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adult subject.”—Whether the information is cor-
rect, or whether it is a libel upon you, I cannot
determine ; I hope, however, for your own sake,
that you have not offered so gross an insult to the
known feelings of the nation at large, upon a point
in which every oné feels ‘concerned, and upon
which all minds have been anxiously dwelling, on
account of the many disgusting instances the pub-
lic prints have- of late recorded of attempts to
STEAL THE BODIES OF THE DEAD for the use of
professors and students of anatomy. You may,
perhaps, call it a vulgar prejudice; be it so;
no name can lessen the horror every | man,
alive to the feelings of man, must experience
on hearing of such revolting acts; of atroci-
ties alike the shame of a civilized age, and a
moral country, as of the persons who encourage
the base and detestable traffic; I am willing to
believe that you are actuated by a wish to encou-
rﬂgﬂ.’ﬁﬂht.mni‘cal researches for the benefit of man-
kind, and that your known zeal in:your. proféssion
induces you for the good of your pupils, te wish that
the dissecting room may be plentifully supplied with
“ adult subjects : ” but ‘why violate the sanctuary
‘of the dead ? why encourage’ the most impious of
thefts ? why tear up from the howels of (the earth
the bodies of those of whonvit has pleased an all
wise and merciful God to recall: the souls? | ‘Axe
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the humble graves of the mechanic or of the
pauper, or the more costly tombs of the rich and
the noble, less sacred and ‘less worthy of protec<
tion than their more worldly dwellings? No, Sir;’
the earth in which we are doomed. to rest should
remain unbroken and unmolested, and the dead
should be as much protected by the laws of the
land, as the living. It‘is not so now, for there is
no security for the dead, and they are liable to be:
dug up by the impious hands of ‘resurrection men,
until sheltered from outrage by the gradual decay
to which all nature is sooner or later subject. =

Tt is not long, since the public gave a pretty de-

cided proof of their feelings respecting the sanctity
of the grave, and their respect for the dead, in the
memorable struggle for the introduction of iron
coffins, and it is well known that had government
meddled in ‘a manner to make it appear that the
legislature were willing to protect the violators of
the tomb, troubles of a most serious nature would
have followed ; for the lower classes, who are not
to be argued into the necessity of so much dissec-
tion, and who do not relish the idea of serving as
subjects for the knife of the dissector, would have
risen in favour of any plan likely to secure the
bodies of their friends from the justly abhorred
practice.,. ' 20
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~'The public mind is far from being tranquillized,
and circumstances daily conspire to revive the
hatred and abomination in which the lower classes
hold the prevailing rage for dissection. An affair
which occurred a few weeks ago, in a disgraceful
bargain between a surgeon and his patient for an
unborn child, naturally inspired all classes of so-
ciety with a belief, that the poor are often called
upon to pay for medical assistance in the same
horrible manner, and revolting as it is, have no
alternative between the heart-rending bargain and
‘being abandoned to their fate in the perilous hour
of labour. To the honour of the profession in
general, it must be owned, that the respectable
members of it are generally willing to visit and
assist the poor; but some of the needier practi-
tioners who have their bread to get, and who have
perhaps but just left the dissection table, are
anxious to become more perfect in the art, and
sometimes are not over scrupulous by what means
théy obtain a subject upon which they may keep
themselves in practice. If it is not owing to some
clandestine contrivance of the kind, how is it that
“ some of the dissecting rooms are absolutely with-
out an adult subject.” If bodies are stolen from
public burial grounds, adults must be as easily pro-
cured as infants, and if there is a scavcity of the
former, there must be some secret means by which
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recourse is had  to artificial subjects, which miglit
for a considerable portion of the time. allotted' to
anatommal studies prove as efficacious as natural
0nes; no encouragement is given for. the formation
of perfect models of wax, which may be made to
such an:astonishing degree of perfection, that it re-
quires the eye of a professor to make the distinction
between the natural and artificial. You. have
doubtless seen or heard of the celebrated Museum
of Anatomy at Vienna, in which numbers of the
most difficult surgical operafions are wonderfully
represented. Surely pupils might make their pre-
paratory : studies upon such subjects, and!might
gain so large a stock of information as would ren-
der them the'better calculated to attend occasional
demonstrations upon natural subjjects. They might
from time to time ‘practise upoﬁ_ the latter, and
perfect 'themselves in the knowledge which they
might have acquired in their earlier and less I'E‘Fﬂlt-
mg' studles. Uy oW : ' '

Ib 1§ not of an. mcreasmg scarcity nf natural sub-
jects that the faculty arve to complain, but rather,
of the extraordinary .increase of students since the
restoration of peace ¢ when, turned from following
military pursuits, they are sent from school to learn,
and afterwards exercise the profession of surgeons,
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it would in-a great ineasure tend to léssen the' fre=
quent commission of the erimeé, and'be’ a ‘greater
bar to it than the power of morality and: réligion
seem able to oppose. Who can without concern
hear of the increasing number of - misguided
wretches, who prefer laying violent hands upon the
life; which is given them in trust, to making' a cou-
rageous stand against adversity, disappointment,
and sorrow ? 'The act requires liftle comment in a
religious point of view,’ for morally speaking, the
murder of one’s self, or of another,’amounts to one
and the same thing, and will not bear the shadow
of distinction, unléss it i§ that suicide is ah aggra-
vation of guilt, because the murderer puts himself
beyond the reach of thélaw, and moreover, has no
opportunity to make his peace with 'his offended
God. The crime has acquired a degree of sanc-
tion by the common verdict of * Lunacy;” but it
is folly to suppose, that 'self-destruction is'so pecu-
Har to the afflicting malady ; and should it even be
argued that if is ove of its prominent features; it
does not come on so suddenly but that the friends
and relatives of the patient must nine times out of
ten have warning to provide for his safety.” We
have seéen ‘by numberless recent. cases of persons
thwarted in the act,’ or snatched from the very
jaws of - dedth, that the attempted suicides were the
effect of despondency, arising from various causes,
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losihgs or to end their existence ? and of those de«
luded wretches whao purchase poisonr and take it
after’having' wound ‘up: their minds' to the guilty’
act? "What is tb be said of such persons? And
without a doubt, such melancholy cases have uﬁen
come: under your observation. |

.1 may be aﬂcuse& 'Ef ‘a weak mind,  when [ de-
clare that my last moments would be full of misery
if I'thought that my-remains would beminced at
the will of a host of anatomical students, 'and 'that
my flesh severed from my bones would be ecust,
God!knows where, perhaps pell-mell’ with the
mangled reniains of: an exeduted murderer. Yet
I will venture to sdy;that T am but one of millions
who feel in the same way, and who 'have as little
anxiety of bemg made the subJect éf surglcal crl-

tams*m. il 1ol

A distinction should in justice he made between
those' who do and those who do not deserve degra-
dation after death. The remains of him who has
been a worthy member of society and who did not
énd his life by the detestable act of self destruc-
tion, ought to rest in peace, respected and undis-
turbed; and let the remains of the murderer, whe-
ther murderer of himself, or of any: fellow creature,
be made over to the dissecting room for the pur-
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i/ your ‘advérsity, and repaid you so richly for
your fatigues and labours; think that such a heart
should be torn from her breast and hacked a thou-
sand ways ‘at ' the will and’ mercy of your pupil!
Behold those arms which so fondly hung about
you at the very hour'of 'death; and which in their
last embrace seemed to claim protection in an un-
molested grave; no longer respected, because 1o
more alive; dismembered, and perhaps the very
last'drop of blood that so little time ago gave them
strength to cling about your neck, whilst the faul-
tering tongue bade you a last farewell, shed, and
left to run from those sacred veins, down the pipe
of 'the dissecting table into the common ‘cesspool.
Those eyes too; at whose last ‘lingering look you
stood trembling with the agoniés of an almost
breaking heatt § cut out of their once graceful lids,
and fingered with unmoved ecarelessness.  See,
that bosom, once your pride and glory, the life’s
spring of your infant, the guardian of your joys and
woes; mnow dissected, and when done with,
cast'away ! Those lips ' of ‘which the touch would
‘convey ‘the thrill of extasy to your very soul, niow
disfigured and rejected.’ 'Could you bear a sight
s0'dreadful’? © Could you stand a patient witness
to'sueh tintholy carnage?  No, Sir, you would for-
wet yourerrand, you would in the agony of your
heart curse the authors of such a barbarous scene,
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and would be-content to seek less criminal means
of bettering :their condition. No.one knows how
far the suicide betéers himself; for hé dies with all
his iniquities upon his head, and must have 4 long
reckoning to make up,—Did he but think one
moment of futurity, he would' fall prostrate upon
his knees, and beg furgweness df his - fmsulted
Maker: - Loui2 od wvion o, blo

? _L_;I-.,dﬁip;mt believe that a person of your abilities
and good understanding would ever have coms-
mitted himself so far, as to write to any of his
Majesty’s ministers, begging the REPEAL ” of
the late act of Parliament, for the punishment of
xesurrection men ; and 1:do not, therefore, take
the Iibgrty:tq,,addrﬂsﬂ.- you in. the languagé of re-
‘monstrance, which, however, I would not scruple
to.do, if I thought it bﬂssihle that-you would offer
such an insult 'to the feelings and. morals. of the
country ; for, the stealing of dead bodiesicannot
be less criminal than the stealing of any thing
else ; and pleading for the repeal of a law intended
to punish the crime, is boldly advocating the, cause
of the thief, and the legality of the theft. = The po-
sition is severe I own; but it is true, and as such I
cannot; disguise it. . Your reputation as a man of
talent, is known, and has been earned. by long
studies, and . an indefatigable wse of them, for the
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self ; and sacrilege of any kind ought, upon all
occasions, to be punished with the utmost seve-
rity of the law. Those cold blooded midnight
robbers, called ¢ Resurrection Men,” are even a
thousand times more despicable than common
hangmen, and it lowers the dignity of the surgi-
cal profession, that they should avail themselves
of their services. To this the hacknied objection
of “ what are they to do?” will, doubtless, be
opposed ; but I maintain, that though the evil is a
necessary one, it ought to be as much limited as
possible; and that no honourable pursuit warrants
crime. The tombs of the rich are generally too
well secured to leave much fear that their remains
will be visited by sacrilegious thieves; the poor
are oftener the victims, and their slender graves
offer little resistance, and, of course, greater in-
ducements to disinterment. As a philanthropist
I cannot see why the poor should be less protect-
ed than the rich, and why their dead should not be
equally respected and sacred. The wholesome
effects of an act of Parliament must, of course, be
general, and applying to the one as well as to the
other, without preference or distinction ; therefore
the punishment awarded to resurrection men will
in all cases be treated on the same equitable foot-
ing. As a friend of humanity I would rather pe-
tition for an increase, than a decrease of punish-
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would give to the frequent recwrrence of the
crime would save numberless families from sorrow

and disgrace.

I must frankly acknowledge, that my main
object in addressing this letter to you is, to coun-
teract, as far as lies in the power of an humble in-
dividual, the melancholy effects which would fol-
low a compliance with the request which is attri-
buted to you. Should ministers grant that peti-
tion, we may as well save the expense of funerals,
and send our dead relatives to the dissecting-room
at once ; for the number of pupils in anatomy is
so increased, and the fashion of attending anato-
mical demonstratjons so prevalent, that the con-
nivance of government at church-yard robberies
would be followed by the reduction of the price of
bodies, and a superabundant supply of the market.

In these enlightened days ministers will not
cloud the glory of the crown, by an act of wanton
barbarity, and by putting the community to con-
tribution for a portion of their dead : neighbour-
ing countries may not think the practice deroga-
tory ; and God be praised, that it is not the only
point in which we differ from our worthy allies, who,

though very brave and very good sort of people in
their way, are not over nice in their notions of pro-
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and I declare that were I informed that a rela-
tive or friend of mine was torn from his grave,
I would try the question, whether the purchaser
i€ not as liable to punishment as the seller, and
would endeavour, as far as my feeble endeavours
would go, to make such an example as would
somewhat deter the parties from future specula-
tions of the kind. The disgusting traffic of hu-
man flesh is not to be wondered at in Africa and
other uncivilized parts of the world, but that such
a trade should exist in a country like this, is one
of those enormities which cannot be accounted
for, unless it is that we are really not so civilized
as we appear.

I know that many persons think it does not
signify what becomes of the body after death.
The indulgers . of such ideas are not a single de-
gree better than Hottentots, and ought upon their
several final departures journey straight forward
to the dissecting room, or any other such place of
rendezvous, Our bodies have a right to Chris-
tian burial, and it is unquestionably wicked to
remove them for the purpose of degradation and

of gain.

What right have the professors of anatomy to
the bodies of their fellow-creatures? Who has
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would gladly contribute with money and might,
and have no doubt but the increasing scarcity
would make the faculty hit upon some less crimi-
nal expedient, and make Parliament sensible of
the necessity of sentencing suicides to the dissect-
ing-room. - It would be no great matter of regret,
that the difficulty of procuring subjects should
lessen the number of anatomical students, for the
profession is overburdened, and would flourish the
better for less competition. Competition is un-
questionably a spur to perfection, and excites peo-
ple to endeavour to surpass each other; but in the
medical line it may be carried too far, and may
occasion a boldness of practice, which seldom pro-
duces sufficient good to counteract the evil. - No
one can reflect on the vast number of bodies that
must be stolen to meet the demand of such a host
of students as now attend the dissecting-rooms,
without the liveliest emotions of grief and indig-
nation ; and there is no knowing to what extent
the evil will be carried, unless the practice of
stealing the bodies of the dead is more effectually
checked, and unless the faculty are dissuaded
from offering pecuniary temptation, by being made
parties in the theft, and punishable as receivers of

the stolen dead.

I wish it to be clearly understood, that it is
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ble, and arising from a too good opinion of the
morals of the age; but almost daily experience
shows, that it is not the case, and that suicide is
generally the effect of despondency and want of
fortitude. 'We have lately heard of a verdict of
Jelode se ; surely it would have been more rea-
sonable to have given the body to the surgeons
for dissection, than to have driven a stake through
it, and have buried it in a cross road, which could
produce no other good than frightening people’s
horses, and causing them to break their riders’
necks. . The horrible spectacle may have made a
lasting impression upon the few who witnessed it;
but as such a verdict is scarely ever returned, the
awful lesson can have but little effect in preventing
future suicides.

In conclusion, permit me to ask you a few
questions.  Of every hundred unhappy beings
who' are resuscitated by the humane exertions of
the 'faculty, - after attempted suicide, how many
have you ever known make a second attempt
upon their lives ?

- 'When these persons were restored to life, what
was generally their frame of mind? Did they
rave 2—Did they talk incoherently of matters un-
connected with their situation ?—Did they weep
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wife and children; when he applies from friend to
friend without relief; when he is too proud to
beg, and too honest to steal ; when such a man
disappears from home, and commits suicide; what
is it that urges him ;—despair or madness?

When a man becomes the frequenter of gamb-
ling-houses, and having run through his fortune, is
ashamed to show himself amongst his friends, and
puts himself out of the way, by blowing out his
braing, is it proper that a jury should return for
verdict, ¢ Shot himself in a fit of momentary in-
sanity ?

If the honour of families is to be preserved by
the connivance of friends, who may choose to per-
jure themselves through thick and thin, to prove
the existence of previous insanity; and by the
good-nature of juries, who do not like to return a
disgraceful verdict; why should the verdict of felo
de se ever be returned? It would be easy to
name five hundred instances, within these few
years, of persons having richly deserved such a
verdict, and who have nevertheless escaped being
buried with a stake through their bodies.

The questions I have taken the liberty to put
you are tests for the definition of lunacy ; and if
















