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-comfort 'and well being of mankind-—that it is of
.more importance. to the poor than to the rich,
that the junior and inferior classes of medical
~practitioners should be, at least, tolerably con-
-versant in anatomy. The rich ean at all times
'lecommand: the best assistance ; while the poor (such
.ds/the constitution of society) must take that which
/is offered to them. ' This statement, though subject
yto/many exceptions, may be received as generally
true ; and if it be received, it is clearly incumbent
hon the rich and the powerful to take care that
«no act of theirs shall limit the extension of that
- information, which it is admitted all medical men
»ought to possess. . Yet it is: owing to their acts; in
--one capacity or another, that the diffusion of ana-
<tomical knowledge is prevented. . The senator
ymakes laws, under which punishments are inflicted
cupon surgeons found dissecting, or. even:having
+dead bodies in: their possession.- . The judge, who
[icauses: these punishments te be carried into exe-
~-eution with the greatest severity (for the charge
of the judge to the jury is generally decisive of the
«nature of the verdict), does not hesitate to recom-
smend . to-another jury in:a eivil jaction, to:give
1 ample . damages against.any surgeon who may have
' [been: found |deficient  in . that  same anatomical
- knowledge, -which he had, in a criminal court,
cpreviously punished him for, trying toiacquire; so
. that the jsame laws may be, said ;to. prohibit the
| 'aequisition of knowledge, and. to punish a man for
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admit.c Theman who opposes the decent dissecs
tion of the body of a person who has no friends;
and whois/to ‘be buried:atthe public éxpense;
willgenerally ‘he: found ' 'to-be @ person; without
education, and ' who/late'in life finds himself clothed
with iai little brief authority, which: he; never
expected tol possess. Such ‘@ personwill {say, if
the doctors want dissection; why do not they leave
their” own: bodies for that purpose 2! apparently,
quite’ unaware “that it is othe personal - interest
of'“every 'medical "man; 'who" possesses-a: certain
degreeof 'knowledge 'and: reputation, to keep all
others ‘in ‘ignorance.© The' greater the number of
well-educated surgeons, the lessiwill be the profit
‘aceruing 'to-eéach. » The 'desirer manifested by the
ablest and 'most 'Valued physicians:and surgeons: of
the present day; for the ‘encouragement: of - anato-

mical seience, "is ‘astrong instance | of ' the: disin=
‘terestedness-of the professioh. o/l ol vails 1

2!/ The introduction of the cow-pox' deprived almost
every physician' and surgeon of ‘half 'his practice;
the loss which each. individual suffered was not
for a'moment . considered; and 'their own personal
interest yielded to the comfort and happiness: of
their fellow-creatures.! The' general diffusion of
anatomical knowledge will have a similar, if not a
greater effect, on the income of the profession; the
same sum willy in fact, be divided among a greater
number of ' persons : it - may, indeed, beless, as
the 'competition  becomes ! greater; for - there are
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the “féelings ‘of the friends who' survive. There
can'be mo ' doubt’ that it''arises ‘from both causes;

althotigh'the Tatter preponderates‘in 4 very marked -

manner. ''Feéw individuals really care miich what'
becomes of 'their bodies after they are dead; they
hﬂ_.ﬁ;'t_é lived as ‘other persons have done; and ‘they"
wish to be buried, or disposed of; according o the
custom of their'country. Tt is the last sad duty of
their friends to attend their remains; and it is
considered either asa want of regard, or 6f respect
for'the 'dead, when it is not done in the usual
manner.  'When a person is dissected without'
Christian burial, or exhumated afterwards, it 'is the
feelings of the surviving friends which ave injured”
it is their rights which ‘are outraged, ‘and’they"
resent it accordingly. Many individuals, and me<
dical men in' particular, would devote their bodies
to disseetion, if it were not that they do not wish
to distress those whom they leavé behind them. - It
has'been 'said, that disséction is objected tolbecatise
miirderers are dissected; but of the ‘trath of this
supposition T entertain great doubt: indeed, there
does not appear to be the slightest foundation for
the assertion. 'When the examination of a body,
whether of the rich or of the poor, is solicited by
a physician, when did he receive a refusal, on the
ground that murderers only were opened ?—Never.
Such a thing never entered into the imagination of
any one. It is declined always on the score of the
feelings of the living being adverse to such'a pro-
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to death,  of ‘undergoing -~ certain loperations rand -
experiments mot  necessarily destructive of lifes-
which /if ‘they 'submitted ' to, ‘and 'survived, they "
would /escape  the rsentence /of ‘the law, and be
pardoned. ' This practice proves, satisfactorily, that
the advantage of the public was the object inview!';
and:the samesobject’inothis very form has been'®
advanced by'a continuation’of ithé practice nearly’
to'our ‘own 'time. . When, certain peculiarities of
religious  belief militated against the!disseetion of
dead bodies; and the performance of ;surgical ope:'
rations, 'as was the caseoamongst ‘the Saracens;:
as 'well as| afterwards among ourselves, sOmercare |
was' yet takén of ithe -public dnterest; ahdlthe:
bodies rof ‘those whoiwere supposed torhaverdied-
without the pale of the church; were given over:
to disseetion; not'as a punishment, but because they
were almost’ the only bodies which could;'inoa
religious point of view, be so disposed ofio Public
~ good 'was the object then iniview; the public:
advantage is the same great object now ; only lit
requires to be accompanied by a proper rdspect for:
the feelings of individuals' during their life, and,
after their death, for those 'of their relations and
friends. ~ That part of the law which attaches the’
penalty of dissection to the sentence of 'death, on
a murderer alone of all other criminals, should be
extended; because it is too partial, and insufficient
for the purpose for which it was originally intended.
If the bodies of persons hanged for murder were
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crintinals should be dissected;in: preferemzb tolall
others.’ Tt has Heén gravely stated; andsomie faith
hasbeen given'to the assertion, that, after dissection;
the’ remains ‘of the body may be still buried with
religioud rites and 'cerémonies. ' ‘Some ‘convertsito
dissection have, perhaps, been gained by this states
ment, than'which' nothing ‘can ‘be move unfounded;
for few of the bodies wivenap for dissection eithet
can; or ought to be ‘afterwards; committed .to'the
ground. '~ T 'have 'no: hesitation in'saying, that few
ever will be buried; either whole or'in/detail i and
the '»ﬁérétmf iﬁhnﬂﬁay?#-ﬂthenwiﬁe, being:alcompetent
judgeof ‘these Tiatters, either 'wilfully dedeives
others, or willingly deceives himself. - If anatomy
could’' 'be learned - by casts!cand “drawings;> there
would be ne teed of ' dissedtion s it is not thebare
enurmeration’ of - parts “ which!| conistitutes-a’ know:
ledge of ianatomy. “|It isonly by the’ strictést
acquaintance with'the! relative situationof these
parts, conheeted with: each other by thevcellular
tissue, ‘and: by  ‘the removal of this tissue by dis-
section, that it ean hebacqiiived. /1t is' the'sepa-
ration” of each part in very small: portions; which
establishes, " in''the mind’s ‘eye, an  intimate 'ac=
quaintance with!' the® whole structure. Tt 'is ‘this
knowledge that enables the surgeon, ‘during’ the
performance of ‘an“operation; to see’each’ part,
as it ‘were, rising ‘into view! before it appears,
before it is' within reach of his knife. The soft
parts being' thus' treated, what' should lie ‘done
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-more in 'detail into what a student should - do ;:but
I will -vepeat, that if three bodies be considered
rsufficient  to give a fair knowledge of anatomy: to
each student, two out of the three mneither can,
‘nor ought to be buried. The bodies of criminals
should furnish these parts for reference, as far as
11t icanbeidone 5 and thus render, after death, some
service to that public which they had outraged
duringlife.. The remains of others may be buried ;
‘but it should be done privately, and without cere-
mony ; those religious rites, which it is no less our
duty than our inclination to afford, having been
performed previously tothe dissection taking place.
I have thought it proper to state the fact; in order
that there should be no deception, on any side, in
-discussions of this nature.s ¢ oirrads adi b
=i It has been said, that the dissection 'of armur-
-derer always gives rise: to inconveniencey from-the
| number:of visitors to see the body ; and therefore
- murderers should not be dissected. ' The inference
-ought to be the reverse. «Thirty years agomnone
wished to look at the body of a murderer ; now,
ithe desire for knowledge induces many: to over-
~come their prejudices, and not only to look at a
~dead body; but to hunt it out in a dissecting room ;
-and examine all the bumps on the head, and com-
pare the resemblance with the penny wood-cuts
placed: at ‘the head of his dying speech and con-
fession: « The! next step would be to dissect him
themselyes, or at all events to assist at it ; and an
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thinking of the means of destroying Himself. T
contemplation of this always gave him pleasure,
and he one day emphatically expressed himself to
me in the following terms:— You are my exe-
cutor, and if you hear that T have made awday w'i’th i
myself, do not be surprised; there is Hiot a man’ 111
the world would feel himself happier at the ap-
proaching consummation of any object to “which !
his mind’ was intently ‘directed, or his desirds"
excited, than T should at this moment, at thé
thought of destroying myself—it would be to me
the greatest happiness: but T have still sense and
religion enough to resist this propensity, and s
hﬂpe God will still gwe me strength to resist ; II:m1‘;
I am in great fear.” A few months a&erw&t"&s
on waking in the morning, he felt his head was'’
relieved from the central pressure which renderéd
him so miserable ; he thought his death was at
hand, of which this returning sense of health and
comfort was the forerunner, and he awaited its
approach with thankfulness and resignation.
Finding it did not take place, and the feeling of
renovated ‘health continuing, he got up, dressed”
himself, and, to the surprise of all his friends and
acquaintances, seemed a pe;-fect]y different man.
Fromi 4- silent 'melancholy person he became a
very loquacious visitor; those who had known'
him in his youth, said it was his natural dispo-
sition, and that he was himself again. This con-
tinued for 'about a ‘year, when an accidental
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sected. The Report of the Committee treats this
matter in a proper point of view, with one excep-
tion. It is, that the bodies of certain poor only
should be taken for such purposes, and not of the
whole. Poverty is a misfortune which does not
place the unfortunate sufferer without the pale of
human kindness and feeling ; it befals many, who .
at former periods of their lives have lived in com-
fort and respectability, if not in happiness. It
may occur that many persons (and I have known
several so situated) become chargeable to the public,
and die in a workhouse, without friends to bury
them, whose feelings for a period before their death
. would be embittered, by the thought that they were,
on that account, to be delivered over for dissection.
I have been told, that the giving up the bodies of
criminals for dissection is an additional punishment,
almost beyond the law, and after death; which I
admit most readily : but, I ask in return, whether
this proposed dissection of persons who die poor is
not also a punishment, if dissection be a punish-
ment, and one of a worse description, because it is
for no fault but poverty—in many instances, a vir-
tuous and honourable poverty, the result, perhaps,
of unavoidable misfortunes, and of old age, but not
of crime. The public good requires it, will be the
answer ; and I again admit the reply: but justice
is to be observed, even in the demands of the
public ; and where is the justice in taking the body
of a poor person, solely because it is the body of a
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nothing about it; and there are others again who,
distressed or in misery, take refuge in these
asylums without a thought on the subject. When-
ever a poor person, in a workhouse, saves a sum
sufficient to provide for his interment, it shculd be
faithfully applied to that purpose. When a poor
person, who has maintained a respectable charac-
ter during life, expresses a wish on the subject to
the proper authorities of the workhouse, it ought
to be honestly complied with. A certain degree
of discretion and power must be conceded on this
point, and at first it may be abused ; but after a
little time, the authorities, who may have been
inclined to evade the delivery of the bodies, will
gradually yield, when they see the matter legalised,
and acted upon generally. Perhaps, too, a greater
willingness will arise from the saving resulting
therefrom to the parish : and if this did not place
things on a proper footing, a return made quar-
terly would soon prove the fact; and any two or
three fmlice magistrates, on an information being
lodged, might easily make the evasion of the law
clear to the Secretary of State for the Home
Department.

The number of bodies said to be required for
the schools of anatomy in London alone, may, at
first sight, appear so great, as to raise a doubt as
to the possibility of supplying them by the means
indicated ; but a little investigation will show,
that a much smaller number will suffice. In a
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anatomist of the first class, when there should be
no limit to his study and to his dissections. The
performance of surgical operations mneed not
interfere with the subsequent dissection of the
parts; indeed, little advantage will be derived
from having performed an' operation on a dead
body, unless the parts are dissected afterwards,
in order that the student may see what he has cut,
and what he ought to avoid. 1If subjects are too
easily procured, they will not bhe sufficiently
valued, and this kind of dissection, as well as
others more minute, will be neglected. The same
thing holds good as to the sum paid for them;
too low will be almost as detrimental as too high a
pI:ice, to minute anatomy. When the price is
very high, every part is minutely and most care-
fully dissected : when too low, it is despised,
and thrown away for the slightest cause. To
maintain the respectability of the profession,
education should not be in any peint too cheap,
and the current price of thirty years ago, when
there was mno scarcity, cannot be considered
unreasonable at the present fime.

If, by the means which I have now pointed out,
a regular and sufficient supply of dead bedies, in
an authorised manner, were (as I believe it would
‘be) ensured ; the advantages: resulting to the
public would be, the abolition of the practice of
stealing dead bodiés, ‘and the extinction of the
class of resurrection men. It is unnecessary to
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know; that:the dealing in dead: bodies gives an
opportunity of committing murder with impunity.
The safe disposal of the body of a murdered person
is the most difficult part of the crime to accom-
plish. . The body more often leads to the
discovery, and the consequent conviction and
punishment of the murderers, than any thing else;
but if the ruffians who commit the crime connect
themselves with all, or even one of a gang of
resurrection men, the body could always be dis-
posed of with perfect safety. Has death taken
place by suffocation, or has the throat been eut?
They have only to say it is the body of a suicide
taken from a burial-ground in the country. The
servant of the teacher of anatomy (who is in
general one of the same class of persons) is too
happy to get it at a cheap rate to make much
inquiry; and if death took place by poisoning,
with few or no outward marks of violence, inquiry
would not be thought of. The eccupation of the
resurrection man is a most fertile source of
horrible villainy, and the welfare and safety of
the public imperiously demand that it should
be put down. There is not the slightest difficulty
in doing it. Let the regular supply of bodies for
dissection be duly organised under proper autho-
rities, and no one would purchase from these
persons: on the contrary, they would always be
delivered up for punishment; and a residence in







" I < il
i
¥ )







30

at the same time, may cause objections to be raised,
fatal to its success.

The schools of anatomy in Paris are, under the
orders “of the administration, charged with the
direction of hospitals, which are all supported and
regulated by the Government. In London they
are all, on the contrary, under the direction of the
individuals who contribute to their support. An-
other source, therefore, for regulating the schools
of anatomy and the supply of dead bodies must be
sought for in London; and it has been suggested
that a director of anatomical studies, or a person
under some such title, might be appointed for that
purpose. The slightest consideration will suffice to
show, that when bodies are to be supplied by, and
to, many different people, some regulations must be
adopted, and some competent person appointed to
see them properly and duly executed. It appears
to me, that the Council of the College of Surgeons,
which has already the superintendance of the dis-
section of criminals, is the proper public body to
superintend the arrangement, under the Secretary
of State for the Home Department; and the
Secretary, or other officer the College may appoint,
the proper person to carry the immediate regula-
tions into execution.

The following plan is proposed under this sys-
tem, and I would recommend the supply of dead
bodies for public dissection to be derived from the
following sources :—
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qudrterly, to'the Secretaryrof State for theoHdme
Departinetit) onvevery pointsgonnoétedbwith this
stibjeet2ddd 19baw bezoqoiq sk 2tnemenmste womi
08, Thes futieral sérvice!otar beroread lover <all
bodies (unless forbidden! by law), defore delivery
Foroapseetibnoesllod levofl ot %o fisnuoD odT
bew) Hiegalising €lie“salérwf acdeadobody by the
friends of theé'decensed, ‘after itohds eeni viewed
in theo usual’“manner | by ithepariste or’ other
BhHOHEFER, T1ove goivise vot yhast od oF Jademuea
91 107 "Phe 'Council ‘of the Royal €allese ofSur=
BEBnSfin“miking roulations for! thepropet distriz
biition 6 the Dodieso placed atd theite disposali it
find a proper eemétery in variousoparishgchurchs
yards*for the interment of réiiaing afterrdisséetion ;
And'the Council of the College torheratthorised to
makeé gach' charge for each hody astmay!belcon:
sidered proper; subject tootheiapprovalofithe
SécrataryoF State for the Home Departmérit. E |
20510 AW ininor regulatibns of: arrangement an
détailmade by the Council of the H@al’ﬂiﬂiag@@f
Surgeons, and approved by the Secretary of:State
for e Tome! Depattiient, tb bedbinding lonthe
different’ personsiteoncerned.r 3 Penaltyilotwenty

Ghds  (islorooe add mot 156Ms d6ild od bovies
119, Hiery dispute whiclomayoccur; andievery
Sffehéd to  which alpenaltylis attached] to be settled
by information laid in the usual'manner, before any
three police magistrates of the division in which
the offence has been committed; and whose deci-
sion shall be final.
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~voleiordeni gooenaliles the seerétany of tliél college
tosact with/the necessany: precision;; the keepers of
graols; hulks; and "penitentiaries;; or! other : prisons,
‘andthe masters:or:gavernors:of workhouses,and
temporary or floating hospitals, should:she directed,
amiderscertainifpenalties,  tordnforin - the- steretary,
-orofficer-appointed by thercollege; when aipérson
adies,) who -ischyothevprecedingilaws ordered i tq:be
siven overiforidisseetionsand’ it cwill: beshe daty
wf thesecretany or other officér of thezedllegesito
signify’inb returnat what cheur thécbody! wilki be
- sentofor. oPrinted forms!of communication iteche
AHurnished) by the college; andi-letters (all' paididy
‘the college) torbe sentiwithin: twenty=four -hours:q
~moTeachersrof ariatomy totransmit levery Monday
anorning ! to-the ssecretary,or proper officernoflthe
ccollege; a vetiirn ofithe/mumber of studentsawishing
todissect 3 and of! thei probable sminiberofdhddies
required during the week,—atirthe) sainerithme; a
return of the nmumber received during the past
week, and the sum due for them, at the price
fixed. Practitioners, not being teachers, wishing
to have a body for dissection, to communicate in a
-similar manner, their réquest being submitted for
the approval of the president or vice-presidents.
Under regulations something resembling the
above, all the schools of anatomy may be amply
supplied. No offence to public decency will in
any case take place. The public will scarcely be

T b hainlt®

aware of the circumstance, and.the feelings of. no
















