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the natural operations of disease, or if it has been has-
tened by any rude act. This inquiry, primary, and im-
portant as it really is, and as our'laws have wisely made
it, can be executed only by those who infimately under-
stand the laws of the animal economy, and are profoundly
acquainted with the numerous urgané and functions of
the human constitution,—with the different states in which
they appear during health and disease, during life and
death. Hitherto the inquiry is strictly medical, and the
requisite information is afforded by anatomy, pathology,
and surgery. By negligence, self-design, or guilt, destruc-
tion of life is frequently effected by drugs and poisons; of
which the Coroner’s inquiry can only be efficiently and
justly prosecuted by discovering the nature and properties
of destructive substances, and their effects on living bodies.
This part of the inquiry is also strictly medical, and can
only be attained by the aid of materia medica, chemistry,
and toxocology. The various branches of a difficult,
learned, and deeply interesting science, requiring years of
labour and study fully to comprehend, are embraced in the
elucidation of these questions, and are absolufely neces-
sary to forward the ends of justice.

Having now ascertained the first principles governing
this Court, the object will be to find a class of society who
can best reduce these to practice, and carry them fully
into operation.

Is a lawyer, whose business cramps his mind, in the
study and perversion of precedents, acts of Parliament,
judges’ versions of them, and in mechanically copying
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medical practitioners qualified by their education, practice,
habits and thoughts, which are obliged to be constantly
directed towards medical knowledge, are comprised in this
class,—They, alone, are able to carry into effect the in-
tentions of the law, as Coroners,—the presiding and
recording inquirers ; to take every advantage of this “ view
of the body,” to discover suspicious and unnatural ap-
pearances and the necessity of obtaining the aid of a
scientific witness to prosecute the inquiry, and to know
that he performs his duty ably and properly for the benefit
of the jurors—the deciding ingquirers.

An objection, deceptive without the merit of plausibility,
may be offered against the absolute necessity of appointing
Medical Coroners. ¢ These inquiries, important and ne-
cessary as they must be admitted, can be obtained from a
medical witness.” A Coroner is present at every inquest;
a medical witness sees very few of them, and at the ma-
jority of these few, the assistance of a medical practitioner
is, according to the present practice, required only on
account of some glaring suspicion, or strong communica-
tion, which stupidity itself could not overlook. Are the
great majority of deaths on which inquests are taken, and
the cause of which are unenlightened by medical wit-
nesses, invariably unattended with suspicious circum-
stances? A great number of sudden deaths, requiring
inquests, are suspicious, and a medical Coroner, who, by
the nature of his profession, is best acquainted with the
causes and appearances of death is enabled at once lo
decide on the truth or falsity of these suspicions, and on
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with the greatest prospect of arriving at a correct con-
clusion, the Coroner should possess sufficient knowledge
to analyze the whole evidence from medical and unpro-
fessional witnesses; to point outits validity or the degree of
credit due toit, and its discrepances : to seize and connect
all the different strong points of the testimony; and to
question on matters which very frequently demand a
profound acquaintance with anatomy, surgery, chemistry,
and with the nature and effects of deleterious substances.
This duty of an inquest can only be executed by a
medical Coroner; otherwise justice will be frequently
frustrated.

General truths acquire additional force by the illus-
tration of example; and the inability of non-medical
Coroners to estimate the validity of evidence, and con-
duct an examination relating to scientific questions on
death, is shown by the “cask of the unfortunate Eliza
Jennings. It was stated that the knife, which was a steel
one, and which she had used to cut a pudding, was made
black by that act, and that, therefore, the pudding con-
tained a combination of arsenic. This, too, was asserted
by a medical witness, and was the strongest evidence
against her; but this combination of arsenic could not
blacken steel. The Coroner knew not this chemical fact,
and could not therefore discover the necessity of other
and better evidence on this point, nor explain to the jury
the value at which it should be estimated. The non-
medical Coroner knew not the error or truth of the opinion,
on the blackening of steel by this preparation of arsenic.”
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property; without intention; by and of officers and others.
The inquiry can be made, and the evidence duly appre-
ciated, properly extracted, and fairly stated, in the majority
of cases, without medical or legal information. In the
minority, some degree of legal knowledge is required to be
sometimes explained for the guidance of the jury: as, for ex-
ample, killing by officers. The manner, however, in which
this has been conducted by Attorney-Coroners reflects little
credit; for the blood shed at Peterloo cries not in favour
of the Oldham inquest. The legal part, confined and
narrow, is taught to the medical profession in a system
of medical jurisprudence; and the legal distinctions are,
so far as a Coroner’s inquiry is concerned, in general,
only nice applications of general principles, which often-
times command our admiration at the clearness, justness,
and acuteness of the understanding of the judge who ob-
served them. The legal inquiries of the Coroner’s Court
are not obscured with difficulties of law, which are, as
they ought to be, few and simple. These remarks ave ap-
plicable to all kinds of homicide, and medical ability is not
unusually required to discover the real or unreal mental
legality (if I may so express it) of the offender.

The last division, which I shall concisely examine, refers
to the culpable agent or instrument. Besides discovering
the offenders, it involves the consideration of their degree
of guilt, as principal, aider or abettor, and accessory before
the fact ; and of his legal capacity to commit crime. The
first portion embraces mostly matters of fact and some
slight legal information; and the second, to ascertain and















