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«“ The author has been informed that some readers

the Dialogue between a Bilious Patient and a Phyj-
*";cmn; have ascribed to Inm the intention of depreciating

medicines and the art of medicine. He therefore takes

the opportunity afforded by the publication of a new
edition, to state that nothing could be further {rom lkis
_ind than such an intention, and that in the Dialogue
between a Bilious Patient and a Physician he has no
ther object in view, than to show that the habitual use
of purgatives is injurious to health, and that the diseases
mmﬂnly denominated mnervous and bilious ecannot be
- ed by those medicines, nor indeed by any medicines
hatever, but solely by avoiding the causes from which

u%L. dlseasw sprmﬁ. The ﬂ,uﬂmr 110]:-9*?». that lhis

'ence, and a full conviction nf the usefulness of pur-
.twe medicines, when skilfully applied in those cases
disease in which it is proper to apply them ; and he

els assured, that in attempting to correct, as far as in
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his power, a great medical abuse, he is doing that whic
not only will not diminish, but, on the contrary, wi
increase and promote a rational confidence in the healir:
art ; that rational confidence both in medicines and ma
dical advice, which, so far as the author has observe
is always entertained by well informed persons, am
which 1s equally remote from the blind faith whic
ascribes almost miraculous power to medicine, and fi
the suspicious scepticism which denies it all pf:
whatever. o

“ Another objection has been made to the Diafa;é
between a Bilious Patient and a Physician.—It v
been said, that the author should have used a le
popular form of writing, and that he should ha
addressed himself to physicians, not to the publi
To this objection the author replies that it was nec
sary to use popular language, and to address hims
to the public, because the abuse which he snughi‘:‘
correct, although originating in the first insta-nceﬁl
physicians, had spread from them to the public, and h
become popular, and therefore could not be corree
through the medium of a treatise writtegein technie
language and addressed to physicians.

“ The author begs to add, that this edition does n
materially differ from the former, the alterations whic
have been made consisting only of a few verbal co!

rections.—Preface to the Second Edition.
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