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and sulphate of copper has been found serviceable
in croup.* Creosote, discovered in the preceding
year, has been applied to many maladies, but has
not, it appears, gained much ground as a remedy.
The most powerful medicines, digitalis{ and nux-
vomica,} have been advised under fresh indications.
Dr. Stokes has shewn the benefit of chloride of so-
dinm in certain cases of fever;§ and broom-seed,||
and other vegetable substances,¥ have been arrayed
against dropsy.

The hydrated per-oxyd of iron, first named about
two years ago** as an antidote to the arsenious acid,
has since gained the support of several experimental-
ists for its certain efficacy, provided it be administered
soon after the poison has been taken, and before
constitutional symptoms have arisen.t1 Even where

* Hufeland and Osann’s Journal der practischen Heilkunde, August,
1835, p. 38.—The dose is from one-eighth to half-a-grain, dissolved in
water.

t A teazpoonful of a strong infusion of digitalis, given every two
hours, cured five cases of delirinm tremens out of seven ; as soon as
symptoms of narcotism appeared, recovery ensued.— London Medical
Guazette, vol. XVI. p. 768.

T From three to ten drops of a tincture of this substance is said
to cure prolapsus ani in children.

§ Dublin Journal of Medical and Chemical Seience, vol. VIII. p. 136.

|| Observations on Broom-Seed in Dropsical Affections, by R. Pearson,
M.D. London, 1835.

SI The Ballota lanata is frequently used in Siberia for the cure of
dropsy.—See Antologia Medica, Febbrajo, 1835 ; also, British and Fo«
reign Medical Review, vol, 1. p. 566.

** Das Eisen-Oaxyd-Hydrat, ein Gegengift der Arsenigen Saiive, von
Bunsen and Berthold.  Gittingen, 1834.

T In a case where a dram and a half of white arsenic had been taken,
the antidote was administered in twenty minutes, and all dangerous
symptoms prevented.—Geoffroy in Journal de Med. et de Chir. pratiques,
Septembre, 1835.—The power of the antidote is proved by experi-
ments on animals, but its action is said to be void when employed after
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book of medicine and surgery, it would prove a
very interesting annual both to the public and to
the profession.

In turning to the next division of this address, I
cannot refrain from expressing my conviction, that
at some future, and, perhaps, not very distant period,
when prejudice shall have given way to improve-
ment, and our Institutions shall have been placed
on the best footing for the public welfare, it will
appear, in the retrospect, an anomalous state of
things, to find that midwifery is so unreasonably
depreciated in this couutry as not to be made the
subject of a scrutinizing exainination, and that
those gentlemen who practise it are regarded as fit
only for a secondary station in the profession. The
finest examples of physiological illustration are pre-
sented during utero-gestation ; the most stupendous
diseases are also met with during this condition ;
whilst the process of delivery, independently of its
implicating two lives, and being undeniably one of
the grandest operations in the human frame, is at-
tended often by the most dangerous complications,
such as call forth all the eunergies and rack the
keenest feelings of the most powerfully-minded
practitioner., Having offered these expressions in
justice to so many of the present assembly, and in
great deference to all, 1 beg to append a notice of
some of the recent contributions to our knowledge
of the physiology and discases of the uterine sys-
tem, and of obstetrical practice. We shall not fail
to find the last department most successfully culti-
vated, and the greatest exploits performed in it,




























































































































