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cavity of the thorax, Bearing this most important principle in mind
we shall form some correct idea of the importance of being well
acquainted with the natural mental qualities and propensities of the
individual whose mind is supposed to be . insane. The natural cha-
racter of an individual may be vicious ; - he may. delight in scenes of
debauchery, this is his healthy characteristic, and as such, would
not lead us to suspect the existence of cerebral disease. But if a per-
son whose conduct has always been morally correct and blame-
less, should suddenly manifest depraved - feelings, and delight in
~ their exercise, we may consider it as: presumptive evidence of an
affection of some part of the brain, which may lead to confirmed
madness. :

In the slow inisidious chronic affections of the brain, the first
symptoms are frequently indicated by some sudden and un=
accountable change in the individval’s usval mode of thinking
and acting, which is frequently attributed to some external eir-
cumstance as a cause. In an -individual predisposed to insanity
either by being born of parents who have been afflicted with
the disease, or in consequence of a particular part of the brain
being inordinately developed, and thereby more liable to exces-
sive action, any great perturbation of mind, or long continned
abdominal derangement, may give rise to mental disease, and that
malady commences in some alteration inthe temper and disposition
of the person, which is seldom or ever noticed. An individual so
circumstanced, is frequently conscious that his mind is going,
and that heis on the brink of insanity. |

How leautifully has Shakespeare described this fact in' the cha-
racter and  insanity of King Lear. The king after having suffered
from a paroxyism of passion, produced by his daughter’s ingrati-
tude, begins to grow composed: and incapable of connecting his
ideas, he exclaims,

“My wits begin to tarn,”

Thus showing that he was conseious of the fearful approach of his
mental derangement. In order successfully to combat with disease of
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for peculiarities of character and idiosyncrasies of thought and feel-
ing, though they cannot be considered insane.

It is sometimes very difficult to draw a correct line of distinction
between eccentricity and actual insanity. Dr. Conolly divides eccen-
tricity into two species; Ist, That in which the departure from
custom is plainly repugnant to reason: 2d, Where it is apparently
reasonable. ““ I knew a man,” says Dr. C. * who spent his days
in bed, and who invariably sat upat night ;" this was eccentricity,
repugnant to reason. Butif a man wear a white linen coat in
July, and a broad brimmed hat of light manufacture, it may be that
the coat and hat are cooler, and therefore better than the coats
and hats generally worn ; here is an appearance of reason.”” This
distintinetion can be of no practical use. A man may lie in bed all
day to avoid his creditors, and indulge in nocturnal peregrinations for
the sake of exercise, in which cases his conduct would by no means
be repugnant to reason. On the other hand, I should not
call a man eccentric for wearing a white coat during the hot
month of July, or a broad brimmed hat to protect him from the
effects of the sun; because it 1s a custom almost universally
adopted in hot climates. Another writer on this subject, Dr.
Gooch, observes, that ¢ the errors of the eccentric, are the result
of long habits, continued for a great part of their lives, and
fabricated by slow and almost imperceptible degrees, while the errors
of the insane spring up suddenly withia a few weeks. The patient
has suffered some mental agitation ; has received a blow on the
head; has been lying in; or is recovering from fever; the mind
bhecomes confused and hurried, and in a few weeks there arises the
wildest and most absurd belief."

There are many kinds of eccentricity or mental peculiarity which
do not amount to insanity, in its legal signification, and which
do not incapacitate an individval from superintending the manage-
ment of his domestic or pecuniary affairs, he still retaining the
power of distinguishing between right and wrong. It is record-
ed that DMezerai, the famous historian used to study and write
by candle light at noon day in summer.  On this point he
certainly wasa little cracked 5 but on subjects connected with
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literature and the fine arts, he exhibited a judgment most cor-
rect, and a mind rich with the gems of knowledge. Tt is re-
corded of Smart, that he used to fall upon his knees in the street
to say his prayers. For this his friend Dr. Johnson pronounced him
mad.

A gentleman, says Dr. Conelly, residing in a part of the country
with which I am well acquainted, easy in his circumstances, and
not unhappy in his family, conceived an aversion to interchange
a word with any body whatever, He would avoid people whom
he saw approaching, or leave the room when they entered it. He
generally had his hands clasped before him, and used to deal ‘in
short exclamations, such as, ¢ Lord have mercy upon me! What
a wicked world this is "’ and so forth ; Yet this man, when circum-
stances compelled him into conversation, wanted none of the pow-
ers, and had lost none of the information requisite for perform-
g his part in it with credit  This species of eccentricity ap-
pears to have arisen from a morbid condition of the organ of
conscientiousness.  D'lsraeli relates an instance of a prince of
Bourbon, who imagined himself dead, and refused to eat. To
prevent his dying of starvation two persons were introduced to
him in the character of illustrious dead like himself, and they
invited him, after some conversation respecting the world of shade,
to dine with another distinguished, but deceased person. The
prince accepted this polite invitation, and made a very hearty dinner.
Every day whilst this fancy prevailed, it was necessary to invite him
to the table of some ghost of rank and reputation; Yet in the other
affairs of life, the prince was not incapacitated from attending
to his own interests.  This is a good specimen of what in
technical language is called monomania, or derangement on one
point, or as Hazlett, the wilty author of the **TableTalk,” calls those
affected by it, <Men of one idea”” How many individuals do we
daily come into collision with of whose mind some one notion
or idea has obtained undue possession ; this one idea follows
them, as Cicero says of study, into the country, it stays with them at
home, it sits with them at breakfast, and goes out with them to din-
ner ; *“Iwish,"” said Dr, Johnson rebuking Boswell for the zeal into
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