
inflammation is {pecific or merely {ympa-
thetic, and as we are afraid of the former
taking place, in our management we are

Csg - generally
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sndeavoured to confirm it {till farther, by
the nature of the remedies employed in 18
cure, which, they obferved, was effected
by alkaline falts and mercury, a mineral
having a ftrong tendency to abforb acids,
Others, again, have fuppofed ita lixivian
alkali: and in fupport of it they remark,
on the contrary, that it is cured by cor-
rofive fublimate, the a&ivity of which de-
pends on an acid. By many it has been
confidered as depending on the exiftence
of a peculiar fpecies of animalcules, which
they have termed Venereal. This theory,
fome years ago, gained ground in many
parts of Italy and France; being fupported
by Redi in his experiments to afcertain the
nature of the itch. But this is to be con-
fidered in fome meafure as an optical de-
ception: for all the fluids in the body dif=-
~ caver on examination the fame appearance;
and the venereal pus fubjeted to the mi-
crofcope thows no fenfible difference from
any other: fo that all difeafes, without
fome other difcriminating circumftance

marking
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liable to be affeéted by other irritatio;:s, are
yet eafily affected by this.

XXVIIL

The different fitnations and progrefs of
the venereal difeafe has rendered a very
common divifion of it to be made into its
Local and Conftitutional ftage. In the firft,
it difplays in almoft every conftitution a
greater degree of virulence and a more ra-
pid progrefs of its fymptoms, afluming the
form of acute difeafe. In the fecond,
from its previous {ecretion in glands, or,
what is fomething fimilar, its prefence for
{fome time in the general circulation, it
acquires a greater mildnefs, and lefs power

of irritation, partaking of the nature of
chronic difeafe,

XXIX.

In thefe different {tates, the feveral ve-
nereal affeCtions are always to be confidered
in fome degree as independent of each
oother, and as in no way conneéted in their
cure. Thus gonorrhoea may be removed

without
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without affe@ing chancre,—~lues without
gonorrheea, &c. ; and hence the neceflity
for regarding them as feparate difeafes.

XXX.

In particular fituations, the local effe@s
alfo of the venereal virus are fo trifling as
to be hardly obferved. Hence we find,
among writers of the firft authority, an
opinion prevail, that the poifon may enter
the body and produce lues without any
primary effe€t. Whether this is actually
the cafe, we cannot abfolutely determine:
but it is obferved, that moifture tends
greatly to diminifh the fenfibility of fur-
face; and that in thofe fitvations where
much moift cold weather prevails, its
local effe@ts are lefs confiderable. In fuch
fituations, the conftitutional infe&ion is
more frequently met with; and it was in
this ftate of weather the difeafe made 1its
firt appearance at Naples ; that feafon be-
ing remarked for exceffive rains and hazy
weaither, which produced famine through

moft parts of Italy: For theair, independ-
ent
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puide in practice. It is only thofe thas,
according to their degree, point out the
- prefence and ftate of the difeafe; and which
are to be confidered, therefore, as leading
ones that merit our attention. Thefe may
be reduced to the difcharge, heat of urine,
and cordee.

XXXIIL

Tue difcharge appears at firft thin and
lvmphatic ; being little altered, except in
its quantity, from the natural ftate. As
the inflammation increafes, it foon aflumes
a yellow or greenifh colour, flowing con~
{tantly from its orifice. When continu-
ing a certain time in this ftate, it then ac-
quires a more ropy and bland appearance ;
at laft changing to a difcharge of clear
lymph, as at firft, and at the fame time
gradually leflening in quantity.

The heat of urine is {eldom felt for fome
time after the appearance of the former
{fymptom. It is, however, much com-
plained of, when the difeafe is once fully
formed ; and renders the patient afraid to

void

L
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difplays to involve itfelf in this or a fimilar
fecreted matter.

3. From its being fometimes wathed off
by the urine ; which thows it originally,
when depofited, involved in this fluid.
And,

4. From the mucous glands being par-
ticularly large near the glans; from which
part, commonly within an inch and a half
of the orifice, the firft fymproms of pain
and difcharge proceed.

XXXVI,

 As the mucous glands, then, form the
feat of gonnorhcoea, with a view to the
practice of this difeale in defcribing the
ftructure of the urethra, 1t is properly di-
vided into two parts; the firft, extending
from the external orifice to the bulb, where
the {pecific aétion of the virus is commonly
difplayed, the mucous glands being here
moft numerous; the fecond, extending
from the bulb to the neck of the bladder,
being the feat of the different {ympathetic
affe@tions which arife in the progrefs of

| the
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intervenes between the reception of the
virus and the appearance of the difcharge.

2. No difcharge can take place con-
ftantly from thefe parts, as is the eafe
in g;_jnurrhﬂea, without one of two cir-
cumftances ; either an erofion, which can
only happen after a long continuance of
previous inflammation, and would be like-
wife here incurable; or elfe an ereion,
which only occurs at certain timés, at
which alone the difcharge is alfo pro=
duced. |

3. The mode of cure by injeGtions over-
turns this idea: for by them, we know,
the difcharge can be entirely reftrained;
which could not be the cafe were the dif-
cale in that fituation; as they can only a&
on the penis, and are preventéd by the
{tructure of the parts from reaching the |
veficulefeminales, or near the neck of the
bladder. |

4. The proftates are wanting in ma-
ny animals, as in dogs, which are fub-
jet to a difcharge of the fame appearance

from
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from the penis as the gonorrheea in men.
And, :

5. A&ual difletion has fhown thefe
parts unaffected.by the difeafe.

XXXVIIL

Tue firlt, then, who ventured to fuggeft
this opinion of the mucous glands being
principally the feat of the prefent com-
plaint, was Dr Cockburn, who wrote in the
beginning of the prefent century: and to
this opinion he was led by obfervation of
the difference that takes place in the quan-
tity of fecretion from parts in a healthy
and morbid ftate; as in the latter the mu-
cous glands were capable of furnifhing a
fufficient difcharge, while the {ymptoms
of the difeafe could only,be explained by
the evacuation proceeding from fuch a
fource, and by their being moft readily
expofed from their fituation to the action
of the virus,

XXXIX,
Tuovch, from thefe proofs advanced
ZXXVIL it is naturally inferred, that
g the
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infedtion, though the latter poflefles a
power of extending itfelf farther with time,
and working its way by flow degrees deeper
into the urethra; fo that the reticular
membrane comes to be affe@ed, and the
inflammation of it to take place, according
to the extent of which exciting the altion
of the higher parts, the different fymptoms
that mark the violence of the difeafe arife.

XL.
- Bur many authors, not content with
an altered fecretion of the mucous glands
being fufbcient to produce the difeafe,
have ftill fuppofed, that in order jto ac-
count fatisfactorily for the fymproms added
to this ftate, an ulceration of {fome portion
of the urethra became al{o neceflary : and
in this they feemed confirmed by fome ap-
pearances on difletion, where the difeafe
had been long continued; and alfo by the
difeafe being confined more particularly
to one {pot, feldom extending itfelf farther
from the peculiar circumfcribed a&ion it
always difplays. 'This opinion, however,

D4 16
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‘pearance of excrefcences in the urethre of
thofe who have died of this difeafe, when
artended to, by no means eftablifhes con-
clufively fuch a fa& as the alteration of 2
mucous gland in confequence of inflam-
mation; and its enlargement may occa-
fion its rifing into an excrefcence without
any breach of {olid, in the {ame way as
warts and polypi appear in different parts
of the body. Nay, even thofe who fup-
_port moft ftrenuoufly this dotrine, from
‘the {fmall number of proofs which even
diffe@ions afford, have been under the ne-
ceflity of alleging, that, from the fituation
of thefe ulcers, fomething peculiar in their
nature mighttake place, by which no ap-
pearanceof {carremained; and that thewant
of the accefs of the external air to harden
the part contributed greatly to this effeét:
for even by Morgagni we find, that in the
greater number of diffe@ions in this dif=
~eafe, the urethra only appeared in a ftate
{omewhat moifter than ufual, and the {fur-
face a little reddened. In moft, however,
e ebferved, that the mucous glands or
& cana-
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canaliculi were obliterated; a proof,
from their being more affe@ted than any |
other part, of their forming the principal
i?:at of the difeafe,

XLI,

Bur though thus fupported by the au-
thority of Morgagni, the more early wri-
ters, it muft ftill be obferved, are confi- '
dent in their affertions of the exiftence of
ulcers ;; which they maintain alfo, with
equal authority, from diffe®tions. But
even admitting thefe, it may be remarked,
there is a great difference between the acci-
dental confequences of a difeafe and the
effential nature of the difeafe itfelf. Per-
haps it is the want of attention to this cir- -
cumflance which has introduced many
falfe opinions of the nature of difeafe in
general, and occafioned the advantages of
diffe@ion to be greatly over-rated: for not
in one cafe of a hundred does ulceration
here occur; and where it does, it forms
then a different affe@ion, and requircs a
difference of treatment. DBefides, in the'x,?

pra&mv g
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practice of the early writers, from the
long continuance of the diftharge, where
‘the furface was naturally weak and irri~
table, or by the improper ufe of injections
“then beginning to be employed, and of
which a proper feleGiion had not been
then made, lefions here rauil have often
unavoidably happened. Fience, though the
fact is not to be denied as poiiiole, and as
then occurring; yet, in more modern
times, this effe@, where the difeafe is un~
derftood by the practioner, will very rare-
iy if ever take place.

XLII,

Havine endeavoured, then, to eita-
blifh the nature and feat of the difeafe,
we next confider the period from infec-
tion at which it appears. With regard
to this, however, no exa® time can be
mentioned; as all authors agree in the
_,agrea-te& variety obfervable in this refpelﬂ:.,
We truft always in this cafe to the répart
~ of the patient, who commonlyjudges from
;%_ht firfy appearance of the difcharge, though
- D ‘ it
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- |

it has generally continued fome time be-
fore it is difcovered by this {fymptom.
The period, however, of its appearance
depends much on the particular irritability
of the part in different conftitutions, and
alfo on fome circumftances in the manner
of its application, with which perhaps we °
are unacquainted. It commonly extends,
from a few hours after being expofedto in=
fe@ion, o the fame number of days, weeks,
or even months, In general, where the
difeafe is late of making its appearance,
the fymptoms are always milder; and tho’
the running does not commence, a variety
of uncommon f{enfations are ufually felt
in the part.

XLIIL

TuE manner in which the virus is in-
troduced into the urethra to form gonor-
vheea, has admitted frequent difputes, and
many theories have been formed to explain
it on different principles; fome confider-
ing the penis on emiffion as in the {tate of
a capillary tube, unavoidably drawing up

' the
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the contiguous fluids of the vagina, &c.
The moft general opinion, however, of
late, has been that of abforption. But this
is by no means {atisfaGtory; nor can the
mode in which it is introduced be pro-
perly pointed out, as no abflorbents enter
from the furface into that part which

forms the feat of the difeafe. To explain
| it, the late Dr Hunter fuppofed, that the
{kin about the orifice of the urethra being
“tender, comes to be inflamed by the ap-
plication of the venereal virus to it in the
vagina; and this inflammation {preading,
produces next an exfudation from part of
the internal furface of the urethra. But
were this the cafe, the point of furface
externally round the orifice thould be moft
affeted, as being the primary feat of its
application ; while, on the contrary, we
find it here very flight, and that the chief
pain and inflammation are internally, and
this even before any hiatus of the orifice
or other figns of its inflammation occur.
Nay, Mr Cruikfhank on this theory has
even gone fo far as to fuppofe, that gonor-

rhea
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which is drawn naturally within the
urethra, blended with the contiguous
matter of the vagina, and is then applied
to the furface, exciting a fenfe of flighe
pricking of the part at that inftant, which
immediately goes off, and is {cldom at=
tended to till more uneafy fenfations
arife.

XLV. Ao

As abforption fo rarely fucceeds gonor+
rheea, which is not the cafe in any of the
other forms of the difeafe, authors were
natarally led to fuppofe, that in this cafe
the virus could not be of the fame nature as
that which, attacking other parts, produ«
ced the conftitutional form. Hence came
to be fuggefted the firft idea of their both
depending on a different caufe; and that
the virus of each was feparately received

in coition; the one from fimple acrimony,

the other from the application of the fpe~
cific taint,

XLVI.
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XLVI.

.. THE arguments which fupport this docs
trine may be reduced to the following
heads. -

1. It is alleged, that the virus exciting
gonorrheea never produces conftitutional
lues. This, it muft be confefled, is always
the cafe: but it depends on the nature of
the furface to which it is applied; for
whenever, from the violence of the dif-
eafe, or any improper treatment increafing
its inflammatory fiate, a breach of folid in
this furface is produced, and the difeafe
aflumes the nature of gleet, the virus re-
ceiving a certain change from the altera-
tion of furface, abforption takes place, and
conftitutional {fymptoms fupervene. In
the {fame manner we find, that the catarrh
confifts in nething more than fimple ir-
ritation of the bronchial glands; yet in
particular cafes, when the caufe of the
difeafe has been increafed, ulceration {u-
pervenes, and pthifis from this fource, by
extending it{elf to the lungs, them takes

i | place. '_
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~place. Befides, we know that the {ame fe-
male frequently gives gonorrheea.to one
and chancre to another; that pérhaps innot
more than one of a hundred cafes is there
any ulceration of the vagina, or any thing
more than a fimple irritation of the mu-
cous glands ; yet chancre occurs almoft as
frequently as gonorrheea.

2. The fecond argument for this. opi-
nion is, that mercury, the f{pecific in the
_ene cafe, will not cure the other ; or that
gonorrheea will depart of itfelf, while the
effects of lues, unlefs prevented, always
increafe. The firft of thefe, however, is
not abfolutely true, as gonorrhoea has cer=-
tainly been got rid of during a mercurial
courfe; but from its locality, indeed, this
is not the method of curing it; and many
local difeafes, we know, as well as gonor-
rheea, will refilt the exhibition of general
remedies : While, with refpe&t to the fe-
cond obfervation, it is a general law of the
| _ceconomy, that all difeafes have a natural
decay ; yet this decay is conne&ted with
particular circumftances depending on the

E difference
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difference of ftructure in parts. Thug,
where. it attacks fecreting parts, the decay
of the difeafe is produced by the effe(s of
the fecretion itfelf conftantly fupplied anew, |
and wathing off at laft the morbid caufe;
while, when the parts it affe@ts are with-
out {ecretion, the fame takes place by the
death of the folids affeCted. i
3. The third argument adduced is, that
‘the matter of gonorrhoea, applied to an ex-
coriated furface, will not produce chancre;
and if it producea fore, lues will notfollow,
Three circumftances, however, are to be
attended to here, which influence the
a&ion of the virus; and, though we do
not deny the fa&, fufhiciently account for
its want of effe@.—The firft is, that, in
gonorrheea, the virus is much diluted by
its mixture with the mucus; and requires,
therefore, in order to exert its power,
a certain period of retention in the part,
and a degree of irritability in it, as takes
place in the urethra when the urine is dif~
charged.—The fecond is, that a common
fore may be confidered in the light of a
fecreting
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{ecreting furface; which, on irritation
from the matter being applied, produces
immediately an effufion from the extremi-
ties of the lefed veflels, and does not for
any time admit its retention thus wathing
it off.—And the third is, that the -period
is to be confidered at which the matter it-
felf from the urethra is applied ; as, ac-
cording to moft authors, the fpecific virus
is foon wathed off or rendered inactive by
‘the increafed fecretion, and a laxity of the
part from the previous irritation continues
the difcharge. *
4. The hiftory, alfo, of the venereal
difeafe, affords fome room for this differ-
ence of the two afle@ions; and it is con-
tended, that for 5o years after the appear=
ance of lues, no defcription of gonorrheea,
as one of its leading fymptoms, is given by
any writer, lt.is farther confirmed by
obfervation of what happened on the in-
troduction of lues by the Europeans into
Otaheite, where the conftitutional fymp-
toms appearcd without any affe@ion of the
| Ea2 urethra;
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urethra; and here, itis alleged, gonorrheea Tr
1s {till unknown. d
But the firft accounts and defcriptions !
of the lues are {o confufedly and imper-~ ‘
fectly narrated by the early writers, that }
no dependence is to be placed on this cir-
cumftance; and even admitting it, Dr
Aftruc has brought evidence of the occur-
rence of this fymptom fo high as within
lefs than 40 years of the firft appearance
of lues; a very trifling period to count
upon at fuch a diftance of time, while the
manner of conveying thefe difeafes, and
the daily obfervation of the one fucceeding
the other has been fo conftant fince that
time, that no ftrefs is to be laid on fuch
~ hiftorical information. Nay, Dr Swe-
diauer informs us, on theauthority of Cap-
tain King, that the fact alleged with refpect
to its never appeanng at Otaheite is falfe;
for he had himf{elf repeatedly feen there a
difcharge of matter from the urethra; while
the explanation of this in a different way,
by obferving that they were not profef=
fional people who made the remark, and
that '
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that difcharges happen from the urethra
from various caufes, may be eafily refuted;
for other difcharges from the urethra are
for the molt part the effe@ of chronic dif-
eafes, to which the inhabitants of that cli-
mate in their uncivilized natural {tate are
lefs fubjet.

XLVIL

From thele different arguments a con-
clufion may be drawn, that the virus pro-
ducing gonorrheea and lues are exactly the
fame; and that the difference in their na-
ture is to be fought for in the difference
in the firucure of the affeted parts, and
not in any fpecific difference of the caufes
from which they arife.

XLVIII.

BuT though gonorrheea is thus proved
{XLVL) the effett of a fpecific taint, a fimi-
lar difeafe 1s alfo found to be produced by
fimple irritation of any kind independent of
- this caufe: for the fenfibility of {urface of
- the urethra renders it eafily affected by ir-
E 3 rit'atit:nn_i
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ritation; and its fituation, as forming the

paflage through which the excretion of the

kidneys flows, expofes it to all the effects
which changes in that excretion may pro-
duce. Hence a diftinétion of gonorrheea
into two fpecies has been made; but, tho’
hinted at by different authors, DrSwediauer
is the firft who has fully afcertained it

by experiment.. 'We have no diagnoftics, -

however, that point out this diftintion ;
though we may remark, that the urethre
of thofe who have frequently laboured
under venereal complaints are lefs liable
to be affeéted by common irritation,

XLIX,

Ovur obfervations on this form of the
difeafe have been hitherto confined to its
appearance in the male. But in women
this affe@ion is fomewhat different ; being
neither fo complicated, nor yet the inflam-
matory fymptoms running f{o high, from
the want of action and leflened fenfibility
of the affected part depending on that
difference of firuture with which the ex-

ercife
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ercife of their funcions is connefled; for.
in the male, the urethra we find necefla-.
rily in very different ftates, while the va~.
gina is always in the fame,

L.

2. In the female,

In general, however, the gonorrhoea
here makes its appearance in the following
manner.—Soon after the infeCtion is re-
ceived, an irritation is felt in the vagina;
which degenerates, as in the male, into a
fenfe of pain. This is followed by a tur-
gefcence and degree of ftri¢ture through
-its whole extent, which 1s increafed by the
- acrimony of the urine producing uncom-
mon heat and uneafinefs on the external
- {ympathifing parts when difcharged. The
running from the vagina then commences;
afluming the fame appearance, and under-
going the fame changes in its progrefs, as
when from the urethra. It is here, how-
ever, from the greater extent of furface it
occupies, more copious and fimilar to the
parts fympathifing in the male; the ute~

E 4 ring
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rine region, particularly along the courfe
of the ligaments, the bladder, and at times
even the kidneys, come to be greatly af=
fected.

L

THouGH thefe fymptoms in the female
mark the prefence of the difeafe, yet from
. thefe alone we are not abfolutely to infer its
exiftence: for as in the male every fymp-
tom of gonorrheea we find arife from any
irritating power applied to the {urface of
the urethra without an actual fpecific taint;
fo here the fame effe¢t will be produced,
as women are @xpofed, from the nature of
their conftitution and caufes exifting with-
in themf{elves, to the operation of fuch a
power; while men, again, generally recei-
ving thefe appearances from external in-
troduétion, a venereal taint may be moft
properly fufpe@ed. Hence the furface of
the vagina poffefles a fimilar difpofition
~ with the urethra on the application of any
acrimony, provided the natural mucus,
which is {ecreted here in greater quantity

than




OF GONORRHOEA. 73

than in the urethra of men, is either defi-
cient, or the acrid matter is {fo concentrated,
‘as, though blended with it, to retain fill
jts virulent power.

LIL

To afcertain, therefore, this difeafe, be=
comes a nicer point than in the other fex;
and more efpecially as the delicacy of the
female is {o highly concerned. : Many at-
tempts have been made to furnifh us with
diagnoftics on this head, and there is almoft
no author whodoesnot pretend togive fome
criterion by which the certainty of its pre-
{ence may be eftablifhed. Nothing, how-

~ever, fatisfactory has yet been offered,

LIIT.

Tue fource from which this uncertain-
ty arifes, is the fluor albus or whites;
a difeafe peculiar to the fex, and the
natural effe¢t of that firu@ure of the
genital {yftem with which menftruation is
connefted. Two fpecies of this difeafe
occur; and to underftand fully the prefent
{ubject, deferve each a feparate confidera-

tion,
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tion. The firft may be confidered as idio-
pathic, and depending on the ftate of the |
{yftem at large; the fecond as entirely lo~ |
cal, and arifing from fome partial affe@ion
of the genital parts, the confequence of in-
jury or any other irritating caufe. The
firft of thefe begins after any powerful
caufe of debility to which the fyftem has
been fubjected, as laborious parturition,
decline of life, &c. with a thin ferous dif-
charge, at firft {fmall, and giving no unea-
finefs, and departing at every period on
the appearance of the menfes. As it ad-
vances, its quantity becomes more profufe;
and fymptoms of debility, particularly °
pain in the back and loins, occur. The
menfes, alfo, no longer return as ufual;
but the fame ferous puriform difcharge
conftantly continues. In this ftate ic fre-
quently acquires a degree of acrimony ;
and then {fymptoms of pain, ardor urine,
and others, which attend gonorrhza, be-
gin to be felt. The diftin&tion between.
this fpecies of fluor albus and gonorrhcea
is very eafy, by the continuance of the dif-
' charge
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charge for long before the painful {ymp-
toms marking the latter commence. In
the latter {pecies, however, where the eva-
cuation is from the fame fource that is
affeted by the fpecific virus ingonorrheea,
its diftin@ion is very difficult, and indeed
hardly to be made; though authors have
alleged, that the {ymptoms are always
" here milder, particularly the ardor urinz,
than when they arife from a fpecific
taint,

LIV.

Frowm the nature of fluoralbus, and the
{fymptoms it produces in the female, fome
authors have propofed an opinion, that
the produ@ion of the venereal virus takes
place in this way. The fluid wichin the
vagina they {fuppofe to be poflefled of a
peculiar nature, arifing from the ftructure
of the part; and as every change on the .
fluids, they allege, is connefled with ex-~
travafation, an ulceration of part of the
vagina will produce this extravafated ftate,
and the effufed fluid acquire then by ftag-

| nation
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nation a change, or form a matter which
may be termed Venereal. When infeQing
the male, this original matter then receives
a greater degree of virulence, and the
power of the contagion continues gradu-
ally to increafe. Hence it is inferred, that
men cannot originally generate the virus,
from the parts in them being kept con-
ftantly in a ftate of action, by which fuch
a procefs for its original generation is pre-
vented. But an uncertainty attends the

origin of all infections; and it is impof=

fible either to deteé the manner or caufe
of their firlt production. Even their {pe-
cific nature efcapes us; and we can only
judge of them from their effeéts, as dif-
played on the body. We may remark,
however, in oppofition to the prefent
theory, that the vagina feems very little
difpofed to receive the ation of the vene-
real virus; and that, inftead of affifting in
its production, the mucus of the vagina
often prevents altogether its operation.
Nay, in fome cafes, the venereal virus in
the vagina will infe¢t the male with whom

fhe

= -
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{lie has conneion, and yet the patient
herfelf be infenfible of any effects of the
difeafe: hence the report of the female, in
regard to this point, can never be trufted,
while that of the man always can.

LV.

We have thus endeavoured to explain
the nature of gonorrheea in both fexes:
and previous to entering upon its cure,
it is neceffary to inculcate ftrongly its lo=
cality; and that the effets of the ve-
nereal virus in producing it, confift in
nothing more than fimple irritation ex-
citing as a confequence an increafed dif-
charge from not only the affeted fpot,
but alfo the contiguous {ympathifing
parts, which from their ftruture admit a
{ecretion of matter. With this view we
affirm, that its cure is only to be perform-
ed by attacking it locally; and that in no
cafe are conftitutional remedies to be em=
ployed. Phyficians have at all times been
much addicted to quackery ; and on find-
ing out the good cffe@s of any fubftance,

have
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have endeavoured to apply it to all dif-
eafes analogous, without attention to that
~ difcrimination of circumftances which va=
ries confiderably the a&ion of a morbid
caufe. Thus mercury, which had been
found fo fuccefsful in the treatment of the
conftitutional taint, was applied here; but
the obftinacy of the complaint often fur-
viving repeated falivations, induced them
to fuppofe it as depending on peculiar cir-
cumftances, or as forming entirely a fepa-
rate difeafe. The propriety, therefore, of

a local cure foon appeared. Empyrics in
this, as in moft other ufeful difcoveries,

led the way ; and regular practice, under
certain limitations, after viewing its fuc-
cefs, admitted its application.

LVI.

THE cure, then, of gonorrheea as a local
difeafe, may be reduced to three heads,
comprifing all the different modes of treat-
ment that have been employed; and in
all fpecific difeafes of thele parts, we are

to confider, that we have both irritation
| 3 and
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and inflammation to combat; the former
from the ftimulus of the urine which 1s
unavoidably applied, and the latter from
the fpecific caufe of the difeafe.

1. The firft mode of practice in gonor~

rheea, confifts in fubduing irritability, by
producing in the part a degree of infenfi-
bility to the aGtion of the virus or atonic
| “fate.
2. The fecond in exciting, either in the
feat of the difeafe, or a part contiguous
with which it {ympathifes, an irritation
fuperior to that of the morbid caufe.
And,

3. The third, in employing the com-
mon means of the antiphlogiftic plan in
obviating inflammation,

LVIL

THE firft of thefe has only of late come
into ufe; and from obfervation of the
effect of opiates in infpiffating the dif-
charge and leffening the irritation of ca-
tarrh, its powers have been found, when
applied locally, here equally fuccefsful.

Its
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Its ufe, however, is yet by no means ge=
neral ; and even thofe who employ it have
chiefly done it with the view of leflening
the painful fenfations of ereftion. But it
deferves a more attentive application; and}
from confidering the very nature of the
difeafe, the propriety of this mode Df 3
practice comes to be very firongly marked.
The difeafe confifts, as already feen, in thr:‘_.
formation of an acrid matter, the confe~ .
quence of irritation. Whatever, therefore,
takes off the irritability of thofe parts fub-
jeed to this irritation, muft, if not ab-
folutely ftop the formation of this matter,
at leaft leflen greatly its quantity, and pro-
duce it in a lefs acrid ftate. The attention
of phyficians have been chiefly paid to the
~ ftate of inflammation in the urethra; tho’,
unlefs the fource of this inflammation be
removed, either by the natural decay of
the irritating caufe, or by fuch remedies
as leflen its a@ion, or render the parts in~
{enfible to its ftimulus, the progrefs of the
inflammation muft advance; and the {ymp-
toms, in {pite of all the antiphlogiftic plan,
3 perfevered &
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perfevered 1n, as confifting in 1irritation,
ot inflammation, muft proceed ; for the
antiphlogiftic plan is to be confidered
merely as the prevention of iz but
there is another and equally important in-
‘dication to be formed with the view al{o of
dire@ly doing good. As a farther proof
of the propriety of this indication, the dif-
eale we find moft fevere in thofe who pof-
fefs here the greateft fenfibility of furface
favouring the action of the morbid ftimu-
lus, particularly in fcrophulous and debi-
litatéd habits; for it frequently, in thefe
cafes, refilts all the common methods of
practice at prefent employed: Hence we
contend, there 1s a {tate previous to in-
flammation, which inflammation only dif=
plays, and the removal of which is the
principal ftep to the cure of the difeafe.

LVIIL

THE idea of wathing away the venereal
virus fo long entertained, feems now to
have greatly loft ground; as not being in-
volved fo much in the fluid difcharged as
' F affe@ing
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affe@ting the parts fecreting it. Nay,

fome authors have even gone fo far in the

oppofite extreme as to advance, that the
~retention of the matter in the wurethra is

attended with no bad effe@s in increafing
the ftate of inflammation, and that the

{ecretion from parts under difeafe never

affeCts the parts fecreting it. Whatever

there may be in this, attention to cleanli~

nefls is certainly proper; for if the difeafe
confifts in the formation ef matter, and

this matter is capable of communicating ©
it to a found perfon, it muft likewife more =
forcibly a@ on a part difeafed. Befides, ¢
in the cafe of cancer, do not the very parts #
{fecreting it fuffer erofion from the dif- =

charge they pour out?

LIX.

 As foon, then, as fymptoms of gonor=
rheea appear, the fulfilling early the pre- ©

fent indication is the object to be attempt~
ed; and the ufe of opium in inj:&iunf
f:::r this purpofe, as the moft powerful fe~ =

dative, to be hberally had recourfe to. Ths
:['nlutmn

=

#
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folution employed fhould be firong, fre-
quently repeated to the part, at leaft every
two hours, and retained there for fome
time ; by which an immediate effe&t on
the {fymptoms will be; produced. If the
cafe is flight, almoft nothing elfe will be
neceflary for its cure; butr where the dif=
eafe has continued for fome time, or oc=
curred in a lax irritable habit, fome run-
ning commonly remains from a debilita-
ted ftate of the part, which readily yields
to the ufe of {fome {light aftringent. In
incipient cafes, to infure more effeCtually
the cure, and where the inflammation is
. yer trifling, the combination of this with
opium is commonly made; and the aftrin-
gent which has been ufually preferred on
thefe occafions, as poflefling alfo a degree
of fedative power, is the preparations of
lead.

LX.

THE ceértainty of the cure is to be
judged of from the departure of inflam-
mation, and efpecially from the ab-

Fa2 fence
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fence of thofe fymptoms of pain which
mark the active ftate of the difeafe; as heat
of urine, eretions, and cordee.

LXI,

I~ ufing inje@ions on this principle, the
medium of conveyance may be eithera
watery, mucilaginous, or oily fluid. Tho”
the former allows the medicine to be more
allive, yet it requires a greater nicety in
the firength of the compofition, adapred to
the {tate of the parts; while the latter re-
tains the remedy longer in conta@® with
the furface, and, by blunting its ftimulant
action, allows its fedative or fecondary ef-
fe@s more certainly to take place.

LXII,

ThHuis, then, is the firt mode of praétice
which is employed for the cure of gonor-
rheea. It is alfo the lateft; and, as moft -'
agrecable to the theory of the difeafe laid
down, is what we would particularly re-
‘commend. Its fuccefs is every day gain-

ing ground; and, inftead of finding the
difeafe
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difeafe fpun out, as was common, to the
length of fix or eight weeks, a cure 1s now
generally effeted, where attention is paid
to the ufe of this remedy, in as many

days.
LXIII.

We proceed next to enter upon the fe-
cond plan of cure, which has been more
generally followed ; and the abufeof which,
as requiring much nicety 1n its application,
has been the means of occafioning practi-
tioners of the firlt emin&nce to reprobate
entirely the local treatment of the difeafe.
It confifts, as formerly mentioned, in excit-
ing either in the feat of the difeafe, orina
contiguous part with which it fympathifes,
an irritation fuperior to that exerted by the
morbid caufe.

LXI1V.

THE theory on which the former of
thefe proceeds, is fimply this :
~ As the achion of the venereal virus in
the urethra produces nothing farther, as
¥ 2 already
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already obferved, than common irritation,
‘without any fpecific or peculiar effe@, and
as an increafed fecretion is the natural
confequence of this, by exciting a degree
of adhefive inflammation, the power of
fecretion is diminifhed, and a degree of
hardnefs produced, rendering the part un-
fufceptible of the farther a&ion of the
wwirus. In proof of this, we find Morgag-
ni remark, that he found, on difleétions
of the urethra of thofe who had been fre-
quently fubject to this difeafe, that the
mucous glands or canaliculi forming its
{eat were more or lefs deftroyed; and that,
in fome cafes, an almoft total obliteration
of them had taken place. This mode of
practice, however, in gonorrhcea, can only
be fafely had recourfe to when the inflam-
mation is flight, and the difeafe in its in-
cipient ftate; or when the aclion of the
venereal virus having ceafed, there re-
mains a difcharge from debility, that is,
from the difpofition to fecrete, a preterna-
- tural quantity of mucus being retained :
for if employed in the very acute ftage of

inflammation,

e T
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inflammation, it muft increafe the painfui
fymptoms, and perhaps even produce a
lefion of furface in the part; thus laymg
the feundatmn nf pOx.

LXV.

Tue remedies that aét on this principle
are either of a folid or fluid kind. The

former are but {feldom applied, and confift

of the bougie, which before its introduc-

tion here is rubbed with calomel. Its ef-
fects are more permanent than remedies of
a fluid nature ; but it 1s liable, unlefs cau-
tioufly ufed, to be attended wich hurtful
confequences. In fkilful hands, however,
this practice will be found very fuccefsful,
and particularly in fome obftinate cafes.
In ufing it, attention is to be paid to the
ftructure of the urethra formerly defcri-
bed, and not to pafs it beyond its firft di-
vifion, or that part which forms the feat
of the difeafe; though, it may be remark-

~ ed, the lefs free in general we make with

bougies, 1t will be the better.
ThE fluid remedies, again, of this clafs
{ . ALg
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Inje&tiones Sem. Lini.
Amyli.

b. Antifpafmedic.
Solutio Opii.
Aqua Camphorata, P. L.

LXVIL

Tae idea that has been ufually annexed
to the remedies of the two firft clafles, is
thatof fupprefling thedifcharge; and hence,
without confidering the thcdry of their
action, an aftringency has been the only
quality locked for. To give, therefore,
fome certain rules for the cure of the dif t
cafe, and to infure the fuccefs of the ap=_
plications on the prefent principle deliver FI
ed, it has been divided by authors, accord ]
ing to the degree of virulence it difplays
in the progrefs of its action at different
periods, into three ftages, viz. the Incipient,
Inflammatory, and Benign. Such a divi-
fion proceeded on the idea of the difcharg -—'5:
being in fome meafure critical: a do&rine
arifing from the Stahlian notions of nature:
expelling in this way the morbific caufe;
: ang-
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unhappily inculcated by fome of the firft
writers on the fubje, that a gonorrheea
leannot be cured fpeedily and effectually ac
ithe fame time; while, in confequence of
'this dodtrine, the continuance of the dif-
.charge has been confidered as neceflary to
prevent the danger of conftitutional infec-
tion. Facts, however, {trongly oppofe this
idea ; and though firft inculcated by Sy-
'denham, and afterwards enforced by Boer-
lhaave, it by no means deferves any degree
| of credit in modern practice. The {yftem
rof morbific matter, at that time prevalent,
inaturally led to fuch a conclufion; and a
ido&trine which had been univerfally ap-
\plied to every other modification of difeafe,
appeared equally well-founded to dire
the pathology here. But it may be afked
fuch authors, In what the very nature of
the difeafe confifts? Is it not, as already
often obferved, in the formation of matter
of that pus, the confequence of irrication on
~@ mucous furface, in which it appears al-
ways involved ! If, then, you prevent the

e formation

[nnd which has given origin to an opinion,
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formation of this matter, you prevent the
very difeafe; and the lefs matter that ig
formed, the difeafe on this principle will
be milder. 'Why is the difcharge at firft

fmall portion of matter formed to increafe
the irritation of the difeafed parts? Befides,
there is always danger, when the running
is mofk copious, as obferved even by fome
of thefe writers themfelves, of lues taking
place; which evidently fhows it is no way
critical, and {upports the prnpncty of what
is advanced.

w0 XYL

Tuis laft obfervation, then, when at-
tended to, overturned, with many, the
former opinion of the nature of the dif:
charge, and led them to employ the pre- |
fent remedies, the ufe of which they had
hitherto confined folely to the laft ftage of
tlie difeafe indifcriminately. They were |
ill fitred, however, for this purpofe; and
by their ftimulant a&ion in its acute {tage, |
where the fenfibility of furface was confi- ||

derable,
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\derable, increafing inflammation, they in-
'duced fuppuration ; and not only ' failed
. of their intended effe&, but frequently did
'much mifchief. 1t was the improper appli-
cation of inje@ions in this way, as well as
¢heir nature, that firft occafioned fuch pre-
~ judice againft the local treatment of this
\difeale ; a prejudice which ftill continues
'go prevail at prefent. InjeClions, how-
ever, were very early recommended by the
ancient writers, and much fupported in
the beginning of this century by the prac-
tice of Blegny and Cockburn., The rea-
foning of this laft author on the {ubject
deferves much attention for his very juft
idea of the difeafe: for, contrary to the
opinion of the writers of that period, he
confiders it with the greateft propriety,
not as'a vitiated {emen, then commonly
imagined; butas confifting in the forma-
tion of an acrid matter, the repreflion of
~which, or the preventing its formation, he
regards as effefting a cure; and, on this
principle, his applications were made to
‘the feat of the difeafe. Thefe fentiments,

however,
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however, of Blegny and Cockburn, from.

the circumftances mentioned in the prac-q:

tice of the difeafe then purfued, were foon
after very fuccefsfully oppofed by the Wri=
tings of Turner and Aftruc; and the au-
thority of thefe authors, from their high
reputation in this malady, rendered the lo- ”
cal treatment of it for fome time to bef *
laid afide. But the inefficacy of in-
ternal remedies became foon evident; and
pradtitioners, confcious, under certain li~ }
mitations, of the fuccefs of a different plan,
employed in private what from public pre-
judice they dared not avow; and in this 1
manner has the praétice continued to the

prefent day. 3

LXIX.

WE come now to enumerate the feveral |
remedies of this clafs; and fhall divide
them according to their degree of power,
as being taken either from the vegerable
or mineral kingdom. ‘

Of the firft fort are, the barks, boles, and

aftringent gums, )
| of
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Of the fecond, the vitriols, alum, lime,
mercury, zinc, and copper.

The different forms of thefe remedies
igis needlefs to paruculanfe, as they are
readily met with on turning up any au-
thor on the fubje&. We fhall add a few
remarks on thofe that have been moft
commonly employed.

LXX.

THE general principle of the operation
of fuch remedies has been already ex-<
plained, and it confifts in ftimulating the
part; but from the different degrees of ac-
tion they exert in performing this, they
are mentioned under the two appellations
of Irritating and Aftringent,

LXXI,
~ Tue irritating are all highly ftimulant;
and fhould be very cautioufly employed,
. as they often produce abfcefs 1 perinao.
i Their proper degree of firength is to

be afcertained by their firft effects on the
m'urethra They fhould give, on their tuuch-

ing,
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ing the orifice, a moderate fenfe of finarts
ing, but never excite acute or long-contis
nued pain; and afeer their firft applica-
tion, the difcharge, even where they are
fuccefsful, 1s for ._feme time rather in-
creafed. |
One of the moft celebrated remedies of
this kind is the cauftic alkali in a diluted
ftate. It was firft recommended by Sir Wil="
liam Fordyce of London; and became par~
ticularly famous as ufed by a phyfician in
France, under the name of the Antivenereal
Lotion. It fecms beft adapted to thofe
who have been frequently fubject to ve-
nereal affeGions of thefe parts, and in
whom the urethra of courfe has gained a
certain degree of infenfibility. The way
of ufing it, that has been found moft fuc=~
cefsful, 1s fimply this: Let a little be in-
je&ted flowly into the urethra, and retained
there for fome time, when the increafe of
mucus will be difcharged, and has beenJ
confidered as a proof of its fuccefs; while,

if the pain and inflammation induced by
2 " it Y
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that wifh to have the name of Judicmus
pradtitioners ; from their idea, that fome- i
thing is neceflary to be carried off, to pre- ﬁt
vent the danger of conftirutional infe@ion:
but though they have little effet on the -

ful; and in s way the infadmation _‘jf
frequently abates. ' "

The remedies of this kind that have |
been moft commonly applied, are the vi=
triols and lead. They have been frequent~
ly paffed as fpecifics for this difeafe, and |
form the bafis of moft of the quack reme-
dies at prefent employed for its cure. |

LXXIII

THESE, then, are the feveral means that
execute this firft divifion of the fecond E
mode of practice, by exciting a fuperior
~ irritation to the morbid caufe in the feat

of the difeafe itfelf. In their ufe, they re- 5
quire much attention to the cautions laid -
down, and will only fucceed properly in -
the hands of very fkilful pratitioners.

X The &
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The laft part of this plan, or the enume-

ration of thofe remedies the action of

which depends on a fimilar irritation of

contiguous parts with which the difeafed

fpot fympathifes, remains’ ftill to:be de-

tailed, and is more uncertain in its effect.
JLXXIY.,

To this principle we.may refer a prac-
tice 'very much followed by Boerhaave,
that of curing the difeafe by purging; not
by the ufe of mild laxatives, but exprefsly,
as he mentions, by draftics. This can be
conceived to a¢t in no other way; and,; as
a proof of it, we find, that while this prac-
tice continued, the violence of the irrita-
tion frequently occafioned {fwelling of the
tefticles, and other painful {ymptoms, thac
are the ufual effe@s of powerful irritation.
So much was Sydenham; before Boérhaave,
prejudiced in its favour, as to advance, that
the cure of gonorrheea in this way was
equally infallible as that of lues by the ufe
-of mercury. ‘ _
E G 2 | Thiss
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This pra@ice, however, thnugh f'uppnrta 3
ed long by the difciples of Boerhaave, has
now loft ground ; as being very uncertam, 1
independent of its mifchievous effe@s, and
as weakening the habit to no manner of -
purpofe. 'The avoiding of coftivenefs is
no doubt proper; but any evacuation by
the inteftines thould in this cafe be carried
no farther. Thefe inconveniences of the
Boerhaavian pra®ice are well pointed out
by Sir William Fordyce. |

_ LXXV,

NexT to this, as a@ing in the fame
manner, may be mentioned the cure of
gonorrhaea, happening in confequence of
the ftate of the glans penis, either from
fome morbid affeion, or'the application ~ﬂ
of remedies to it.. Thus a gonorrheea has
been known to be removed by a chancre
attended with phymofis, where much in- '-'
flammation took place; and at prefent, in
obftinate cafes where injections fail, fnmc
practitioners very fuccefsfully employ the 3
pra@ice of rubbing mercurial mntmentiil

HL

W
[.
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on the glans, which may be moft probably
referred to this head.

LXXVIL

To thefe remedies, before finifhing the
prefent plan of praclice, may be added
fome others, which feem to anfwer both
its views, in aéting at the fame time on the
feat of the difeafe and alfo on the {yftem at
large.

Thus, from the attack of aftual fever,
fuch a general irritation is excited over the
- body, as well as in the part itfelf, as is in-
compatible with the ation of any other
morbid caufe: and hence gonorrheea is
frequently, during this, removed, the
virus being wafhed off during its inallive
{tate; and a complete cure is thus ef-
fected, though fometimes it 1s liable to
appear again after the termination of the
difeafe; or, without being {topt in its ope-
ration by fever, it thows fometimes its
{ymptoms of inflammation confiderably
increafed, occafioning a cure by a quick
" decay of the difeafe.
" G On
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2 To fheath it againft irritation.

LXXVIIL

TrE firft of thefe is performed by,

a. Bleeding; and it is, moft ufeful from
the feat of the difeafe; but is feldom ne-
ceffary, unlefs in fome violent cafes of
- cordee, |
-_ By fomentation of the part; though
this is feldom of any ufe, unlefs where
- there is fome external affe@ion along with
the difeafe. - And, |

¢. By mild laxatives, poflefiing little or
no irritation ; and merely evacuating the
inteftines, fo as to prevent accumula=
tion.

XXX,

THE fecond view in this mode of treat-
ment is, to fheath the part againft irrita-
tion. And this is accomplifhed either
by, . '

a. Applications to the part itfelf; or,

b. Altering the fecretions that affe@ ic.

Of the firft are, the oleous and mucila-

Ga £inous
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ginous injections at prefent fo much re-
commended ; which, uniting with the
~ matter formed, leflens the virulence uf 1t§
aClion on the parts. |

Of the {econd, again, we can only men-
tion dilution, by means of thin watery
liquids: for where the fecretion is in-
creafed by diuretics, as they are all of an
acrid or faline nature, though they occa-
fion an increafed flow, yet it is generally
more {timulating than in its natural ftate;
and hence the impropriety of that practice
with nitrous powders {o long in ufe. Nay,
even dilution itfelf is perhaps improper, asg
the increafed flow occafions an increafed
aclion of the organs; and it is the ftate of
acion in the part difeafed which increafes

the vlplencc of thﬁ' fympmms

e Hasus ) LXXK “31i

Tuese are all the dnﬁ'ﬂrem: mndes of
practice that can be met with where the
difeafe occurs in the male; and the prin-
ciples of their adlion we have endeavoured
& explam¢ But.in proof that the difeafe
- will

i G
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will decay of itfelf, it is remarked by Mr
Hunter,"that he has frequentLy cured it by
bread pills. .

. Hence he concludes, though itis going
a great deal too far, and which by no
means can be allowed, that it 1s cured by
all forts of treatment, and frequently by
none. | |

LXXXI.

- Waen the difeafe happcna in the fe-
:maie, the treatment is much the {ame.
Only, it muft be obferved, that it is ge-
‘nerally here more obftinate; that it re-
quires a2 more attentive ufe of remedies ;
‘and that even thefe remedies in inje@ion
‘may be employed confiderably ftronger
here than to the urethra, the vagina both
poflefling lefs fenfibility and the difcharge
from it being alfo more confiderable, {o as
to weaken greatly the a&ion of remedies,
and leflen their effe@t. In the ufe of in~
F&mns, it may alflo be remarked, that
while the feat of infeQion in the n‘nle i5
pear the exuremity of the urethra, in the

female,
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female, on the contrary, from the circum-
ftances of coition, it is placed pretty high
up in the vagina; and the inje@ion, there-
fore, muft be carried 3 good deal far=
ther,

LXXXIL

WiTH refpet to the management of the
conftitution during the progrefs of gonor-
rhoea, a fubjet much infifted on by au-
thors, its treatment may be very fhortly
detailed : there is little need for much re-
{tri¢tion ; nor will the greater number of
patients even comply with it.. Thofe fti-
mulants, however, which accelerate very
much the circulation, as condiment of all
kinds, or which feem to have a particular
determination to thefe parts,exciting much
aétion of the urinary organs, or increafing
the acrimony of its difcharge, thould be
cautioufly avoided, as in fome degree
tending to retard the cure.

LXXXIIL

To conclude this part of our fubject, it
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is to be obferved, that in the treatment of
patients under gonorrheea, you cannot be
too accurate in your dire¢tions. They
have all themfelves an idea of the impli-
city of the difeafe; and are therefore liable
to blame your remedies, when they are
‘only. themfelves in fault by their improper
manner of ufing them. On this account,
~ jt would perhaps be of fervice, that every
practitioner thould forn a fet of general
printed direions, fuited to the plan of
treatment he employs, and to which his
patients may refer. An attempt of this
kind we have cffered in the following,
adapted to the firft mode of pratice (de-
tailed LVIIL to LIX.), which we prefer.

1. GONORRHOEA is a local difeafe, and
- only to be cured properly and fafely by
- applications to the difeafed part itfelf, the
_chief of which are inje@ions; and in the
choice of their form much judgment is

~required.
2. Let the inje@ion (in the form we em-
ploy it) be ufed every hour, if the running
is
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1s confiderable; if not, three or four times
a-day will be {ufficient; and; when ufed,
let it be carefully retained each time for at
lealt half a minute, by comprefling the
glans penis round the point of the fy-
ringe.

|

3. The time moft proper for the appli-

cation of the injection is immediately after:

the difcharge of urine, if left to choice, as
the furface of the urethra is then moft fuf-
centible of its aétion,

4. Every injeétion, from. the natural
fenfibility of the feat of the difeafe, and

more {fo when in this morbid ftate, muft

communicate fome {light degree of pain
in its application. The time this conti-

nues after its removal will determine whe-
ther the injection is too {trong: for a cer-

tain degree of pain is neceflary to the cure;
and, as the medium of the remedy (accord-
ing to our form) is an oily or mucilagi-
nous fluid, in diluting it, when neceflary,

the patient muft attend that a flugd of the

fame kind 1s to be chofen.

<5, Coftivenefs fhould always be avoid-

ed,
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.ed, as increafing irritation 1n the neigh-
bouring parts, and thus influencing the
feat of the difeafe; but, at the {fameé time,
no confiderable loofenefs fhould be pro-
duced, as having a fimilar effed, and
even endangering fwelling of the tel=
ticles. '_

6. Let the acrimony of the urine, if
naturally fecreting little, and feldom void-
ing it, be blunted by the ufe of gum
arabic; but an additional flow, by diluents,
1s never to be encouraged, as being necef-
farily attended with an increafed ation of
the parts fecreting it, which fympathife
with the feat of the difeafe.

7. With regard to the management of
~ the conflitution. [n diet, little reftric-
- tion is neceffary : let, however, excefs in
drink be cautioufly avoided; and efpe-
- cially of thofe liquors which have a ten-
dency either to quicken the general circu-
‘laton, or to act particularly on the or-

gans of urine,

8. In every gonorrhcea, however flight,
- as the inflammation of all dependent parts
is
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ling of one or both tefticles, termed by
authors a Hernia Humoralis.

. 8P

Tums general term of Hernia has been
applied by writers to all the fwellings of
thefe parts; and the addition of Humo-
ralis, 1t may be fuppofed, has been in-
tended to exprefs the origin of the {welling
as arifing from the increafed impulle of
fluids producing diftention, and not from
the protrufion of any folid part: ' Nay, to
avoid even the danger of miftake, though
it was hardly neceflary, they have gone fﬂr
far as to give us diagnoftics of the dlfe&fe ;
which are drawn from,

1. The previous affetion of the ure=

thea. And; s
2. The appearance of the fwelling it-
felf, which always retains the ﬁgurc of the
tefticle. -

LXXXVIL iy

Tue firft fymptom of this difeafe 13
markcd by an increafed pain of the ure-
- X thra, "L
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thra, proceeding in a diretion towards
the veficulz feminales, and fucceeded by
a degree of {welling in the vas deferens,
which foon communicates to the epidy-
dimis. This {welling generally begins
with, or is preceded by, a fuppreflion of
the gonorrheeal difcharge. At times, how=
ever, the running is little affected by it, or
not till fome time in the courfe of the dif=
eafe. From the epidydimis, the {welling
is next conveyed to the tefticle itfelf; and
this {welling, at firlt foft and pulpy, be<
‘comes at laft hard and painful, extending
along the {permatic chord, and occafioning
a painful fenfation of the groin, &ec.—
Symptoms of uneafinefs in other parts alfo
arife; as pain of the fmall of the back,
weaknefs of loins, cholic, naufea, ficknefs,
- &c. and an obftinate firangury often at

rends.
L

LXXXVIL

+  Tars fwelling is found moft frequent]y:
to attack only one tefticle. Sometimes,

however, it attacks both; or on.leaving
H the
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the one, where the irritation of the ure-

thra continues, and of courfe the difeafe is

not fubdued, it affects the other. Authors
have difputed which of the tefticles is moft
frequently the fubject of it. The right
one has been infifted on; and fome rea-

fons may be given from anatomy for this
preference,

LXXXIX.

THE opinions of authors with refpet to
the nature of this complaint have been va-
rious; and from confidering gonorrhcea as
induced by the action of the fpecific virus,
they were of courfe led to imagine, that
the {ame fpecific action was likewife ex-
erted here. In this the early writers were
particularly confirmed from the circum-
ftance of their belief in the gonorrhceal
difcharge being {feminal; which being ge-
nerally fuppl‘ﬁﬂgd on the attack of this
complaint, the retention of it in the tefticle
in a vitiated ftate came to be afcribed as
its caufe.—But this opinion of the gonor-
rheeal difcharge being feminal coming to be

- exploded,
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« exploded, the theory of tranflation was next
jntreduced, and the depofition of the virus
on the tefticle itfelf univerfally admitted.
This wasthedo@rine ftrongly inculcated by
Aftruc; and the fyftem of morbific matter
then prevailing occafioned its being long
received. The manner, however, in which
this tranflation was to be explained, raifed
difficulties ; and on a more intimate ac-
quaintance with the courfe of the lym-
phatics, it was found there were none that
could poflibly convey the virus to this part
without its firft entering the habit. In

~ order, therefore, to account for this tranf=
lation, the paflage of the virus into the
circulation was believed, and that from it
it was depofited here as on a fecrgting
gland. * But wherever the virus is once
admirted inco the circulation, a conftitu-
tional taint, or complete lues, muft be
produced ; and in all cafes of general in-
fection, we find no particular determina-
tion, except in fome very rare inftances,
ever occur to the tefticle. Befides, even
from the fymptoms of the difeafe; this

' H 3 opinion
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, 1s at firft foft and pulpy, and only acquires

116 CONSEQUENCES-

opinion is overturned; for, admitting ity
the {welling fhould in this cafe firft begin
in the tefticle, and from thence be con-
veyed to the epidydimis. But the reverfe
of this is obferved to take place; for the
fwelling 1s firft in the vas deferens, extend-
1ng next to the epidydimis, and laft of all -
to the tefticle and fpermatic chord. The
fwelling is alfo of a particular nature. It

a degree of hardnefs, tenfion, and pain,
from the ftimulus of its own diftention ;
and hence Dr Swediauer remarks, that it
never becomes fo for five or fix days, till
the teflicle is to a certain degree diftended,
and the pain attending it is more of that
fickening heavy kind which marks diften- .
tion., To account, then, for this affettion,
tympathy came at laft' to be introdu-
ced'; and this was rendered the more pro-
bable from obfervation of the effects of
fimple irritating applications to the higher
parts of the urethra. This {welling of the
tefticle has been known frequently to fuc-
geed the operation of lithotomy. The
| {ame
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" fame has been remarked to fucceed the too
' rude application of a bougie; and hence
fimple irritation is alone fufficient for this
effe®. But even in admitting this fimple ir-
ritation as fufficient, pratitioners have flill
been fond of the theory of tranflation; and
the paflage of the virus higher up into the
urethra has been mentioned as occafioning
it. But what neceffity is there for this
fuppofed tranflation? What evidence have
we of it? The venereal virus, we contend,
never leaves its original feat when once
depofited in the urethra, except ulceration
occur; and thefe fymptoms of irritarion
" arifing are merely an effect of the increafe
of inflammation in that part to which it is
originally applied, communicated from
thence by fympathy to the higher parts of
the urethra; for the ation of the venereal
virus we find always circum{cribed: hence
it 1s particular {pots of the urethra, as we
may judge from {ymproms, it affects.
Befides, the virus could only be conveyed
to the higher parts, every author muft al-
low, by abforption. The abforbents near

H3 the
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the feat of the difeafe are the only ones
that could in this cafe a&; and if they did,
their diretion is not towards the furface
of the higher parts of the urethra, but
more internally towards the groin, as we
know by the occurrence of bubo, wherever
a lefion of furface as an accidental confe-
quence of gonorrhcea takes place. Nay,
were the virus aéting in a {pecific manner
on the higher parts of the urethra, from
the violence of {fymptoms which attends
this affe@Gion, and from the charaéeriftic
of its operation in all cafes to form matter,
as thefe parts are incapable naturally of
{ecreting a matter to blunt its action, two
things'mufl neceflarily happen.

1. The production of ulceration intro-
‘ducing pox ; but conftitutional {ymp-
toms do not fucceed hernia humoralis.
And,

2. As'the confequence of the former, in-
curable fore or gleet thould {fupervene: but
during its aQion, we find generally the
difcharge wholly fupprefled; or, if return-

ing,
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ing, it difcovers no fymptams marking ul-
ration.

XC,

Tue circumftances increafing the in-
flammation of the urethra, and proving
therefore the caufes of the prefent coms=
plint, are,

1. Any cold application ta the part; as

- expofure to cold air, wathing with cold
water, &c.
. 2. Acrid aftringent inje&ions: and in
this way only can aftringents prove hurt-
ful, by increafing inflammation; not by
locking up matter, according to common
opinion,

3. Exceflive purging: and hence this
complaint was formerly mare frequent
when the ufe of thefe remedies was in Te-
~pute for the cure of gonorrheea., And,

4. Excefs of venery, or any violent ex-

ercife affeCting thefe parts, as riding on
horfeback, &c.

Hyg XCi,
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XL

TuE duration of this difeafe is various ;
depending much on the irritability of the
patient, and whecher previoufly fubje to
this affetion..  There is always then dan-
ger of its returning in {ucceeding gonor-
rheea; and from the ftate of the part in-
duced by it, or that tendency to altered -
organization, the effe@ of all inflamma-
tion, it is more difficult to remove. TIn
fome, however, the difeafe terminates in a
few days; while, in others, it will conti-
nue for the fpace of a month before any
fenfible diminucion of its bulk is pey-
ceived.

XCIIL

THE termination of this difeafe is for
the moft partin refolution, and {uppura=
tion does not take place in one of a thou-
dand cafes. It is even denied by fome
authors as ever happening, except it arifes
from a conftitutional taint, an affection
very rarely met wigh. This termination,

| " however,
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however, fometimes occurs when'it pafles
into the chronic ftate.

s XCIIL,,

- But though this termination by refolu~-
tion takes place from the complex ftructure
of the affected part, peculiar circumftances
frequently attend it which require atten-
tion. Thefe are,
1. A general hardnefs of the tefticle to
a certain degree, which always} remains,
'and from certain caufes frequently dege-
nerates into fcirrhus; for previous inflam-
mation of the tefticle, from the peculiar
firucture of the part, gives always a prc--
difpofition to this.
. 2. The fame ftate of the epidydimis;
awith this remarkable circumftance, that it
frequently in time fhrivels away entirely,
and that without any hurtful effeét ; for
~ in thefe cafes they retain the fame venereal

powers and inclinations as other men.
i |

« B
[
i

XCIV,

Fanm this general hardnefs of the tef-
ticle,
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ticle, even where no fcirrhus occurs, a des
gree of diftention of the {permatic chord
is often obfervable; and hence the actual
ftate of fcirrhus of the part may be fup-
pofed when no fuch affeGtion has yet ta-
ken place,

In forming a prognofis of hernia hu-
moralis, we are to judge of it by its being
more or lefs eafily {fubdued, as marked by
a diminution of its fize, with the departure
of pain, and return of the former dif-
charge generally in increafed quantity.
But where, with the abatement of pain,
there is no alteration in its fize, and the
running, if returning, is but trifling, then
there i1s danger, by its continuance, of its
rermination in fcirrhus.

XCVIL

Havine endeavoured to eftablifh the
nature of this affe¢tion, we next proceed
to examine its treatment: and for this
purpofe, four indications prefent; the twa
former-:
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former of which are adapted to its acute,
the latter to its chronic {tate.

XCVIIL.
~ Tuk firlt and primary one is, to dimi-
riifh the power of irritation in the affected
part by,
" 1. Producing infenfibility to its aion.
And,
" 2. Leflening the increafed force of the
*gen;:ral circulation, |
;

XCVIIL

Tue firlt of thefe is to be entirely ef+
fe&ed by the ufe of opiates: and from the
previous account of the difeafe, its pro-
priety will appear; though we are chiefly
indebted to Dr Swediauer for being the
firft who infifted on its utility, and by the
fuccefs of his practice proved its eflicacy.
It was indeed formerly taken notice of by
Dr Chapman ; who remarks, that he has
 known the difeafe {fubfide by opiates, after
- bleeding, fomenting, and poultices had no
- effe@. There is little doubt that moft

‘practitioners have employed them, though
.. it
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it has been only in this difeafe with the
fimple intention of obviating pain: but
they are here more generally indicated, as
gonfirmed by Dr Swediauer’s praQtice; and
in every local difeafe, the effect of fimple
irritation, they cannot be too liberally em-
ployed. They are moft properly given
in glyfter, and that in a full dofe at once;
repeated at the diftance of r2 hours, or
oftener, as indicated by the continuance
of irritation and the violence of pain. For
in all cafes of fixed irritation of a part,
remedies applied to the body have then
lefs effe¢t than ufual, the whole nervous
fyftem {ympathifing in a high degree with
the affected part, which renders a more
powerful exhibition of them in thefe fitu-
tions neceflary.

XCIX.

TuEe increafed force of the general cir=
culation, the fecond part of the prefent in-
dication, is diminifhed by,

1. General blood-letting.

2, Attention to pofture. And,

3 3. Simply

J
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3. Simply removing accumulations of
the rectum.

C.

. Tue firflt of thefe, unlefs the fever is
confiderable, that is, as Dr Swediauer ex-
prefles it, unlefs the pulfe be accelerated,
full, and ftrong, is never to be had re-
courfe to . and even then, we muft be de-
termined by the conftitution of the pa-
tient. If attentive early to the difeafe, a
‘degree of increafed action will almoft never
occur; as it only comes on after the actual
ftate of inflammation in the tefticle has for
fome time taken place, and is never, from
.the repeated obfervations of authors, any
part of the original difeafe. Yet wherever
blood-letting is in thefe cafes employed, it
{hould be done very largely; for in all
difeafes of particular organs poflefling
-much fenfibility, the common antiphlo-
giftic plan we find too flow in its operation
to have much effe@.

CL
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CL

THE fecond means of prevcnting the
increafe of {welling, or a horizontal po-
fture, {fhould be ftritly recommiended
from the particular dependent fituation of
the affected part. This attention to po-
fture, in moft acute difeafes, is of import-
ance; as both {ufpending the a&ion of
mufcles which influence the circulation of
parts, and in the prefent cafe it in fome
degree breaks alfo the force from the quan-
tity which 1s increafed by an upright po-
fture. Hence the moft certain relief is
experienced from 1t, and the uneafinefs
by its weight communicating pain to the
higher parts rendered lefs ‘extenfive: for
even {ufpenfion, though fomewhat allevi-
ating pain, is here not fufhcient; and a ho-
rizontal” pofture fthould never on any ac-
count be difpenfed with.

CIL.

THE removal of coftivenefs deferves

likewile to be attended to, as fomewhat
3 anfwering
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anfwering the prefent intention; but more
particularly as allowing the effect of opiates

applied to this fituation to be more powcrful.

CIIL.

 Tuis, then, forms the firft indication in
the cure of the prefent affection; and th:

fecond confifts in either,
1. Leflening as quickly as poflible the
accumulated load in the part itfelf; or,

2. Rendering the latter capable uf fup-
porting the diftention.

CIV.
Tue firlt of thefe is performed by to-
pical venefection; and for this purpofe,

leeches thould be applied in a number pro-
porcioned to the ftate of the difeafe and

violence of the inflammation. They fhould:

be applied at that time when the opiate is
beginning to have effe@, or to exert its fe-
dative power; and by removing the accu-
mulation at this time, the difeafe, without
any necefliry for a repetition of remedies,
will frequently be fubdued., From fome

degree

4
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degree of irritation, however, attending the
ufe of leeches,and the particular natureofthe
inflammation itfelf (deferibed LXKKU].);
many have laid little firefs on their appli-
cation; and the rendering the part capable
of {fupporting the diftenfion by relaxation
has been preferred. The relaxing applica-
tion which we find moft effe@tual, is warm
{teams received on the part frequently, and
contintued for half an hour or three quar- .
ters at a time; the patient being placed
with this view on a perforated chair or
any other convenience, and the tefticles
previoufly fufpended. This is certainly
the moft aétive ftate which the combina-
tion of heat and moifture can receive; and,
where it can be had, is an application to
be preferred for this purpofe both to fo-
:mentation and poultice; though, after the
former, a poultice may be applied, which
will increafe its effe&,

CV.

In the progrefs of this complaint, the.
conftitutional management requires, per-
haps, |




OF GONORRHOEA, 129

haps, miore ftrictnefs than in almoit any
other difeafe. The antiphlogiftic plan is
to be moft rigidly perfevered in; and every
thing that can ig the leaft tend to excite
the action of thefe parts cautiouily avoid-

ed.
CVI.

By thefe two indications, pointed out
XCVIL CUIL the difeafe in its acute {tate,
as obferved XCVI. comes to be removed ;
but from the enlarged fize of the tefticle
frequently remaining, its altered organiza=-
tion giving a predifpofition to {cirrhus, or
this laft having actually commenced, two
others arife, which differ from the former,
and are directed to obviate its confequen-
ces in the part. As thefe confequences
‘confift in its hardnefs and {welling, the
third indication formed is, to attempt its
difcuflion, either, ‘

1. By {fubduing any remains of irrita=
‘tion continuing the former {‘cate, and in-
ereafing the morbid a&ion of the veflels of

th¢ part. Or,
I 2. By
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2. By exciting the powers of the organ
difeafed, fo as to produce a tendency to
acute inflammation, or even this laft ftates

and thus to remove the effe&s of the altered
organization.

CVIL

For inflammation is a procefs on which
moft changes in the ftruGture of parts de-
depend, and which pofleffes very oppofite
eftects according to the different ftate of the
parts in which it appears. In healthy parts,
it evidently induces difeafe; and in the
fame parts, again, under difeafe, when
excited in certain degrees fuited to the
flate of the parts, on which its fuccefs de-
pends, it either again reftores the healthy
ftate, or alters fo far the texture of the part
as at leaft to remove the prefent affeétion

for which it is applied.

CVIIL

Tue firft divifion of this third indica«
tion, then, is effe&ted by the liberal ufe of
{edatives, which are chiefly opium and

cicutay
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cicuta ; and in this cafe they aré pointed

out by the {welling difcovering much pain

of occurring in an irritable habit. Some

authors have fuppofed, that the latter of

thefe, the cicuta, pofeffes a fpecific action

‘on thefe parts, from the fuccefs attending
its ufe; and which is not fo frequent in

its application ‘to {cirrhi elfewhere. It
fhould be ufed in every form, both topi-
cally as well as internally ; and till given

in confiderable quantities, it poflefles gene=

rally little effect. It is more {uited to thofe

-in whom the difeafe retains {till fomething
of its acute nature, and where the altered

organization of the gland is not far ad=

vanced. The firlt to whom we are in=

debted for the long lift of fedatives intro-
- duced into praétice in the cure of fuch
glandular affe@ions, was Dr Storck. With
him they certainly had a fuccefs which
future experience has not always con-
firmed ; and as we cannot doubt Dr
Storck’s authority, it muft therefore have
fﬁepended on that nice difcrimination of
¢ircumitances indicating their application,
12 and
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and which an accurate obferver naturally
acquires; as the flage of the difeafe at
which they are applied, the habit in which
it occurs, and the height likewife to which
their dofes are carried.

CVIL

TBE fecond divifion of this third indi-
cation, in which we attempt overcoming
the {cirrhous ftate by exciting in its veflels
an increafed a&ion, is more difficult to
perform; and its propriety is pointed eut
in thofe particular cafes where an indo-
lence in the fwelling and abfence of pain
chiefly prevail.. It is performed by the
ufe of mercury, mezereon, and other acrid
fubftances of a very penetrating nature;
The mercury, however, is generally with
this view preferred ; and as the cafes oc-
curring in praclice are more commonly of
a mixt nature, it is ufual to combine it
with remedies of the former clafs, particu-
larly the cicuta. Where it is effetual, ‘it
very frequently induces {uppuration ; and
this is always a termination in thefe cafes

e
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to be promoted where there appears the

fmallelt tendency to it.. The mezereon
has of late been much recommended, and

is to be ufed in this cafe both -internally
and topically. Its beft form is the decoc-
tion; though it is very apt to naufeate,
and of courfe {foon difguft the patient.

In perufing the different periodical pub-
lications, a number of different fubftances
are mentioned as fuccefsful in particular
fituations of the prefent difeafe. Their
.altion may be readily explained on the
principles laid down; and for the parti-
culars of their fuccefs, we refer to the pub-
lications themfelves.

CX.

BuT where this third indication, as
fometimes happens, is altogether ineffec-
tual for producing an alteyation of the
difeafe, we next confider what farther re-
fource 1s in our power for its removal, or
how far exciting a fuperior irritation to
that in the feat of the difeafe, in a part
‘with which it {ympathifes, may be attend-
3 : ed

-
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ed with advantage; and this forms the
fourth indication for its cure.

CXIL

Frow the general confent of the fomach
with every part, the ufe of vomits on this
principle has been experiericed often fuc-
céfsful, and in rhe acute ftage of the difeafe
operate frequently like a-charm. The vo-
mit here preferred has béen commonly
two or three grains of turbith mineral;
not that it poflefles any fpecific effect, but
from the violence of its action it§ {fuccels
~here has been more confiderable, -

CXII.

NEexT to the ftomach, from its connec-
tion with the tefticle; and from its ftate
being originally the caufe of the prefent
difeafe, an irritation of the urethra indu-
cing a difcharge has been had recourfe to,
The methods of exciting this are various.

1. By receiving a new infection, or vi-
rulent gonorrheea.

2. By the introduction of a common
bougie ;
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bougie; continuing it tll it produces an
s rriration attended with a copiousdifcharge.
Or,

3. What is reckoned preferable to either
of the former is, the introduéion of a
bougie ftained with venereal matter; and
this practice has of late been often tried 1n
the military hofpitals in Germany. It is
a mode of practice, however, to which
very few will be fond of fubmitting in this
country; and is only authorifed in delpe-
rate cafes, where there is no alternative but
the ufe of the {calpel. Dr Swediauer
mentions no lefs than four inftances of its

¢ fuccefs in his own practice; and where,
no doubt, the urgency of the cafes rendered
it fufficiently excufable, For its fuccefs,
however, much depends on the ftate of the
. tefticle, or the height to which the difeafe
has arrived. Its propriety is pointed out
by its analogy with an iffue, where a de-
pofition on a particular part is prevented
by foliciting a proper quantity of dif-
¢harge from a neighbouring part.

I4 CXI1V.
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CXIIL

Tue method of inoculation by the
bougle, as it is termed, is this: It confifts
in introducing into the difeafed urethra of
a patient under gonorrhcea a2 common
bougie, and retaining it there till it is well
imbued with the gonorrhceal mateer.

This being applied to the furface of a clean

urethra, is to be kept there for four or {ix
hours, till the fymproms of increafing pain
difplay its effe¢t in producing the difeafe,

If the {ymproms of the tefticle, then, do
not remit, and thofe of the gonorrheea are

mild, and the difcharge but {fmall, a new
inoculation is to be made in the {fame man-
ner as formerly, and even repeated if ne-
ceflary; taking care, however, that its feat
be near the extremity of the glans. This
mode of pradtice is very much trufted to;

and diretions have been even given, where

no recent gnnﬂrrhmal matter is to be had,

for drying it on a bougte, {0 as to be at :am}r
| ume fit for ufe.

CK 1v¢
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CXIV.

. But when the fcirrhus refifts all thofe
methods of pradlice detailed, which will
fometimes occur, though more rarely, and
when of courfe there is danger of its ex-
tending to the {permatic chord, and termi-
nating foon in cancer, the only profpect of
cure that is then afforded is by the extir-
pation of the tefticle. It may be remark-
ed, however, that though part of the gland
is in a ftate of fcirrhus, the reft is often
free from difeafe. If the fcirrhous part, -
therefore, is not much connected with the .
fecretion, or does not materially prevent
it, the fun®ion of the organ will continue
to go on, and the fcirrhous part reinain
entirely indolent. This we find to be

frequently the cafe, as formerly obferved
with the epidydimis.
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CXV.

II. GrLEET.

When the difcharge of gonorrheea cone
tinues in both fexes after the active fymp-
toms of the difeale are removed, attended
with a particular weaknefs not felt during

its former ftate; or when a difcharge fi-,

milar to that obferved in gonorrhaea makes
its appearance fome time after the total de-
partureof the previous affection ; the difeafe
then receives the appellation of Gleet, and
differs from the former both in its nature
and caufes. Hence it 1s always to be con-
{idered as the effect of former venereal ex=
cefles, and has its virulence increafed by
whatever accelerates the general circulation.

" CXVL

No venereal affection is perhaps fo ob- :

ftinate in its cure as gleet; and it will often
depart of itfelf after every method has
been ineffeGtually employed. In attempt-
ing.its cure, however, much depends on

an accurate knowledge of the feveral caufes

from

- T .
i R *.
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from which it arifes; and thefe may be re«
duced to the three heads of,

1. Striture in fome part of the paf-
fage.

2. Ulceration. Or,

3. Simple relaxation of the mucous
glands conveying the former difchargﬁ'.‘

CXVIL

« STricTURE is perhaps the moft frequent
caufe of gleet. It is the effect of previous
inflammation during the progrefs of go-
norrheea ; and confifts in,

1. A thickening of the urethra at a par-
ticular part.

2. An excrefcence from its furface. Or,
3. A {welling of the proftate or {fome of
the neighbouring glandular parts.

By the exiftence of either of thefe, an
_irritation in the urethra is kept up, which
occafions the continuance of the difcharge
eftablithed by habit; or this difcharge is
- excited, when the urethra is in fuch a ftate,
by any excefs giving to the urine an un-
- Wfval flimulus, and increafing the circula-

tion
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tion of the part. Hence it generally ap-
pears after much drinking, venery, and
other irregularities ; and is generally ex-
perienced worft during the continuance of
cold weather. |

CXVIIIL

“Tue firft fpecies of ftricture, or a thicks-
ening of fome portion of the {pongy fub-

ftance of the urethra, is the moft frequent
- fource of this complaint. It depends on
an extravafation of lymph into the reticu-
Jar membrane during the violence of cor-
dee, and is particularly marked by fre-
quent erections in the night, when a fenfe
of tenfion and refiftance is felt at a parti-
cular part, as the diftenfibility of the penis
is here fomewhat deftroyed. The intro=
du&ion of a fmall bougie, by being fome-
‘what ftopt in its progrefs at this part, will
likewife dete@it. This complaint generally
increafes in proportion to the frequency of
eretion, as it yields in fome degree to the
force of the fluid diftending the penis.
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CXIX.

Tug fecond fpecies of ftricture, arifing
from an excrefcence or callofity in the
paflage, is lefs common. It is even denied
by fome furgeons of the firft authority as
ever exifting ; and we thould therefore be
inclined to fuppofe, that it had firlt been
the fuggeftion of theory, to which time
had given a fanction as a matter of fact.
‘Mr Daran, the moft {fuccefsful practitioner
that ever attempted the cure of the prefent
difeafe, has been fond of magnifying the
difficulties he had to encounter; and, on
that account, has laboured much to efta-
blith its frequent occurrence. That warts
may arife in the furface of the urethra, as
well as on the prepuce and glans, is
_probable: but we would allege, that they
are very rare; and even practitioners of the
firft reputation in this line have never met
with above a fingle cafe of the difeafe.

Callofities, again, or fcars from former
ulceration, are ftill lefs frequent; as even
thofe who allege that ulcers, in every cafe

of
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of gonorrheea, exift, have found it difficul
to trace their remains. Authors, there-
fore, have been too much led by theory,
and fuppofed they met with thefe difficul«
ties when no fuch a&ually occurred.

CXX..

Taug laft {pecies of firiClure mentioned,
is the fwelling of the proftate, verumonta=
num, or fome of the neighbouring glan-
dular parts. This {welling is the effect of
previous inflammation from gonorrheea, 3
communicated here by {ympathy; and
fuch fympathetic {wellings have this pe~
culiarity, that they poflefs a natural ten-
dency, where the irritation is long conti-
nued, to depart by fcirrhus. The fwelling
of the proftate gland is chiefly known by
the catheter meeting no refiftance till it
arrive at the neck of the bladder; and by
the introduction of the finger into the anus
this {welling may even be felt. It appeare
from difle@ion a more frequent caufe of -
this complaint than is generally imagined ;
and is, at the fame time, more frequently

2 2
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a {crophulous affeion than from a fpe-
cific caufe. It is always to be confidered
as dangerous ; though it is furprifing we
fhould find Mr Daran confidering this,
and all {cirrhous {wellings of thefe parts,
as fo trifling, and as yielding {fo readily to
his modes of praétice, when they'appear {o
obftinate in other parts; and we muft
therefore conclude, that Mr Daran muft
have frequently miftaken the caufe of this
difeafe. Nay, the facility with which you
find him in every inftance ‘afcertain it,
which every other practitioner has allowed
to be often a matter of confiderable diffi-
culty, leads us to fuch a conclufion.

Where the verumontanum isenlarged, it
is only to be known by pain attending
the emiflion of femen.

CXXI.

From ftriture, we come to confider
the fecond caufe of gleet enumerated, or
~ ulceration. And it muft be obferved, that
“though it was refufed as in any cafe pro-
per to fimple gonorrheea, or fuch as occurs
in
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in nine hundred and ninety out of a thou~
fand cafes in practice, and, even when hap-
pening, eflentially altering the nature of
this affeGtion ; yet it is pmﬁerly admitted
here as a caule of gleet. Many authors
have indeed denied the exiftence of ulcera-
tion herd, though it is fupported by feve-
ral refpectable anatomifts; and Fordyce
exprefsly;tells us, that he has feen internal
chancre, for {o he terms it, frequently keep -
up the difcharge of gleet. Wherever it
occurs, it 1s a fign of infe&tion being com-
municated to the habit, and conftitutional
{ymptoms may be expected to fupervene,
The particular feat of thefe ulcerations
cannot be determined by the appearance
of {fymptoms; and fuch ulcerations will
feldom yield to general remedies, as the
flow of urine keeps up a conftant fecretion
of matter from their furface. The figng
of fuch a ftate of the urethra are,

1. Streaks of blood tinging the matter
difcharged. .

- 2. Real blood pafled. Or,

» 3, Acute pain confined to one particular
2 {pot ;

!
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fpot; and felt moft fharply on preflure,
the introducion of the catheter, or on the
emiffion of urine.

But a queftion here naturally prefents,
Whether fuch ulcerations are ever without
ftricture; or whether perhaps they arife
only as an éffe@ of it # That they do fre-
quently arife as an effect of it, 1s certain ;
| but that they may exift independent of
firicture, we have every reafon for alleging,
and efpecially in irritable habits;, where a
breach of {ulid eafily takes place.

CXXIIL

Tar laft caufe of gleet, or fimple relax-
ation of the mucous glands, is perhaps the
Jeaft frequent of any; and it has been even
afferted by many as never happening ; for
the difcharge, they are of opinion, without
the prefence .of fome fource of irritation;
cannot be continued. From what is ob-
ferved, however, in the cafe of the bron-
chial glands, which a long time after the
departure of catarrh continue to difcharge
- apreternatural quantity of their fecretion,
| K | it




CNES

140 : CDNEEQyEHCES

it does certainly take place; for in every‘
part from which an adtive difcharge has
proceeded, a difpofition is ftill retained tj
continue it after the removal of the cauie.ﬂ |
Hence the tendency which all hemorrha=
gies poflefs to return; and its true nature,
therefore is only to be known here from,
1. The appearance of the fymptoms be—ﬂ
ing milder than thofe of the original gn-{l. -
norrheea.  And, |

2. There being no chance of a new m-.-
fection.

CXXIII.

From the view offered of the feve:‘al*
caules of this difeafe, its treatment will ap-
pear to admit of confiderable variety. It
proceeds, however, on three general prin-
mp]eq and thefe are, |

. When arifing from {tricture, either
b}r dﬂatatmn or {uppuration.

2. When from ulceration, by {fuppura-
tion alone. And,’ .
3. When from relaxation of the mucous
glands, by exciting to a certain degree ad~

hefive |

_ .
-._Il.l-l-""-"
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héfive inflammation, or that fpecies by
which an alteration in the future functions
of thefe glands is produced, prevenring
their farther {ecretion of mucus.

CXXIV.

BuT from whatever caufe this affection
arifes,it is perhaps the mof(t difficult to re-
move of any that falls under the notice of
the phyfician. Even rules will not apply
to it; and its cure is often fo whimfical,
that what will remove itin one, will per-
haps in the fame fituation, as far as we can -
judge, increafe it in another. It is at-
tacked, however, in two ways; either con-
{titutionally, or locally. The latter of thefe,
however, is preferable, and fhould always
be conjoined with the former. We fhall
therefore confider the local mechod of cure
firlt; which 1s performed either by a di-
rect application to the part itfelf, or to a -
- neighbouring part conne@ed with it.

' i A GEXN,
Tue applications to the part itfelf pof=
K2 fels
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fefs cither a folid or fluid form. 'The |
firlt of thefe are what are termed Bnugtes,f |
the management of which is perhaps the y
niceft operation in furgery; and till the
time of Mr Daran, who was the firft that
brought them to perfecion, diforders of
the urcthra were very little underftood, and

c:mﬁd?red among the opprobria of our |
art. |

wd

CXXVL

Tue principle on which bougies are
formed, is their pofleflion of a certain de-
gree of pliancy to adapt them to the part ;
and a certain degree of irritation, when ap-
plied there, to alter its ftate. Hence they
are of two kinds; the former of which act |
by fimple dilatation, the latter by an irri-
tation alfo on the part inducing fuppura-
tion. This was the idea formed of them
by Mr Daran, as we learn by the publica-
tion of his original receipts for their com-
pofition. Modern {urgeons, however, have
fuppofed, that the materials of their com-
pofition are a matter of little importance; =

and
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and that the whole depends on their form,
fize, and confiltence. Thus Sharp feems
to prefer mercury for their compofition ;
while Goulard, on the contrary, employs
his favourite remedy lead ; and as they are
‘equally fuccefsful with thefe different
compofitions, we naturally infer, that it is
more the mechanical nature of the bougie
. than the compofition that gives it effeét.

CXXVIL

BeroRrg  the uume of Mr Daran, the
common applications for this purpofe were
leaden canule; which not only gave con-
~ fiderable irritation, but by their want of
pliancy produced very troublefome effeéts,
and by no means an{wered the purpofe for
which they were intended.. They were
befides loaded with different applications
of a cauftic or corrofive nature, which
produced large fyppurations in the fub-
{ftance of the urethra, ending often in in-
curable fitulz,

K 3 CXXVIIL.
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|

way as warts of the prepuce fhrivel by ex~

fuccefs, a great deal depends on the abi-
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CXXVILI,

Tue fimple action of bougies, then, is
to be confidered as that of a wedge; and
their fuccefs in this way depends on two |
circumftances. Eicher, | _.

1. Their conveying fuch an irritation
as, independenc of the refiftance from their
fize alone, may excite {uppuration in the =
ftricture; which yields more readily to s #
aClion than the contiguous furface, as the
glands here pour out their mucus to leflen
the irritation. Or, -

2. Their fize producing fuch a dilation |
as, exciting the animal powers, occafions !
abforption from the ftriture, in the fame

citing inflammation in the contiguous
parts. -

'

OXEIX

Iy the ufe of bougies, to enfure their

lities of the pracitioner; and it was only
from a conllant attention to this fubject,
thag B
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that Mr Daran acquired in it fuch merit,
his frequent opporctunities giving him a
facility in their application which 1s only
to be gained by conftant practice. The cir-
cumftances, however, on which a fuperior
1kill in their management would feem to
depend, are,
1. In attending to the time of their in-
~trodu@ion; which fhould be immediately
after making water, as the urethra 1s then
in a relaxed ftate, for its fibres poflefs a
confiderable power of contraction. And in
order therefore to obviate this, where the
introduction of a bougie is rendered difli-
cult, it may be propofed to inject into the
~urethra a {olution of opium {fome time be-
fore, and attempt it when the atonic
ftate commences : for we find it often im-
poflible to introduce any but the {malleft
bougie into that very urethra which at
-other times admits a very large one; a
firong proof of its contraitile power.
2. In the manner of pafling them ; which
 thould be done flowly, or by gradual ad-
vances, 1if, {topping near the glans, it may
| Ka have
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form the feat of gonorrheea: and this is
even more liable to happen when the bou~
gie is f{mall; and in this cafe its diretion

muft be changed to avoid them. In enter-

ing it, it frequently meets with refiftance

at fir{ty but, by perfevering for {fome time,
it comes to advance. This happens from

the paffage not being always in the line of
the urethra; for in this a great difference
prevails in different fubjets, and it is fre-
quently altered from its original ftate by
difeafe. It is often difficult to fay whe-
ther it has really entered at firft, or 1s only

bending. If it does not recoil, it has en-
tered, though this may fometimes be not
above one-tenth of an inch. Mr Daran
gives us many cafes of thiskind, and men-
tions the neceflity for patience; as they
come gradually every day to penetrate far-
ther, till a perfet cure has been at laft
completed. From the difference in the
fize of theurethra at tire: pifice of the ftric-
tyre, it often, when 1t gets into 1t, 1§
orafped there, and the end on its removal
. appears

)
|

-‘..
4

o sl -
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appears comprefled for as far as it has
entered ; and by the length of this you
may know how far it has pafled into the
firicture,

3. In the frequency of their introduc-
‘tion, which fhould be as ofien as the pa-
tient can bear. And to this Mr Daran paid
particular attention ; introducing them-at
leaft three or four timesevery day, and con-
fining the patient firictly during their in-
troduétion to a recumbent pofture.

4. In the adapting their fize to the ure-
thra of the patient,and gradually enlarging
them according to the progrefs of the cure.
This requires particular regard ; and we
would maintain, that you cannot begin
‘with one too {mall, efpecially where they
require to be ufed, as they commonly do,
for a confiderable time. It is alfo very
neceffary from the contra@ile power of

the urethra, which is incapable of bearing .

an irritation of this kind refifting its con-

trachility till fomewhat habituated to its
dpplication.

CXXX.

e
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CXXX.

AvrL bougies thould at firft be fomewhat

&

=

r

of an irritating kind, which is recom-

mended by Mr Daran ; for as the diame- *

ter of the urethra is moft contra@ed at the
feat of the firi¢ture, the irritation of the
bougie, if fmall, will be chiefly againft that

part: and as foon as a degree of {uppura-

tion 1s induced, the bougie is then to be

changed for one that a¢ts merely by fimple

dilatation ; the ufe of which will produce

little farther irritation than what arifes

from its fize diftending the cavity of the g

urethra. As much depends on the pliancy

of bougies, perhaps the belt fort in this

laft cafe would be thofe formed from the
claftic refin,

CXXXL

PrEVIOUS to the ufe of any bougie, it
fhould be oiled ; and, before introducing

it; the {furgeon, grafping the glans penis,

thould gently extend the member, that the 3

urethra may be made ftraight, and the =
e " bougie =
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bougie meet by this means no impediment
to its entrance. It thould always pafs an
inch beyond the ftricture if poflible, but
no farther, from its acting as an extraneous
body againft the found furface of the ure-
thra; and there fhould be at leaft an inch
of it remaining to bend on the glans.

CXXXIL

In pafling a bougie, we are determined
in its extent by the fituation of the ftric-
ture. If it is near the glans, it thould be
palled but a {mall way. . When, again, it
1s about the bulb, which 15§ more com-
‘monly the cafe, the fize of the bougie
fhould be larger than otherwife, to {upply
the neceflary preffure. If in the bend of
‘the urethra, or near the bladder, its flexi-
bility fhould be proportionally increafed.

CXXXIIL.

WaeN firft ufing a bougie, the degree
of pain will determine the time of its ap-
‘ication, or how long it is to be continued
‘at once, In fome, it cannot be left re-
maining
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maining above half an hour at a time; in
others, it may be continued for fix, {even,
or more houis on a ftretch. There is in
this refpect the greateft variety,and we can
- only be determined by circumftances; tho’
the longer it 1s rétained, the fooner will the
cure be completed; and wherever the
{malleft bougie will pafs, a cure may be
depended on and generally enfured. A
bougie thould never be pafled in the night-
time, as {ymptoms of irritation, confifting
in frequent ereGtions, cordee, &c. are then
moft liable to come on; and the diftention
of the urethra always forms a refiftance ta
its action, '

EX XTI

Tur time neceflary for the cure of ftric=
ture by bougies muft be very various, and
influenced by the particular circumftances
of its nature and fituation. After its ufe,
however, for a few weeks, the {fymptoms
begin to abate; though a difcharge always
continues during the whole time the bou-
gie is employed, and it is only by dif-

continuing ‘
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continuing it for fome days we can judge
of the departure of the difeafe. Where
there are feveral ftrictures, which is often
the cafe, we generally know it during the
ufe of the bougie, as it pafles more quickly
after it gets over each ; and we can thus
count their number. But wherever, du-
ring the progrefs of the cure, painful
{ymptoms occur, the bougie fhould be dif=
continued for a few days; and then, as
fymptoms abate, had recourfe to anew,
During its ufe, alfo, the colour of the dif-
charge is altered, and acquires the fame
appearance as during the attive ftate of go=-
norrheea,

CXXXV,

Witn refpe@ to the compofition of
bougies, it may be made very fimple.
Many receipts ate given. What Mr
Hunter feems to prefer, is fimply wasx,
- o, and litharge; and bits of rag being
dipt 1n this compofition when hot, and
afterwards fmoothed with a fpatula before
receiving their form, will anfwer all pur-

pofes.
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pofes. Mr Sharp, as formerly obfefved;
has preferred introducing into them a
quantity of quickfilver, which he imagines
gives them a fuperior advantage. On what
principle it proceeds we cannot determine;
while the extinguifhing the quickfilver is
attended with a good deal of difficulty,
and generally {eparates from the compofi-
tion on the preflure being applied to form

them. That they tend more from-this

addition to'induce {nppuration, may from

his own obfervations be refuted; for he

remarks, that he has often ufed feveral of
the faline preparations and - precipitates
blended in this way with plafter, and found
that they always loft their corrofive nature,
and became hereby inert. But where we
wifh them to produce irritation, it may be
proper, as Mr Hunter recommends, to in-
troduce fometimes into their cnn;pc}f?timi ,
turpentine, camphor, &c. |

CXXXVL

In the formation of bougies, the great
art confifts in giving them a fmoothnefs of

X furface,

]
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furfice, and retaining them of a uniform
_thicknefs in every part.

CXXXVIIL

- WiTH attention to thefe feveral rules de-
livered on the ufe of the bougie, the chief
fecret for their fuccefs, it may be obferved,
confifts alfo in attention to the patient. Too
~much indeed cannot be paid. It was to
this entirely Mr Daran owed his reputation.
- He made 1t his principal employment; and
the patient either lived with him, or he
attended him fo clofely as to direct every
the moft minute circumftance concerning
him. Aleng with this, too, as his attempts
were made in fuch a judicious manner
from long experience, his practice, if the
‘difeafe was curable, could not fail; for
~ whoever takes in hand the management of
- complaints of the urethra, muft lay it down

~as a rule to be a flave to it.
|

¥
N |

P
i

CXXXVIIIL.

- It muft be remarked, that the bougie
.~ does not always etfectan enure cure, or at

o leaft

.:ﬁl;.
:
.1:'

-

WGERRE
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leaft that the parts, from their natural dif=
pofition to contra&®, refume often their
morbid ftdte in fome time after its difcon-
tinuance. On this account, it thould ftill
be ufed at times in fuch patients after the
apparent removal of the difeafe.

CXXXIX.

BuT, when arifing from ftriGture, as the
cure of gleet by this gradual method is {low,
its quicker removal has been attemipted ei-
ther by,

1. A more forcible a&ion of the bougie
itfelf than hitherto recommended. Or,
- 2. The application of cauftic to the feat
of the difeafe.

CXL.

WuzeRre the bougie is employed in this
way, it fhould be introduced as tight as
poflible; and therefore a large one muit
be ufed, and fhifted very often, fo as to
overcome the refiftance by inducing a
fpeedy fuppuration in it. But in this way

there is often mifchief done, and a new
® paflage
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paffage formed, attended with very dan-
gerous confequences. It is not, however,
the fault of the inftrument, but of the ope-
rator; who {hould be able foon to detect
this, and preventits progrefs. In order to
do this, it 1s neceffary to pay great atten-
tion to the progrefs of the difeafe; and if
there is no alteration of the original fymp-
grr’tums while the bougie is making progrefs,
I anew paflage is certainly forming,

+ CXLL

THE application of cauftic requirves a
very nice management in previoufly afcer-
‘taining exactly the feat of the difeafe. It
was firlt employed in this cafe with fuccels
by a very ingenious {urgeon in London,
~and by him direéted to be paffed through
" a canula made for that purpofe. - It thould
“always be had recourfe to wherever a bou-
gie cannot be pafled ; and there are few
cafes, if properly emplc}yed which it will
~not cure. If the ftricture is in the ftraight
“part of the urethra, it is Eaﬁ]} applied ; if,
“however, it is beyond this, it is fomewhat

L - difficule,




162 CONSEQUENCES

difficult, and requires the canula to be
bent in order to its application. The.
cauftic thould generally remain, when in-
troduced, for at leaft five minutes on the
part; and after its application, the patient
{hould, if poflible, immediately make water;,
or fome fluid fhould be inje@ed into the
urethra to wafh it off. As itis here of ma-
terial confequence to avoid pain, we would
advife, that before the ufe of the cauftic a
{oldtion of opium fhould be injected into
the urethra, which will likewife facilitate
the introdu@ion of the canula; and that
the cauftic fhould be alfo mixt with ex-
tract of opium inftead of {oap. Threeor
four applications of it will commonly fuc~
ceed ; and it thould be applied, if poflible,
every day, or at the very fartheft every
other day.

CXLIIL

STRICTURES in women are not fo com-
mon as thofe in men. Where they do oc~
cur, they are to be removed in the fame
manner as thofe in the other fex. 'They

are
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are generally eafier, from the fhortnefs of
the urethra; and when the bougie is em-
ployed, in order to retain it, the T-band=
age is found neceflary.

CXLIIL

Frowm the imprudent ufe of bougies, as
‘they are generally entrufted by the furgeon
to patients themfelves, accidents fome-
times happen in confequence of their being
introduced too far; fo that they either {lip
into the bladder alrogether, or get beyond
the glans, and are fixed by the confradile
power of the urethra. In the firft cafe,
there are many inftances of their being re-
tained, and forming a nucleus to calculi,
afterwards difcovered by the operation of
lithotomy. In other cafes, from the in-
creafed force of the bladder which takes
place in ftricture, they have been expelled
in various folds, foftened by their retention,
Where a bougie is only an inch or two
- within the urethra, it may be brought out
by applying one hand under the fcrotam,
{0 as to fix it there, and pufhing down the

L 2 urethra
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urethra with the other hand upon it. By
repeated attempts in this way you will fucs .
ceed; and if it is {malland foft,{o as to bend, ,
the forceps may be pufhed down upon it
ufed forextracting calculi from the urethra. |
But where, unluckily, it is {o far advanced
as to be in the bend of the urethra, this
method cannot fucceed; and it will be:
then neceflary to cut upon it, or allow its
pafling into the bladder. To prevent,,
however, all fuch accidents, a f{oft cotton
thread fhould be tied round the bougie:
and pénis, {o as to hinder its paflage into
the urethra.

CXLIV.

“BurT from the ufe of bougies, efpecially
when their forcible action in the deftruc-
tion of firicture is employed, or even where
in irritable habits no fuch force is at-
tempted, morbid {ymptoms frequently
arife in the {yftem in general, as well as
in the particular parts expofed to their ac=
rion. i

CXLVE
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CXLV.

Tue effets of their irritation on the {y-
ftem in general are, faintings, cold {weats,
and even, though more rarely, temporary
lofs of {enfes. Thefe {ymptoms, however,
8 depart after two or three trials; and more
commonly occur, where, from the long
‘continuance of the ftricture, the refiftance

¥ is greater than ufual,

CXLVI.

I~ the urethra itfelf, the morbid {fymp-
toms depend either on,

1. Simple excefs of irritation. Or,

2. Improper introdu@ion of the bou-

gie. -
* CXLVIL

IN the firft cale, {wellings arife in the
~contiguous parts that fympathize with the
“difeafe, as in the groin, about the pelvis, and
_in the tefticle. Strangury alfo is frequently
induced from this caufe. Such effe@s,
‘however, ar¢ merely temporary, and re-

L 3 | quire
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quire only for their removal a milder ap-
plication of the remedy.

CXLVIIL

But from the improper introduction of
the bougie, the moft ferious confequences,
| on the contrary, arife; for a new paflage
‘. being formed prevents the cure of the ori-
ginal difeafe, and the continuance of the
latter 1s always to be confidered as danger-
ous. This paflage is generally along the
fide of the natural one; and is formed in
the fpongy fubftance of the urethra, pro-
ceeding in a ftraight line towards the pe-
rineum, and thence to the reGtum, It
may be formed equally on either fide of the
ura:hra; and when once made, thereis no
cure but by opening the parts externally.
To do this, let a ftaff be pafled into the
urethra as far as pofiible; which will pro-
bably be at the bottom of the new paflage,
and beyond the ftri€ture or feat of the dif-
eafe. Let the end of the ftaft be then felt
tor externally, and cut upon by making an
wound at leaft an inch long. If the new
paffage
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paflage is between the urethra and body
of the penis, you will get into the former
before the new paffage; and if this is the
cafe, there will be no neceflity. for going
farther, as a probe may be then pafled, or
+ fimilar inftrument, towards the glans;
while the ftriGurelying in that direction,
the probe will pafs through it and remove
the obftruction there.

CXLIX.

Wt have thus confidered the direét ap=
plications to the part, in cafes of gleet, of a
folid nature ; and are next led to examine
thofe of a fluid kind, which confift of in-
je@tions of various compofition.

CL.

Tue application of the former, or the
bougie, is more permanent in its effects :
but it fhould only be ufed when injections
fail ; and unlefs there is evident fticture,
it {hould not be introduced far, as it 1s
liable by its irritation to induce a ftate of
difeafe in parts not affected.

L4 GLl:
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CLL i

Tue injections of the prefent clafs pro=
ceed on the fame principle formerly men-
tioned in directing the fecond indication
of cure in gonorrheea, by exciting in the
part a fuperior irritation to that from the
original difeafe. = They require on that
account to be here much ftronger, as the
parts habituated to irritation from the
difeafe require a fironger ftimulus to affe¢t
them. Thus even extra@ of Goulard, in the
undiluted {tate, as Mr Hunter informs us,
has been thrown in, and completed a cure;
and the firft effe@ of fuch remedies to be

fuccefsful is the production of violent in-
flammation, which foon goes off. The de-
gree of ftrength they require, we are to &
judge of from the duration of the difeafe.

qu-ﬂ-’*. e B
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CLIL

in women, gleet is a more frequent
difeafe than in men; and from the ftruc-
ture of parts, it is only to be cured by the
prefent means, as bougies cannot be em-
ployed ;
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ployed; and in the ufe of all the topical
remedies applied for the cure of gleet, they
i]muld be perfilted in a confiderable time
after - the difcharge and other {fymptoms
‘attending it are removed,  till a new {tate
of the parts on which the cure depends is
{o far confirmed that there is no danger of
a relapfe ;—for each fucceflive return is
‘more difficult to remove.

CLIIL.

Axavrocous to the cure of gleet by
fuch inje€tions, it is to be remarked,
that it has been removed by violent and
long continued exercife on horfeback ; and
allo, as mentioned by Dr Swediauer, by
the rude thrufting of a catheter into the
urethra producing an effufion of blood.

CLIV.

Havinc endeavoured to explain the
nature and a@ion of dire@ applications to
the part itfelf in the cure of this. difeafe,
Wwe next take a view of thofe which fucceed
F by
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by an effe@ on contiguous parts connefted
with it.

CLV.

Tuis effect depends on fympathy, and
they act likewife by irritation. Thus a
large {preading chancre on the penis, at-
tended with confiderable inflammation,
has cured gleet. A blifter applied to the
under fide of the urethra has had the {ame
effe@.  Ele@ricity, by fparks from the
glans, has been equally fuccefsful; and by
attending to the principle on which they
proceed, fuch cures deferve to be imitated.
Nay, it has been recommended in certain |
-obftinate cafes, on this principle, to attempt
the receiving a new infe@ion ; which, by
the inflammation it excites, and generally
in a different part of the urethra, removes

the former difeafe.

CLVI.

From the local treatment of the prefent.
affe@ion hitherto examined, we proceed 113;
the laft place to the Conftitutional; which,,

we
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we remarked, fhould always be conjoined
with the former. The remedies of this
kind may be reduced to four heads; of
mercurials, aftringents, tonics, and ftimu-
lants.

CLVIL -

- Wirn refpe& to the firft, wherever 1t
proceeds from ulceration, and a breach of
folid has taken place, there 1s always dan-
ger of abforption; and of courfe the ufe of
mercury is properly indicated, even where
topical means are at the fame time em-
ployed. It will very rarely, however, of
itfelf effect a cure; and it requires in this
cafe a good deal of judgment in its exhi-
‘bition. It was on this account Mr Daran
made it a rule, wherever venereal confti-
tutional {fymptoms appeared, to delay if
poflible the ufe of mercury till the d:ieaf’c
of the urethra was removed.

CLVIIL,

. ASTRINGENTS, the fecond clafs of re-
‘medies employed, are more adapted to the
cure
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cure of gleet arifing from fimple relaxation
than where a real alteration of ftructare
~ has been induced. The ufe of thefe re-
medies was the favourite pra&tice of Dy

Tiflot, as we find by his treatife intitled

Onania. Their influence, however, is not -

{fo extenfive as the others; and they are

frequently conjoined, particularly with the
next clafs, or the tonics.

CLIX.

Tue tonics have been very generally
employed in this difeafe, but not with

fuch fuccefs here as in checking the paffive

difcharges that occur in other parts of the
fyftem. The idea of debility annexed to
the eontinuance of the difcharge, fupports,
by analogy; in this cafe their ufe; tho’ they

are only to be relied on, like the former,
when there prevails a fimple relaxation of

the mucous glands. The tonic moft truft-
ed to is cold bathing.

CLX,
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CLX.

STIMULANTSs are f{till more 1mproper
than tonics; and it was, formerly remark-

- ed, that the violence of the difeafe 15 in-

creafed by whatever accelerates the gene-

~ral circulation. In fome conftitutions there

is a very great peculiarity in this refped,

‘and the moft trifling ufe of ftimulants is

~ found to increafe every fymptom of the

difeafe. They can only aét by exciting

ng degree of fever; and this can 011]}’ be

ferviceable where the difcharge 1s kept up
by fimple relaxation; which 1s almoft never
the cafe, as it gives a tendency to adhe-

- five inflammation. The ftimulants com-

monly preferred with this view are the
balfams, from their particular determina-

- tion to the urinary organs, which is fup-

pofed to give them a fpecific tnfluence on

- thefe parts,

T

L)

CLXI.
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CLXI.

III. OBsTRUCTION OF URINE,

ConnEecTED with gleet, is the fupreflion
of urine from a venereal caufe. This com-
plaint has been generally treated at large
by all writers, and two fpecies of it are to
be remarked; the one acute, appearing
during the violence of gonorrheea, which
is merely temporary; the other of a chro-
nic nature, though the efle® too of this
previous affection, and marked by a train
of {ymptoms, often advancing for a num-
ber of years before rifing to this height,
and depending on a morbid alteration in
the ftructure of the urethra.

CLXIL.

Tue firlt of thefe arifes from an increafe
of inflammation, giving {uch an irritability
of furface, that the ftimulus of [the urine,
as foon as thrown into the urethra, occa- *
fions its contraétion or fpafmodic ftate; or
from a {pafm of the {phin&@eritfelf, indu- .

ced by the fame caufe.
2 CLXIIT.
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CLXIIL

Tuis difeafe has been generally fuppo-
fed, even by the lateft writers, to depend on
atranflation of the venereal virus: But what
proof have we of fuch a tranflation taking
place? The fame arguments will apply
here which were formerly mentioned when
treating of the {welled tefticle; and if fuch
a tranflation were acually to happen, the
‘difeale, from confidering its obftinacy in
its original feat; would continue for a
length of time, and, from the nature of the
parts, terminate alfo in ulceration, which
we find almoft never the cafe; and even
then, according to the obfervation of Dr
Swediauer himfelf, it is produced by the
too rough introduction of the catheter, oc-
cafioning a lefion in thefe parts.

Befides, we find women equally fubje@
to this complaint in the progrefs of go-
norrheea, in whom the feat of gonorrheea
‘18 never in the urethra ; and in whom, of
courfe, no fuch tranflation can happen.

]

CLXIV.
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CLXI.

- Tuis {pecies of the cnmplamt being, am
obferved, merely temporary, is to be treat~
ed by the common means of obviating in- |
ﬂammatiun; for which two indications
come here to be formed. |

The firft is, to allay irritation, whether
from {pafm or diftention. The former, by
the ufe of opiates in large dofes exhibited
in glyfter, which generally fucceed where
the difeafe is not very obftinate : The lat=
ter, by the timely incrodudion of the ca+
theter, thus removing the contents of the
bladder ; and it fhould be cautioufly and
dexterouily employed, to prevent any lefion
- of fubftance, and nicely' adapted 1n 1irs
fize to the ftate of the parts; for in fome
cafes, the fpafm is fo great,. that nothing
larger than a catgut can be found to pafs:-
and in fuch cafes, it {hould be flowly in-
troduced ; as from the irritability of the
urethra it is thrown, on its application, into

frequent {pafms through its whole extent,
3 which
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which require a certain time before they
go off, to admit its farther progrefs.
The fecond indication for its cure is to
excite a powerfnl irritation 1o the conti~
guous parts, thus taking off the fpafm from
the feat of 'the difeafe. This is performed
ceither by the application of blifters to the
perinzum, or ftimulating clyfters ito:the
yetum, '
The formeris found frequently to act
like a charm, even where opiates hawe
‘been experienced rineffetual : the latter
is .onlyto be thad recourfe to when the
bladder is/ina veryfmall degree diftended,
which is feldom the cafe, as they merely
:excite itgnatural.contractileefforts by -their
~added irritation; though, if itids fo much’
«iftended that thefe efforts cannot be ex-
cited, or/not with fufficient effet, it/then
ancreafes the ftate «of the difeafe; and
where they are ufed, attention fhould be
paid by pradtitioners to this circum-
- flance,

M - CLXV.
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i | CLXV.

| | To ﬂmw {till farther the pnwerful effects
: of irritation arifing from a confent of parts,
and the great degree of attention'which the
laws  of {ympathy deferve, Dr Swediauer
gives a fingular enough fa& in the cure of
the prefent complaint. |
In a fuppreflion of urine, the life of an’
‘eminent phyfician in the army, he informs
‘us, was {aved by covering the glans penis
with the frefh pellicle of an egg found be~
tween the fhell and albumen ; which, as
_foon as it grew dry and began to contra®,
from itg irrication on the  glans pruduced.
a flow of urine. 'The application of this
fadt is of importance. Theglans, we know,
is acutely fenfible.. It {ympathifes in a
~wery. particular manner with all the genital
organs; and as a proof of it, no difeafe of
themralmoft occurs without fome fenfation
in the glans being felt and enumerated as.
a fymptom. If fuch a fimple irritation of
it as in the fac related was attended with

{uch happy effets, what may not be ex-
pected
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pelted from more powerful applications to
this part? «
CLXVL
~ WE have thus examined the firft fpecies
of venereal ftrangury, which generally
yields {oon to the remedies pointed out;
we next enter on the fecond; or chronic
kind, where the removal of the difeafe
is only to be effected by a long continu-
ance of, and unremitting attention to, the
means employed.
CLXVIL

Tue firlt and leading f}rmptom that at-
tends this fecond {pecies; 1s the {tream of
“urine becoming fenfibly diminifhed, and
‘never being emitted without fome degree of
pain. When guilty of any excefles affed-
ing this fecretion, a total ftoppage of it
{fometimes occurs, which is for a while re~
lieved by the common means of obviating
‘inflammation. Thefe fits of fuppreflion
~ become gradually more frequent, and often

wnthnut any expofure to the caufes former-
M 2 | ly
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ly inducing them. Suppurations from
the retention of the urine in'the paflage,
and the increafed ftimulus it hereby ac-
quires, come then in procefs of time to
form ; and at laft difcover themfelves by
breaking externally in the perinzum thro’
a fiftulous opening, at which the difcharge
often continues to be pafied for life. This
1s perhaps the moft miferable ftate to which
a patient can be reduced by difeafe. From
its continuance he foon acquires a ftrong
urinous {mell, which renders him unwel- |
come to fociety. Bur befides this, the dif~
eale advances ftill farther; and by the in-
creafe of inflammation wherever a filtula
in perinzo is fornied,’ finufes arife which
run in all directions, and are more or lefs
dangerous according to their depth or'the
parts they affe&.

CLXVIIL
Tre caufe of this affe@ion may becon-
fidered always as depending on firicture;
and u'ceration is only here an effet oc-
_curring during the progrefs of the difeafe,
' - when
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when it has gained a certain height. This
{tricture confifts in an enlargement of par-
ticular parts leflening the diameter of the
urethra, in the manner already pointed out
when enumerating the caufes of gleet; or
in a general contra@ednefs of the urethra,
which may be termed a ftate of chronic

{paim.
CLXIX.

Tais laft 1s very common 1in thofe who
have been frequently fubject to gonor-
rheea, and where an mmproper ufc of 1n-
jections has been made, being particularly
‘marked by the following train of {ymp-
toms. The patient, as already mentioned,
firlt perceives his {iream of urine dimi-
nithed ; and he cannot void it without
{fome difficulty. This difliculty he gene-
rally complains of in his firlt attempt. By
~ exerting {ome little force with the abdo-
minal mulcles, the refiftance is overcome
for a time: but the refiltance increafes
again as the bladder collapfes, infomuch
shat it cannot be emptied beyond a certain
| M 3 point;
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point ; and the laft drops of urine which
h_ave patled into the urethra, wanting a
{ufficient impulfe from behind, 00ze out
ang conunue to come away for fome time
after miGuricion.: Under thefe circum-
ftances, alfo, the femen is never expelled
In coition as it ought to be, though fecre~
ted in proper quantity; and thus a fpecies
of dyfpermatifinus, or impotency, likewife
occurs; for when thrown into the urethra,
1t 15 foon arrefted in its courfe. Tt'is on
this account the prefent complaint is {el-
dom mentioned to the {furgeon ; and even
where a bougie is pafled here, it meets
with no particular refiftance. This fault
Thas been generally afcribed to a particular
ftate of the mufcles of the penis, which
ferve for the expulfion of its fluids: but
as the urine and femen are both difcharged
better in proportion to the time the penis
retains its eretion ; fo it {feems ta depend
on a contra&ed or fpafmodic ftate of the
fibres of the urethra, with a want of {ecre=-
tion of mucus, the confequence of the ob-

| literation

- =
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literation of fome of its glands induced by
previous inflammation. p U R%

CLXX,

But the former fpecies of {tricture, or

an enlargement of fome particular portion
of the urethra, claims more efpecially our
attention, and is to be confidered as the
moft puzzling circumfitance that falls to
_eur management in furgery.  Wherever,
combined with fuppreflion of urine, the
Jatter, when 1t comes to be difcharged, 1s
not voided in a full ftream, fuch a caufe
may be fufpected; and the introdu&ion of
a catheter or a bougie becomes always
- proper to afcertain it.

W e

CLXXI.

Tue period at which this complaint
comes on, after the departure of gonor-
- rheea, 1s various. In fome, it appears fo
- early as in a few months ; in others, not
- till the diftance of fo many years; and
even in fome it is not preceded by any
- {ymptoms which ' could give {ufpicions
M 4 of
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of its exiftence. It is, however, in gene-
ral {low of forming; and when form-
ed, poflefles, as well as the natural fub-
ftance of the urethra, in a certain degree,
the power of contraction, fo as at fome
periods of the feafon to give greater um=
eafinefs than at others. In fome cafes,
the {krifbure extends in : the wurechra, as
Mr Hunter obferves, above an imnch; of a
hard white texture, and refembling a piece
of packthread drawmn acrofs.

CLXXIL.

Many authors have doubted whether
thefe firi¢tures are to he confidered as the
confequence of venereal irritation. If not
of the infection as {pecific, they are cer-
tainly the effet of inflammation, moft
probably from a venereal caufe. The ar-
guments on which they ground their opi-
nions are,

1. The occurrence cf partial ftriGture in
all paflages. - _
- 2. The diftance of time at which they

take place from the original difeafe.
% 3. Their
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3. Their ficuation; which is never where
gonorrheea attacks, but in the membra-
neus part of the yrethra.
- But thefe arguments are by no means
conclufive 3 for,
y. The paflages moft liable to ﬁrréture:
we find to be fuch as ave moft readily at-
tacked by venereal nfection, particularly
the nofe and throat.
2. Erom the very period of gonorrhoea
‘the complaints often begin, and by look-
ing into Mr Daran’s cafes, you will find
‘inftances where the impediment was in-
ereafing for no lefs than 3o years. And,
3. With re(peét to the fituation of ftric-
‘gure, itis netto be expected to arife in the-
feat of gonorrheea, as it is induced during
_the violence of cordee, which will chiefly
affe@ the membranous part of the urethra.

CLXXII,

THE cure of firiCture 1s only to be ef-
fe&ed by means of the bougie, in the man-
ner formerly directed onm thf: fubje&t of
gleet.

GCLXX1V,
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CLAR *'
}

WHEN that particular fpecies of ftrice
ture occurs, confifting in an enlargement
of the proftate gland, fome diverfity in its
treatment 1s neceflary. The ufe of this
gland we are yet unacquainted with ; but?
wherever it is in a difeafed ftate, frmm its *
fituation in the urethra, it muft be attend—-i
ed with danger, by altering both its ﬁze
and fhape. %

1 :
CLXXV. 1 i

- Or the higher parts of the urethra, nonﬁ
is {0 liable to become difeafed from the con-
fequences of any preceding affeGtion as the
proftate. Thefe effects are feldom felt till
advanced life, at which period the prlmaryt'
difeafe is forgot; for the fluid fecreted by
it ceafing then to flow, it becomes ufelefs,
being no longer defigned for generation.
At this time, therefore, in thofe who have
often been under gonorrheea, the proftate
and parts connected become extremely

painful, from its hard indurated flate;
‘ which
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which renders the remgins of life generally
miferable.

CLXXVI.

- Tue fymptoms of the difeafed proftate
are the fame with thofe which mark the
prefence of calculus; and 1t contracts the
canal chiefly laterally, and ftretches it from
before to behind. Part of it alfo fwells in-
to the bladder, fo as to act as a valve on
the extremity of the urethra. This ren- |
ders the introdu&ion of a catheter or bou-
gie difficult; and whérever, on founding,
no ftone is felt, it may be fufpeéted, being

"then eafily afcertained, as formerly re-
marked, by examination per anum; for by

 this mode of examination both its fize and
ftate can at all times be pretty certainly
determined, as it lies with one flat fide in

contad with the bladder and the other
with the reGtum.

e CLXXVIL

¢+ In this cafe, where the catheter is re-
;quired,_ it muft be flexible, though even it
too
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too will flick at times, yet it more fre-
quently gets through; and in order to ef1
fect it, when it begins to ftop, withdraw
1t a little, and deprefs the handle, which,
raifing the point, will allow it to proceed.
Or wherever the bougie, inftead of the
catheter, is here employed, it will be better
to bend it at the point previous to its in=
troduction ; and let it be quickly pafled
before it lofes its bend, which will facili-
tate its paffage.

CLXXVIIL

For the cure of this affe@tion, when
once afcertained, three indications come to
be formed. ;

1. The firft is to palliate uneafy {ymp-
toms; which is beft performed by the
ufe of opiate-glyfters, repeated according
to the urgency of pain.

2. The fecond 1s to effe& refolution;
and this is attempted by blifters to the pe-
rinzum, the application of mercury to the
{fame part, cicuta internally in large dofes,
{ea-bathing, &c.

2

3. Thels
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3. The third, where the former is im-
}jra&icaéble, to induce fuppuration by the
ufe of the bougie, as formerly directed.
But this laft method fhould feldom be
practifed; for the urine irritating the gra-
nulations, they lofe their difpofition to
heal, and become hard and callous.

CLXXIX.

- Bur in certain‘nb{tinate cafes from ‘this
caufe, where the fuppreflion of urine is
confiderable, and neither a catheter nor
yet the fmalleft bougie can be allowed to
“pafs; in order to ‘procure a temporary eva-
cuation till the original difeafe is fubdued,
it may be found neceflary, though it is
very rare, to make an opening into the
bladder by a punture with a trocar.
From ‘the fituation of the bladder, this
puncture may be made in two fituations.
Either,

1. As being fo violently diftended, above

‘the pubes. Or,
2. Below at the fide of the praﬁate
making the opening into its neck. This
laft
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laft is preferable; as the bladder, in empq
tymg,1mmed1ate]y defcends from the open=
ing in the former fituation, and the urine
anfinuates 1tielf into the cellular membraneg 1

CLEXX

Havixe cunﬁdered the nature aniﬁ
treatment of ftri¢ture, we next attend tcE
its confequences, whern_continuing lc:rngﬂ
and before the treatment recommended has
been employed. Thefe eonfequences mayl_.
- be confidered, |
- 1. As affeCting the urethra itfelf. J
2. As affedling the urinary organs at
large. And, .1
3. As affeting the {yftem in general. J

I.
4 4
J

L&A, |

Tue firlt efle¢t that attends the ennt‘i‘-i_‘
nuance of firilure; is the enlargement of
that part between the firicture and the
_bladder, the utine being thrown out, and
the fphindter- preventing its return; fo that
till it overcome tlie refiftance of the ftric-

tare affifted by the expulfive efforts of the
a bladder;
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bladder, it is detained in the urethra, ex-
tending its fibres, and producing a diften-
tion of that part. In confequence of this
diftention proceeding a certain length, and
from the violence of the irritation the
urine occafions exciting inflammation, a
lefion of fubftance in fome part, and a
confequent ulceration, takes place; and in
this way, by the procefs of ulceration, a
new paflage 1s at't:empted to be made for
‘the difcharge of the urine, which is gene-
rally on the infide of the urethra, and
clofe to the firi¢ture, which comes in time
to be involved in this ulceration; when the
obftacle being removed, nature often ef-
fecls a cure.

CLXXXIL,

Burt by this effett of the urine in indu-
cing ulceration, it comes to infinuate itfelf
anto the cellular membrane of the fcrotum ;'
.and, by continuing its ulcerative power,
smany openings are formed, which either
‘communicate with the urethra, or by
n - breaking




192 CONSEQUERCES

breaking at laft externally, produce fiftuls
of the perinzum.

CLXXXIIL,

Previous to ‘this lefion of furface exter=
haﬂjf 1 {fome ﬂmiﬁit-uﬁianfs, where a cal-
culous difpofition takes place by ‘the ftag-
nzrion of the wrine, wuclei form in the
celtular membrane ; ‘which mcreafing the
original firicture ‘or obftru@ien, occafion
‘a violert increafe of the {ymptroms 'till
ulceration ‘takes ‘place. "

In ‘other cafes, again, wherethe forma=
tion of ‘matter -does not happen at all, a
confiderable inflammation being induced,
mortification enfues; fo that all ‘before thes
tefticles floughs off, when death of courfe
{fupervenes.

CLXXXIV.

WueN the uleceration, forming a new
paffage, begins in the membranous part of
‘the urethra, a fwelling may be felt from
it towards the ‘perinzum; and in .this «cafe
we have often an oppertunity to prevent

the
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the farther progrefs of the difeafe.—This
Wwe attempt in three ways.

1. By removing its caufe, depending on
firicture, by the ufe of the bougie, or the
application of cauftic; and in this cale, a
hollow bougie,asrecommended byauthors,

" %will feldom be fubmitted to, as it keeps the
_patient conftantly wet. It is at the {fame
time an improper inftrument; for its dia-
mf:ter not being fufficient for the paflage
of the urine, it pafles off by its fides, and

it promotes the very c¢ircumitance of the
infinuation of the urine it is meant to pre=
| vent.

- 2. By the common means of obviating
“inflammation, by bleeding, fomentations,
warm fteams,; &c. to the part. Or,

3. Where the two former fail, by inci-
fion,  preventing the infinuation of the
urine into the cellalar membrane; and the
“tnethod of performing this is, by paffing

" a diretor into the urethra as far as the
~ftriCture, then cutting upon it,; and after-
“wards making an incifion beyond the ftric-
“ture to allow the paffage’ of the urine.

o N After
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After this operation, however, the inflamed

parts require greac attention, as there ig
much hazard of their terminating in gan- "

grene. To prevent this, they fhould be

_drefled with opium, as tending to leflen

their irritability ; and if fuppuration fhould

anywhere form, it fhould be fpeedily
opened.

CLXXXV.

BuT where the urine has once infinu=
ated itfelf into the cellular membrane, its
effets cannot be prevented; and by the
procefs of ulceration extending and increa-
{ing the formation of matter, openings are
formed, as we remarked, either intc the
urethra, or externally appear through the
teguments of the perinzum. Such for-
mation of matter is marked by a throbbing
deep-feated pain, with tenfion and fulnefs .
of the part. When it breaks into the ure-
thra, it may be difcovered by matter pre-
ceding the difcharge of urine; and when,
again, it 1s carried backwards into the
bladder, as 1s fometimes the cafe, though

' more
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inore rarely, matter commonly appears
with its laft drops. In all thefe cafes, the
removal of the ftricture in the paflage is
one great ftep to the cure of the difeafe.
Where the martter points externally, or a
flu@uation is felt in the perinzum, it 1s

to be opened by incifion as foon as pof-

fible. Though in all thefe cafes, from
the ftagnation of the urine and morbid
{tate of the parts, the healing of fuch ab-
{cefles is always tedious.

CLXXXVI.

As this difficulty of healing is greateft
where the ab{cefs opens externally, form-
ing fiftula perinzi, and is often increafed
by the {triGture not being entirely remo-
ved ; in order to its cure, it is neceflary that
the natural paffage thould be made as free as
poilible, and that the difcharge of urine by
this way fhould be as much prevented as we
- can, Forthis purpofe,an operation has been
fometimes, after other methods fail, per-
formed; and it confifts in firft Jaying it open

' N 2 to

1;‘\"
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to the bottom, then introducing a {mall
flexible catheterinto thetheurethra beyond
the place of the fiftula, and then bringing
together the fides of the latter, and retaining
them by the twifted future. Mr Daran,
however, in his practice, was againft all
incifions of thefe parts; being of opinion,
that they would always yield to a proper
ufe of the bougie attentively employed.

CLXXXVIL

THESE, then, are the confequences of
ftricture on the urethra; and we next ex-

amine its effects on the urinary organs at
large.

CLXXXVIIL

THE fir{lt of them 1s an increafed power
which the mufcular fibres of the bladder
acquire, becoming fafciculated from the
more violent efforts which the exiftence of
{triGure occalions for the expulfion of the
urine, attended at the fame time with a
thickening of its fubftance, fo as in fome

| the
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cafes, according to Mr Hunter, to meafure
half aninch. This is the effe@ of all long-
continued irritations, which, colleéting in
the organ a greater proportion of fluids
than what its ufual circulation admits,
produces, in confequence of this, an appo-
{ition of new matter to its fubftance; and
thus alfo inflamed parts are always found
confiderably thickened. This ftate of the
bladder is communicated alfo to the extre-
mities of the ureters, where, from the re-
tention of urine, and its preflure back-
wards, a confiderable diftention of then
occurs : For the ftimulus of the urine 1s
meant to poflefs in health a certain pro-
portion to the irritability of the bladder ;
.and where 1t 1s retained beyond the time
this ftimalus 1s once exerted, 1t muft act
againft the oergan that contains it.

CLXXXIX.

TuE effe& of ulcerations in the urethra
on the {yftem are very confiderable, efpe-
¢ially where they are near the neck of the

: Bg bladder,
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bladder, occafioning fever, attended with
violent pain. This however comes to re-
mit as matter forms; though, if this for-
mation of matter 1s great, he@ic fymproms
often arrive which prove fatal.. Bark
{hould be here early had recourfe to; and
tudorifics tend to relieve the fymptoms of
increafed a&tion; while pain and other un-
cafinefs are to be allayed by the occafional
ufe.of opiates.

EXC.

IV. CoMMON SYMPTOMS SUCCEEDING
(GONORRHOEA.

Havine examined the feveral confe-
quences of gonorrheea in its moft unfa-
vourable termination, it ftill remains to.
mention thofe circumftances which ufually
fucceed it, where none of thefe fecondary
difeales occur.

CXCI,

TrESE confift chiefly of uneafy fenfa-
tions in the urethra, with remaining itchis
| nefs
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nefs of the glans; and more efpecially do
thefe occur, if the former {ymptoms have
been violent, fo as to occafion from fympa-
thy any increafed irritability of thebladder.
They are merely temporary, and gradually
go off in a fhort time ; though they har-
rafs the mind of the patient, and render
him not a little anxious about the certainty
of his cure; {o that he frequently becomes
the dupe of the defigning, who wifh to
~ perfuade him of the continuance flill of

the difeafe.
CXCII.

As thefe {fymptoms arife from an in-
- creafed irritability of the parts, their cure
depends on allaying it either by the ufe of
fedatives or the applicaion of a blifter to the
perineum. Sometimes pafling a bougie
a few times, as Mr Hunter obferves, will
remove them. At other times they in-
creale confiderably, attended with ftrange
thootings in the penis, and frequent calls
fo urine, the tefticles feeling as if they re-

N 4 ~ quired
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quired fufpenfion; and more efpecially
when the legs are fqueezed together, fo as
to give fufpicion of the patient’s having the
ftone. Neither the applicarion of mercury
nor yet injeCtions have any effet; but
with time they generally go off, though
you will find it a difficult matter to calm
the fears of the patient.

CXCIIL.

V. DisEASES FROM RETROPULSION.
To conclude this divifion of our fubje&,'
it remains only to enumerate fome pecu-
liar affections which have been mentioned
by authors as immediately fucceeding a
fudden fuppreflion of the difcharge; and
which has led to a confirmation of the
opinion formerly entertained, that there
was fomething critical in 1its evacuation,
while the modes of practice employed
{hould be fuch as promoted it. The laws
of fympathy we are as yet not {ufliciently
acquainted with; and therefore to deny
fuch confequences would be prefuming
too
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too far, though to admit them 1mplicitly
would favour ftrongly of credulity. We
thall on that account entirely {fufpend our
judgment on this head, and give only what
has been delivered by different wnt:ers
'fmm obfervation in practice.

i
I‘J:‘ CXC ].Vq

. ALy the affe@ions arifing from this
’faurca are marked by a violence of {ymp-
' toms uncommon to the nature of this dif-
Pf‘e, and two of them have been particu-
larly infifted on, ophthalmia and deafnefs,
;Pnth of thefe affeCtions are attended here
“with the moft acute inflammation, more
perhaps than in any other cafe; fo as
totally to deftroy in a few days, if conti-

CXCV.

- Turs fpecies of ophthalmia was firft de-
feribed by Mr St Ives in his Treatife on
' the Difeafes of the Eye. It was afterwards
{1 taken
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taken notice of by DrAftruc, and is lately:
mentioned by Dr Swediauer. Other in=:
ftances of it likewife occur in the different:
periodical publications. 'The eye in this;
cafe becomes reddifh and inflamed, with
confiderable pain, and a conftant flow of
tears. The eye-lids partake alfo of this
ftate, being fwelled, fo as not to-cover
the eye, and a thickifth yellow matter
-oozes from the febaceous glands. The
difeafe, if continuing, is foon attended
with an opacity of the cornea; and though
{fymptoms of lues frequently affet the
eyes, yet they are never attended with the.
danger of the prefent complaint, for, if not
immediately relieved, blindnefs commonly
enfues in a few days. |
The cure is effeGted in two ways. Ei-
ther, .
1. By recalling the original difeafe,
Or,
2. Obviating inflammation in the part,

by fcarification of thej conjunctiva, and
| ather
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I} other topical means of removing increafed
| 1 i
‘% achion. |

+CXCVI,

of the inflammation before it pafs into
| any fecondary ftate, particularly fuppura-
tion,

CXCVII,

Iy PARALYsTS has been alfo mentioned as
an effect of retropulfed gonorrheea. It is
| generally here partial, and yields to a mer-
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curial courfe; while, in the progrefs of
its cure,  the original affe@ion of the
urethra returns with the fame violences
as marks the incipient ftate of the dif=:
eafe.

CXCVIIL

AvrL thefe affe@ions are to be confidered

LT
[ 1

who frequently afcribe to this caufe what H
ever affeGtion occurs during the progrefs
of gonorrhcea, when perhaps it may be
more juftly referred to another fource; for
even the cure by mercury, and alfo the re=
turn of the original affection, are by no
means certain marks of the difeafe arifing
from this fource. Mercury cures many
difeafes, and its ftimulant powers are cer= |
tainly favourable in many cafes to the re-
moval of paralyfis; while the urethra, we
know, after gonorrhoea, fimilar to all parts
' the






II. OF CHANCRE.

CXCIX.

UR remarks have been hitherto cosd

fined to the acion of the virus on.

a fecreting furface; and we aré now to
view it in a different one, or a porous;
where, in order to produce a fimilar effe®,
which confifts in forming a fecretion, a
lefion of the part muft neceffarily take
place. For in confequence of irritation, |
wherever applied, it is an invariable rule:
of the animal cecenomy, that matter mu

be formed with a view to remove the mor=
bd



bid caufe. This 1s eafily excited on a {e-
creting furface; and where no natural
difcharge prevails to effect it, an altered
organization muft be produced.

CC.
Turs alteration in the prefent cafe has
been termed Chancre; and from the dif-
ferent appearance it aflumes, it is properly

divided into three fpecies; the Ulcerous,
Lymphatic, and Veficular.

CCI.

In every cafe of chancre, the introduc=
‘tion of the virus is during the firt mo-
‘ments of coition, when that turgefcence of
‘the parts which fits the abforbents of a
porous furface for aQion takes place, and
when the fri¢tion neceflarily joined con-
‘tributes to favour its infinuation; and
in this it differs from gonorrheea, where
the virus 1s, on the contrary, taken up
during the ftate of collapfe. The late Dr
Hunter {uppofed that the virus has not
fuflicient power to. act on the common

x | {kin
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fkin without fome erofion or chop i1 it to i
admit its introduétion; and chat it is only
in {uch cafes that chancre takes place. BI#_! |
this, however juft in fome cafes, is not al=:
ways true. We find chancre where no,
previous lefion at all happens; and muft:
therefore conclude, that the friion and
excited ftate of the furface itfelf remarked

¥

are fufficient to give it a power of a&ting.

CCIL

THE feat of chancre is moft commonly
either externally on the {kin of the penis, |
or on the frenum and prepuce, when a
furface fimilar to that defcribed under thée

an erofion, receives it; and it is to be re=
marked, that chancres are always here
more virulent than when they arife on the .
common teguments. Chancres more rare=
ly appear on the glans ; and the reafon of
this may perhaps be afcribed to a general |

of its furface in time of coition, producing
X : that
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that appearance of f{weating which takes
| place during the firft {ymptoms of gonor-
theea.  In this idea we are even {upported
by the authority of the late Dr Hunter,
who confidered fuch an exfudation as really
taking place; and as not confined, which
{ome authors have done, to a particular
fpot, where what they termed the Glan-
dulz Odorifere were fituated, but as con-
fiting in a general ex{udation from the
whole {urface of the glans, which prevents
the adhefion of the venereal matter.

CCIIL

Tue firft {pecies of chancre, or avhat has
‘been termed the Ulcerous, is moft com-
‘mon. It has been principally artended to
by authors, and the others have only met
‘with a very fuperficial confideration. It
‘appears at firft in the form of a little red
'pimple, attended with confiderable itchi-
nefs; and becoming foon pointed at top,
it inflames and becomes excoriated, chan-
ging to pain. In fome, it is diffufed over
a confiderable portion of {urface; in others,

0 and
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and moft frequently, it produces mere«
ly a round puftule, the very point nﬁ-.
which opens; emitting a difcharge, whic

varies in its appearance according to the
ftate of inflammation ; and till then there
is little tumefa@ion, which begins after
this to be more confiderable, and a pecu-
liar chara&eriftic hardnefs is foon obfer= |
vable on the edges of the fore. It gradu-
ally extends itfelf in depth, and an-exco=
riation generally takes place from the acri-
mony of the difcharge whereverit touches.,
Various fymptoms arife in the neighbour~
ing parts from its irritation, and the pro-
grefs of the affetion advances with vari
ous rapidity according to its fituation and'}
the ftate of the conftitution 1t attacks;
and this circumftance, of the manner o
‘its progrefs, has been confidered as mark-
ing the latter.

CClV.

Turs, then, is the hiftory of the firfk
{pecies of chancre, which appears in the
form of an open fore, The next, or what &

we
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* 4ye have named the Lympbhatic, confifts in
a fimple lymphatic fwelling, which has its
~ courfe obfervable to the feel, fomewhere
“from the prepuce along the dire@ion of the
‘penis, in the form of a ftraitened cord.
- At times, however, the finger can hardly
dete@ it ; and it is this, perhaps, that has
given rife to the obfervation of authors,
- that conftitutional {ymptoms have occur-
~ red without any topical affeGtion. Such
~cafes, however, if accurately examined,
would have been found perhaps to arife
from this mode of infe&ion: for though
‘abforption is not equally ftrong from this
Aource as the former fpecies, where a lefion
of furface is produced, yet it frequently

‘takes place, however flow in its operation™;-
and as the extremities of the abforbents

are more irritable than in their courfe, it
1s to be naturally fuppofed, that the vene-
O 2 real

b This fymptom of the hardened cord Mr Hunter
has confidered under gonorrhaea; but from many cafes
of it, as there is an abforption, and as in general no ab-
forption prevails from gonorrheea, fo it fhould be con-
fidered as a feparate affe@lion, and placed here.

L

L] L

-
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real virus, if capable of acting on the {y-
ftem, will always before this a@ equally

on the part by the irritability of which it
is primarily received.

 CCV.

THE laft {pecies of chancre, or what ;
has been denominated from its appeanancc
the Veficular, is the fimpleft, for the moft
part, of any. It is moft common on the“,.
prepuce; and is merely a clear limpid |
veficle, which continuing but a thort time
burfts ; and difcharging its contents, either
removes in this way the infection, the fur-
face below being unaffefled, or where, from
the period of its continuance, a change in
the latter has occurred, it terminates then -;'
in the firft fpecies, or an ulcerous fure. l

CCVI.

"THE occurrence of chancre is not juft'
fo frequent as that of gonorrheea; and
from calculations which have been made
by fome authors; they may be confidered
as one to four, The period from the f

tlme_l

——
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time of infe@ion at which they make their
appearance, is generally, however, {ooner
than in gonorrheea; and this {eems con-
nected with the very manner of its 1ntro-
duction in fuch cafes. Some have alleged
it to be later, though in all inftances that
- have fallen under our obfervation the re-
verfe has taken place; for in fome their
appearance we have met with {o early as
in the courfe of a few hours, though the
medium of their attack is from 24 or 36
hours to four or five weeks from the date
of infection.

CCVIL

CuANcRES of the firft {pecies have fome
analogy in their effeCts to cancer, and they
poflefs a natural tendency to go deep.
Hence, in particular fituations, they have
~ been known to eat into the corpora caver-
‘nofa, &c. The inflammation which at-
tends them, when on the prepuce or fra-
num, is of the eryfipelatous kind ; and in
fome cﬂnﬂltutmns, where it runs hlgh has
been known to terminate in mortification.

O 3 In
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In thefe cafes, the chancres begin by flou ghs,
which are repeatedly caft off; and fome-
times they are known to bleed profufely. -

In women, thefe chancres appear much
the fame as 1n men. They are ufually
more numerous, from the furface being
more extenfive for their origin; and the
danger of abforption from them is like-
wife here more confiderable. |

CCVIIL

I~ chancre, as in the other venereal af=
fections, the virus only operates or conti=
nues its altive, {tate a certain period, and
a d=cay of the difeale then fupervenes, or
a new difpofition, to be afterwards re-
marked, commences, which under the ufe
of mercury is confiderably aggravated.
It occurs chiefly in {crophulous conftitu~
tions, or where, from the ufe of mercury

along with the local treatment of the dif~

eafe, {uch a relaxed ftate of conftitution is
induced as prevents, after the extin&ion of
the venereal virus, the cicatrifing of the
fore; while, by continuing the {ame re-

medicy
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medies which deftroyed its adive fltate,
it not unfrequently difplays a cancerous
tendency. Of this Dr Swediauer has given
fome remarkable inftances; and the hiftory
of thefe will enforce the propriety of this
diftinction,

CCIX.

BuT as gonorrheza does not always de-
pend on the application of a fpecific virus,
fo ulcers of the genitals frequently appear
fimilar to the prefent, though independent
of any caufes applied by coition. Thefe
are remarked evén by Celfus ; and it has

“been too generally fuppofed, that every
lefion of furface in this fituation derives
its origin from a fpecific taint. We fhould
“endeavour, then,. with all the exa&nefs in
our power, to afcertain the nature of the
affection before we proceed to its treat=
~ment, as highly neceflary to the fuccefs of
the latter ; and it is on this'account the
beft writers have remarked, that the ma-
nagement of chancre admits of great va-
riation. It is very common, however, for

0 4 gonorrheea

"\




210 OF CHANCRE,

gonorrheea and chancre to be received at
the fame time; and in this cafe there is
no doubt about the real nature of the Jat-
ter,

CCX.

THE number of chancres received by
one infection is very various. Sometimes
there are only one or two; at other times

‘they are more numerous, and form a fort -

of clufter round the prepuce and neigh-
bouring parts. You can generally,however,
determine their number in a few days, or
on the firft appearance of one; and the
difcharge from them, though liable to ex-
coriate or gt the adjacent furface a little,

does not feem capable of producing real

chancre on the {fame perfon, or to affe@&
in the fame way the contiguous parts it
touches; which confirms the theory of the
introduction of the venereal virus advan-
ced. The progrefs of chancre 15 alfo very
various ; for in fome they extend remark-
ably in a few days, while in others they re-

tain
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rain much of their original ftate for as
many weeks.

CCXI.

Ix all cafes of chancre, three fymptoms
will be found, if attended to, partu:ularly
to d1ft1ngu1fh them.

. The firft is confiderable pain, which
| always attends the primary depofition of
the virus, while there is little or none that
arifes from ulcerations in its conftitutional
ftate.

2. The fecond is hardnefs of its edge;
which is here more confiderable, in pro-
portion to the fize of the ulcer, than when
it arifes from the conftitutional taint,
And, |

3. The third is a greater circumfcrip-
tion of the fore, which fhnws lefs tcndency
to {pread.

CCXIL.

SiMILAR, then, to the other affe@ions
which arife from the primary a&ion of
the venereal virus, chancre we confider

' entirely
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entirely as a local difeafe; and its cure, in
the fame manner with the affe@ions hi=
therta deﬁ:ribed 1s to be attempted by at :,:__

different modes of practice which have
been employed for the removal of the firft
fpecies may be reduced to three heads.
- 1. The firft confifting, in thmr total de-1

ftruction. | -
2. The fecond, in changmg the fpecific |
to common inflammation, or that procefs
* by which the renewal of parts where a*
lofs of {ubftance occurs is effected. And,
2. The third, in merely obviating mor=
bid irritability, as on this 'prﬂpert}' of the
animal fibre the action of the virus chleﬂy

: depends.

B et e

Tue firlt of thefe is fo ancient as the
days of Ambrofe Paré, but has of late been
revived and ftrongly inculcated by Dr
Monro, from confideration of the wvirus
being confined to the very {pot where the |
wlcer or puftule appears; and it may be |

wis done
- ' . R |
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done either by excifion or the application
of cauftic, by either of which a common
wound is produced. Excifion, however,
in particular fituations, cannot be {o eafily
employed, as there is danger of hemor-
rhagy being induced ; and the cauftic,
therefore, though more tedious, is generally -
preferred. For this purpofe, it thould be
pointed in the form of a pencil, and the
affe@ted part touched with it repeatedly
‘every 12 or 24 hours, till its furface ac<
‘guire the red healthy appearance of a com-
mon wound. « It can only be ufed, how-
ever, fafely in the incipient {tate of the dif=.
eafe; for if it has continued any time,
and there is much fenfibility in the 'part,
the application of the cauftic will excite
confiderable inflammation of the contigu-
ous furface, and even increafe, before its ex=
“girpation, the tendency to abforption from
the difeafe. Nay, Dr Swediauer mentions
his having even known mortification of
the part arife from this caufe. We fhould
confine, therefore, this mode of practice to
sts incipient {ltate, or to thofe conftitutions

Lt

-
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in which little fenfibility of furface pre.
vails, and where the venereal difpofition
1s fomewhat counteracted by the ina&ivity’ -
of the part. In thefe cafes, along with
the cauftic, the cure may be affifted by
drefling ; and with this view, the mercu-
rial ointment will be highly proper.

CCXIV.

TrE fecond mode of pradice has been
more generally employed than the former
in every cafe of chancre; and it confifts
in changing the {pecific to common in-
flammation, which is performed by ex-
citing in the part fuch an irritation as is
incompatible with the aétion of the mor-
bid caufe. To explain the propriety of
this indication, we obferve, that all poifons
pollefs a tendency to deftroy the ation of
the vital principle in the part; and the in-
flammation they excite is ‘never attended-
with that procefs by which its regenera-
tion is produced. By fubduing, therefore,
entirely the morbid action of the part, or
exciting in it a fuperior irritation to that

5 u}'iginally '
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originally prevailing, for two irritations,
we find, equally firong, cannot take place
at once, common inflammation, as the
effet of the applications in this cafe is
allowed to occur; and its confequence is
the removal of the lefion taking place, as
in other cafes of fimple wound.

b CCXV, .

THE remedies anfwering this intention
are numerous. They confift of mineral
fubftances ; for the vegetable for this
purpofe hardly deferve to be mentioned, as
not being {ufficiently powerful; and they
are either mercury, lead, or copper, applied
~in the form of ointment, powder, or folu-
tion. Of thefe, a few of the moft cele~
‘brated deferve to be mentioned.
~ 'The preparations of mercury have been
- the moft generally ufed, particularly. the
- corrofive fublimate and red precipitate.
- The former of thefe is ufually applied in
{olution ; and by the addition of a little
crude {al ammoniac, its precipitation is
- prevented. 'Where its proper degree of
firength,




222 OF CHANCRE.

ﬂrength as fuited to the {tate of irritation |
in the part, is accurately afcertained, it
will frequently cure in the. 1pace of thrr:c.-
or four days. The common proportion .
recommended here is a grain of corrofive to
3. of fluid ; and if it gives much pain, it
will even require greater dilution. It does
beft on lint, applied wet to the fore, It is
likewife ufed by fome pra@itioners very
fuccefsfully in the form of ointment. It
feems to fucceed beft in incipient chancre,
1n conftitutions-having a fcrophulous ten~-
dency.

The red precipitate, again, has been
long and very indifcriminately applied for
the cure of this affeGtion ; and it may be
remarked here, that all preparations of an
infoluble nature are beft fitted for ex-
ternal purpofes, by which the continuance
of their a¢tion on the part is long prefer-
ved. It has been recommended here in
the dry powder, and directed to be {prink-
Ied on the fore; which producing foon a
kind of flough by its high degree of irri-
tation, leaves the furface below on its fe~

~ paration
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paration perfectly found ; but frequently
no flough is formed, and then it acls en-

tirely on the principle mentioned, by {ub-

' duing fpecific inflammation. It is belk

‘adapted to chancres of fome ftanding, and

‘where the parts do not poffefs a high de-=

gree of morbid fenfibility.

Befides thefe, Dr Saunders of London

_has lately introduced the application of
calomel in the form of ointment for the

healing of chancre; and obferves, he has
found it lefs irritating, and at the {fame

* time muore efficacious than any preparation
he had employed. Making allowance for

- Dr Saunders’s recommendation, from his

being the original advifer of this practice,

it yet deferves a great deal of attention,
~ and we have no doubt of its fuccefs.

;*f In Dr Cockburn’s publication on Go-
- norrhcea, we find an ointment very {trong=
ly recommended, confifting of common
- purified mercury united with turpentine.

ﬁilts fuccefs 1s there very highly extolled ;

Ff and the author remarks, that the ﬁmph-
- city of its compofition is not before trial

to

b
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to prejudice our opinion: In the compos=
fition, indeed, of all their ointments for=
merly, much attention was paid, from the
analogy of chancre with other ulcers, to the -
addition of balfamics. From the effe@ of
thefe, however, in occafioning the inflam-
mation excited to{pread confiderably, from
being generally, when on the prepuce or
freenum, of aneryfipelatous kind, and theres
fore injured by oily applications, particu-
larly thofe producing much irritation, they
came to be laid afide, and are now almoft *
entirely rejected from the fimplicity of
modern practice. Nay, fome late au- -_
thors have confidered an oily medium im=-
proper for the application of mercury to 1
chancre at all, as it does not allow if to
come {ufficiently in contact with the fore,
With refpect to Dr Gockburn’s ointment,
as turpentine is known to effe@® a more
accurate extin@ion of the mercury than
any other fubftance with which its triture
is performed, it is to this circumftance,
perhaps, any fuperior eflicacy it poflefles
is to be afcribed,

&
I 1
._l.
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But a more powerful form in which
mercury is applied to chancre, is by fumi-
gation. It was formerly much in practice;
and in particular cafes, where the fore dif-
covers a quick tendency to {pread, and oc-
curs in a flabby phlegmatic conftitution,
it is attended with confiderable fuccefs.
It is inconvenient, however, in its apph-
cation; and the materials for this purpofe
are generally compofed of cinnabar united
with fome refinous fubftance; and thefe
fumigations are to be repeated according
to the {uccefs their application difcovers,

CEX

It has been advanced by an author of
the firft eminence, that mercury in any
form will cure chancre. If this were
the cafe, we fhould have no occafion for
any other compofitions than thofe of mer-
cury : but we find they fail at times, or

are too flow in their operation; for their
fuccefs entirely depends on proportioning
their 1rritation to the ftate of the difeafe,
in order to counterad the morbid difpo-
P tion
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fition of the part: and hence, in particu-

lar cafes, preparations of lead and copper

have been experienced more fuccefsful
than thofe of mercury. Thus, where the
fore has been very irritable, the cerufla
and minium in the form- of ointment

have been ufefully applied; and where,
again, the reverfe of this ftate has taken

place, and the preparations of mercury

have feemed to exert little or no power,
the @rugo =ris and blue vitriol, &c.

have effected a cure. Dr Swediauner men-
tions the powder of a particular prepara-

tion as ftill more effe¢tual than any of ]
thefe, which 1s the aurichalcum, or yellow
copper; and, he obferves, he has known it
cure ulcers which refifted the power of all -

other medicines.

CCXVII.

Frowm thefe obfervations, then, we thall

>

'

be able to judge of the impropriety of Mr

Hunter’s opinion, that the venereal dif-

~ pofition is equally difficult to fubdue ina

{mall

2a
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{mall as in a large chancre. In the latter
its power is certainly more confiderable.

CCXVIIIL

Havine examined the two firft modes
of pra@ice in the cure of the prefent af-
fection, we proceed to the laft; which
confilts in fimply obviating morbid irri=
tability.

The {preading of venereal chancres was
obferved to arife chiefly from their fenfi-
bility ; and of courfe, in relaxed conftitu-
tions, their effets were experienced more
confiderable. In others, again, where a de-
gree of callofity prevailed, they {pread little,
and confequently gave {mall uneafinefs.
By producing, then, this callofity or want
of fenfibility, if not abfolutely effe¢ting a -
cure, it will yet diminifh confiderably the
violence of the difeafe. Some late pub-
lications, however, have aflerted, that a
cure has been accomplithed in this way;
and a ftrong folution of opium to the part
is recommended. We doubt, however, if
a cure is really in this manner to be pro-

oF duced s
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duced ; though as a ufeful palliative, and
efpecially in its very fenfible ftate, it will
be highly proper. '

CCXIX,

BErFORE the practice with opium, from
obfervation of {fymptoms, practitioners, na~
turally led to the propriety of fuch an
indication, employed on the fame prin-
ciple, with a temporary view, various
emollient applications; as poultices of
lintfeed and faccharum faturni, warm fo-
mentations, {teams of different kinds, as
vinegar and {pirits, &c. In certain cir-
cumftances, thefe will {till be found, efpe-

cially where the contiguous parts are much
affeCted, highly ferviceable.

CCXX.

Thi1s comprehends the treatment of the
firlt and moft commeon fpecies of venereal
chancre.. In the cure of the fecond, or
what we have termed the Lymphatic, fome
difference is required. As it coniifts of a
fimple lymphatic fwelling impeding the

action
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acion of the veflel at that part, it 1s of
- confequence to afcertain, whether, without
a lefion of the part, its contents in that
particular {pot can be converted to that
matter which is abforbed, and on which
the farther effets of the venereal virus de-
pend ; or whether pus can be formed in
the courfe of the veflels. This Mr de
- Haen and Dr Cullen have obferved to take
place in the larger veflels, and attempt its
explanation. 'Why, then, may not the
{ame procefs, in particular circumftances,
occur in the lymphatics? Without this,
or the formation of matter in {fome way or
other, we cannot conceive the virus can
be any farther introduced ; and that it is
introduced by what we have termed the
Lymphatic Chancre, experience daily con-
vinces us.

CCXXI.

WiTH regard to the treatment of the
lymphatic chancre, it is fomewhat differ-
ent from the former; and for this purpofe

two indications we find neceflary.
i 1. The
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1. The firlt is cutting off the commu-~
nication of the affected veflel with the parts
above, as being fuperficially fituated, and
thus preventing the progrefs of the difeafe.
Or,

2, @H'S.xcicing in the veflel itfelf fuch
a degree of irritation as is incompatible
with the a&ion of the original taint.

CCXXIL

TuE firft is performed by fimply divi-
ding the lymphatic above the affected {pot;
and let the part where this divifion 1s per-
| formed be filled with mercurial ointment,
| which will be found to prevent entirely its
farther progrefs. Or,

Without this divifion (to anf{wer the f{e-
cond indication), let mercury be introdu-
ced from every part of the furrouinding
furface ; by which the danger of fuppu-
ration, or the formation of matter, as the
original taint will be thus deftroyed, will
be prevented. -

CCXXIIIL,
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CCXXIIL

Tue third fpecies of chancre, or the
- Veficular, is by far the fimpleft of any.
It appears generally fooner after coition
than the two former. Its feat is commonly
on the prepuce or frenum, and its viru-
lenice depends on the time of its continu-
ance before burfting: For if breaking ear-
ly, the cuticle is reftored, and no farther
effects {ucceed ; but where, again, it is long
of breaking, and the irritation of its con-
tained fluid has acted on the neighbouring
folids, a degree of ulceration is pmduceﬂ,
when it terminates in the firft {pecies, and
aflumes foon the fame appearance. Its
treatment then depends on breaking it as
foon as perceived ; and if the cuticle heal
1p immediately, there is no further dan-
ger to be fufpe@ed from the difeafe.

CCXXIV.

BuT an opinion long prevailed againft
the propriety of this local treatment of
chancre direted; and by fuch applica-

Py tions
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tions the virus was fuppofed to be repelled
into the fyftem, and conftitutional infec-
tion produced. The moft ‘ftrenuous 3'9,; '
fender of this doétrine in modern times’
was Dr Fordyce, who even carried it {fo -2
far as to difcharge the ufe of all topical re-
medies 1n every affeCtion arifing from the
primary altion of the venereal virus. The
iame arguments will apply here which
were formerly introduced on the fubject
of gonorrheea. And in this cafe we would
beg leave to afk fuch authors, on what
abforption depends? Is it not on irrita-
tion applied to the mouths of the abfor-
bents? And what more powerful irritation
can there be than an acrid fluid, which
even erodes thofe parts of them it firft at-
tacks? If, therefore, you leflen the quan-
tity of this fluid, and prevent its increafe;
or rather, if you alter the powers of the fe-
cretion on which its formation depends;
you muft certainly leflen the tendency to
ablorption. y a

[ el CCXXV. o
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CORIVo

BoT though authors now pretty gene-
ally admit the propriety of local appli-
cations, yet it has been an opinion too
univerfally inculcarted, that the prefence of
chancre at all times is to be confidered as
arking abforption; and from the very
rit appearance of this affe@ion the pro-
refs of the virus into the {yftem is to be
(ufpected as having taken place. 'This
pofition, however, is by far too general ;
land in oppofition to it, we may remark,
that in"many cafes, even where no reme-
dies have been applied except thofe to the
part, no fubfequent lues has been known
to fucceed: and from the obfervation
which Mr Cruikfhank has thrown out on,
the peculiar a@ion of the abforbents of the
penis, we have every reafon to conclude,
that abforption does not {5 foon take place
as has been hitherto imagined. 'To de-
termine, however, this queftion, is of ma-
terial importance; and as My Cruikfhank
@bferves, that the abforbents of the penis

poilefs

I
X
|
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poflefs only certain periods of action, is it
not probable, therofore, that it is fome
time after chancre is formed before the
abforbents acquire that renewed a&ion
which was formerly neceflary to the intro=
duction of the virus? and we have there-
fore every reafon to believe, and which
experience even confirms, that the early
deftru@ion of the chancre demands no f
farther application. We find, after ino=
culation, no {ymptoms occur for a confi-
derable time, even though the virus is in-
troduced, and a lefion of furface to effe&t
it produced. Nay, by cutting out the
part fome days after inoculation, the con=-
ftitutional difeafe will not take place.
Hence we conclude, phyficians have becn_ii'
too hafty in their conclufions on thii;f
head. i1
| i
CCXXVI. 3
THouGH we thus argue againft abforp-
tion occurring in every cafe of chancre on
its firft appearance, yet our {entiments 1€+
is not intended to carry too far. It is ins

.deed
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| deed not to be denied, that the moft fre-
| quent caufe of general infeion is from
| chancre ; and our aim in this reafoning 1s
imerely to inculcate, that on any flight
Lerofion of the {kin we fhould not, along
' with the local treatment, immediately, as
11s commonly done, have recourfe to inter-
inal remedies. On the glans, however, as
 being of a pretty firm texture, abforption is
very general, On the other parts which are
‘more flaccid, experience leads to the above
reafoning, and that abforption is not con-
ftant, for fome time at leaft, from thefe
Afituations.

CCXXVII,

But even allowing abforption to have
taken place, another queftion arifes, Whe-
‘ther, by the internal ufe of mercury, lues
imay be prevented from making its ap-
‘pearance?! Though mercury cures the dif=
‘¢afe when already formed; yet we have
' every reafon to infer, that it will have no
gffect on the virus when diffufed, and be-

fore,
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fore its particular effe@s are produced, |
Many facts {feem to {upport this; for we
know, that even in cafe of chancre, aftep
the internal ufe of mercury has been con=
tinued for fome time, conftitutional {ymp-
toms have yet fupervened. We know alfﬁ;;i
that during a mercurial courfe a new in-
fection has been received. This ﬂmws‘%
therefore, that mercury does not act on
chemical principles, as has been alleged
and the fame we find allo the cafe in re=
gard to the action of other poifons, as i
rabies canina, where no remedies have
any effe¢t in preventing its being formed.

fyftem, it comes then to difcover itfel ]
by its local appearances becoming mar
general in order to the termination of the
difeafe. Where, therefore, it is ufed in="
ternally in cafes of chancre, it is more o
comply with common opinion than from

any expectations we are to form of its fuc=
cefs,

"
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cefs. If any thing, it muft do harm; as
by increafing, in confequence of its ftimu-
lus, the irritability of furfaces, it muft fa-
vour the depofition of the virus, when ic
might otherwife remain inactive. '

CCXXVIII

I~ particular fituations of chancre, where
local remedies cannot be applied, from the
ftruture of the parts not admitting its re-
tention, the internal ufe of mercury will
become then unavoidable. But thefe cafes
very rarely occur ; and where they do, it
is chiefly in females; and in them, appli-
cations fhould always be madein the form
of lotion, and frequently repeated.

CCXXIX,

Witn relpe& to the management of
“the conflitution in chancre, it may he
{hortly detailed, and little attention to it
- will be neceflary. If, however, the confti-
“tution appear relaxed and irritable, the ufe
- of the bark and tonics will be ferviceable,

3 efpecially
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CCXXXL

I. New ftate of parts affeéted.

This new ftate in the part gives ori-
gin to two affeGtions that are frequently
the fubje@s of our practice; and in the
proper treatment and diftin&ion of which
the judgment of the praditioner is per-
haps more difplayed than in any +t:nch¢:i*’%l
part of furgery. ‘Thefe are, Warts and
Gleety Sores.

|
CCXXXIL 4

a. Warts.

WarTs are excrefcences of the cu:isﬂ
covered with the cuticle, which arife for
the moft part with more or lefs of a point=
ed furface, and are entirely an increafe of
the covering of that part from whence
they proceed. As they increafe they grow
gradually rougher and more irregular,
but poflefs no tendency to {pread; and are
to be confidered always as depending on
an imperfe@t decay of the difeafe in the

part. When fretted or roughly touched,
they |

L
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they are liable to bleed profulely, and be-
come extremely painful. Authors have
divided them into a variety of kinds, ac-
- cording to their particular appearance.
This, however; it is not material to enter
upon ;- and their cure is entirely to be
accomplifhed by topical applications.

CCXXXIIL.
Tue indications, then, we form in the
cure of thefe affeGions, are either,
1. To effe& their total removal by ex~
cifion; or, where their necks are {fmall, it
~will be preferable to employ for this pur-
the {ciftars or a ligature. Or,
- 2. To excite an inflammation of the
contiguous parts: for, being the relics of
~ difeafg, and confequently but morbid parts
depending on its imperfect decay, and
having no thare of vital principle, they
readily fhrivel on exciting this action or
‘increafed exertion of the animal powers ;
~which, by a univerfal law of the fyftem,

‘in every part poflefles a tendency to throw
“off whatever is extraneous or the effeét of

38 difeafe,
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difeafe. The fubftances employed to ex=
cite this inflammation are numerous s as

21

the powder of favine, the zrugo &r1s,
metallic falts, arfeni¢, folutions of corro-

five, &c. in various forms of compofi
tion.

CCXXXIV,

CavusTics, and other efcharotics, when
employed, poflefs the property of anfwer~
ing both indications, as they at once both

deaden the difeafe and ftimulate the con=-
tiguous furface. It has been obferved,

however, that where the warts are large, -
the {tronger cauftics are improperly em~
ployed; for though they occafion their

. . -
i - il = ==
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temporary deftruction, from the exceflive

irritation attending their action, they pro-

duce a quick renewal of them in confe-

quence of the increafed aflux to the part
continuing after their removal. “

CCXXXV.

FroMm want of a proper acquaintance
with the nature of thefe excrefcences, and
due
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due refleGion upon the manner in which
the virus in thefe cafes exifts, as being
merely in the part, many have fallen vic-

'tims to theignorance or obftinacy of their
phyfician. Tedious courfes of falivation

have been fruitlefsly endured, and fo often
repeated, that; under the influence of the
{pecific, life has been terminated by a total
decay of the conftitution and the occur-
rence of hectic fymptoms. If we confider
the fmall effe@ of mercury, even in the
cafe of gonorrheea, we fhall not be furpn-
fed at its want of EfﬁLacy here; and at the
{fame time convinced of the impropriety,
without othermarks indicating it,of having
recourfe to its ufe. When fueh excrefcen=
ces, after being deftroyed; {oon rife again, ic
is not to be denied that fome {mall thare
of a latent venereal irritation is retained

. 1n the part; but from the former affec-

tion of the part; and the habitual ftimu-
lus applied to it, it becomes unfufceptible
of any greater EH'E& Hence there is no
danger in its continvance, and general re-

Q.2 medies
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medies are never to be had recourfe to.
It is only, however, of late that fome phy-
ficians have been convinced of the ineffi-
~cacy of their praflice, though the far
greater number ftill unfortunately perfe-
vere 1n their mode of treatment. Even
in the lateft publications, we find the moft
fatal inftances of this prejudice; and it is
too often the misfortune of fcience, that
early impreflions gain at times fuch deep
root as not to_be eafily eradicated.

CCXXXVI,
b. Gleety Sores.

SimpLE gleety fores are the next effe@ of

chancre in, the part it occupies. They
~ arife from- that laxity of folid, induced by
the difeafe, which renders the part inca-
pable of refifting as ufual the impulfe of
its fluids, or from having in this ftate the
cicatrix abraded ; which 1s eafily done
when they break out and appear again in
the form of proper chancre. It is gene-
rally a thin covered furface that forms
their feat, as the glans penis and infide of

the
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remedies has been ineffeGually tried, the'
they are liable to appear repeatedly. From
the habits in which they occur, tonics,
aftringents, and {ea-bathing, feem to pro-
mife moft fuccefs as 2 means of cure.

CCXXXVIIL

THE theory to be formed of fuch affec-
tions is, that the venereal virus naturally
decays or wears itfelf out in the part it
firk affe@s by a gradual {uppuration of
the {olids previoufly difeafed; and though
it difplays itfelf afterwards in the confti-
tution at large, yet this primary part re-
mains unfufceptible of ‘its farther opera-
tion. Thus, in confirmation of it, we
. find, chat thofe .men having gonorrhoza
are lefs liable to a fecond infection than
thofe who have never had the difeafe: and
hence it 1s confidered by Mr Hunter as
the beft preventative to the urethra; for
the urethra, by the repetition of it, will
in a fhort time become unfufceptible of its
irritation. Though perhaps few would
choofe fuch an application, yet the fact is

; afcertained,
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afcertained, that every fucceeding gonor-
rheea becomes milder, and that even con-
ftitutional {fymptoms are milder than thofe
arifing from the topical action of the virus.
Hence the place of former chancre is not

fo readily attacked.afterwards by the virus
in coition; and as gonorrhcea leaves the
difpofition to gleet, fo chancre leaves the
tendency to abrafion of the fkin in the
part forming into a particular fpecies of
{fore, the nature of which 1s unknown, and
which cannot be termed common fore,

CCXXXIX.

IT 1s often of the niceft importance to
determine whether thefe fimple fores are
merely the prefent complalnt, or the effe&
of a new infedtion; and praitioners of
the firft eminence have been at a lofs to
decide. They have too generally deter-
mined on their being of a venereal nature;
and by prefcribing a courfe of falivation,
and the topical ufe of mercury, they have
been for the moft part attended with the
worlt confequences, as mercury is always

Q4 hurtful




248 = CONSEQUENGES

hurtful to fcrophulous conftitutions; and
a mortification of the part, or cancer, in

fuch cafes, is often produced, independent
of its effects on the body at large. A re-

markable cafe of this kind is related by Dr '- i_

Swediaver. Wherever, therefore, fuch
{ores turn worfe under the ufe of mercury,
they are to be judged of this nature; and
inftead of {uppofling, as is generally the
cafe, that another preparation of the fpe-
cific will fucceed, the plan of practice
{hould be totally reverfed.

CCXL.

II. IRRITATION of contiguous parts.

Thefe are the confequences of chancre
on the part it affeCts; and we next exa-
mine thofe it produces on the contiguous
parts.

CCXLI.

Frow its fituation, the lax texture of
¢he prepuce, and its fufceptibility of irri-
tation, they are generally difplayed here ;
and confift in an increafed contraction :nf

13
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its fibres-and thickening of its fubftance,
{o as to produce a coartation of the parts
below corfining the feat of the difeafe.
From the form and fize of the prepuce,
which differs confiderably in different
{fubje@s, this coar&ation is differently fi-
tuated in-particular cafes; and this cir-
cumftance occafions the forming two {pe-
cies of the difeafe, known by the feparate
appellations of Phymofis and Paraphy-
mofis.

CCXLIL.

TuE phymofis 1s the contraltion of the
prepuce over the whole glans at its extre-
mity, fo as in {fome degree to bind it, and
- generally with a confiderable {welling at-
- tended with inflammation, often of the
-~ eryfipelatous kind; for being a dependent
part, when fluids are determined in un-
ufual quantity into it, they have no op-
portunity of pafling into. other veflels,
leflening hereby the inflammation, and
{o become in {ome manner extravafated.
Such an affeCtion, however, is not always

pruduccd
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produced by this {pecific caufe. It is liabla
to occur even in children from fimple
friCtion of this part, or in any cafe where

aperture of the glans being fo much di-'
minifhed, the feat of the difeafe can~
not be expofed ; and matter is liable to
accumulate behind, and to erode the parts ";
where it accumulates. Thus ulcerations
are produced, opening through the prepuce
itfelf; and ‘the glans is liable, as well as
‘the prepuce, to fuffer in bad conftitutions,
mortification coming on, fo that it often
proves a very troublefome cafe; and there
is always danger, even in its moft favour-

able circumftances, if continuing any time,
of a concretion between the prepuce, where
the chancres exift, and glans taking place.

CCXLIIL

For the cure of this complaint, ther‘
common means of obviating inflammation
are to be had recourfe to; particularly
emollient applications, in the form of

paultice, to the part. An addition of i
| nPium }

BT LR
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opium in folution generally renders them
more fuccefsful; and where opium is
largely employed, and early had recourfe
to, there is feldom any danger of morti-
fication coming on; and in this we are
confirmed by its effe@ in that {pecies of
gangrene defcribed by Mr Pott as affec~
\ting the toes, and where a fimilar inflam-
 mation precedes, in both cafes arifing from
| excefs of irritation. Beflides this, venefec-
tion, or rather fcarification of the part,
‘is recommended: but it is feldom at-
tended with much advantage, as the irri-
tation from the fores gives-a new ftimulus
to the part; and where there is any dif=
chargebetween the prepuce and glans, they
are liable to degenerate into chancres. Itis
for this reafon that it is proper in all thefe
“cafes to have the {urface between the pre-
puce and glans kept clean, by the injection
of any fluid, or by the infinuation of a
probe covered with cadis, where it can be
done, to wipe the fores. But where this
cannot be done, and the inflammation is
gonfiderable, with an appearance of matter

confined,




confined, and a threatening of mnruﬁca-
tion, in order that a difcharge may hg
given, and a view of the parts permuteﬂ
it becomes often neceflary to {lit the pre="
puce its whole length; and that alfo, fome=
times, where any degree of adhefion haﬂ

taken place, in two oppofite dire@ions,
It fhould conftantly becarried to the very

252 'CONSEQUINCES

.

may be made into the cawty of the pre-‘
puce with a lancer laterally, to admirt its |
difcharge; and in this way dreflings Wl]'t
come to be eafily applied. The cummnnqk
method, however, of performing the ope-
ration, 1s by introducing under the pre-
puce a fcalpel or biftoury, and making an
incifion with it through its whole extent ;-
| but
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but from the laxity of the prepuce, as it
sannot be eafily kept in a tenfe {tate to ad-
mit its Being readily performed, Mr Bell
as lately invented an in(trument to pre-
vent the fkin yielding, confilting of a knife
concealed in the groove of a direttor,
which, keeping it tenfe on its introduction,
allows it to be readily divided. By this
operation, dreflings can be applied, and
any acrid matter wafhed off which is cor-
'roding by its confinement the furrounding
parts. ‘Where mortification happens, part
of the prepuce, at times the whole of it,
has been known to caft off; when the pro-
cefs of healing commences. There is al-
ways, however, danger in this cafe of pox
taking place, by the application of the
virus from the chaneres to this new fur-
face; and wherever, therefore, a tendency
to gangrene occurs, bark fhould be largely
exhibited, and mercury {oon after, when

the {lough begins to feparate, had recourfe
to, |

CCXLIV,
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CCXLIV.

- Burt this {pecies of the difeaf® occurs

chiefly in thofe in whom the prepuce ig

long ; and it is rendered {o by being fre~
quently drawn over the glans. Where;

however, it 1s naturally fhort, {fo as nor to

cover the glans; or where, at the begin=

ning of the difeafe, when it is {fomewhat

{fwelled, it is drawn forcibly over the

glans; the coar&ation of its fibres produ-
ces {triture behind it, forming two {well-

ings divided by a ring, fomewhart fimilar
to ftriture of the urethra in the cafe of
gleet. This fpecies, termed Paraphymofis,

is more troblefome than the former; and
efpecially when it is changed from phy-
mofis, as there is then great danger of
mortification from the ftricter coarctation
enfuing here. |

CCXLV;

Tur fame remedies are to be employed
in this {pecies of the difcafe as in the for-

mer, or phymofis; though the operation is
here
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here more neceﬁ'ary, and at the fame time
“ more difficult, to perform. Before, how-
‘ever, having recourfe to it, cold applica-
tions have been particularly recommended
g-_ta diminifh the fize of the glans; when
~ an attempt is to be made with one hand
~ to pufh ic back, and with the fingers of
~ the other gently to draw forwards over 1t
~the retra&ed prepuce. In this way we
%may {fometimes {ucceed ; but the operarion,
~in {pite of it, will be frequently found
- unavoidable; and the chief circumftance
in the performance of it, is to feparate the
~ two {wellings, by making a deep fcarifica-
~ tion with the {houlder of a lancet on each
~ fide of the penis, for fuch a length and
| _. depth as to divide the prepuce and take off .
~ the ftricture; and in doing it, attention
~ 1s to be paid that it be at a diftance from
~ the fituation of the chancres, as there will
~ be then lefs danger of abforption.
Frequently, however, the paraphymn-
fis is to be confidered entirely as owing
~ to a morbid enlargement of the glans
i | itfelf
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ilelf without any fwelling of the pres
puce. ‘

CCXLVL

Frowm the former of thefe affe@ions ha-
bitual ftricture frequently comes to take
place; and the elongation of the prepuce
in particular often contjnues with a degree
of hardnefs approaching to fcirrhofity in
its edge, the thinner parts only of the ex-
travafated fluids during the ftate of in-
flammation being abforbed. In this cafe,
every means fhould be tried of removing
the hardnefs, and producing the retradtion
of the part, by fomentations, the ufe of
cicuta, fumigations with cinnabar, &ec.
Should theft, however, prove ineffe&ual,
as they often do, and much inconvenience
is felt from the difeafe, circumcifion is
then to be undertaken; which confifts in
removing with a fcalpel all the projecting’
part beyond the glans, beginning at the
upper furface, and holding the penis ho-
rizontally, while in coming round great

care is to be taken to avoid wounding the-
. &!ans.
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CCXLVT,

'E have thus confidered the different

effects which arife from the pri-

mary action of the venereal virus, accord-
ing to the nature of the different furfaces
to which it 1s applied; and it will be pro-
per to examine next how far thefe effeéls
of it may be altogether obviated by a pre-
vious. exhibition of remedies, or how far’
we are in pofleflion of means that can
counterat entirely the danger of infection;

for there is almoft no votary of venereal
pleafure
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of a thoufand noftrums to prevent its at-
tacks, 1s the beft proof of our ignorance
of the fpecific nature of the poifon; and
from the little fuccefs which has hitherto
attended the application of chemiftry to
detect 1t, as well as other poifons, there
1s no. profpect of our ever in future af-
certaining its {pecific compofition. Be-
fides,. the virtues of all preventatives are
rendered uncertain from this confidera-
tion, that one does not in every conne&ion
with a difeafed female receive the conta-
gion. It is frequently efcaped; and if
any remedy has been previouily employed,
it acquires then a degree of credit to which
it is no way intitled. Practitioners, there-
fore, of the prefent day, are now fully con-
vinced of the futility of all attempts of
this kind; as they are rather held out
by the interefted with a. {pecious defign,
than from a real convition their inven-
tors poflefs of their efficacy. The idea of
being in pofleffion of fuch a remedy 1s in-
deed agreeable to the votary. of pleafure,
as‘leading him to.rufh on to a free indul-

i ; gence

F ARy
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gence of his defires, which the terror of

infeQion would otherwife reftrain. Hence,

in every metropolis, pradtitioners, com-
plaifant to the prejudices of mankind,

have readily adminiftered to the fafety of.

their enjoyments by the invention of dif-
ferent {pecifics; in the ufe of which, as
numerous and complicated direétions were
given, in the execution of which, from the
period at which they were to be practifed,
generally before the bed-fide, no firict at-
tention being obferved, their failure, of
courfe, was attributed more to the negli?

- gence of the patient than the want of

power in the remedy itfelf; and thus,
like every other fathien, they have gene-
rally lived a time, till repeated difappoint~
ments have at laft defervedly configned
them to oblivion. For long, however,
this opinion of the dilcovery of fpecifics
was not confined to the interefted folely.
Even praditioners of the firft reputation
confidered it as poflible; and were ready
to blame more their own ignorance, than
to admit that the very principles of the

R 3 | arg
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art rendered it impoflible ever to deteé
that occult quality on which the action of
a virus depends. Nor was this idea of
{pecifics peeculiar only to the prefent dif-
eafe. It was ftrongly favoured, firft by
the chemical theory, where the cperation
of different {ubftances in rendering each
other inert 13 very confpicuous; and af-
terwards by the humoral pathology, where,
from the feat of the difeafe being in the
fluids, the application of remedies to alter
thefe became very eafily effected. Hence
{pecifics were common to every malady,
though the improvement of medicine has
now fhown the folly of all fuch attempts ;
and one of the firft phyficians of the pre-
fent'day informs us, that of {pecifics he is
not acquainted with one.

CCXLIX.

Art the remedies that have received the
appellation of Preventatives have been pre-
{ented to us either in the form of lotion or
pintment. '

Lotions are the moft ancient form; and

| thofe
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thofe of Falloprus, and after him Mayerne,
were compofed of a long lift of aftringents,
which would "cerrainly in fome degree
leffen the fenfibility of furface to the irri-
tation of the virus. But, in order to be
effe@ual, they require to be often repeated,
as without accafioning a degree of callofity
they cannot f{ucceed; any temporary ap=-
plication of them, unlefs the compofition
poflefs very ftrong corrugating powers,
not being {ufficient to prevent the infinua-
tion of the virus which takes place in <coi-
tion. In modern times, thefe lotions have
given place to a {light {olution of corrofive
fublimate. In its ufe, however, there is
great danger of its being too ftrong, and
of inducing inflammation; which, inftead
of preventing, will even favour the action
of the virus. It is particularly recom-
mﬁded in a late quack publication in
France ; and, proceeding on the principle
of 1ts decompofing the poifon, the author
directs it to be prepared in a particular
way, which has no farther merit than oc-
R4 calioning
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cafioning more of the mercury to be dif-
{olved in the fluid.

A flill more favourite remedy at prefent
18 the diluted cauftic alkali; particularly
employed with the prefent intention in
France, under the name of the Anti-
venereal Lotion.

The lime-water has alfo with many been
a favourite application ; and of late a fo-
lution of Goulard’s extra@ has been re-
commended by Mr Hunter.,

CEL.

But in the ufe of thefe lotions, the
views are very different, according togthe
nature of the furface to which they are
applied. On the external parts, their ac-
tion confifts indeed in leflening fenfibility,
as already mentioned ; but where, again,
they are introdueed into the urethra, or
applied to a mucous {urface in the way of
injection, as the virus is always involved
in that matter, their effe®t is intended, by
ftimulating the parts here to*ation, to
folicit an increafed difcharge of mucus,

ag
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s removing the virus, before penetra-
ting further, and thus preventing the dif-

eafe.

CCLIL

Tie rules for their degree of ftrength,
~ where they are employed for this laft pur-
~ pofe, are, that they {hould convey to the
. tongue, on being tafted, fenfible fmarting,
~ tho’ the pain from 1t {hould not continue
~ toolong; and if fymptoms of inflammation
- are induced by them, which fhould never
~ happen if properly ufed, they may be alle-
~ viated by the application of a common
- pouluce.

CELIL

incipient gonorrheea had commenced, and
~ yet the difeafe was removed by their ap-
" plication. Nay, Dr Harrifon goes even

"‘ fo far as to menﬁan, that he had known
L X

a
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a gentleman for years expofed to infection,
who had by the ufe of fuch inje@ions
smmediately after coition prevenrted any
attack ; while others expofed to the fame,
without this neceffary precaution, recei-
ved ir; and that the gentleman at laft,
negle€ting his remedy, experienced the
effets of the contagion equally with o-
thers.

CCLIIL.

Besipes the remedies mentioned, with
many, lemon juice, citron juice, diluted
{pirits, {olution of common foap, &c. have
been favourite applications for the fame
purpofe, and a& on a fimilar principle.

CCLI1V,

IT has been an opinion advanced by
many, that th® mere wafhing the parts
themfelves will be fufficient, without any
thing elfe; and that cleanlinefs, therefore,
tends much to prevent the attack of the
difeafe. From confidering, however, the

manner in which the infe€ion is received,
this
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Every oily matter we know leflens the
fenfibility of the furface it covers for the-
time, and prevents the a&ion of any irri-
tation upon 1t. The venereal virus pof=
{etles alfo a tendency to involve itfelf in
fuch a martrter; and to render it effectual
in the prefent cafe, two circumftances are
neceffary: Either that the frition in coi-'
tion be not {ufficient to remove it; or that
the oily matter receive fuch a hardened
itate as not to be abraded from the furface
by the friction. For this reafon, the form
of pomades is now generally preferred ; and
they are only to be employed before, they'
cannot be of any ufe after, coition. For-
merly, from many experiments, {imple oil
was {uppofed a very powerful preventa-"
tive ~of the prefent difeafe; and fuch a
prejucice took place in its favour, that it
was regarded a8 an infallible application,
being particularly recommended by a very
ingenious furgeon in London. In procefs
of time, however, it began to lofe its re-
putation ; and, under the circumftances

which attend coition, was found but a
weak
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weak defence to the furfaces it covered.
Inftead of it, mucilages, as being more ad-
hefive, came to be applied, and they feem
to anfwer the purpofe better; though they
are at times liable to the fame inconve-
niences with the former, and no way de-
ferve that appellation of infallibility which
the original pracitioners have in this cafe
~applied to them.
CCLVIL
ArTER thefe feveral remedies, then,
were found ineffe@tual, recourfe was at
Jaft had to mercury with a fpecific view ;
and a fuccefsful preventative was {fuppofed
to have been procured, by anointing the
glans and contiguous parts with mercurial
liniment, or calomel diffolved in mucilage.
‘This practice we find {upported by an ex-
periment of Dr Harrifon, tending to con-
~ firm the fpecific powers of mercury; for
| on mixing a quantity of it, extinguifhed
b}' mucilage, with a portion. of venereal
. wirus, and applying it to a furface, even
. where denuded of cuticle, it difcovered
nG
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no effe€t: and hence he infers its fpecifie
powers. But its want of effe@® here may
. be perhaps rather afcribed to its combina=
tion with the mucilage itfelf, efpecially as
we' find the action .of the virus'at times
prevented by fimple oil ormucilage with-
out any addition of mercury; and the in-
fluence of thefe applications, as prevenra-'
uives, is even confirmed by'obfervation of
the milder a&ion of the virus in the va-
gina of females, where a greater quantity
of mucus 1s naturally excreted than in the
urethra. But even admatting that its com-
bination with the mercury in this way
rendered it inert, yet the a&ion of the
virus will {till be very different when ap-
plied'-in its natural ftate to the furface of
the body before being changed by the
powers of chemiftry.

CCLVIL

Or late, among the French, thefe differ-
ent modes of prevention defcribed have
been united; and it has been advifed, ‘pre-
vious to coition, that the glans and neigh-

4 bouring
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bouring parts {hould be anointed with
mercurial liniment ; that afterwards they
fhould be wafthed with diluted cauftic al-
kali, and part of this folution injected alio
into the urethra; and by its producing,
from this laft, a difcharge of mucus, its
fuccefs is generally infured. Yet nothing
can give us a better proof of the futility
of all preventatives than the modern in-
vention of machinery, which the martyrs
of Venus have been obliged to have re-
courfe to.

CCLVIIL.

- From this view, then, the general ation
of all preventatives may be reduced to four
heads.
1. In rendering the parts infenfible to
the operation of the virus; and much.
nicety is required that the applications
- with this view poflefs a fufficient degree
of flrength: for, on the one hand, we
- muft avoid inducing inflammation; while,
. on the other, if their ftimulus is too flight,

they will be attended with no effe&t. The
| inducing
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inducing callofity in the parts muft be a
work of time. It is not to be fpeedily
done; and every votary of pleafure, who
wifhes to enjoy his defires unreftrained,
muft early and frequently have recourfe
to thefe means till a proper ftate is once
induced. It 1s from this ftate that thofe
whe have been long accuftomed to vene-
real excefles are lefs liable to infeion;
and in proof that their a&ion is by indu-
cing this ftate, we find, that thofe in whom §
the prepuce naturally covers the glans,
from the latter retaining its fenfibility, are

more liable to infe@ion than others in

whom it remains conftantly denuded.

2. In wathing off the virus when ap-
plied; and they are generally the fame
remiedies with the former, applied to a
different furface, or the urethra. The
time mentioned when thefe injeétions may
be ufed after infection varies. In {fome
they have not been applied, as formerly
remarked, till {ymptoms of gonorrhcea
commenced, and yet have been fuccefs-

- fal, The general direétion, however, has
4 been,
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_ been, that they fhould be ufed immediate~

ly after coition; or at leaft, as a practi-
tioner celebrated in this way recommends,
within eight hours.
" 3. In preventing the virus coming in
conta& with the parts. The remedies of
this kind are much lefs to be trufted thanh
the former; but wherever their cohefion
is very confiderable, and the moft vifcid
are to be chofen for this purpole, they
will often fucceed.

4. In deftroying the fpecific power of

. the virus though applied; but how far

-

any remedies effect this, 1s flill to be
doubted.

CCLIX.

Besipes the local remedies hitherto enu-
merated, fome praditioners have gone fo
far, in im}mﬁng on the ignorance of man-
kind, as to exhibit internal medicines with
the fame view, dignified with fome fpe-
cious title expreflive of their pretended
property. It is needlefs to enter much into

- this fubjedt. We, deny that, even when

S the
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the virus is in the fyftem, we poflefs any
remedies to prevent its.depofition; and
that it is only when it affumes its proper
form, as difplayed by its ation on parts,
our remedies have effect. If this, there-
fore, is juft, and which ezperience daily
gvinces, how much lefs muft we be in
pofleflion of general remedies to prevent
altogether infection 2

1. BUBO.
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taking it up; and in confequence of this
irritation, it produces fuppuration peculiar
to itfelf. This fuppuration, however, very
rarely happens in the courfe of the lym-
phatics; as the mcreafed action produced
in them occafions its being carried for-
ward, till, from fome change in the ftruc-
ture of the vellels, its retention for a time
is favoured; and from the fituation where
this abforption takes place being generally
fome part of the genital {yftem, the ingui-
nal glands are the firft feat of its depofi~
tion; the affection of which is known by
the general appellation ef Bubo.

CCLXI.

BuBo, then, is a glandular affe&tion of
apart: and itis thofe glands, as obferved,
nearelt the origin of the difeafe that are
generally affeCted in this way ; the difeafe
then ftopping for fome time, and proceed-
‘ing no further.

CCLXIL
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CCLXII.

BuT as this fituation of the inguinal
glands is frequently the feat of other af-
fe@ions of a different nature, it becomes a
matter of importance to diftinguifh them;
and thefe are, either Hernia, or Lumbar
Abfcefs. Thediftinction, however, if atten-
tive to circumftances, is eafily made: for
in hernia the tumor is of a round figure,
while that of the bubo 1s more oblong;
and the former is likewife fudden in its
occurrence, poflefling at all times an ela-
fticity of feel, attended with coftivenefs,
and other {fymptoms marking diforder of
the primz viz. The lumbar abfcefs,
again, 1s flow in its formation, is generally
preceded by {fome acute difeafe, and mark-
ed by a long continuance of hectic fymp-
toms before much {welling appear.

CCLXIII.

Tue firlt fymptoms that intimate the
formation of bubo, are a {enfe of (traitnefs
in the part, and general ftiffne(s of the

S 3 member
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member. Thefe fymptoms increafe, fuc-
cceded by a degree of pain, when a diflint
enlargement of the part can be felt; and
foon after, it 1s even perceivable to appear-
ance. lt begins firft in one gland; and by
the a&tion excited in this it is communi-
cated to the others contiguous, but for the
moft part not to the whole clufter ; which
{hows that they are not all conneed by
the fame branches of lymphaticst and it
is from this circumftance that we find the
{eat of bubo in the groin even vary at
times. It is commonly, however, on that

{fide where the original lefion of furface

takes place, though this is by no means
univerfal; and where it does not happen,

" it is owing generally to a peculiar anafio-

mofis or decuflation of lymphatics, which
varies very much in different fubjells.

" When it occurs originally on the frenum,

its future feat is more doubtful. Though
{fomewhere among the inguinal glands has
commonly been remarked as ‘the feat of
attack ; vet in certain rare cafes, as Mr
Haunter remarks, they have appeared nelar

tae
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the pubes, about Poupart's ligament, and
even on the top of the thigh, &c.: butin
general we are always to look for them in
the external glands, fomewhere between
the point of infection and the courfe of
vellels to the heart.

CCLXIV.

By fome late writers, a very proper di-
vifion of buboes has been made 1nto the
Sympathic and ldiopathic. Under the firfts
are arranged all thofe fimple glandular en-
largements which are merely the effect of ir-
ritation on the extremiries of their conned-
ing veflels; under the {fecond, are included
all thofe where a real depofition of matter
in the gland is the caufe of its tumefac-
tion. That this divifion is well founded,
every one converfant in practice will al-
low; but the proper diagnoflics that mark
thefe different {pecies have never been
pointed out. We are told, indeed, that
thofe of the firft kind generally {ubfide in
the courfe of a few days; and that they
sequire no particular treatment for their

S4 difcuffion
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- difcuflion but the removal of the primary
difeafe on which they depend. As, how-
ever, wherever, along with primary ve-
nereal fymptoms, any glandular fwelling
appears, recourfe is immediately had to
that method of cure which counteraéls the
action of the virus in the part, and time is -
not allowed for afcertaining its true na-
ture by its fpontaneous departure, fuch a
divifion, however judicious, can be of na
utility 3 and, unlefs we poffefs fome lead-
ing marks to determine our opinion at
firft, our pathology here muflt be very im-
perfect.

CCLXV.

Art fympathic tumors, it was for-
merly remarked, have this peculiarity of
being foft, and in a great meafure for
{fome time, till they fuffer much diftention
without painj while, in idiopathic {well
ings, there is generally pain from the be-
ginning.  Nor do they obferve, at the
fame time, a fimilar progrefs with thofe
that arife from fpecific depofition. They

moft
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moft commonly, alfo, attend the acute
ftage of gonorrheea; and fometimes, where
one gland is idiopathically affected, we
find two or three contiguous influenced by
{fympathy.

CCLXVL

THE time from infection at which a
~ bubo appears is very various, and liable
to be affeGted by the fame circumftances
which retard or quicken the aftion of the
virus in its primary ,'nperatianl. From
chancre it commonly difplays icfelf in fix
days; and this is to be confidered as the
moft frequent origin of the prefent infec-
tion.

CCLXVIL

IT has been a queftion with fome au-
thors, Whether glands are more fufcep-
tible of the prefent irritation than veffels?
‘and, Whether the virus is weakened by
the change it receives in pafling through
them? It may perhaps be folved by ob-
ferving, that there is little or no change

produced
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produced in the veflel in cafe of lympha-
tic chancre; and yet the fame virus con-
veyed to the inguinal glands excites there
a.very confiderable alteration. Hence its
operation is more powerful in glands; and
if we confider the rapid progrefs of fymp-
toms from the primary action of the virus,
we fhall be very ready to allow that there
18 fome change induced on it which pre-
vents the fame rapid effe¢t: for, in proof
of it, the difeafe always appears much ear-
lier 1n its conftitutional torm, where no
previous glandular affeCtion weakens its
original force.

CCLXVIIL

IN bubo, the inveteracy of infe@ion is
perhaps much greater than in any other
form in which the venereal difeafe ap-
pears ; and it is generally much more ob-
{tinate to eradicate without a change being
imduced in the organization of the part.
This is owing to the particular ftru@ure
of glands, which both favours the reten-
tion of the virus when introduced, and

promotes |
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promotes at the fame time its adtion.
They confilt in a ramification and reunion
of lymphatics : and it has been obferved,
that in all glands a {ort of extravafation
takes place; which, when irritation exifts
within the gland,” will be more confider-
able, and favour that change which the
~adion of the virus occafions, and which
is neceflary to the formation of that mat-
ter in which it appears always involved.
What 1s peculiar, however, to the ation
of the virus i glands is, that it is entirely
confined to the external: that it attacks
always thofe neareft the origin of the dif-
cafe: that it affe@s only part of one clufter,
and there ftops for fome time: that it does
not attack the contiguous clufters fuccef-
fively, as might be {uppofed, which is the
cafe 1n {crophula; but that from that
gland primarily affe@ed it is direQed,
without any other local {ymptoms in its
- progrefs into the conftitution.

CCLXIX,
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CCLXIX.

Tue progrefs of buboes is equally vari«
ous as the time from the reception of the
virus at which they appear; and this va-
riety, depending on the degree of a&ion
induced in the part, either from the power
of the virus itlelf or the fufceptibility of
the part to be influenced by it, has occa-
fioned their being arranged by authors
under the different divifions of loflam-
matory, Eryfipelatous, Oedematous, &ec.
But no utility arifes from this diftin¢tion;
and the mode of treatment to be purfued,
while the action of the venereal virus con-
tinues, is very little different. How long
the action of the venereal virus continues
in the gland, is in certain cafes a matter of
great importance to determine, and would
form a more proper divifion; for fome
{pecies of buboes, though a lefion of fur-
face and other marks of the primary action
of the virus have preceded them, and
they appear alfo at firlt, from the {uccefs
of remedies, to be of a fpecific nature;
yet
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yet foon lofe that ftate, increafe flowly,
and are littleaffe@ed, or even hart, by the
application of mercury. This is confi-
dered as owing to a fcrophulous taint,
though this difpofition more comtnuniy
difplays itfelf when the bubo 1s in the ul-
cerated ftace.
. The true venereal 1dmpathrc bubo is
always rapid in its progrefs; and difco-
wers from the fir{t confiderable inflamma-
tion and tendency to terminaté by abfcefs,
with a fenfe of throbbing pain in the feat
of it. From its increafe, the contiguous
parts become gradually more affeted. The
member 1s confiderably pained; and from
ats mufcles acquiring a fpafmndic tate,
the walking is in fome degree impeded.
Fever generally fupervenes; and fymptoms
of univerfal laffitude, thirt, headach, &e.
prevail.

CCLXX.

. It is this tendency of the true venereal
bubo to terminate by abfcefs that has gi-
ven urxgm to its being confidered as of a

critical




286 Or BUBO.

critical nature, fimilar to the difcharge of
gonorrheea; and has occafioned fo many -
arguments to be adduced in favour of the
modes of pradice founded on this idea,
Many of the firlt writers in medicine have
affented to this opinion; and while the
dotrines of repulfion and concoion, the
relics of chemical theory, are every where
elfe exploded, they have been ftill retained
as juftly applicable here. But from what
has been already delivered on the nature
“of gonorrhcea, our fentiments here will
be fufficiently obvious. As the difeafe all
along has been confidered as depending
on the formation of that matter in which
the virus exifls, and as-it appears only in
its active (tate when combined with that
mattter ; fo, wherever 1ts formation can
be prevented, or its quantity leffened, the
a@ivity of the difeafe muft pf courfe be
deftroyed. The common argument in
this cafe employed has been, that if the
aion of the virus is not allowed to exert
itfelf in this way on the part, it muft, by
abforption, be carried into the fyften at
. 2 | large.
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Jarge. But does this fuppuration ever
prevent its entering the fyftem? Oan the
contrary, it promotes it; and during the
procefs of fuppuration, a confiderable
quantity muft be introduced independent
_of what continues to pafs even during its
ulcerated ftate; for more furface is then
expofed to abforption than in the orginal
chancre which introduced the infe&ion.
Hence this pratice may be confidered
as the very belt method of inoculating
the conftitutional difeafe. Nay, fo far
have fome authors gone, as in all eafes of
local venereal complaints to forbid the ufe
of topical methods of cure, and to allow
" the continuance of the fecretions which
they always form for a certain time; as
there is danger, by their preventing it, of
the virus being repelled, by the a&ion of
thefe remeciies, into the habit. This very
mode of practice, however, they recom-
~mend, 1s the beft method of producing
~ what they wifh to avoid; and by confi-
d:nng the phenomena which fucceed ino-

culation
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culation for the fmall-pox, we fhall be 2t
once convinced of it.

CCLXXI.

In this cafe, an eryfipelatous inflamma-
tion is induced in the part, which proceeds
in confequence of the a&ion of the mor-~
bid caufe, till the formation of matter by
the appearance of a puftule takes place:
and till this matter is formed, we find,
that no {fymptoms of abforption commu-
nicating the difeafe appear; for not tiil
then are any rigors felt, or pain of the

axilla, which marks the progrefs of the §

difeafe. It 1s not, then, the original mat-
ter which forms the difeafe; it i1s an affi-
milation of the fluids of the part where it
adheres ; and if this aflimilation is pre=
vented, no difeafe can occur, as the me-
dium of its alion is wanting,

CCLXXIL

Tuz propriety of the refolution of bubo
in its incipient ftate we have thus endea-
voured to afcertajn: but another queftion

2 ftall
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ftill remains, Whether, when matter is
already formed, the fame mode of prallice
fhould be continued? Whoever is ac-

- quainted with the difeafe, and the tedious
procefs which often occurs after fuppura-

tion before a cure is effe@ed, will not he-
fitate to decide on the continuance of the

{fame plan, and the preventing here a lefion-
of furface to take place. But as it may be
adduced, on our own principles, that an
abforption here muft undoubtedly be pro-
duced; fo, for this very reafon, as the
conftitutional difeafe cannot be prevented,

the difcuflion of bubo,  being of two

evils to occafion but one, is highly pro-

- per; for if brought to {uppuration, the
fame quantity of matter before the pro-

cefs of healing was effeCted would be in-
troduced ; and it is not the guantity of

- matter on wghich the violence of the con-

ftitutional difeafe depends, but on the

fufceptibility of the fyftem to receive the

altion of the virus, however {fmall.

r il CCLXXIII.




290 OF BUBO.

CCLXXIII.

Tuese, then, are our reafons in every
- cafe for recommending the refolution of
bubo, independent of the confideration
of the deftruction the inguinal glands
muft fuffer by the procefs of fuppuration;
and which nature has certainly placed
there for important purpofes, which are
not to be loft fight of,

CCLXXIV.

BuT in order to have an exat idea of
the difeafe, and to afcertain its progrefs,
on which the fuccefs of our praétice will
greatly depend, the courfe of bubo, in its
natural advances to termination, may be
divided into three ftages.

1. The firft is the fimple ftate of irrita-
tion before any external f{welling appear,
when the virus excites that ation favour-
able to the different changes which after-
wards happen. |

2. The fecond is the a@ual ftate of in-

flammation, fucceeding the latter, and in-
creafing |
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creafing the natural extravafation into
glands on which the formation of matter
depends. And,

3. The third is that of fuppuration;
when a deftrution of organization in the

‘part is produced, and the tumor formerly.

confined to the gland becomes in fome de-
gree diffufed.

CCLXXV.

In entering 'on the cure of bubo, it is
neceflary we thould have an exa& know-

ledge of the diftribution of the inguinal

glands ; and it is only fince we were pro-=
perly acquainted with the courfe and di-
ftribution of the Iymphatic {yftem chat our
practice in the refolution of buboes has
been fo very fuccefsful.

In the groin, two clufters of lymphatic
glands are obfervable, which are diftiné
of each other. - In moft people they have
a {mall communication by a few interme-
diate branches ; and thefe glands are ter-
med the Upper and Under Inguinal Clu-
fters, The upper receives its branches

' T 2 from
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from the root of the penis; while, of
courfe, it is the only one that can be af-
fe@ted by the common method of the in-
troduction of the venereal virus in its pri-
mary action. The other is fupplied from
the lower extremities; and hence it is only
affe¢ted when any abforption from that
fituation takes place: and in proof of this,
there 1s mentioned by Dr Swediauer a
cale of bubo of the inferior clufter occur-
ring from a venereal ulceration of the
toe.

CCLXXVI.

- Frowm this diftribution, then, it appears,
that remedies {thould be chiefly introduced
into the affeed clufter by abforption from
the penis; and when it takes place from
the thigh, or other parts of the {urface of
the lower extremities, as the communica-
tion 1s {o fmall, being formed by fo few
branches, the guantity of any remedy ab-
forbed from this fituation 1s not to be
depended on.

CCLXXVII,
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CCLXXVIL

For the cure of bubo by refolution,
when in its two firft ftages, the indications
formed are,

1. To quicken the a&ion of the conti-
guous abforbents, preventing extravafa-
tion into the gland. And,

2. To render the gland it{elf unfufcep-
tible of the farther action of the virus.

CCLXXVIII.

Tue firlt of thefe is performed. by an
irritation {ent direétly through them, or
of a diftant part, the ftate of which affects
particularly the whole of the lymphatic
{yftem.

CEEXRIX.

To excite irritation in the firlt way,
~ mercury is the only fubftance we know
{ufficiently penetrating ; and which, after

- abforption, retains ftill its aQive ftate, fo
~ as to prevent, during its continuance in
the part, that congeftion in the gland from
T 2 being




204 "% ¢ .OF BUBO.

being formed. To infure it fuccefs, how-
€ver, many circumftances require here at-
tention: for it fhould be introduced in fuch
4 way as to act nowhere elfe but on the
difeafed part; and hence the mode of ap-
plying it is entirely to be confined to fric-
tion. It is with this view that writers
have been fo very ftrict in the manage-
ment of their patients during the refolu-
tion of bubo, by enjoining their abfti-
nence from every thing that can in the
leaft tend to produce general irritation in
the fyftem, or an increafe of circulation.
This frition is not to be made on the
gland icfelf, as was formerly the cafe be~
fore the courfe of the lymphatic fyftem
was underftood : for as no branches enter
from its furface into the gland, it pafles
beyond it; and the purpofe of its intro-
duction is thus defeated. From the courfe
of the lymphatics pointed out, the proper
fituations for performing it are the infide
of the thigh and root of the penis, parti-
cularly the latter.

COLXXX B
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CCLXXX.

ANOTHER circumftance to be attended
to for the fuccefs of mercury in this cafe
is, that it be introduced in a guantity, {o
as to produce an irritation f{uperior to that
of the morbid caufe. The a&tion of mer=
cury has been confidered in many lights,
particularly as exciting a {uperior and op-
pofite irritation to that of the venereal
virus. In this view, the propriety of the
prefent circumf{tance every one will allow;
and in order to its being accomplifhed, or a
proper quantity introduced, as determining
its action, three things are required.

1. That it be abforbed by a large fur-
face,

2. That it poflefs a moft minute divi-
{ion of its parts. And,

3. That, though minutely divided, it
retain {till an infoluble ftate.

'CCLXXXI.

TaE firlt of thefe has been fo much re-
garded by fome furgeons, that from it
T 4 their
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their prognofis of the fuccefs of refolution.
has been formed, as depending on the
extent of {urface beyond the bubo for a
full introdu&ion of mercury : and this is
the more to be attended to, when we con-
fider the fmall. number of lymphatics
which enter the gland, and of courfe the
very fmall proportion which muft be ab-
forbed into the affe@ed part. It is for this
‘reafon that a very minute divifion of the
mercury fhould take place, that the greater
quantity may pafs by thofe few veflels
which enter the feat of the difeafe; and as,
from the obfervations and experiments of
Dr Saunders, it appears that mercury
never as in its fimple ftate, requiring a
certain change in order to poflefs a&ivity
on the body; and as, in the common pre-
paration of the ointment employed in this
cafe there 1s no’ more of 1t in .this' ative
{tate than what receives a degree of altera-
tion by triture 1n forming it fomething
{imilar to calcination; {0 it {hould be much
more liberally ufed than hitherco: for its
effe@s depend on the quantity thrown in

1n
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in a fhort time, or a more ative prepa-
ration of it ought to be employed. Many
authors, indeed, of che firft reputation
have exprefled their furprife at our poffe(-
fing but one preparation for external in-
traduction ; and theory confirms the pro-
priety of our extending the-efficacy of our
remedies in this way. The acrimony of
moft of the chemical preparations has been
the obftacle to cheir ufe; though the mer-
~ curius cinereus, and {ome others, are not
liable to this objection. - ‘Whatever prepa-
ration we employ thould poflefs a degree
of 1pfolubility, 1o as to retain for long an
active ftate, and be confined to the part;
on which the fuccefs of the refolution of
bubo will greatly depend. When applied,
let it be continued with fteadinefs and
vigour; and let its quantity be only de-
. termined by its effe@ on the ftate of the
- gland; rubbing it twice a-day till the
- {ymptoms begin to remit; and, where the
- furface of abforption is {fmall, keeping it
conftantly covered.

3 CCLXXXVII.
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CCLXXXII.

We have thus confidered the method of
cure by an irritation fent through the vef-
fels themfelves exciting their aQion; and
ihall next examine that which arifes from
the irritation of a diftant part influencing
.the whole of the lymphatic {yftem.

This confifts in full vomiting, whether
natural or excited by art. It has fome-
times in thefe cafes been known to pro-
duce the moft powerful effe@s ; and a re-
markable inftance of this is mentioned by
Mr Hunter, where a fluctuation in a bubao
was felt, and the furgeon had determined
next day to make a puncture; when in
the interim, the patient having gone to
fea, was feized with a vomiting, which
occafioned the total difappearance of the
bubo and departure of the difeafe. Hence,

in all obftinate cafes of this kind, pra@i-

tioners have of late ftrongly recommend-
ed a perfeverance in the ufe of emetics
where we wifh to promote refolution.

3. CCLXXXIIL
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CCLXXXIIL

In this manner is the firft indication
laid down to be performed; and by the

{fame means is the fecond likewife accom-

plifhed, or the gland rendered unfufcep-
tible of the farther aétion of the virus: for
in all glandular difeafes, we obferve, where
any violent acion has taken place in the
part, that on its departure 1t is no longer
fo eafily affe@ed by the fame caufes which
formerly induced the ftate of difeafe.
And as a proof that fome new difpofition
even occurs, it is remarked, that after in=
flammation of the kidneys, fuch an alte-
ration in the fecretion of the glands takes
place, that an obvious tendency to the ge-
neration of calculi is difcovered’; though
no marks of this were ever, previous to
their difeafe, obfervable. Hence the fame
gland once affected is never fo liable after-

wards to be the feat of bubo.
CCLXXXIV.
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CCLXXXIV.

Turs, then, forms the treatment of
bubo in its incipient ftate’during its two
firft ftages; and the fame practice we

would ftill recommend to be continued

even where fuppuration appears to pro-
ceed, We judge of the tendency to fup-

puration by the fize of the tumor conti-

nuing to increafe, and by its being red

and painful after the ufe of mercury fora

few days; and asfoon as a fluctuation of
matter 1s difcovered, its evacuation is the
next circumfitance requiring attention.
Many furgeons contend, that, even where
matter is formed, if mercury is properly»
and fteadily employed, fuppuration will
almoft never take place. Bur the reverfc
of this we find by experience happen; and
wherever a proper {fuppuration is induced,
it 1s never to be confidered any way dif-
ferent from common abfcefs.

CCLXXXY,
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CCLXXXV.

Tue methods of treating bubo, when
arrived at a ftate of fuppuration, may be
reduced to three. Either, | |

1. Allowing a {pontancous rupture of
- the teguments. it el
2. Their divifion by a lancer. Or,
3. The application of cauftic.

GCLXXXVI.

‘Tug firft of thefe is now moft commonly
preferred, as the fuppuration is then com-
- pletely ripened before the evacuation takes
" place; and the lofs of fubftance is more
_ quickly repaired, the cicatrix being at the
_I fame time much lefs. In the true vene-
~ real bubo, the cauftic fhould be always
- avoided ; and even Mr Plenck’s improved
. method of ufing it will be found attended
~ with difadvantages. He recommends a
. {mall bit of the fize of a pea to be applied
~ on the middle of a bubo; and continued
for an hour, or even lefs. The efchar is
then to be drefled with a compofition of

bafilicum
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bafilicon and mercurial ointment; after
which it heals up, he obferves, in a very
fhort time.

CCLXXXVIL

DuriNc the different ftates of bubo, *
nothing farther fhould be applied to the
gland itfelf than fimply keeping it warm,
by covering it with a piece of flannel or
fur; and emollient applications of every
kind fhould be avoided. Coftivenefs is to
be obviated as increaling irritation, and
pain and irritability foothed by an occa-
fional opiate. 'When it burfts, the inter-
nal exhibition of mercury in fmall dofes
will be proper ; and the mercurial friction
{hould be then laid afide, while this plan
1s to be continued as long as the part re-
tains any thing of a venereal appearance,
which is only to be afcertained by expe-
rience, Yet in moft cafes of this kind
the conftitution comes to be affeéted,
and another ftate of the fyftem requiring
eur attention then {upervenes.

CCLXXXVIIL
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CCLXXXVIIL

But in the management of buboes
much judgment is neceflary: and though
we have hitherto confidered them either as
refolving eafily, or advancing to proper
fuppuration, when the lofs of fubftance is
foon repaired ; yet it is not to be conceal-
ed, that they do not always obferve fuch
‘a favourable termination ; and this either

from the bubo not being originally of a -

venereal nature, or from the {pecific irri-
tation foon ceafing to aét; in which cafe,
a {crophulous ftate of the gland is moft
commonly {ufpeéted. This is confirmed
by the ufe of mercury being attended here
with the worft effe€ts; and wherever a
bubo proceeds {lowly, it is to be confider-
ed as partaking in fome degree of this
ftate. A variety of remedies have been
recommended to promote {uppuration in
thefe fituations ; as poultices of mezereon,
mandragora, cicuta, &c. but when indu-
ced, the marter evacuated is generally of
a vitiated nature, or a thin difcoloured

| ichor;
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ichor; and a ftate of ulceration then comi-
mences, continued by the acrimony of
the difcharge, when the fore is diftinguifh-
ed by a hard callous edge.

CCLXXXIX,

IT 1s in this exulcerated ftate of the
part, which is generally attended with a
degree. of morbid irritability, that the
{uccefs of opium has of late been experi-
enced {o remarkable; and as former prac-
tice, 1n all thefe cafes, led to the indifcri-
minate ufe of mercury; no wonder they
fhould have been found fo obftinate; the
body becoming emaciated,and the {trength
failing, with quicknefs of pulfe and he&ic
{ymptoms; for they feldom yielded to the
treatment of the furgeon: but after the
patient had been tired out with the fruit-
lefs profpect of a cure, and fent to country
quarters as the laft expedient, a full diet,
the bark, and other' means of removing
irritability, with a total abftinence from

medicine, generally effected what the art
' of
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of the phyfician had only placed at a greater
diftance.

CCXC.

IT is this improper treatment alfo of
bubo in its ulcerated ftate, or the mifta-
king a different difpofition of the part for
venereal, that has occafioned at times its
termination in {chirrhus. Where this
takes place, which is very rare, what has
been already delivered on fcirrhus of the
tefticle will be applicable here.

CCXCL 2

Wt have hitherto purfued the hiftory
~ of bubo in the male. It is, however,
equally-common in women; though its
~ fituation 1is here peculiar, and requires
great attention ; the feat of abforption be-
ing both more extenfive, and the courfe of

the lymphatics fomewhat different..
Where the original infe&ion is on the
labia clitoris or nymphe, the bubo gene~
rally forms fomewhere along the courfe of
U the
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the round ligaments, and is always here
{fmall. .

When the infe®ion is near the peri-
nzum, then the glands of the groin come
to be affeted as in men, or it forms
fomewhere between the labia and thigh.
It obferves, indeed, greater variety than
in the other fex; and is only to be de-~
te¢ted by examination and attention to
fymptoms. In regard to their treatment,
the fame method is to be employed as re-
commended for thole of the male. =

CCXCIIL.

WaEeN the infection does not arife from
coition, but is received on other parts from
circamftances expofing them to the a&ion
of the virus, buboes may form in various
{ituations. They will always be confined
to thofe glands neareft the origin of infec-
tion, and with which the veflels of the
part are connected ; while from the period
they require before the formation of mat=
ter, and confcquent abforption is induced,

time will be given for deftroying the ac-
TIVItY







IV. OF THE CONSTITU-
TIONAL DISEASE.

CCXCIIL

N confequence of the introduétion of
the venereal virus into a porous fur-
face, or one rendered fimilar by the pro-
cefs of ulceration, as defcribed under
the confequences of gonorrhcea, it comes
foon, by the action of the lymphatics
[ fituated there, to be conveyed either,
L firft, to the next lymphatic glands, form-
ing bubo, an affeGtion formerly defcri~
bed; or, without this, it is immediately
carried




CONSTITUTIONAL DISEASE. 309

carried to the thoracic du&, and is thus
blended with the common mafs of fluids
undergoing the general circulation. The
effe@ of this union is the produétion of a
flight irritation of the fyftem, attended
more or lefs with rigors on its fettling on
particular parts: but thefe are fo trifling
as to be generally overlooked by authors,
as well as the patients themfelves, or a-
~ {cribed to fome temporary caufe; till at
laft, after a certain period, it difplays it-
{elf by a variety of fymptoms marking the
prefence of the conflitutional taint.

CCXCIV.

THE period at which thefe fymptoms
arife is confiderably diverfified. At a me-
dium, however, they appear in fix weeks
after its introdution ; but, in fome, the
time 1s much fhorter, for it has been
known fo early as 12 or 14 days; the fame
circum{tances which influence its primary
operation affecting it alfo here.

U3 CCXCV,
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CCXCV.

THE virus, when diffufed in this man-
ner, we are of opinion, circulates only 3
certain time in the general mafs. From
its nature, and the fpecific attradion which
all difeafes, from a fimilar fource, poffefs,
it is determined foon to particular parts,
and this determination, the caufe of which
we cannot altogether explain, difplays it-
felf in a longer or thorter time, by the
change induced there, according to the
fufceptibility of thefe parts to receive its
action. Hence we find, in the prefent
difeafe, and thofe of a fimilar nature, that
the blood will not infect ; as, before the
appearance of the fpecific fymptoms mark-
ing it, the determination to parts, its pe-
caliar chara@eriftic, has taken place; and
it is only the fluids of thefe parts that can
communicate the difeafe. Nay, in proof
of this local a&ion, which the difeafe even
m its conftitutional fate retains, where 2
{welling of a fingle gland is difcovered,
and the latter is in a fituation to be ex-

tirpated,
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tirpated, as in the axilla (a cafe mentioned
by Mr Hunter), by performing it the dif-
. eafe has been removed. Hence we find,
that neither the blood, as already obferved,
"nor any of the common fecretions, are af-
' fe@ed by it; which is proved by an ar-
gument Mr Hunter fuccelsfully employs»
that were they under the fame irritation
as thofe parts where its effets are difplay-
ed, inftead of fecreting their ufual fluids,
it {hould be the fame matter as that which
chara@erifes venereal ulcerations.

CEXOCVIL

Tue fufceptibility of patts to receive
 the alion of the venereal virus is a fub-
jec that deferves much attention, and the
knowledge of which is greatly connected
with the very nature of the difeafe. It
has been generally mentioned by authors
under the vagiie terin of State of Confti-
vutioni: but the idea i€ conveys in this
way is by no meanis juft; for the confhi-
rution we find only affe@ed by fympathy,
and it is its influence alone on particular

U 4 parts
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parts which forms the difeafe. Hence; if -
tlgefe parts are infenfible to its operation,
no effe&s can follow its introduction into
the {yftem. It is in this way we find the
venereal virus {o often latent in the fy-
{tem. Every author almoft gives inftan-
ces of it; and Dr Swediauer has men-
tioned it very particularly, without, how-
ever, entering into thofe circumftances
which tend to elucidate the fubjet. They

may, from obfervation, be reduced to ei-
ther,

1. Excefs of fecretion in parts fufcep-

tible of its action ; or, '
| - 2. Their infenfibility to irritation: And
the latter either from, a. Want of fuffi- |
cient diftention ; or, &, Real caliofity. |

CCXCVIL

| TaaT excels of fecretion diminifhes the
" a&ion of the virus is confirmed by thofe
of the phlegmatic temperament being leaft
fubje to it; and, when receiving the in-
feion, by its being alfo much longer of
difplaying itfelf in fuch conftitutions;

while
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‘while the fanguine, again, are remarked
to be the moft liable to its action.

CCXCVILL

In proof of the infenfibility of parts in-
fluencing it in this way, it has been ob=-
ferved where no fymptoms of conftitu-
tional taint appeared, and where not the
fmalleft indication could mark the pre-
fence of the virus, on receiving an injury
on a part it has foon aflumed a venereal
appearance, and a regular courfe of me-
dicines to counteract its difpofition became
neceflary. This infenfibility has been
‘mentioned as owing to a want of diften-
tion of parts; and it is to be remarked, in

fupport of this, that where a latent taint

in the female habit prevails, it will fre-
quently lie dormant till either pregnancy
- takes place, at which time it is liable from
the then plethoric ftate to thow itfelf; or,
where women have had no children, till
the menfes depart, when the general alte-
ration in the {yftem then occurring pro-
duces its adtion.. With refpe@ to real

callofity,
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callofity, it is fufficiently apparent; and
the obfervations already made on that
fubjet, when treating of gonorrhcea, will
be equally applicable here.

CCXCIE..

It is the irritable habit, then, that gives
the peculiar tendency to moft difeafes: and
this habit is neither confined to the ath-
letic conftitution, nor yet to the weak ; and
therefore we cannot d priori judge of it.

CCC.

It has been an obfervation made by
many of the firlt writers on the preéfent
difeafe, that though theé virus rémain in
an inagtive ftate, thefe patients {till fre-
qguently communicate infection to others
who are more fufceptible of its a@iof,
This fact, however, I fhould be very ready
to deny, though ftrongly fupported ; for,
till the virus produce its effects by the
formation of matter, I cannot fee any me-
dium in which it can be involved to com-
maunicate the difeafe, It may alfo be ob-

ferved

b
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ferved here, that the conftitution is very
little affeéted by the caule of the difeafe;
it is its effe@ts. Hence, where no effeéts
take place, the conftitution, or general
health, cannot be much influenced ; nor
can we therefore perceive any hurtful con=
fequences from the virus remaining latent
till it is excited into action, Hence the
impropriety of that divifion of venereal
complaints known in authors under the
name of Morbi Venerei Larvati, or Dif-
guifed, as no fuch exift; and the proof of
their cure by 'mercury deferves no atten~
~tion, as mercury is a cure for many dif-
eafes independent of this {pecific caufe.
This idea of the virus remaining latent,
inculcated by phyficians, has been attend-
ed with the worft confequences; and it is
not eafy for thofe who have once had ve-
nereal complaints to believe themfelves
radically cured. Thus it frequently oc-
cafions their patients, when well, to com-
mit themfelves to the hands of ignorant
empyrics; who, complaifant to their pre-
judices, continue them under mercury till

their
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their conftitution is totally impaired. We

with therefore, for the fake of humanity, -

to combat this opinion; to eftablifh it
as a fact, that the venereal virus, latent in
the general mafs of fluids, can never be
hurttul to the conftirution till its effeéts on
particular parts are difplayed; and that it
may be as {afely retained as the blandeft
fubftance whatever. The only effe@, in-
deed, 1t could poflibly produce in its dif-
fufed ftate is fever; which we know for
certain, even 1n its moft active form, it is
incapable of exciting.

CCCIL

THE {ymptoms which diftinguith the
conftitutional lues we mentioned as very
much diverfified ; and to give, therefore,
a complete account of them is almoft im-

poflible. This diverfity we cannot eafily .

explain; but, from analogy of its primary
eftets, we endeavour to refer it to,

1. Specific {fympathy between certain
parts.

2. Dura-
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2. Daration of the apparent action of

- the virus.
3. Peculiarity of general habit.

CCCIIL.

To explain the firft of thefe, we remark,
that fince the virus circulates only a cer-
tain time in the general mafs as an ex-
traneous matter poflefling irritation, it is
determined, like every other caufe occa-
fioning {pecific difeafes, by the action of
the heart to the fmaller veflels which form
the lymphatic fyftem, and are the means
of throwing out whatever is noxious to
the furface. From the nature, however,
of this virus, it does not pafs out without
irritation of thofe parts to which it is de-

termined: and the effe&t of this irritation -

1s a deftruction of organization; in con-
fequence of which a new matter is pro-
duced fimilar to the virus itfelf, which
continues its irritating power, and extends
the ftate induced by the original taint, till
in procefs of time the part becomes o ha-
‘Bituated to its ftimulus as to refift its far-

ther
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ther aétion ; or the powers of the {yftem
being excited by art, a feparation of the
difeafed {pot by‘a procefs conneted with
inflammation, but which we cannor en-
tirely explain, takes place. As the prin-
cipal feat of the lymphatic fyftem to which
this determination is made is every where
on the furfaces of the body, from the dif-
ference of thefe furfaces formerly ex-
plained, the particular parc on which irs
action is' firft exerted may be eafily ac-
counted for; and its effects, therefore, fi-
milar to its primary operation, confift
here either in an affection of a fecreting
or porous furface; and thefe form two
different ftages of the difeafe, into which
it is commonly divided.

CCCHL

Tue fecreting furface commonly ai-
fe@ed is that of the throat: and this both
from the conne&ion between it and the
genital organs, which are almoft always
the original feat of the difeafe, in confe-

quence of which a morbid fympathy is
. TR in-
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y o

induced ; and alfo from the greater expo-
fure to irritation than any other part, ex-
eiting the more powerful action of any
morbid caufe. The particular {fpot of it
attacked is uncertain. From the glandu=
lar nature, however, of the tonfils favour=
ing more efpecially its operation, it is
moft commonly difplayed here; and from
thence gradually extends to the mouth,
the tongue, &c. Its effe& on thefe parts
is the produdtion of ulceration; and this
uleeration is commonly without much
rumefaction, and difplayed at once, with-
out any previous {cale or puflule, as in
the cafe of chancre, which 1s here pre-~
vented from forming by the conftant moi-
{ture of the part. The appearance it af-
fumes 1s always very foul, with a whitifh
colour; and its edges foon acquire a thick-
nefs ‘and degree'of callofity that eafily
mark it, being alfo jagged and irregular.
The tongue on being affe@ed becomes
thickened, and the fpeech is thereby in-
jured ; or where the ulceration is fmall,
and difplays the appearance as if s bit

were
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were cut out of it. If communicated tg

the gums, they acquire the fame {pongy
colour and inflamed edge that diftin~

guithes fcurvy, with tendency to hemor=
rhagy ; fo that, without other {fymptoms,

it is fometimes a difficult matter, when

in this ftate, to afcertain the true nature

of the difeafe.

CCCIV,

THE action of the virus on the porous
furface 1s difplayed by an eruption of pu-
~ ftules on the fkin. This eruption, though
very various in its appearance, is always
of a motled kind, fomething fimilar to
what is obferved at times in the {mall-pox.
It 1s commonly very general on every
part; and the mottlednefs in fome gives
place to diftin& bloatches, which are moft
vifible at their termination, when they

acquire the form of a fcurf. At firft they

are rather tranfparent; but as the cuticle
falls off, they then aflume this fcurfy fi-
gure, which is to be confidered as a tend-

ency of the difeafe to decay; though, from
' 2 the

e
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the powers of the contiguous parts not
~ being fufficiently excited to remove the
whole difeafed portion, the morbid action
continuing, the fame appearances are re-
newed ; which gradually {pread thicker,
and increafing in fize, continue to feparate
a copper-coloured fcurf, till from the lofs
of cuticle to fupply this fCurf, matter
forms, and the true ftate of ulcer is pro-
duced. Thefe puftules, however, poflefs
no {welling, and have at the fame time
little or no {enfation; {imilar to what oc-
curs in elephantiafis, and other chronic dif~
eafes of the fkin, which has given occafion
to their being fuppofed of the fame nature.
The fingers often, in this ftage, fuffer as
well as the fkin; and it attacks that part
ef them where the nails are placed; the
latter feparating, and the furfaces below
appearing red and inflamed. The hair
has likewife been obferved to fall off from
thofe parts covered with it, which during
- the continuance of the difeafe has never
been reftored.

X ~ ccev,
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CCCV.

WiuEen the eruptions acquire the ulce-
rous ftate, their bafis is generally covered
with a thick lardaceous cruft. Their
borders ‘receive a hardnefs of edge or
callofity of margin, and a preternatural
. rednefs of the fkin may be obferved all
round the ulceration; and there will fel-
dom be any difficulty of diftinguifhing
the difeafe, if the previous hiftory is at-
tended to, and the progrefs of the ulcera-

tion, with its original appearance, confi-
dered.

CCCVL

WE have thus confidered the firft cir-
cumftance to which the diverfity of fymp-
toms attending the conftitutional taint
mmay be referred. The next mentioned
was that arifing from the duration of its
apparent aétion, or the length of period
from which the fymptoms of the firft ftage
begin. To point out the propriety of
what is here advanced, we muft be under

), the
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the neceflity of repeating a former obfer-
vation, that the difeafe, in its two firft
ftages, poflefles a narural tendency to de-
cay: but that this is prevented by the
action of the parts not being fufliciently
excited to effet the complete feparation
required ; and by the morbid difpofition
of the veflels ftill remaining, the forma-
tion of matter continues to proceedl

CCCVIL

To explain this, however, more fully,
it may be obferved, that where any irri-
tating caufe affects a part, thofe contigu-
ous to it, by a certain law of the cecono-~
my, endeavour to refift its {tate, or {top its
progrefs, and that by forming adhefive
inflammation. By this the effe® of the
morbid caufe is confined ; and the inflam-
mation it produces, termed the Suppura-
tive, confifting i the decay of the affe@-
ed folid, or its converfion to a matter, for
the moft part fimilar to its original caufe,
is circumficribed ; while the adhefive in-
flammation increafing, the matter is urged

ik 2 to
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to the furface, or difcharged externally;

and the former continuing to {pread, new
vellels are formed on the furface of the
part, and the increafe of matter is gradu- =
allyleflened, till thefe veffels or granulations
meeting, the adhefive inflammation occu-
pies the whole, when a complete renewal
takes place. But, in venereal cafes, fromthe
fmall power of irritation which the morbid
caule difplays, the adhefive inflammation
1s hardly formed; and hence the fuppura-
tive not being circum{cribed, matter con-
sinues to be conftantly forming. |

-

N, -
e o

WHERE art, then, does not ftep in to 1
ftop the progrefs of the difeafe, abforption
neceflarily takes place, occafioning a new
depofition on an internal furface. From
the {fympathy that is obferved to prevail
between furfaces, and from the allion of
the heart hindering its influence on the
larger veflels, the furface to which it is
determined is the periofteum: for in no
cafe have ever internal ulcers from lues,

or

CCCVIIL. 4
f
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or affe@ions of the larger vefels, on dif-
feGion, been difcovered; and from the
- periofteum it comes, of courfe, {oon to at-
tack the bones themfielves.

CCCIX.

Tue attachment of the virus, then, to
this furface, or the periofteum, forms a
 new period of the difeafe ; which differs
from all the reft, and in which the virus
is in a ftate incapable of communicating
infe@ion. This has by fome been alleged
to be the cafe in the whole period of the
conftitutional infeGion. There are many
facts, however, in the hiftory of the dif~
eafe, againft this; and the difcharge from
an ulcer either on the fkin or throat, there
~ can be no doubt, where circumftances are
favourable to its action, on being applied
will communicate the difeafe. The moft
{trenuous defender of this do@rine, that
the fecondary ulcers are incapable of in-
fetion, is Mr Hunter. That the a&ion
of the fyftem comes at laft to obviate the
nature of all fpecific difeafes is certain;

X 3 but

¥
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ftill retain their {pecific nature, is fuffi-

ciently proved. If this was the cafe, as
~ Mr Hunter alleges, why fhould the fecon-
dary puftules in inoculation communicate

the difeafe? They are in the fame ftate =

with the fecondary venereal ulcers; and

the inoculated pockanfwers to the chancre,
or other primary a@ion of the virus. At
the fame time, that they lofe at laft thein
power of infeftion, or that the marter they = |
form is incapable of communicating the ~
difeafe, is proved by fome confiderations;

for we find in the {fmall-pox, that on their

fir(t appearance the matter then is moft
proper for infe@ion, and that in their fully
maturated ftate it frequently fails, Hence
the clear lymph is always preferred by

inoculators for the operation,

CCCX.

Tus difference which the venereal dif-
eafe has acquired in this third ftage {feems
to.depend on two circumf{tances.

1. The

'
.{!
L*
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1. The natural unfufceptibility of the
parts attacked to receive its action. And,

2. The difference in the matter they
form. The former of thefe is confirmed
by the flow progrefs it obferves; and the
latter by nothing elfe than a flimy mattey
being formed, and no proper {uppuration
- taking place. v

CCCXI.

Tue progrefs which the fymptoms of
this ftage obferve are commonly in the
following order.

- The patient begins to complain of un-
ealy pains in the night fhooting through
the bones, and efpecially the middle of the
hardeft bones which are thinneft covered
with mufcles; as the ulna, tibia, and
bones of the cranium. Thefe gradually
depart towards morning, being exalpera-
ted by the heat of the bed; and in the
day totally depart. In fome conftitutions,
however, though more rarely, they ob-
{erve a different courfe ; and never occur
in the night, but through the day, when

X a the

"
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the parts are expofed to the air. Thefe
painsare at laft fucceeded by fome fwelling
of the part; when the pains become lefs
acute, and are fometimes entirely remo-
ved: but this {welling proceeds very
flowly; and, according to the different
fituations it occupies, it is diftinguifhed
by the feveral appellations of Node, Ta-

phus, and Exoftofis. In this ftate they

frequently continue for years before mat-
ter is formed ; and when 1t happens, it is
generally, we obferved, a fluid of a flimy
nature, and very different from what is
formed in other parts. Caries of the bone,

at that part from which the matter iflues,
frequently fucceeds: but at times, inftead

of this {welling of a part, though more

rarely, a general {ponginefs of the bones, |

with a tendency to the predufion of fun-
gus in fcrophulous habits, comes to take
place; forming a difeafe which has been
termed by aunthors the Spina Ventofa.
Nay, even in fome very rare inftances, a
preternatural foftnefs of the bones has oc-
enrred ; and fuch an effet wg alwayj
R | fin
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find enumerated by authors as attending
this difeafe. 'Where a tendency to fpon-
taneous fracture appears, it may perhaps
be referred to this fource.

CCCXIL

DuriNG the progrefs of thefe different
ﬂageé of the conftitutional difeafe defcri-
bed, certain affections attacking the or-
gans of fenfe arife ; the moft common of
which are Ophthalmia and Deafnefs.

CCCXIIL

Tu1s ophthalmia is of a chronic kind ;
and, though obftinate, is very different
from that acute ftate which follows the
-retropulfion of gonorrheea. It is confined
more generally to the eye-lids than to the
eye, and very much refembles that {pecies
peculiar to ferophula ; neither does it pof-

{efs the acute pain which d1{t1ngu1ﬂles an
active inflammation.

CCCXI1V.

——
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COOXI Y

TuE deafnefs in this difeafe is generally
preceded by a noife or tinkling of the ears
for fome months. It then comes to be at- : ;
tended with violent pain, when fuppura—l". *
tion takes place; or, without this, an ul-
cer flowly forms, producing erofion of the
organ. It often, alfo, depends on an af-
fection of the orifice of the Euftachian tube
in the fauces. |

CCCXYV.

Wuen the conftitutional difeafe has
continued long, from the irritation to
which the fyftem has been for fuch a time
fubjected, an affeCtion of fome of the prin- |
cipal organs neceflary to the fupport of
life occurs in confequence of the general
{ympathy confpicuous between all parts of |
the {yftem, which is increafed by the ftate
of difeafe; and thus hectic fymptoms are
induced. They are marked by lofs of ap-
petite, headach, flight rigors fucceeded by
hot fits; and where this affe@ion is of the

lungs, =
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lungs, it is attended with a teafing cough,
and foon expectoration of matter. At
other times this fympathetic affedtion is in
the liver, confilting of a fcirrhus in that
organ; and, though more rarely, it fome-
times alfo affecs the groin or tefticle with
_the {ame ftate, though this fcirrhus has a

greater tendency to depart by fuppuration

than in any other cafe.

CCCXVI,

TuEeSE, then, are the principal {fymp-
toms of the conftitutional difeafe, with the
ufual progrefs they obferve till a ftate of
hectic comes on; and that this {tate 1s the
effe@t of fympathy, which may arife equal-
ly from any other long-continued irrita-
ting caufe harrafling the conftitution, and
1s not to be afcribed, as 1s commonly done,
to any abforption of matter into the {y-~
ftem, is proved by this circumftance, that
in its more early {tage, where. much ab-
forption prevails, no hectic is produced,

CCCXVIIL.

-
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CCCXVIL

TuoucH this is the ufual courfe of the

difeafe, yet in fome, from peculiarity of
general habit, the third circumftance for-
merly enumerated, a diverfity at times

arifes, which it is alfo proper to take no-
tice of ; for in {fome rare cafes it has been
known to attack firft the periofteum.  In
thefe cafes, 1t may perhaps be referred to
the head of retropulfion: for on the ap-
plication of remedies, the {ymptoms there

quickly abate, and an affeGtion of the foft

parts, as appears at firft on its conftitu-
tional attack, fupervenes; while, at the
fame time, it difplays here an acutenefs
and violence no ways common to the
progrefs of the conftitutional difeafe.

CCCVILI,

WiTH regard to the progrefs of the con-
{titutional infection, the manner of its in-
troduction may have fome influence: for
when the abforption takes place from

bube, its appearance is in general much
earlier

i .
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earlier than when from chancre; and
when from ulceration of the urethra, it is
ftill later. It feems much connected with
the degree of inflammation in the original
part, by which the irritation of the con-
ticuous branches of the lymphatic fyftem
is more excited to accelerate its progrefs.

CCCXIX.

Amonc the writers on this difeafe it
has been a common opinion, that the con-
ftitutional malady of the prefent day 1s
effentially different from what it appeared
in the fifteenth century; and that it has
gradually acquired, from its firlt propaga-
tion, an encreafing mildnefs. It would
be happy indeed for mankind were this
the cafe. We fhould not even defpair of
feeing the difeafe totally eradicated: but
this we can never expect, while its action
is {o complicated, and its prefence at times
fo difficult to dete®. Menjor, a French
author, who wrote in the 1697, has enter-
ed very warmly into this fubje&; and
endeavours to fupport his remarks by

3 many

e
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many hiftorical obfervations. But bnti': :
facts and analogy feem to oppofe his npi-f-l
nion: for Dr Swediauer obferves, that
even at prefent, in many parts of Europe,
amongft the poorer clafles of people, he 4
has obferved it equally malignant with
whatever has been defcribed in the firft %I
accounts of it by authors, in fituations

where poverty and other caufes of wretch~
ednefs added to the violence of its a@ion. ..
And with regard to other difeafes, the |
confequence of fpecific infe@ion, no alte-
ration we know has taken place on them
in refpect of mildnefs, except where the
conftitution is previoufly rendered lefs
fufceptible of their influence. Hence we
have every reafon to conclude, that the i |
malignity of its firft appearance was owing
to their unacquaintance with its nature, |
and alfo the ftate of living and want of re-
finement. In proof of thefe we find, that

they were then more fubject to cutaneous
difeafes, which only at prefent affect the

lower clafles ; and want of cleanlinefs we

abferve at all times predifpofes to difeafes
¢ of
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of a cache&ic nature. To determine, how-
ever, this queftion, it is neceflary we
fhould be acquainted with the ftate of me-
dical police then prevailing.

CCCXX.

From the view offered of the conftitu-~
tional difeafe it appears, that ‘the virus
diffufed through the fyftem has its pecu-
liar action difplayed only on certain parts
of it. This we find common to all dif-
eafes from a {pecific fource; and the chief
difference in fuch difeafes which has di-
rected their nofological arrangement is,
that in one cafe fever is induced by the
nature of their caufe, which {peedily ter-
minates its effect; and that in a certain
period, varying according to the peculiar
action of the different poifons applied :
while in the other, though fever is equal-
ly neceffary to their termination, it does
not occur properly as an effe of their
action ; and even before it is formed, the
conftitution often finks under their' pro-

3 grefs
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grefs from the local effects they produce in
the lefion of parts.

CCCXXI.

To eftablifh, then, a general pathology
in the cure of fuch difeafes, two indica-
tions are naturally formed.

1. The firft, to reftrain that increafed
aétion of the fyftem conftituting fever
when too violent, in order to prevent any
hurtful confequences to thofe parts where
no particular determination of the difeafe
takes place. And;

2. The fecond, to excite; oni the con-
trary, where it is deficient,; the fame in-
creafed a&ion, in order to the termination
of the difeafe. | .

The former applies properly to the ex-
anthemata ; the latter to fuch of the ca-
chexiz as arife from a fpecific caufe.

CCCXXII.

For the cure, then, of the venereal dif=
eafe, as belonging to the latter clafs, we

contend, that a certain degree of fever, or
tendency
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- 1. To leflen the fenfibility of the fyfte.m
to the irritation of the prevailing difeafe,
or render the morbid action as weak as
poflible.

2. To excite fuch a degree of oppofite
irritation as conflitutes that {pecies of fever
by which a feparation of the parts affected,

as in the exanthemata, and a decay ofsit

may be produced. And,

7. To obviate thofe {fymptoms which
may occafionally arife during the perfor-
mance of the former, either from the irri-
tability of habit or the nature nf the re-
medies employed.

CAEX XYV,

Tukg firlt of thefe indications has never
before been purfued in the treatment of

this difeafe, but its propriety late experi-
ments have fufficiently evinced. It is
well known to pra&itioners how often in
the cure of the prefent difeafe they are dif-
appointed ; and that many cafes, on the

former modes of practice, they were ob=

liged to difmifs, after a fruitlefs exhibition

’ of
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of remedies, as incurable. Under thefe
circumftances, nothing being left to the
patient but to drag out a wretched life, the
victim of difeafe, it was natural to attempt
at leaft alleviating his miferies, and the
‘painful fenfations to which it fubjected
him. Opium was generally then had re-
courfe to; and in one inftance of this kind,
as we are informed, where it was taken in
very large quantities, and regularly con-
tinued, it not only procured the defired
- alleviation, but unexpectedly performed a
cure. On this hint its introdu@ion as an
antifiphylitic remedy came to be founded;
and though perhaps the authors of this
practice have been too fanguine in their
details of its fuccefs, yet, if exhibited
in the manner the prefent indication points
out, much advantage may be derived from
its ufe. The venereal difeafe is allowed
to confift in the irritation of a peculiar {ti-
mulus on certain parts. Whatever power,
then, leflens this irritation, or renders the
parts lefs fufceptible of its influence, muft

contribute greatly, if not to cure the dif-
Y 2 4 eafe,
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eale, at leaft to alleviate its {ymptoms, and
to render the aétion of other remedies in
fubduing it more effetual. = Opium is a
medicine we are flill very much unac-
quainted withj but, from theory, it {feems
well adapted to every ftage of the prefent
malady. During the operation of the
virus, a cerrain active ftate of irritation
we find prevail, occafioning in the parts
- affe@ed either violent pain or the moft
uneafy fenfations: ‘the removal of this,
then, is one great ftep towards the cure,
and one particularly acceptableto patients.
‘When the decay of the difeafe alfo takes
place, or the fpecific action of the virus is
{fubdued, a ftate of morbid irritability in
the affeted parts frequently fupervenes ;
which, . in fome conftitutions, continues
the former affe¢tion, and increafes the
original lefion of furface induced. Here
the fuccefs of opium has been greatly ex-
tolled. Its effeés in fuch cafes are,

Its abating the quicknefs of pulfe,
which it reduces fometimes {o low as 50
in a minute; yet even this is not neceflary

to
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day; and that without producing a ten-
dency to fleep, or thofe other confequences
which follow its exhibition in fmall dofes.
It is not to be concealed, however, that,
exhibited in this way, fome uneafy fymp-
toms occaficnally arife from its ufe; as
indolence, tremor, headach, and coftive-
nefs: but thele are generally foon remo-
ved by paying attention to the ftate of the
prime viz, and preventing the refiduum
of the opium which is incapable of folu-
tion being retained for any time,

CCCXXVIIL

From this view of the introduétion of
opium, the conclufions to be drawn from
1ts ufe are, that though unequal, from the
teftimony of the lateft writers, a very few
cafes only excepted, to the’cure of the
conftitutional difeafe in its afive ftate
without the afliftance of the {pecific reme-
dy, its palliative powers are to be confi-
dered as highly ufeful. Previous, there-
fore, to commencing the {pecific courle,
according to the indication laid down,

let
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let it be employed till the fymptoms of
pain and irritation from the difeafe are
{omewhat abated, which will be generally
accomplifthed in a few days; for in fome
. its effe@s in this way are fudden, while
_in others they are more gradual. In ex-
hibiting it, the rule is, to proceed till
the pulfe from being opprefled, weak,
and frequent, become the reverfe, free, full,
and flow.

CCXXVIIL

In this manner is the firft indication to
be performed ; but the fecond, or the ex-
citing an oppofite irritation in the fyftem,
we are to confider always as the moft im-
portant, while the two others are to be
viewed rather in a fecondary light.

CCCXXIX.

Tuar the cure of the conftitutional
difeafe proceeds properly on this principle,
we have every reafon to infer.

1. From a confideration of the Phena-

Yy mena
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mena attending the ufe of thofe fubftances
fulfilling this indication. .

2. From the occurrence of actual fever,
or an inflammatory difeafe, .having both
{ufpended its progrefs and alfo cured this
malady. And,

3. From the analogy pointed out with .

the clafs of exanthemata.

CCCXXX.

THE fubftances performing this indi-
cation are very various, and taken either
from the vegetable or mineral kingdoms.
In the warmer climates, the former have
been preferred from their quicker opera-
tion and even fuperior fuccefs, as the ac-
counts of their practice relate; while, in
the colder climates, the latter only have
been confided in, as better adapted to that
torpor of conftitution, and leflened irrita-
bility of habit, which forms a contraft to
the former..

CCCXXXI,
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CCCXXXI.

BuT to afcertain the reafon of this pre-
ference, we may obferve, that there are
two ways of exciting fever; the one by
fubftances exerting their aétion {imply on
‘the ftomach on their firft introduétion,
which, as the procels of digeftion alters
their nature, departs, being merely tem-
porary; the other, and more durable, by
the introdu&ion of {uch bodies as, notha-
ving their powers leflened by the aétion
of the gaitric fluids in the ftomach, enter
the circulation by abforption in this aétive
ftate; and after continuing fome time, in
proportion to the torpor of the {yftem al-
lowing their retention, are expelled by
{fome of the excretories.

CCCXXXIL

Or the firft fort are moft vegetables
ufed in the cure of this difeafe. They are
of the diaphoretic kind, of an acrid nature,
which is confiderably impaired in their
dried ftate. Hence with us they prove

frequently
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frequently inert; and, where flow in theigp
effect, their action is improved by the na-
tives of thefe countries by their jun@ion
with fome of the rubefacient tribe; while,
in order to their fuccefs, a fpare diet is
found abfolutely requifite, that their
operation on the ftomach may be more

powerful; and it fhould be always empty

for fome time after their exhibition. They
feem 1in this climate adapted to that irri-
tability of conftitution which often can-

not bear the a@ion of mercury even 1n its
mildeft ftate, or which is brought on by

1
&
1

its exceflive ufe without producing a pro- :-
per decay of the difeafe. But fince the
ufe of mercury became {6 frequent, phy-" i

ficians have doubted of -the cure of the

.'

difeafe by any other means: and the hi-

{tories of early practice are now regarded

as at leaft exaggerated, if not falfe. From

the theory advanced on the fubje@, that
fuch methods of cure proved effectual:
there can be no doubt, when other cir-

cumftances in the management of the pa-
3 tient
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tient befides the fimple exhibition of the
iremedies were attended to.

CCCXXXIIL

Tue circumftances that we {uppofe ne-
| ceflary, in order to the fuccefs of vegetable
‘remedies, are,
1. That a proper reftriction in diet, as
formerly recommended, be obferved, that
‘the operation of thefe remedies may be
more extenfively felt. Hence the anti-
phlogiftic regimen is moft favourable to
their a@ion. -
2. That they be ufed as much as pof-
fible in a frefh ftate, as their allive parts
are liable to be impaired if too long kept.
3. That .in their exhibition they be
brought to produce fenfible effeés; and
as the fenfible effets of mercury, when
moft fuccefsful, are difplayed by a {fore-
nefs or tendernefs of the mouth, thofe of
 the vegetable remedies, again, confift in a
fimilar ftate of the urinary organs, or ten-
dency to ftrangury.
4. The operation of fweating under the
ufe
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ufe of vegetable remedies is improper ag -
well as under that of mercury, as mark-
ing their action to be too violent; which,
as 1t requires to be long continued, produ=~ i
ces foon fuch a debility as is unfavourable.
to the complete removal of the difeafe. ;j
5. Where the effe of vegetable reme=
dies are too 1irritating, their ation is to ba}%
reprefled, as well as that of mercury, by
their junction with opiates. Hence we,
find in the details of favage pra&tice, thaﬁ
narcotics were frequently part of the com=
pofition of their prefcriptions; which, 1'
attended to, might have led fooner to the
liberal ufe of opium in the venereal difs
eafe. ' ‘1

CCCXXXIV., - £

One of the chief remedies attended to

by the Indians of North America is a {pe=
cies of Lobelia; and their manner of ufing

it is this: Three or four of the frefh roots
dried are boiled in decoction, and they are

not very nice in what kind of veflel 1t 1s

prepared. The patient begins to drink §
3 | thig
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this in the morning, and continues it as
this ufual beverage through the day, taking
to the quantity of at leaft a quart, and
being otherwife very abftemious. Its ef-
fects are generally to purge ; and when it
does this, the difeafe, they are of opinion,
lis fooner removed. It commonly cures in
Eight or ten days, and the fores are {prink-
led with the dry powder of the geum nivale
at the fame time. Where it does not feem
ito have had much effe@, they add to-the
idecotion fome of the ranunculus aborti-
'vus ; and much nicety 1s required in
.adapting the proportion of it to the quan-
itity of the decoftion, as it is liable, if
roverdofed, to produce inflammation of the
ftomach, &ec.

- The fuccefs of the Lifbon diet-drink is
well known. In Britain, however, it never
‘has had the fame fuccefs as in that coun-
try where it was originally prefcribed.
‘The climate has always been mentioned
\as in its favour; but even, independent
of this, the authenticity of the receipts
themfelves is very much to be queftion-

ed,
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ed, the fuccefs of the original inventof
leading every one to give out his being in
pofieflion of it.  From the beft authority,
the original receipt confifted folely of twﬁ}
articles, inftead of the long farrago com=-
monly given out for its compofition. Thefe
are the farfa and Macedonian parfley root,
Their proportions are {mall; and the?
chief fuccefs of the remedy is perhaps ow=
ing to the laft ‘ingredient, as the acrid
principle of the former is {o much invol=
ved in mucilage that it poflefes but weak
pOWers.
Befides thefe articles, the original prac=
tice of Hutten with the guaiac deferves our
attention. This fubftance is poffefled of
a very altive refin; and Mr Hunter men=
tions his having ufed it with fuccefs in the
cure of this difeafe. It feems, howe*ver;i
to want in fome degree that permanence
of effe@ which diftinguithes the a&ion of |
mercury. When it is employed, it is befk
done in the form of the gum, joined with

a proportion of opium to prevent diarrhoea,
while
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while it is alfo externally applied in the
form of pouitice.

B 60/69 81874

WE next proceed to confider the reme-
dies of the mineral clafs; the aQtion of
which being more powerful than the for-
mer, requires rather, by different com-
| binations, to be reprefled, both from its
violence on the ftomach itfelf, and alfo
on the circulation at large. This aéion,
too, being unaffeéted by the powers of the
ftomach, and not requiring any favour-
able ftate of the organ to fecond its effect,
does not need the fame reftriction in diet
formerly enjoined as neceflary to the fuc-
cefs of the vegetable remedies.

CCCXXXVI

THE mineral which has {uperfeded all
others with the prefent view, being term-
ed the Specific for this difeafe, is mercury.
It was condemned by the ancient phyfi-
cians, and particularly by Galen, whofe
authority for long prevented its introduc-

tion
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tion into medicine. The Arabians were |
the firft who ventured to employ it; but, |
from regard to the opinion of the ancients,

they ufed it only for external purpofes in
thofe difeafes of the {kin which were the-f.f*i
offspring of their own climate. On th&i-
appearance of the venereal difeafe, f[‘ﬂllﬂti
the ulcerations of its conftitutional ftage,
they were foon led by analogy to its ap~
plication hére; and in ufing it, as Galen
had confidered it as a poifon of a cold na=-
ture, every means of removing this by its
junction with the different warm acrid fub-i;
{tances in ointment was attempted. Hence
the variety of receipts we find; and hence
alfo the deftruétive effe@s which the earl
pratice with it, from their ignorance of
its nature, produced.

CCCRXX Vil

Many theories have been formed to ex=
plain the action of mercury; and to efta=
blith it on the ‘principles delivered, it 1s
neceflary we fhould examine the different |
opinions advanced, and afterwards point
out |
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out the reafons of this preference it has
defervedly attained in the cure of lues.

CCCXXXVIII.

Tue principal theories on this {ubjeét
- may be referred to two heads; either
thofe which aferibed the fuccefs of its ac-
tion to the evacuations it produces, or
to certain fpecific or antidotal powers T 1
poffefles explainable on chemical prm-

ciples.

CCCXXXIX.
. Tut reafons urged in fupport of the
former of thefe opinions are,

1. That in proportion to the quantity
- of falivation the venereal {ymptoms appear
€0 remaut.

2. That the ftimulant preparations
which produce fuch evacuations are the
moft fuccefsful. And,

3. That the lues is cured by other ﬁlb-
ftances befides mercury excumg fuch eva«
cuations.

Zi CCCXL,
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CLOSL

Bur, in oppofition to thefe different ar-
guments, it may be obferved,

1. That the venereal difeafe often refifis
- the moft profufe falivation; and is often

cured alfo without falivation, or any fen=

fible difcharge whatever.

2. Even the ftimulant preparations,

al{o, are not fuccefsful in thofe conftitu-
tions where they occafion immmediately
on their ufe fuch evacuations; and the
great improvement of modern pratice is
to prevent, from their exhibition, fuch
difcharges.

3. Thofe other remedies employed pof-
{efs another property befides evacuation ;
and though they cure, the common clafs
of evacuants will not; whichis a proof that
it is' not owing to their evacuating pro-
perty.

4. ‘A fiill fironger argument that offers
1s, that the venereal virus is attached only
to particular parts where its action is dif=
played. Hence the diminution of the

quantity

=
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quantity of fluids in the {yftem by the
differenc excretories can Have no effect on
thofe particular pares difeafed ; and 1t 1s
very happily obferved by one author; were
this the cale, a clap might even be weeped
away. |
CCCXLL

ANOTHER principal theory on the ope=
ration of mercury, is that which {uppofes
it to aé¢t by a diffolution of the fluids, or
peculiar {pecies of putrefaction; and the
proof of this they bring from the in-
ereafed difcharges which attend 1ts ufe:
In oppofition to it, however; we find, that
the blood poflefles; during a mercurial
~courfe, a greater quantity of gluten than
at any other time ; and that it is merely
the increafe of circulation to glands, which;

quickening the exeretion, occafions it, from

the fhorter peried of retention, to be thin=
ner, and to poflefs from the inflammation
excitéd in the gland a degree of acrimony;
for thinne{s and quantity of fecretion are
always the effet of irritation on glands.

Z 2 o e B




350 CONSTITUTIONAL DISEASE.

CCCXLII,

THE laft theory to be taken notice of, ig
that which fuppofes the mercury to a¢t
by a certain antidotal power in rendering
the virus inert; and is one of thofe relics of
chemical theory which appears very diflo-

nant to the reft of modern pathology. In:

fupport of this do&rine it is obferved,

that the mercury, in every cafe of its in-
troduction, pafles into the circulation; by

this means it reaches the difeafed parts,
and, by its combination with the venereal
virus inherent there, it reduces it to an
inert ftate, .fimilar to what happens :in
chemiftry on the juncion of an acid and
an alkali, by which a neutral 1s produced.
The arguments adduced in {upport of this
opinion are,

1. The analogy between the venereal
virus and other bodies in chemiflry ;

which, however active, are by fuch com-~

binations reduced to a mild ftate. And,
2. The fuccefs of the topical application

af-
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of mercury in curing venereal ulcers, which
thows an immediate action on the part.

CCCXLIII.

BuT that thefe arguments, however {pe-
cious, are merely hypothetcal, may be
concluded for the following reafons.

1. We obferve, that there is a great
difference between bodies {fubjeéted to the

- operations of chemiftry, and thofe which
are introduced into the human body and
influenced by the laws of the ceconomy.

_Hence we contend, that there are no re-
medies, the action of which, in a primary
manner, affe@s the fluids ; or, if affe@ed,
it is only in confequence of their aétion
on the primary parts, or folids, that they
vemove difeafe, where the caufe of it has
once fully entered the fyftem.

2. The topical application of mercury
does not always cure venereal ulcers; and
even when it does, that it depends on its
ftimulant powers we prove, becaufe in
many cafes even of primary chancre where
it fails, we are obliged to have recourfe to

43 other
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other minerals of a2 more ﬁimulan; nature,
as grugo @ris, &c.

3. The internal ufe of mercury will not i
even prevent the effeét of the virus, when i
abforbed, till the form of the difeafe orits
topical effe@s aGually take place. 5

4. The quantity of mercury thould be
the only circumitance neceflary to the
cure on the chemical theory; but we find
particular preparations, even where the
quantity is leaft, have a greater influence
in curing the difeafe than others. And, |

5. If the mercury aéts on the fluids, or
the virus inherent there, its application to
the penis fthould, as a preventative, pre-
vent actual infection, which is not the
cafe; and here it can come more eafily in

contaét with the virus thap when exifting
in the fluids.

R B i ey -
E

CCCXLIV.

From thefe arguments, then, we natu- |
rally infer, that it is not any {pecific
powers in the remedies which cure the !
Jues; it is the effeéts of the fyftem itfelf,

fimilar |
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fimilar to what occurs in fmall-pox and
the other exanthemata 3 and the effect of
mercury is merely raifing the {yftem to
that degree, or bringing into action cer-
tain peculiar laws of the ceconomy, by the
continued exercife of which, for a certain
time, the feparation of the difeafe, or the
removal of the noxious caufe, takes place.
And, to confirm this doérine, we fhall
confider it in two points of view.

1. In the ftate in which its action is ex-
erted. And,

2. Inits apparent effe@s on the body.

COOXEN,

MosT metallic fubftances, in order to
their action as medicines, require to un-
dergo certain changes to give them a&ivi~
ty. No fubftance has ever perhaps re-
ceived greater changes for this purpofe
than mercury; for, from the obfervations
and experiments of Dr Saunders, it appears,
that it never a&s in its crude ftate; but
thar, even where a fimple trituration takes
place for the fole purpofe of divifion, a

Z 4 change
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change in {fome porrion fimilar to that ins
duced by calcination is effeéted. It is only
this portion that ats, he contends, on its
introduction into the body: And from
this view, then, mercury, in its various
forms as medicine, can only exift in a cal-
cined or faline ftate; the former, as per-
formed by fimple triture when it is partial,
or expofure to heat and air in the com-
mon chemical procefs; the latter, as dif-
folved by various acids, or again precipi-
tated from them by different alkalis. In
all thefe ftates mercury 1s diftinguifhed
more or lefs by its acrimony proving in
the body an extraneous irritation to the
animal fibre, the juftice of which 15 dif-
played by its effeéls.

CCCXLVI,

Tue effe@s of mercury introduced into

the {yftem are, |
1. A quickened ftate of pulfe; and, du-
ring a mercurial courfe, we {feldom find it
under go. Nay, it is exprefsly recom-
mended by Sir William Fordyce, that
mercury

o il
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mercury thould be given fo as to produce
2 hardnefs,. fulnefs, and frequency of
pulfe, or that which marks the inflamma-
tory diathefis ; and wherever, therefore,
under the ufe of mercury, the pulfe is
quick, foft, and weak, as is often found
in {crophulous conftitutions, particularly
where the mercury has been pufhed far,
the propet mercurial fever 1s not induced,
and the remedy will not be {uccefsful.

2. An increafe of the feveral excretions,
though the particular ones depend on the
manner of its exhibition. '

3. A buff-coat is obfervable. on the
blood during its ufe, fimilar to what occurs
under that of other ftimulants. - And,

4. Its effeCts in the cure of lues appear
often in proportion to its ftimulant powers.
‘Thus, half a grain of corrofive {fublimate
will frequently have more fuccefs than an
ounce or two introduced by un&ion. |

CCCXLVII,

WHATEVER peculiarity, then, there
may be in the adtion of mercury, we find
A
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a ftate of general irritation produced by

it, which is conne&ed with and eflential

to the cure. This is difplayed alfo by the
difeafed parts themfelves acquiring an in-
creafed vafcular appearance; and, pro-
ceeding on this principle, the circumf{tan-
ces requiring attention for the fuccefs of
our practice are,

1. 'To prevent this tendency rifing to

a@tual inflammation. And, |

2. To continue 1t no longer than till the
decay of the difeafe 1s accomplifhed.

Experience has daily thown the necef-
fity for attention to the firft of thefe; and
hence has arifen the variety of modes of
practice fince the introduction of mercury
into ufe. P

CCCXLVIIL

Tue peculiarity in the action of mer~
cury, we may remark, depends folely on
its power of penetrating, and at the {fame
time the permanence of its action. By
the firft of thefe it is more eafily than any
other fubftance determined to thofe mi-
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nute parts which form the feat of the dif-
eafe, while the operation of thofe other
{ubftances employed in the cure of this
malady is confined principally to the fto-
mach, being therefore lefs extenfive. Its
permanence, again, is fufliciently afcer-
tained by what 1s obfervable every day in
practice ; for the mercurial habit is found
~ to prevail for months after the difconti-
nuance of the courfe.

CCCXLIX.

Frowm this diftinguifhing chara&eriftic
of mercury, its power of penetrating, as
every part of the body where a lympha-
tic ftruclure prevails is capable of giving
entrance to its particles, the feveral ways
in which its reception into the fyftem is
effected, as practifed at different periods,
with their relative advantages, merit con-
fideration. Thefe are either by its appli-
f.‘:atiﬂﬂ: to a porous furface, a fecreting, or
organic,

CCCL.
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CCCL.

Tuc firlt of thefe has been the moft

generally employed, termed the Way by
Frittions ; and, in order to facilitate its
introduction, certain preparatory fteps,

confifting in rendering the fkin as freely
perfpirable as poflible, and relaxed, have
been recommended. In this way the fto-

mach is not affe@ed, and the ftate of health
in that organ thus preferved. But from
its inconvenience in the application, the
patient himfelf generally foon tiring, and
the delicacy or irritability of furface after-
wards induced by it, rendering it eafily

{ufceptible of impreflions from changes
of atmofphere, it begins now to be laid

afide; and the parts preferred for its
application are generally the extremities,

particularly the infide of the thigh or leg. -

It is to be carefully rubbed in by the hand
of the patient, or an affiftant, whofe hands,
to prevent abforption, are covered with
leather; and, if left to choice, it {hould be
done in the morning, as the abforbents

| then
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then are in a more aélive ftate. = The {ur-
face to which it is applied fhould be re-
gularly changed, as the abforbents {feem to
tire, or carefully cleaned, before a fecond
application ; and it is more diflicult to
introduce the fame quantity as at firft on
a fecond or third repetition.

CCCLL

THE next method of its application, or
its introduction by a fecreting furface, 1s
lefs common, and of very late'difcovery.
It was firft recommended by Mr Clare of
London; and Mr Cruikfhank has very
ably fupported the propriety of his idea.
The fituation chofen for its application is
the infide of the lips and cheek, and the
furface of the gums; and this fituation is
perhaps better adapted for the ‘external
introduction of mercury than any othee '
in the body,

1. Becaufe the faliva appears, from the
experiments of Mr Plenck, the beft folvent
~ of mercury next to mucus. And,

2, Becaufe the ablorbents here, from the
conftant
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conftant irritation of the falivary fluid,
poflefs a highly active ftate.

The advantages of this method are, that
the primz viz arenot affeted by the mer-
cury, which, in irritable habits, occafions
the moft uneafy {ymptoms; and where
even fome part of it gets into the fto=
mach, its application is fo gradual, and
its previous folution fo complete, as to
hinder its hurtful effeéts. Its introducion
into the fyftem is alfo much more expedi=
tious in this way, and the inconveniences
which attend the ufe of friCions are en=
tirely avoided. Mr Cruikfhank has thrown
out a comjecture, though we cannot per~
ceive with what juftice the remark is made,
that the affe@ion of the mouth is at all
times a chief circumftance requifite for the
cure; that the quantity of mercury pre=
fent in the fyftem 1is a matter of httle
importance ; and that there is a kind of
connection between the ftate of the fali-
vary glands and the venereal irritation; 1n
confequence of which the inflaming of
thefe glands to a certain degree, and for a

4 certain |
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gertain period, is fufficient to cure the
difeafe. Ingenious, however, as this idea
is, we are forry to fay it is merely hypo-
thetical; and were it the cafe, the {upe-
riority of the prefent mode of introduc-
tion would be incontrovertible. But from
the theory of the difeafe we have hi-
therto enceavoured to fupport, a very op-
pofite opinion comes to be formed; and
the introduction of mercury into the {y-
Atem at large, independent: of its effect
here, is found alfo requifite. Nay, the
venereal {ymptoms often do not abate
under a proper falivation, which fhows a
{ufficient irritation of thefe glands: and 1t
is the activity of the mercury in the general
habit, not fimply here, on which we are
to depend ; for even, at times, the difeafe
1s cured without any aftection of this part.
The {uccefs, however, of its introduction
here will much depend,

1. On the minute divifion of the par-

ticles of mercury in the preparation em-

ployed; which, at the fame time, muft
not be too ftimulant from the fenfibility
of

S S
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of the furface to which it is applied, |

And,

2. On the complete folution it under=
goes in the faliva tacilitating its abforp- |

tion. ,
This laft circumflance requires much
attention on the part of the patient;
for unlefs time is allowed for its com-
plete {olution, and its abforption aflifted
by the friction of the parts, it cannot be
fuppofed to fucceed fo guickly as where
thefe rules are obferved. A comparifon
has been made by Mr Cruikfhank between
the activity of mercury introduced in this
way and that by frictions from the exter-

nal furface ; and he finds three grains of

the preparation here 1s equal in 1ts effects

to no lefs than 45 of the ointment.- The
preparations preferred for it are the calo-
mel, or mercurius cinereus ; and in ufing

them, a fingle grain fhould be employed

at once, and repeated three or four times,
that a more gradual abforption of it may
take place than where the dofe is admini-

fired at once.
4 CCCLIL.
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CCCLIL

Tue laft method of the introduion of
mercury into the {yftem, which we have
termed its Application to an Organic Sur-
face, is now the moft generally practifed :
and that we properly made a diftinction
berween it and the former methed 1is
afcertained by this, that the ftomach pof-
fefles a peculiar action on all bodies; and
~we find, that it even refifts the effe@s of
the venereal virus itfelf. Hence we con-
clude, that it muft have an effe& on the
ftate of the mercury introduced, though
we cannot cafily dete@ it. ‘This method,
however, poflefles a number of advantages
over the others, though it appears rather
Mlower in its operation than the fecond:
It admits alfo the ufe of the more a@ive

preparations, which the other furfaces can-

not fafely bear; and it prevents alfo, where
properly employed, which is of material
confequence, the dete&tion of the difeafe.
The firft introduction of mercury into
practice in this way was in the fimple ftace

A a of
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of trituration under the name of Barba=
rofla’s Pills; a preparation ftill retained.
But chemiftry then coming into vogue,
foon ' fupplied a number of other more
active forms of the mineral for its inter-
nal exhibition. To none are we more in-
debted for the firft attempts in this way
than the noted Paracelfus, who may be
confidered here in fome meafure as the
founder of the chemical fe@, and by a
happy boldnefs in his praice -rendered
the ufe of mercury more general than be-~
fore his time. Succeeding empirics have
taken advantage of this circumftance which
chemiftry afforded, in concealing it under -
~ different names, and making it pafs for a
new medicine. 1t was the bad effe&ts
which arofe from the pradtice of thefe
empiri'cs with their chemical preparations
that raifed a prejudice in every cafe againft
the application of mercury; which ftill
fubfifts fo ftrongly as to occafion its ex-
pulfion from practice by public edi@® in
many parts of ltaly, and renders with us
every attempt that pretends to the cure of
this
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this difeafe without the aﬁ‘iftanr_:e of mer-
cury fuccefsful.

CCCLIIL

WEe have thus confidered the different
ways in which mercury 1s introduced 1n-
to the fyftem, and it will be proper next
to hazard a few remarks on the ftate in
which 1t exifts when introduced. Many
difputes prevail on this fubject; and whe-
ther remaining atually in the fame form
‘in which it enters, or receiving a peculiar
faline ftate, the effe@ of folution from its
combination with the gaftric and other
parts of the animal fluids, is a matter of
fome difficulty to determine.

Falts are brought equally on both fides;
but that it receives a change in its form,
though not of its nature, as mercury, we
have reafon to believe from the following
facts. 3

1. Mercury is tafted in the different
fluids, particularly thofe fubje@ed from
their fituation to the organ of rafte.

Aaz 2. Gold
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2. Gold has been tinged by the faliva
of a perfon under its ufe,

3. The faline preparations, where it is
already in a ftate of folution, are the moft
aclive. . |

4. Thofe preparations diftinguifhed by
a minutenefs of particles, without any fa- |
line form, by favouring {olubility, are in
their acion next to the faline. And,

5. Some experiments would feem to
fhow, that the faline preparations are
merely deprived of their acid, and that no
farther change takes place.

CCCLI1V.

Hence we conclude, that mercury re-
ceives a ftate of folution in the animal
fluids without any farther alteration; that

fome of them, as the gaftric fluids and fa- kS |

liva, are more capable of producing this fo-
lution than the others. Thus the form of
mercury comes indeed to be changed, tho’
the principle on which its aQion depends
1s preferved; and its diftinguithing cha-
racteriftic, therefore, we contend, to be a |

ftimulus
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ftimulus of a penetrating and at the famg
time permanent nature.

CCCLV.

Wz have thus examined the different
‘methods of introducing mercury into the
{yftem ; and are next led to difcover the
different views which authors have had in
this introduéion, or the various modes of
practice with mercury in conducting the
cure of lues from its firft appearance in
Europe to the prefent period.

CCCLVI.

TuE ufe, then, of this mineral began,
as formerly obferved, from the external
furface: chemiftry had not then afforded
any preparation fit for internal ufe; and -
the method of applying it was equally
coarfe with the grofs ftate in which the me-
dicine was then ufed. As we are inform-
ed by Boerhaave in the colleGtion of an-
cient authors, publifhed under the title of
Aphrodifiacus, the patient was rubbed
from head to foot; and that with fuch a

Aaj quantity
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quantity of the ointment, that had it been
active, and the fritions with it properly
condutted, as in more modern times, it
muft have infallibly killed him. At any
‘rate, its efle@ts were fo confiderable as to
induce the moft profufe difcharges ; and
under thefe the patient often {unk, or his
confitution became after them fo impair-
ed, as to drag out a wretched exiftence,
the vi&im of his phyfician’s ignorance.
It was 1n this ftate of practice that Hutten
firlt introduced the guaiac; and the tor-
ments attending the ufe of mercury gave
it {fuch a preferenge, as to plead every ex-
cufe for the exaggerated accounts of its
fuccefs which have furprifed {o much the
authors of the prefent day. As the belt
proof, however, of the truth of its pre-
carious operation, we find the practice with
mercury {till continued ; and experience,
at leaft, led them to a more moderate ap-
plication of it' than the firft praclitioners
imagined neceflary to its fuccefs.

CCCLVIL
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CCCLVIL

Tuis improvementon the original prac-
tice we term the Method by Salivation
and the manner of condu@ing it among
the French, by whom it has been moft ge-
nerally followed, was this: The patient
was prepared for undergoing it by pre-
vious venefe&ion, and an evacuation of
the inteftines, the fkin being rendered at
the fame time freely perfpirable by the
afe of the warm-bath. The frictions were
then begun, a fet of linen being provided
for the purpofe; and firft made on the
legs, from 3ii. to 3fs. of the liniment being
confumed at a time.  After a day’s inter-
miffion, during which they frequently
purged the patient, the {fame practice was
renewed to the thighs, fhifting the linen
:mbued with the medicine to thefe feveral
parts. From the thighs they proceeded 1n
courfe to the fuperior extremities, and gra-
dually occupied every part of the furface,
except the head and breaft. A copious
falivary difcharge foon came on; and as’

Aag this
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this they reckoned neceflary to the cure,
the rules for condu&ing it were, That it
{hould not exceed four or fix pounds a-day,
and that the patient fhould lie upon one
fide to promote its evacuation. During
this courfe, which generally lafted from

fix weeks to two months, or at leaft a

fortnight, after the difappearance of the
venereal {ymptoms, the patient was to be
kept on a low regimen, and the room
heated to at leaft 60 degrees. When fi-
nithed, a gradual return to the external
air was only permitted ; and the ufe of the
warm bath and fudorifics for fome time
ftritly continued.

CCCLVIIL

THE inconveniences of this mode of
practice were {o apparent as to render it
foon laid afide, and it {feemed but a very
coarfe refinement on the practice of the
firft authors. In its place a new method
was recommended, though it did net be-
come very general, and was adopted only
by a few practitioners; this was the prac-

tice

—
s il ek
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tice by fumigation. It confifted in cover-
ing the patient completely, except his
head, and expofing him naked to the
burning fumes of cinnabar, or mercury
combined with turpentine, and the addi-
tion .of other perfumes. - He was then re=-
moved to his bed, and kept warm; {o that
a molt profufe perfpiration came to be
induced, which reduced him to the fame
ftate of weaknefs as the practice of faliva-
tion, while at the fame time it failed often
of effeding a cure. It is at prefent ftill
employed topically for the removal of cer-
tain local effe@s which refilt the ufual
methods of treatment. Some years ago,
an attempt was made to revive it in France
in an improved way, {o that the danger
of the former method might be avoided. .
This was by preparing the mercury in fuch
a manner that nothing extraneous might
appear in its compofition; and of courfe
the danger of fumes impregnated with
arfenical and other effluvia, with which
the mineral in its crude ftate in which
it was formerly ufed abounded, might be

2 thunned.
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{hunned. But though deferving appro=
bation, it by no means became general ;
and its merit refted folely with the author
Dr Lonette, as it was found no way {upe- |
rior to the other methods, and inconve-
nient in the application.

CCCLIX.

InsTEAD, therefore, of this practice,
which was often attended with danger,
as many venereal {fymptoms were obfer-

ved to refift the ufe of fritions inducing =
falivation, fome practitioners began to be

of opinion, that the difcharge was not
neceflary to the cure; and, of courfe, that
if employed {0 as not to occafion it, the
application of the remedy might be ftill
fuccefsful. This opinion was firft enter-
tained by the Montpelier phyficians; and
is termed the Method by Extin&tion, pro-
ceeding on the principle of mercury fpeci-
fically eradicating the difeafe. The man-
ner of conduéing it, is by a gentle courfe
of frictions, fo as to produce no fenfible

operation; the intervals between the rub-
bings
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bings being confiderable, and determined
with regard to their frequency folely by
the ftate of conftitution or irritability of
the patient; and by this method the dif-
eafe is generally removed in between 18
and 25 days, the ufual term by which 1n
the common way falivation takes place.
Nor in this cafe is the ufual preparation, as
employed before attempting {alivation, ne-
ceflary, nor is the health of the patient
impaired by the great difcharges which
the former method occafions. Obferva-
tion naturally led to this mode of practice;
for i1t was remarked, that the venereal
{ymptoms begin to difappear under the
ufe of mercury before falivation is indu-
ced. Obftinate cafes, alfo, which have re-
fifted falivation, generally yield to mer-
cury in {mall quantities, given {o as not to
excite any difcharge; and the beft praéi-
tioners have always found it advifable, in
delicate conftitutions, or in thofe who pof=
{fefs a fcrophulous or {corbutic taint, to
purfue the fame plan. If, therefore, cu-
ring in thefe cafes, it was contended, why

~ fhould
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fhould itbe employed nthermfe in ftronger
conftitutions ?

CCCLX.

BuT fome phyficians were of opinion,
that by this method a fufficient quantity
of mercury was not introduced into the
fyftem; and as they judged alfo a certain
quantity of difcharge ftill neceffary to the
cure, and wifthed to avoid the inconve-
niences of falivation, another mechod was
attempted, which we have ftyled the Me-
thod by Derivation, It was firft propofed
by Dr Default, a French phyfician; and it
confifted in preventing the irritation of
the falivary glands, by keeping up a con-
{tant difcharge from the inteftines, The
patient was prepared, as in the former
method, by the warm bath, and every
means of relaxing the fkin; the virus be-
ing entangled, according to his opinion,
in the watery fluids, and the relaxzation,
therefore, of the body being neceflary to
admit more readily their difcharge. He

then began by gentle laxatives to produce
an
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an irritability of the inteftines; after which
the friQions were adminiitered in the {ame
number, and even in greater quantity,
than where a falivation is excited: but
attention was here paid that a diarrhcea
fhould be kept up in proportion to the
quantity of mercury introduced; and if
- not coming on {pontaneouily by the for-
mer preparation, repeated dofes of jalap
were employed to effe@ it. The reafons
urged in favour of this practice were,

1. That you can thus fecure the patient
from thofe uneafy and often dangerous
{ymptoms that attend falivation; the in-
flammation of thefe parts from this gaufe
- often proving fatal.

2. Pain 1s thus avoided, by the cure be-
ing much quicker than by the method of
falivation, and the patient is allowed the
proper ufe of thofe parts on which fufte-
nance depends.

3. A habitual {alivation is thus preven-
ted, which is frequently induced by a mer-
curial courfe on the old plan.

In objection, however, to this method,

it
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* 1t muft be remarked, that from the very

nature of the difeafe, the retention of the
mercury, or the keeping up that ftate of
body which mercury produces, is necef-
fary to the cure. Wherever, therefore,
mercury 1s forced off in this way as foon
as entering the fyftem, either fo much
muft remain behind as is neceffary to pro-
duce this ftate, or no cure will take place;
and if there remain fo much, there is no
occafion to carry it farther to produce any
evacuation.

CCCLXL

THESE, then, are the different modes of
practice founded on the introdution of
mercury from a porous or external fur-
face. The moft preferable of them is that
by extinction; and it 1s ftill in ufe among
modern practitioners, being recommended
fo lately as even by the authority of Dr
Cullen. It prevails very much at Mont-
pelier; where they have made an addition

to 1t, by enjoining the ufe of the warm

bath for 20 or 30 times before the appli-
A | cation

.ri-
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cation of the mercury, without increafing
the quantity they ufually employed by
this method ; and by this preparation they
confider the fuccefs of the remedy as
- greater. In that climate, indeed, it is lefs
liable to be hurtful.

CCCLXIL

Tue laft mode of praélice, where the
~ mercury is moft commonly introduced
from a fecreting or organic {urface inftead
of an external, may be termed, according
to the theory propofed, the Practice by
Irrication. But, before confidering 1t, it
will be proper to examine the means of
fulfilling the third general indication in
- the cure of lues; which 1s, to obviate thofe
{ymptoms that arife during the perform-
- ance of the former, either from the irrita-
bility of habit, or the nature of the reme-
dies employed; and as this is effected
chiefly by different ways of combining
mercury, the different compofitions of
authors to anfwer thefe purpofes merit

attention,
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~attention, which are moft eafily learned
by the formation of a table.

CCCLXIII,
TABLE OF MERCURY.

EvERyY table of this kind may, with a
view to practice, be properly divided into
two parts, a Chemical and Medical; the
former, arranging the {ubjeét according to
the various changes, or, as we call them,
preparations, it may undergo; the latter,
marking the various combinations that
may be made to modify or influence the
action of its chemical ftate in the human
body.

. 'CHREMIC L L%

Mercury in its native form,
Hydrargyrus Purificatus, L. E.
Is abfolutely inert, and becomes ative only in a mis
nutely divided, a calcined, or a faline ftate.

1. It is minutely divided by,
a By agitation, as in Boerhaave’s Experiments.
b By

* Forthe arrangement of the Chemical part the author is indebted te
Dr Gullen.
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a By diminithing {enfibility: as
In its junction with Sedatives, particularly -

Opium and Camphor; the forms of which
are,

Pil. ¢ Mercur. Calcinat. Anodyn.
Mifaubin.

Camphorat. cum Turpeth. Mineral.
Ung. Camphorat. Defpatureaux.

b By diredlly obviating irritability; as
In its ufle alung with Tonics or Eflential Qils.

¢ By reducing the Mercury to a more inert ftate,

1. By its combination with other minerals; as

in the
Mercury divided by Sulphur and crude Antimony,
(vide Chemical part.) -

'The preferiptions of which are,
Pulvis Athiopicus,
Antilyflus Sinenfis,
ZEthiops Antimonialis,
Bolus Cinnabarinus.

2. By altering the quantity of particular ingre-
dients, giving it a Saline form, and thus di-
minifhing the activity of its Saline {tate: as

In the preparatiops from the '

-Calomel ; which are

Pil. Plummeri,
Panacea Mercuril,
L From,
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From the Nitrated Mercury Calcined.
The milder forms of which are,
Mercurius Cnfall_inus, ,
Pulvis Principis,
Panacea Mercurii Rubra.

N. B. Tt is not intended in this table to give all the
forms of Mercurial Prefcriptions employed, but only to
note fo many of the common preparations as may illu-
ftrate the arrangement chofen,

CCCLXIV.

Ix this manner we endeavour to arrange
the different preparations of mercury with
a medical view; and before leaving the
{ubjed, it will be proper to examine {ome
of the pringcipal of them which have been .
employed 1n the cure of this difeafe.

CCCLXYV,

THE common preparation of the blue
pill has been, and ftill continues to be,
very generally employed. 1t was the fir(t
form of the remedy for internal ufe; and
in its compofition at that period, two cir-
cumftances were attended to which are
now entirely difcarded.

Bbg R
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1. To combine it with cathartics, by
which the virus corrected by the mercury
might be expelled from the body. And,

2. With nervines, by which the mercury
itfelf might not injure the conftitution.

In this preparation, however, from the
experiments of Dr Saundn_i*rs already men-
tioned, as part only of the mineral is in an
active ftate, the quantity introduced into
the fyftem cannot be depended on.

Mr Plenck’s preparations may be con-
fidered as a very good improvement on
the former, both as the mercury is pre-
vioully rubbed with a .gritty fubftance
{the gum Arabic in its dryform), by
which more of it will pafs into an a&ive
fiate, and alfo as it is exhibited in a more
foluble form; but it unluckily frequently
feparates in the ftomach, and the greater
part of it then pafles off by ftool.

The fame may be faid of the mercurius
faccharatus and alkalifatus; and the other
methods of triturating it with conferves,
the efficacy of which proceeds on the fame
principle with thofe of Mr Plenck. |
‘ ; ~ The
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The different combinations of mercury
with other minerals are feldom ufed for
the cure of venereal complaints at prefent.
When employed, it is chiefly in cutaneous
difeafes, from their fuppoled conneclion .
at times with this fpecific caufe; and as
this combination gives the mercury a na-
tural determination to the furface, an in-
dication always pointed at in fuch affec-
tions, at the time of Paracel{us the prepa-
rations of this kind received from him and
his followers the particular appellation of
Diaphoretic.

The mercurius calcinatus is a prepara-
tion thatghas been remarked to poflefs a
great deal of acrimony, and is very apt
to affe& the bowels. At prefent, it 1s in
great repute in London, and confider-
ed as one of the moft fuccefsful. One
grain 1s generally reckoned a fuflicient
dofe; though, even when given in the
{malleft quantity, from 1its tendency to
affect the bowels, it requires to be guarded

with opium. It is this preparation which
formed the bafis of Mifaubin’s pill.

CCCLXVL
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CCCLXVI.

Turs, then, is all we have to remark
on the firft divifion of the chemical part
of our Table; and we come next to enter
upon the more a&ive preparations which
form 1ts fecond part, or thofe of a faline
nature. For long after the appearance of
the venereal difeafe in Eurnpe, there were
only three methods of treating it. The
firft was by frictions; the fecond, by
guaiac decoctions; and the third, by fu-
migations with cinnabar. Of thefe, how-
ever, the moft general was by friGtions;
till chemiftry coming into repute, fuch a
rage for alteration took place, that none
but faline preparations came to be em-
ployed ; and by this form the mineral
was fuppofed to have its virtues increafed,
or to be deprived of its fuppofed noxious
qualities. From the effec, however, of
thefe preparations, or rather the ignorance
of phyficians in their proper applica-
tion, they have now come to be difcard-

ed, except a very few; the principal of
which
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which is the corrofive fublimate, form-
ing at prefent the bafis of many quack
remedies ' in great repute. It was firt
propofed by Dr Herman of Leyden to
be ufed in the cure of gonorrheea. His
dofe was gr. ii. formed into a pill with
liquorice; and he remarks, which was in-
deed neceflary from the largenefs of the
dofe, that its ufe thould be confined to
robuft conftitutions. Before his time,
however, it had begun to be employed in
London for the fame complaint by an
empiric, as we are informed by Dr Turner,
who gave it diffolved in fpirit of wine,
And his method was, to diffolve 3i. of the
preparation in 3i. of {pirit; and of this
folution he gave his patient 10, 12, or 15
drops, in a quantity of barley-water, or
any light decodion, fo that his patient
had but one-fifth of a grain for a dofe;
a practice much more judicious than Dr
Herman’s.  Dr’ Boerhaave next recom-
mended this preparation ; and, in his
Chemilftry, obferved upon it, that gr. i,
diffolved in 3i. of any diftilled water,

3 . proved
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proved an excellent cofmetic’; 3i. of which
folution, taken twice or thrice a-day, and
foftened with {yrup of violets, would do
wonders in the removal of many incurable
maladies ; and by this praflice % gr.
made the ufual dofe every day. But this
remedy, fo ftrongly recommended by
Boerhaave, was firft brought into regular
practice by his difciple Van Swieten, and
its {uccefs eftablifhed 1n the Lock Hofpital
at Vienna, by his recommendation of it
to Dr Locher phyfician to this charity, who
has publifhed fome very excellent prac-
tical obfervations on its ufe. It was next
carried to France: but its fuccefs there was
not equal to what happened at Vienna;
and the French, indeed, have never been
fond of employing this preparation. In
Britain, the firlt introduéion of it into
pradice was owing to the late Sir John
Pringle. It was by him recommended to
the notice of the army furgeons, and ac--
counts of its fucéefs publifhed in the Me-
" dical Tranfactions ; from which it appears

a medicine of very qm-::k operation in the
removal
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removal of venereal fymptoms, being
therefore well adapted to military prac-
tice. The method of exhibiting it recom-
mended by Van Swieten was fimply this:
Twelve grains of the preparation were by
him put into a mattrafs with two pounds
of ptyfan, {ubmitting it to a gentle hear,
and frequently fhaking it, till the prepa-
ration came to be diffolved. Of this a
table-fpoonful was to be taken every morn=
“ing fafting for 2§ or 3o days; {o thatone
grain came to be daily ufed ; at the end
of which period a cure was generally ef-
fected. But to this method of Van Swie-
ten {fome objections may be made.

1. The dittufion of it, in fuch a quan-
tity of watery fluid, does not allow itg
ftay in the {yftem to be fufficiently per-
manent. Hence we find the excretions of
{weat and urine moft frequently produced
by it. BT

2. From its {trong ftimulant powers, it
poflefles always a tendency to a@ in this
way ; which fhould rather, by the form
of its exhibition, be reprefled. Some au-

3 thors
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thors therefore have very properly re-
commended, though it feems merely with
the view of leflening its irritation on the
prima vie, its ufe in a folid form. On
this principle it was employed by Mr
Petit of Paris in the form of pills, giving
to the quantity of half a grain a-day. In
the fame form Dr Gairdner of Edinburgh
has likewife ufed it, finding thofe incon-
veniences avoided which attend its opera-
tion in a diffufed ftate. It was from the
original manner then of ufing this prepa-
ration that phyficians remarked it feldom
effeted a complete cure, except in recent
and {light cafes, from wanting that per-
manence of action or durabihty of ftimu-
lns on which the {pecific fuccefs of mer-
cury in the extinflion of this difeafe de-
pends. Hence, in modern practice, they
{feldom truft to it alone; it being com-
mon to employ it either in the com-
mencement of the cure, from 1ts quick
abatement of venereal {ymptoms, its di-
ftinguithing chara@eriftic ; or when fric-

tions have been employed, fo that to-
wards
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wards the termination of the mercurial
courfe, the abforbents of the {urface tre
of taking up the neceflary quantity of the
remedy, it is given fufpended in fome of
the alterative decocions in fmall quantity
in order to complete the cure. It 1s this
~ preparation which forms the bafis, as we
obferved, of the Maredant’s drops in fo
much repute in London, of the rob. anti-
fiphilitique and vegetable {yrup of Velnot
in France; and wherever it is ufed in a
fluid form, a proportion of fal ammoniac
{hould be joined, which increafes the
quantity of it receiving f{olution.

But, befides the internal ufe of this pre-
paration, attempts have been made to in-
troduce it alfo from an external {yfface.
The firlt of thefe, termed the Lavemens
Mercurielles, was employed in France with
a view to luperfede the ufe of mercurial
frictions. It confifted in immerfing the
feet in a ftrong folution of corrofive, and
retaining them there for a confiderable
time, fo that a proportion of it might be
abforbed without affecting the prime viz.

But
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But the fuccefs of this pradtice, though
effetual in fome cafes, could not always
be depended on. A treatife has been alfo
publithed fome time ago by a profeflor at
Naples, recommending its introducion
by frictions. The fituation chofen for this
purpofe is the foles of the feet, the fkin
being there thickeft ; and he dire@s that
51. of the preparation be reduced to a very
fine powder, then mixed with 3i. of axunge,
which 1s to be triturated for the fpace of
12 hours, fo as to produce an intimate
union, 3ii. of which are to be rubbed in
each night; and he remarks, that in this
way he has found it cure the moft obfti-
nate cafes, which refifted every other re«

medy. |
The next faline preparation in repute 1s
calomel. It is much milder, in confe-
quence of the mode of its preparation,
than the corrofive; and while the latter
fhows a natural tendency to the fkin and
kidneys, it, on the contrary, always affects
the bowels. It is the preparation in moft
efteem at Edinburgh next to the blue pill;
but,
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It confifts of a folution of the red preci+
pitate, which gives it a bright purple co-
lour; and a few drops of this, taken in a
quantity of any diluent liquor, were ge-
nerally reckoned a fuflicient dofe.

Charas’s folution is a lefs adive medi-
cine than cither of the former; being the
common nitrous preparation diluted with
24 times 1ts wetght of watér. DBy this di-
lution a great part of the mercury preci-
pitates ; but its author obferves, that fo
much ftill remains, and in that highly
divided ftate, as to prove a ufeful medi~
cine.

The vegetable fyrup of Bellet was at
firft in great eteem in France, where more
quack preparations have appeared than
any where elfe ; but fince its compofition
has been guefﬁ:d at, likesmoft other me-
dicines of the kind, its infallibility has in a
great meafure vanithed. le confifts, accurd-
ing to Dr Swediauer, of nitrous mercury,
precipitated by fixed vegetable alkali, and
afterwards diffolved in v1tr10h.n.¢!‘her when

it is blended with fome agreeable fyrup
. - {o




CONSTITUTIONAL DiSEASE. 403

{o that, from its compofition, it muft pof-
fefs very a&ive powers, though we can-
not fpeak of the pradtice with it from ¢x-
perience.

In the unguentum citrinum, the a&i-
vity of the preparation is weakened by its
union with an oily matter blunting its
natural caunfticity. It forms a very power-
ful remedy in cafes of venereal eruptions,
where the difeafe unexpeétedly breaks out
from {fome remains in the habit, difcover-
ing itfelf only at one particular {pot; as an
. eruption’ of the furfuraceous kind about
the roots of the hair, &c. Butit is fel-
dom applied to common,venereal ulcera-
tions; and even when ufed in thefe erup-
tive cafes, it requires to be ftill farther
-weakened by the addition of more oily
matter than what ufually enters its com-

pofition. Thus Dr Cullen recommends:

it to be rubbed down with double its
quantity of hog’s lard.

- L L]
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CCCLXVIII,

THE next preparations, according to
our arrangement, are thofe with the vi-
triolic acid. ‘ :

The turpeth mineral was a medicine
formerly of much repute; but, from its
violent effects on the prima viz, it is now
feldom ufed, except where it is meant to
act as a mercurial emetic. Where it is
employed, it thould be in very {mall dofes;
and even then, its powers fhould be mode-
rated by the addition of opium. It is pre-
tended by fome authors to be more ef-
fetual than any ether preparation of mer-
cury in obftinate venereal eruptions of the
fkin.

CCCLXIX.

Tue {aline preparations. hitherto enu-
merated are thofe formed by folution in
the mineral acids. But pralitioners,

§ s ¥ .
withing to leflen the corrofive nature of

thefe preparations, which they afcribed to
the virulence of the acids forming them,

inftead
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inftead of the mineral, attempted to form
them by folution in acids of a weaker
kind; by which their cauftic effeéts might
be weakened, and their fuccels as mercu-
rials ftill preferved. On this principle a
number of preparations were compofed ;
the principal of which, deferving attention,
“are, Keyfer’s pill, and the terra fohata of
Dr Preflavin,

CCCLXX.

Tue Keyfer’s pill is formed by the fo-
lution of mercury in the acetous acid;
previous to which, to render its {olution
more complete, by freeing it of any extra-
neous matter, it undergoes repeated tritu-
rations, and is paffed through a watery
fluid: and after having finifhed the feveral
preparatory procefles, it is formed with
manna, or any other faccharine {fubftance,
into pills. Their introduétion into France
met at firft with confiderable oppofition.
An opportunity being given for their ad-
miniftration in the Bicetre by the furgeon
of that inftitution, they were not attended

Ccj with
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with that fuccefs which the accounts of
their inventor led practitioners to expect.
To judge, however, in an unprejudiced
manner of Keyfer’s pill, we may remark,

1. That it 1s a faline preparation; con-
{equently it mult poflefs the fame ativity
with any preparation of the mineral in
that {tate.

2. It 1s carefully freed from any extra-
neous martter before 1ts faline {tate 1s form-
gdii - Amdys

3. The acid with which it is combined
is of a weaker nature than moft others.

On thefe accounts it muft be a medi-
cine of confiderable efficacy; though the
enumeration of its advantages over fric-
tions, the common mecthod employed in
France, is by no means a juft way of de-
termining its real” merit, as all the other
internal preparations that do not act with

too much violence poflefs the fame advan- .

tages. 1t has feldom been ufed in this
country, as the procefs of preparing it
previaus to its folution is too tedious.

CCCLX XL,
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CCCLXXI.

Tue Terra Foliata, fo termed by Dr
Preflavin the inventor, proceeds on the
fame principle with the former, being a
combination of mercury with cream of
tartar. The views of the author in form-
ing this preparation were,

1. That it fthould poflefs the fame ad-
vantages with the other preparations with
the weaker acids, in being ufed with more
{afety than the flrong faline compofitions,
and being at the fame time fufliciently ac-
tive to effet a cure. And,

2. That the body giving it the faline
{tate thould pofiefs fironger powers of fo-
lubility than any other fimilar body of the
{fame ftrength, and thus that more real
mercury might enter into the compofition
of the preparation; the latter being on this
acceunt, according to common opinion,
more {uccefsful in the cure.

For thefe reafons it deferves to be per-
haps preferred to Keyfer’s pill; but the
difficulty of forming fuch preparations has

Ccy been
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been one great reafon that they have nev‘g ‘

come into general peaice; and their me-
rit, therefore, has commonly refted with
the original inventors; to whom the ftriteft
credit 1n their details of their fuccels is
not always due. |

EECTeCr

But before the folution of mercury
with the weaker acids took place, which
is of more modern difcovery, praitioners,
in order to diminifh the powers of the f{a-
line preparations, endeavoured to feparate
the mercuty from its combination, by
which part of 1ts virulence acquired in
{olution might be loft; and thus the pre-
cipitates came to be formed. Their man-
ner ot doing this, however, did not always
tend to leffen the activity of the prepara-
tion; hence they found by experience
that the greater part of them were unfit
for internal ufe. |

CCCLXXHLL
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next had to the afliftance alfo of heat, conw
fifting in a combination of the two for-
mer methods ; but by this fecond procefs
the mildnefs acquired by abftra&ion of
acid was counteracted by the degree of
calcination they received, {o that they were
experienced ftill very powerful.

From the want of fuccefs, therefore, to
render them milder in this way, inftead of
the alkalis, a trial was next made of ef-
fecting the fame end by their combi-
nation with compound fubftances; but
the fame expofure to heat being in the
greater number of inftances neceflary to
accomplith their union, the fame effect
was experienced to attend thefe compo-
fitions in their ftill retaining a very active
ftate. Hence the only method to render
faline preparations milder confifts in the
abftraétion of ‘the original acid as much
as poflible, without allowing any farther
procefs to take place,

CCCLXXI1V.
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CCCLXXIV.

As the ftrength of faline preparations
depends on the quantity of acid originally
entering their compofition, it would be a
matter of importance in each preparation
of this kind to afcertain its proportion to
the mercury, by which we may judge @
priori of its power as a medicine. Thus,
in the red precipitate, which is one of the
moft altive, we find that che proportion
of the acid is to mercury as five to one,
and in the turpeth mineral as four to one.
Hence, to form a general opinion of the
firength of mercurial preparations, we
obferve, that the common triturated ones
are but partially active, while the faline
and calcined are entirely {fo. Thus half
a grain of calcined mercury is equal to
nine or ten of the triturated ; half a orain
of the corrofive is equal to a whole grain
of the calcined; and three grains of ca-
lomel, from its fmall proportion of acid,
are not equal to one grain of the calcined.

CCCLXXV.
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CCCLXXV,

WEe have thus offeged a’' general fketch
of the different means of fulfilling the
third indication in the cure of lues.
One fymptom, however, has been fuppo-
fed in a fpecific manner to arife from the
action of mercury, which every author has
endeavoured to explain, though it ftill re-
mains a point involved in much difficulty.
This 1s the increafed difcharge of faliva
which has always a tendency to occur
under 1ts ufe.

CCCLXXVL

Tae laft and moft ingenious theory on
this head is that propofed by Mr Plenck.
He obferves, that mercury pofleiles a par-
ticular attra&ion for mucus and faliva,
and that its folution in thefe fluids more
readily takes place than in any other. The
parts about the throat are in a particular
manner difpofed to the fecretion of thefe
fluids ; and hence mercury prefent in the

fyftem is determined by a {pecific action to
this
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this ficuation. It a@s, however, he admits,
more efpecially upon the mucous glands ;
and the falivary are excited as well by their
{ympathy with and neighbourhood to the
former as by its attration for them.
Hence he conciudes, that an aflinity with
thefe fluids gives the mercury a {pecific
determination to this fource. But every
day’s experience proves the impropriety of
chemical theory, or the application of the
laws of that fcience to an animated body,
governed by peculiar laws, as a founda-
uion for its pathology.

CCCLXXVIL

To explain therefore the prefent {fymp~
tom, we obferve, that the action of mer.
cury is chiefly difplayed on the more mi-
nute veflels or lymphatic fy{tem. The
parts of this {yftem where its retention or
permanence of action is moft favoured are
the glands, from their complex ftrucure
and the particular mode of their circula-
lation. The neck and head, efpecially the
former, are the fituations where, of all

others
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others in the body, thefe glands are moft
numerous. They are likewife expofed

here; which 1s not the cafe fo much elfe-
where, to an additional irritation, befides
_ the ufe of the fpecific, the aétion of cold.
Hence, where the lymphatic {yftem is
affeéted to fuch a degree; as to produce
much irritation of thefe parts, for a cer-
tain degree is neceflary, though varying
in different conftitutions, they muft, fronx
their greater expofure to external caufes,
become fwelled and painful, affeGing
all the neighbouring parts. Hence; pre-
vious to falivation, all the parts about
the throat appear red and {welled; and;
An proof of the increafed action of the ab-
forbent {yftem, the teeth even begin to
vacillate in their fockets. The parts,
however, where the effe@s of this irrita-
tion moft evidently appear, are the glands
conveying an excretion ; which will be 1n-
creafed to a morbid degree as long as the
neighbouring lymphatic glands remain in
this morbid ftate.

2 . CCCLXXVIIL
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CCCLXXVIIIL

In fupport of this theory, we find,

1. That a fudden expofure to cold,
under the ufe of mercury, will at once
produce {alivation, where no previous
{ymptoms of it occurred.

2. That no other evacuation, without
carrying off' the mercury altogether on
its firlt entrance into the fyftem, before
its acion is exerted; will prevent faliva-
tion.

3. Salivation fooner enfues when the
mercury is introduced direcly from the
external furface into the lymphatic {y-
{tem. »

4. This effet is not {pecifically confine
to mercury ; but attends alfo certain e-
ruptive difeafes, efpecially the fmall-pox,
where thefe parts of the throat are very
much affe¢ted. And,

5. Salivation fooner enfues in propor-
tion to the retention of the preparacion
ufed in the body. = Thus all the very fti-

mulating
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CCCLXXX,

We proceed now to the laft method of
practice, founded on the theory of the
difeafe we have endeavoured to fupport ;
which we have termed the Method by
[rritation.

As the difeafe is rendered more active
in proportion to the fenfibility of the {y-
{tem, we would advife the leflening this
by the ufe of opium for a few days pre=
vious to the exhibition of other remedies.
The ufe of mercury is then to be begun;
and it may be introduced either from a
fecreting or organic {urface. If from the
firft, thofe preparations are to be chofen
in which a very minute divifion of its
parts takes place, without any highly fti-
mulating powers ; as the mercurius cine=
reus and calomel; and much attention is
to be paid that a proper abforption of them
be effected. But where its introduion
into the ftomach is preferred, the very ac-
tive preparations are to be employed ;
particularly the corrofive and mercurius

Dd calcinatus,
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calcinatus. They are to be given in {mall
dofes, and defended from producing any
violent effects on the primz viz by junc-
ticn with fedatives whereever fymptoms
of increafed difcharge oceur to a morbid
degree; as they debilitate the {yftem, and
are unneceflary to the cure of the difeafe,
the ufe of mercurials 1s to be intermitted
till they depart, and opium alone in full
dofes exhibited. In this way is the courfe

to be conntiued till the fymproms of the
difeafe depart; and the fame rules are to
be obferved here as in the practice by the
other methods. =~ Wherever, during the
ufe of mercury, much irritability of con-
fiitution appears, the bark and tonics
{hould be ufed during the courfe. It has
been a cuftom among the French always
to premife the cure of lues by bleeding.
'This is evidently a proof of the attion of
mercury as a {timulant, which they wifhed
to reprefs ; and therefore they either ufed
the mercury in too great quantity, or, by
taking off its effects confifting in its irrita-
tion, they retarded the cure; for bleeding -
is
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is never to be ufed in lues, except in {ome
particular cafes of local congefltion from
its primary action.

CCCLXXXI.

Tuoucn, in defcribing the different
methods -of praclice, a certain time has
~ been mentioned as neceflary for the con-
tinuance of medicine in order to its fuccefs
in effecting a cure, yet this is only to be
taken in a very general way; and perhaps
one of the niceft points in praétical know-
ledge is to determine when the difeafe 1s
properly {fubdued, or when the degree of
action neceflary to its decay has been long
enough continued. The circumftances
from which authors commonly judge
are, .
1. The time the remedy has been em-
ployed, which extends, according to the
nature of the cafe, from thirty days to
three months.

2. Its effeéts on the {yftem.

3» The quantity itfelf employed.

4. The colour of the difeafed parts;

Dd2 which,
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which, after being healed, lofe much of
their former rednefs, And,

5. Their feel; the hardnefs of edge be-
ing entirely gone,

Yet, in {pite of thefe fuppofed tefts, we
have no certain criterion by which to de-

|

!
€
|
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cide this point. 'We can only judge from

experience, which is here the beft guide;
and the remedy fhould always be conti-

nued for fome time after the difappear-
ance of {ymptoms.

CCCLXXXII.

It has beena general remark of all authors,

that the cure of lues by mercury in a tem-
perate or a warm climate is more expedi-

tiousthan in any other fituation. Inawarm

climate there prevails a natural increafed
{enfibility of furface, and the ation of
the abforbent fyftem correfponding with
it is alfo more confiderable. Hence mer-
cury will have more effe¢t in exciting the
- lymphatics, and the fenfibility of furface
will be at the fame time lefs liable to re-

ceive a morbid impreflion from cold pro-

ducing
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ducing internal determinations. It is on
~ this account the climace of Montpelier and
{fome others have been found o effectual

for che cure of lues.

CCCLXXXIII.

Frowm the theory delivered of the con-
ftitutional difeafe we have endeavoured
to eftablifh the locality of its nature;
and from this circumftance, independent
of the mercurial courfe, wherever local
applications can be made to the affected
parts, the cure will be greatly =xpedited by
their addition, and a fmaller quantity of
mercury be fufficient to excite that gene-
ral action of the {yftem neceflary to the
decay of the difeafe when the difeafed parts
are locally attacked. Hence we find thefe
local effects frequently refift the ufe of in-
ternal remedies; and though the taint has
ceafed to a&, the local appearance fiill re-
mains.

If there 1s only fimple inflammation and
{welling, no local treatment will be necef-
{ary, '

Ddgy Where
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Where ulceration takes place, the fame
rules will apply which were formerly di-
rected in the treatment of chancre; ma-
king allowance for the fituation of the ul-
ceration, whecher on an external or internal
{urface, as more caution is neceflary in
the ufe of remedies in the laft, particularly
when 1n the throat.

Where nodes arife, the treatment is
more dithcult, and they form the moft
obftinate circumftance met with in vene-
real pradlice. There are two methods of
practice to which their treatment may be
-reduced.

1. Attempting refolution by the applica-
tion of blifters to the part; rubbing mercu-
rial ointmentinto it; or, whatis preferable
to either of thefe, making an incifion inte
the bone, {o as to reduce it to a common
fore.

2. Allowing {uppuration to proceed, or
an abfcefs to form; but there is danges,
before this takes place, of the bone itfelf
becoming affe@ed. If the difeafe has con-

tinued any time before the node is form-
ed,
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ed, it is to be confidered entirely as alocal
affe@ticn, and is incapable of communica= :
ting any active ftate of difeafe; and there-
fore the matter formed in fuch an abfcefs,
tho’ abforbed, poflefles no fpecific powers.
Such abf{cefles, on this account, thould be
opened largely, and treated in the ordinary
way; and as the bene is generally affected,
exfoliation thould be allowed to take place.
Befides, the bones themf{elves, from the
internal furface or periofteum covering
alfo the ligaments and tendinous fafcia,
~ thefe come at times to be affeed, and
{uppurations form which it is difficult to
dete¢t. For though itis a rule, that when
matter is formed it works outwards to the
{urface ; yet where it happens in the faf-
cia, from the firmnefs and toughnefs of
their texture, fuch a refiftance’is formed
to its paflage in this way, that it runs
along under the contiguous parts: and
hence proceeds the difficulty of difcover-
ing it. When dete@ed, however, there
1s nothing peculiar required in the treat-

IDd‘i- ment;

T



424 CONSTITUTIONAL DISEASE.

ment ; but an opening thould be made as
{oon as poflible for the evacuation.

CCCLXXXIV.

THE laft circumftance to be regarded in
a particular manner in the treaument of
this difeafe 1s the management of the con-
ftitution itfelf. It was formerly the cu-
ftom, and ftill prevails with many, to in-
culcate very ftri&t rules with regard to
regimen. The moft anuphlogiftic plan
was generally employed, and the ufe of
thin diluent fluids ftrongly recommend«
ed. By this itfelf even a tendency to in-
creafed difcharges was given, independent
of the action of mercury, from the na-
tural diftention of the veflels it produ-
“ced, but more efpecially when the patients
‘were under the ufe of the mineral. It is
to Mr Hunter originally we are indebted
for our improvement in this refpect. He
very juftly obferved, that the action of
mercury was independent of any ali-
ment received, and no way counteraéted
byt
CCCLXXXV.
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CCCLXXXV.

Wz have thus confidered the various
methods of treating the venereal difeafe in
its conftitutional ftate; but frequently,
after the ufe of mercury has been conti-
nued a proper tume, the local appearances
{till remain or continue to increafe. This
fituation of the difeafe has been generally
diftinguifhed under the name of Venecreal
Complaints Incurable by Mercury ; and
under it we would comprehend two op-
pofite ftates of parts, which require an ac-
curate diftin&ion.

CCCLXXXVI.

TaE firft 1s a ftate of morbid irritability ;
and is always the effec of mercury, either
from 1ts too free ufe in any conftitution,
or its ufe even in {mall quantity in a very
irritable habit; and it may either exift
with the fpecific taint ftill remaining in
the part, or with the latter having loft its
fpecific difpofition. The great art is in
diftinguifhing thefe different circumitan-

ces ;
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ces; for the general appearance of the
conftitution will determine when this ex-
cefs of irritability is prefent. ‘This ftate
was more common formerly, conjoined
with a {pecific taint; when an opinion pre-
vailed, that too much mercury could not
be ufed for the extinition of the difeafe,
particularly in the very early periods of
practice; and which led fome pra&ition-
ers, from reviewing the effeéts produced
By fuch pradtice, to compare the confe-
quences of mercury to that ftage of debi-
lity or weaknefs which fucceeds a fhort-
lived acute febrile difeafe, and which may
be confidered too as a proof of the parti-
cular mode of action of mercury. Hence
the parts, from their very irritable ftate,
incapable of bearing a continuance of the
medicine, become daily worfe under its
application ; and, in fuch cafes, a cure
was generally effected, not by changing the
preparation, as fome practitioners attemp-
ted, but by intermitting entirely its ufe;
when, by the renewal of the conftitution,

this fymptom coming to depart, the ufe
of
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of mercury, by being more eafily {fupport-
ed, came to be effetual; and this prac-
tice is ftill continued by thofe who are
unacquainted with the modern practice
of reprefling the irritability of the {yftem
at all times under the ufe of mercury. At
prefent, however, when this {fymptom takes
place, the parts have ‘generally loft their
{pecific difpofition ; and it depends on a
natural ftate of habit, morbidly increafed
by the ufe of the remedy, which requires
to be obviated. Hence, of late, the fuc-
cefs of opium and cicuta as fedatives in
removing thefe complaints.

CCCLXXXVII,

Tue other {tate of parts which fucceeds
the conftitutional difeafe is zndvlence;: and
may be defined, the continuance of irrica-
tion on a part till it is no longer fufcep-
tible of 1ts'action. It is always 'partial ;
and the fores here acquire a callofity of
edge, with an abfence of pain and want of
inflammation, which diftinguifhes them
abundantly from the former. It occurs

generally
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generally in the phlegmatic conftitution,
where the vital energy of the part is foon
exhaufted; and hence we find it is only
time which here effe@ts a cure. Tonics
have been ufually employed, of which you
will find a long lift mentioned by DrSwe-
diauer; but they have by no means been
very fuccefsful: and to the parts them-
felves, warm aromatic applications, fea-
water, &ec. |

CCCLXXXVIIL

IT is not to be denied, that the diftinc-
tion of thefe two ftates, in particular cafes,
15 often difficult. This occurs chiefly
where they are partial, and where no ge-
neral diagnoftics can be drawn from the
appearance of the conftitution at large. In
fuch cafes, the fores have pretty much the
fame appearance. We can then only judge
from the effeéts of remedies; and time,
and the giving up the ufe of mercury,
without any other applications, are always
to be confidered as at leaft one chief part

"of the cure.
CCCLXXXIX.
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CCCLXXXIX.

From what has been delivered on the
hiftory and treatment of the conftitutional
difeafe, the following aphoriims may be
formed.

1. The only effectual cure of lues vene-
rea, in this climarte, is to be made by means
of mercury, however difguifed ; and the
great object in ufing it confifts,

a. In condudting it fo as to prove ef-

fectual. And,

b. In avoiding the feveral inconvenien-
ces which generally attend its appli-
cation.

2. The preference which mercury has
acquired depends on its peculiar operation
on the fmaller feries of veflels which form
the feat of the venereal difeafe; and by
the action of thefe veffels, more particu-
larly, the removal of all difeafed parts is
effected.

3. Mercury comes in conta@ with the
difeafed parts by its folution in the fuids
and hence thofe preparations of it are to

3 be
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be preferred which receive moft readily
this {folution, and which at the fame time
remain longelt applied to the difeafed
parts.

4. The preparations moftreadily {oluble
are thofe adapted to internal ufe ; and this
mode of exhibiting mercury is therefore to
be preferred to all others: but as fuch

preparations, in proportion to their eafy

folubility, are generally too ftimulant to
remain long applied to difeafed parts, to
favour their retention the irritability of
thofe parts is to be leflened, and the action
of the preparations, as ftimulants, thus re-
prefled.

5. But where mercury is long perfifted
in, and to that degree which 1s neceflary
for the removal of the difeafe, even though
the irritability of the {yftem be fomewhat
leflfened, its natural aétion comes at laft to
prevail, and a tendency to increafed dif-
charges, the characteriftic of its operation,
" to take place. The management, then,
confifts in either intermitting its ufe tll
fuch difcharges ceafe; or determining its

2 operation,
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operation, by particular combinations, to
excite thofe which are leaft hurtful te the
fyftem and leaft inconvenient to the pa-
tient. |

6. The moft troublefome "difcharge
which mercury occafions, and which it
poflefles always a peculiar tendency to ex-
cite, is falivation; and in addition to the
former managemert, to prevent its occur-
rence (5.), fedative applications, in the
form of gargle, thould be early and con-
ftantly made to the infide of the mouth,
or feat of the falivary glands.

7. The dofe of any preparation of mer-
cury can only be very generally propor-
- tioned at firft, rill the conftitution of the
patient, or its fufceptibility with regard to
the operation of mercury, be once afcer-
tained. Hence this thould be particularly
enquired into and ftudied : for the confti-
tution, in regard to the action of this re-
medy, is peculiar; and, though little af-
fected by other ftimuli, it is often mate-
rially influenced by this, and wice ver/a.

8. The obftinacy of the difeafe is nos

Lo
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to be judged of from the appearance of
{ymptoms, but from the ftate of the con-
ftitution and the {mall tendency it dif-
covers to receive the operation of mer-
cury.

9. Befides the internal ufe of mercury,
where ‘the fituation of {ymptoms admit,
logal applications will greatly expedite the
cure ; but they fhould be only fuch, in
the conftirutional difeafe, as ohviate irri-
tation, or that morbid aGion of the veflels
of the part preventing its renewal,

10. The time neceflary for the conti-
nuance of mercury cannot d priori be de-
termined. The only judgement is to be
formed from, the difappearance of {ymp-
toms; or, if continuing, the ftate of the
affected parts changing to the worfe under
its ufe.

11. All parts under real venereal irrita-
tion poffefs a certain oppofition to the ac-
tion of mercury ; in confequence of which,
its introduction, we find, removes the
morbid caufe. 'When removed, however,

this oppofition, or capacity of bearing the
action
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adion of mercury, ceafes; and, if con-
tinued, a new morbid ftate is even in=
duced by the remedy itfelf. The nature
of this ftate is ftill unknown. Morbid
irritability feems in many cafes its leading
chara@eriftic; but even the indication ari-
fing from this fymprom does not always
fucceed. |

12. This new morbid ftaté occurs more
frequently in {ome conftitutions than in
others, Hence mercury may be conti-
nued for fome time beyond the decay of
the difeafe, without any danger in many ;
but in others, particularly the irritable, a .
fingle dofe is attended with manifeft hurc-
ful effecls.

13. As mercury acs beyond the circu-
lation, and is not affe@ed by it, there is no
necefﬁty for any aiteration in the regimen
of the parient; and the antiphlogiftic courfe
produces that debility which increafes
more the tendency to difcharges from its
action. Where flight falivation, however,
eccurs, as maftication is then painful, fu-

Ee ftenance
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ftenance muft be taken in a very foluble
form.

14. The cuftom of bleeding, and the

ufe of the warm-bath, previous to a mer-
curial courle, are entirely to be difcarded ;
the one, as manifeftly weakening the fy-
ftem, and rendering it lefs capable of bear-
ing the adtion of mercury; the other, as
morbidly increafing the natural irrita-
bility of the furface, {o as to be more
readily affeted by expofure to the at-
mofphere producing inflammatory affec~
tions. ' i

15. The only power influencing the ac-
tion of the venereal virus is co/d; and in
what manner it does this is ftill undeter=
mined. We obferve the difeafe, how-
ever, more violent in a northern than in a
fouthern fituation.

CCCXC.

Having thus examined the nature and
treatment of the conftitutional difeafe in
the adult, it remains to confider its ap-

pearance in the foetus, or when attacking
the
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VENEREAL DISEASE OF
CHILDREN.

CCCXCL

HE lues of infancy we find generally
difplays itfelf firft about the genitals

and nates; more rarely, it attacks the face,
breaft, and lower extremities. Its ap-
pearance in thefe fituations is firft in the
form of copper-coloured puftules, fimilar
to what diftinguifh the fecond ftage of the
conftitutional difeafe in the adult. Thefe
puftules {pread; and the body is covered

with an appearance from them of what
are
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are commonly named Scorbutic Spots.
Inftead of puftules, however, it is fre-
quently obferved in the form of livid
blotches. Whichever of thefe appearances
it affumes, it continues to {pread about the
face, eye-brows, chin, &c. having the {fame
appearance as when recovering from the
confluent {mall-pox. The mouth alfo
comes internally to be affe@ed ; and here
it difplays an appearance fimilar to aphthe.
Thefe change into fores, and gradually
{pread backwards to the fauces, and for-
wards to the lips and noftrils; occafioning
{toppage of the nofe, difficulty of brea-
thing, and other {ymptoms attending an
impeded action of thefe parts. The nurfe’s
nipples then begin to turn raw, and te
affume the appearance of chancre; and in
this way the difeafe is tranfmicted from
the child. With time, the body of the
child becomes wholly covered with ulce-
rations; but before arriving at this height,
the conftitutional difeafe generally dif-
plays itfelf on the nurfe by ulcerations of
the throat.

Eej COCXG
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CCCXCIL

THE eyes and the ears of the child be«
come alfo, in the progrefs of the malady,
confiderably affected by matter forming
in thefe parts ; and in procefs of time, if
the difeafe is not removed, he&ic fymp-
toms coming on prove fatal. The affec~
tion of the eyes 1s very charaeriftic of
this fpecies of lues, and has been particu-
larly remarked by the phyficians of the
Venereal Hofpital for children in Paris.

CCCXCIIL

Tue time at which the difeafe appears
in children is moft frequently ten days or
a fortnight after birth; and, previous to
this, the child is apparently healthy, and
the fkin clear and {mooth. At other times,
however, it is coeval with birth, or appears
much earlier. |

CCCXCIV.

Frowm this defcription, the peculiarities
that may be remarked in this fpecies of lues
are,

T Th&

|
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1. With refpect to its different appear-

ance. And,
2, The mode of infection.

CCCXCV.

TuE chief circumftances in which it
differs from the conftitutional difeafe of
the adulc are,

1. In fhowing a fpecific attration to the
genital parts, independent of the mode of
introduction.

2. In difplaying no primary action.
And, b

3. In difcovering no tendency at firft
to affe¢t the throat.

CCCXCVL.

THE caufe of the firlt of thefe cannot
be explained; and all poifons, we find,
poflefs a fpecific attraGtion to particular
parts.

With refpe& to the fecond, even at
times 1n the adult there is very little prie
mary operation of the virus, as in the lym-
phatic chancre; and we find that excefs of

Eeg fecretion
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fecretion in parts diminifhes the adtion of
the virus on its introdu@ion. In the foetus
and 1in childhood, the a&ivity of the
lymphatics is not equal to what is ob-
ferved afterwards; and the larger veflels
poflefs then more power. Hence we fup-
pofe, that from the excefs of fluids in the
habit of the foetus, and the fmall a@ivity
of the lymphatics, the virns may be in-
troduced without any local effe@s, till i

“1s determined by receiving a new ftimulus

from the force of the circulation to the
parts 1t attacks,
' The third circumftance, or. its fmall
tendency to affect the throat at firft, may
be explained by obferving, that though
between the genital organs and the throat
there prevails a remarkable fympathy, as
allowed by all authors; yet this does not
take place till the genital organs become
fitted for executing their proper offices, as
difplayed by the change they receive at
the age of puberty. Till the age of pu-
berty, then, there is no particular irrita-
tion on thefe glands to produce this fym-
pathy,
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"pathy, while the natural determination of
the circulation being to the fkin, the dif-
eale therefore appears chiefly here,

CCCXCVIL

TuEe mode of infe@ion in this cafe 1s a
{ubje@ attended with fome difficulties;
and we confider it as derived either from
the male or female.

- CCCXCVIIL

Tue firft of thefe is perhaps the rareft;
but that the femen may be conveyd to
the uterusin a vitiated ftate, by accidental
contamination in its paflage through the
urethra, is not to be doubted. How it
afterwards ads, it is impoflible to explain;
yet the fa® is fufficiently certain, that
children are every day born with appear-
ances fimilar to lues, where no taint ever
prevailed in the habit of the mother, and
where therefore we have reafon to fuppofe
the original ftamina at the time of im-
pregnation received fome morbid change.

CCCXCIX,
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CCCXCIX.

Tae fecond mode of infeGion, or from
the female, 1s by far the moft frequent
and it may be communicated here, ei-
ther, |

1. By the virus circulating in the gene-
ral mafs; and determined, without affect-
ing the mother, through the circulation of
the placenta to the child.

2. By contamination in its paffage thro®
the vagina at delivery. Or,

3. By fuckling from an erofion of the
nurf{e’s nipple.

CCCC.

THE firft of thefe is confidered by Mr
“Hunter as barely probable; but it is a
known fact, that the contagion of {mall-
pox has been conveyed to the feetus with-
out affe@ing the parent; and we have
reafon, therefore, to fuppofe, that other
contagions may be conveyed in a fimilar
way. We admit, at the fame time, that

it 18 not a conftant effect, as contagions
affeCting

MO —— R T T,
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affecting the mother feem alfo often efca-
ped by the feetus; yet where the virug
exifts in the circulation of the parent, from
the increafed determination to the uterus
favouring its depofition, it may be com-
municated in this way.

CCCCL.

Frowm this reafoning, then, we conclude,
that where a child is born with {ymptoms
of lues, as defcribed, or rickets appear foon
after birth; or where a woman repeatedly
mifcarries, without any evident caule,about
the fixth or feventh month, and the child
is expelled dead or in a putrid {tate; or if
the motion of the child formerly felt ceafes
at that period, though it is retained for the
nine months, being then born in the for-
mer ftate; or, if living, fo fhrivelled and
emaciated in every part as to bear the
marks of old age, an appearance ftrongly
remarked by the phyficians of the Venereal
Hofpital for children at Paris; in all thefe
cafes, the infeflion has either been com-
municated from the father or in this way,

But
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But as other infections, it was remarked,
are not always communicated in this way,
though exifting in the {yflem of the mo-
ther, it is therefore moft probably owing
to the father; and the removal of infec-
tion in him alone is to be confidered as
the only means of preferving the future
offspring, or guarding againft thofe here-
ditary affections to which they appear fub-
jected.

CCCCII,

TrE fecond mode of infe@ion, or by

the vagina in its paflage at delivery, is

more frequent than the former. It was
firft taken notice of by Dr Hunter; who
remarked, that the difeafe did not appear
till ten days or a fortnight for the moft part
after birth; in which period the virus had
time to be fully introduced into the {y-
ftem. The inacive ftate in which the vi-
rus, as formerly remarked, frequently re-
mains in the vagina, ftrongly favours this
opinion: and hence, even where no vene-

real fymptom can be traced in the mother,
| we
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we find that the feetus often difcovers the
infeion foon after birth ; and that, by
putting the mother folely on a mercu-
rial courfe, the difeafe may in a future
delivery be prevented. Dr Swediauer has
fuppofed, that in this way alone the ve-
nereal difeafe can be conveyed to the feetus,
if we may make any conclufion from
-what he delivers; for he has doubted,
whether the difeafe has ever appeared
in children at birth. Of this, however,
there have been many mftances Where-
ever, therefore, the child has been born
with marks of infeQtion, the mother thould
not be put on a mercurial courfe unlefs
{he fuckles, as the infection is probably
derived from the father folely. Where,
again, the difeafe does not appear for fome
time after birth, or the peried mentioned
in 1ts hiftory, it 1s then to be confidered
as owing to the virus derived from the
mother, and a mercurial courfe recom-
mended toher. - It is a matter, indeed, of
the utmoft importance to be able to dete@®
to which of the parties the infe&ion of the

child
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child is owing, as it is only by this wé can
be able with certainty to effe¢t a cure. It
18 often attended with confiderable diffi-
culty, and can only be known from the
previous hiftory of the patient ; but as this,
in the cafe of the female, we can hardly
learn, for delicacy forbids fuch an inquiry,
we can only judge from the time of ap-
pearance and other circumftances in the
infection of the child. On this account,
indeed, it. will be generally moft proper
that both parties are put on a courfe of
medicine ; and in {uch fituations, as the
infection is chiefly communicated by the
genitals, particular attention ought to be
paid to their ftate.

CCCCIIL.

Tue lalt way in which infection we
mentioned can be conveyed to the child,
is by means of the nurfe; and to deter=
mine whether the contagion is received in
this way is fometimes pretty difficult. If;
however, the firlt fymptom on the child

is the aphthous appearance of the mouthy
L there
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there is great fufpicion of it; for we find,
that this affeGtion of the mouth does not oc-
cur for fome time when the infection is not
received from the nipple. And fomeauthors
have even alleged, in proof of this, that if
mercury is given immediately to the child
on the firft marks of the difeafe, no infe®ion
will often be conveyed to the nurfe, as the
progrefs of the difeafe is thus ftopt, and
the affection of the mouth prevented. The
chara&er of the nurfe, her conneétions,
and the examining her ftate of health at
the time, will be able to give fome far-
ther information, and particularly if her
own child has been ftill-born; or, if alive,
whether there are any marks on it of the
prefent difeafe; or whether the woman
fuckling it has any affeétion of her breaft.
The nipple, alfo, of the nurfe herfelf is
always here more or lefs affeCted, though
it is at times fo flight as hardly to bear
detection ; yet, without this, we conceive
that the difeafe could not be communica=
ted, as no matter could be formed to pro-
duce the contagion; and we know, that

the
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the milk itfelf is entirely free from the
difeafe. Where, again, the contagion is
communicated from the child to the nurfe,
the nipple of the nurfe becomes {welled,
and raw, {mall veficles appear on it, which

degenerate into chancres; and thefe are

fuceeeded fometimes by an erefipelatous
eruption, fimilar to herpes, on the breaft
itfelf ; but more frequently the neigh-
bouring glands of the axilla fwell, and the
lymphatics are felt from the feat of the
infe&ion in the nipple towards it in the
form of a firaitened cord; and the difeafe
being thus introduced, foon difcovers it=
{elf by the fame appearances which attend
its conftitutional operation in the adult,
though it often here difplays a virulence
uncommon to what is obferved where it is
firt introduced by a primary action on
the genital fyftem: and feveral moft la-
mentable inftances are to be met with in
different publications of the effects of ve-
nereal infe@tion communicated in this
way.

4 CCCCIV,

-
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CCCCIV.

Havine thus pointed out the circum-
ftances which diftinguifh this difeafe in
children, and the various ways in which
the infeGtion may be conveyed, we pro-
ceed, in the laft place, to confider the me-
thod of cure.

By many authors, the venereal difeafe
in children has been confidered as incu-
rable. This is, however, by‘nu means the
cafe, and thofe acquainted with practice
will find it the reverfe; for it yields much
more readily to the ufe of mercury than
in the adult. Children, however, are
more eafily cured before than after wean-
ing ; and thofe born with the difeafe are
more difficult to cure than thofe who re-
ceive the infetion at birth, or afterwards
from the nurfe. It 1s alfo to be remarked,
that from the calculations of the phyfi-
~cians attending the Venereal Hofpital for
children near Paris,itappears that a greater
proportion of infefted children furvive

Ff childhood
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childhood than of healthy children en-
trufted to the care of common nurfes.

CCCCV. .

IN curing the lues of children, there
are two ways of exhibiting mercury ; ei-
ther by giving it to the nurfe or the
child. |

In giving it to the nurfe, we are lefs
fenfible of its operation; and, before her
fluids are impregnated, there is danger
of the child finking under the difeafe.
From the experiments of the late Dr Young,
it was found even difficult to impregnate
the milk; and the cure fucceeding in this
way he has attributed rather to the mer-
curial atmofphere in which the child,
from fleeping with the nurfe, and by be-
ing kept conftantly in her arms, 1s con-
fined. This difficulty, however, of im-
pregnating the milk is denied by another
author; who obferves, that by evapora- .
ting a quantity of it, it generally poflefles
{o much mercury as to bear detection, {
But as it 1s often difficult to procure a nul}*lfe

wio
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who will undertake the tafk of {uckling
fuch children; and the mother, if difeafed
herfelf, thould never be allowed to do 1t;
it has been propofed to impregnate with
mercury the milk of other animals, and in
this ftate give it to the child. Thus, in
Van Rofenftein’s treatife, we find direc~
tions for clearing the fkin of a goat of its
hair, and rubbing it with mercurial oint- -
ment, which 1s to be performed in the
{ame manner as in the common method
by frictions; when its fluids coming to be
loaded with the remedy, it will thus be
conveyed in an ealy and fafe manner to
the child. |

CCCCVI.

THE exhibition of mercury to the child
itfelf 1s a practice now more generally
followed ; and as a very {light irritacion
from it 1s here fufficient to effet a cure,
in order that this irritation may nor be too
ftrong, thofe preparations are to be prefer-
red which have a tendency to pafs off by
the bowels, by which any excefs of irrita-

pef 2 tion
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tion is prevented ; and from the quantity
of fluids in the infantine ftate, this evacu-
ation, unlefs carried far, is not attended
with that debility which follows fo re-
markably any increafed difcharges in the
adult. Children poflefs at the fame time,
though thus fufceptible of the flighteft
irritation, little tendency to falivation;
which would fhow, that the lymphatic
fyftem is not in the fame ftate of activity
as afterwards. As a proof of the fmall
tendency they poflefs to {alivation, a cafe
ufed to be mentioned by the late Dr Young,

where twelve dofes of calomel were given

to be ufed in twelve days. By miftake, how-
ever, the whole number was ufed in fix,
and the child was much relieved, though
not the {malleft {ymptoms of falivation
appeared. In fupport of what was men-
tioned, that a very {light irritation will
cure the difeafe in children, we find, that
the guaiac, and the other woods which
in this climate bhave little effe&t on the
adult, frequently perform a cure here.

3 CCCCV1I.

1 &
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CCCCVIL.

THE preparations of mercury com-
monly employed in this cafe are the calo-
mel and Van Swieten’s folution. The
former of thefe is generally exhibited in
the quantity of a grain every night; and,
after fix or eight dofes, a fenfible amend-
ment is perceived. The fame dofe is then

repeated at the diftance of every fecond
- night; and, in twelve days longer, the
difeafe 1s commonly removed. Where
the folution, again, 1s employed, thirty
drops make a fufficient dofe, and it thould
be given in milk. The {ame rules are to
be obferved in continuing it as with the
calomel, and the fame fuccefs may be
expected. It is the favourite remedy
of Van Rofenftein in the venereal com-
plaints of children; and wherever given
in an increafed duﬁ: it has a tende:ncy,
like the calomel, to pafs off by ftool,

T R R
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the fame at 4s. only. . : .

18. An Experimental Inquiry into the,Properties of Opium, and its
effeéts on living fubjeéts, with obfervations on its hiftory, prepara-
tion, and ufes, by Jobn Leigh, M. D. price 2s. 6d. fewed.

19. Medical Commentarics for the year 1786, colleéted and publifhed
by A. Duncan, M. D. F.R.and A. 8. Edin. Voru mEI. DEcapkell.
price 6s. in boards. _ 5 .

20. Obfervations on the Scurvy, with a review of the theories lately
advanced on that difeafe , and the opinion of Dr Millman ,rﬂfutrd
from practice, by Thomas Trotter, a furgeon of his Majefty’s navy,

8vo, as. fewed.
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