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only, however, to those who are entering on the medical
profession, but to those who, having worn off the novelty,
are anticipating struggles with those that they day by day
come to look upon as sworn tormentors, and who are work-
ing now because they must work, the annual address
comes as a spur, perchance a warning.

So far, then, as the beginners and younger students are
concerned, I can at least see that no harm is likely to come
to them from listening to an “Introductory,” but rather,
good. Tt should not be forgotten by those who advocate
the abolition of our custom, that, though they are no
longer susceptible to the influence of words of welcome,
of encouragement, and advice, the boy from school, half
bewildered by his novel surroundings and responsibilities,
frequently values such help ; and the man who enters on
the study of our profession after a college life at one of
our Universities is in a wholly different mental attitude
from the great majority of our first year’s men. Within fair
and legitimate limits T am of opinion that all means which
may tend to advance the dignity of our calling in the eyes
of our students are worthy to be pursued by us their
teachers. Compared with other professions ours is
singularly free from ceremonial. I'do not think we can
afford to lose the little we possess,

In later years the sense of necessity to work of the
full-fledged student, which succeeded the enthusiasm of the
freshman, in its turn gives way to the pride in his school
of the practitioner, and, in the fulness of that justifiable
pride, he betakes him to his alma mater on the 1st of
October, often at a sacrifice to himself, to listen once more
to some old teacher, or see what manner of man may be
some new one. To such an one any advantage that the
“ Introductory” may offer is doubtless, in great part, a
sentimental one ; not, however, wholly despicable on that
account. Not a little of the prosperity of a school depends

on its old students, whether for recommending fresh ones,
A 2
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‘be expected that they should ; and, so far as regards the
majority, they attend their first lectures in a state of con-
siderable bewildermeunt as to what it all means, This is
not very promising,. Now let us see how long he gives
himself to master the huge mass of work before him, and
how he “gets it up.” Here we come upon the outside
influence that I spoke of above—ihe Examinations.

For our present purpose it will be sufficient to consider
the Membership of the Royal College of Surgeons of
England, the qualification which is most generally taken.
To obtain that, the student must have passed a preliminary
examination in English, Classics, and Mathematics, be 21
years of age, have completed four years of professional
study, and pass two examinations, It is with this period
of study and the examinations that we are now concerned.
What actually does the four years of professional study
mean ! Each academical year consists, in this city, of
nominally nine months, six of which constitute the Winter
Session—from now till the end of March ; whilst May,
June, and July form the Summer Session. Since, as a
matter of fact, the lectures do mnot begin punctually
to time, and usually terminate from ten to fourteen
days before the end of the months of March and
July, to allow for class examinations, &ec., and sub-
tracting, also, another ten to fourteen days for Christmas
vacation, we have the original nine months considerably
curtailed. As a rule, in the Metropolitan Schools there
are not more than three or four lectures a week, of an
hour each, on any subject, so that seventy-five is about the
average number of lectures delivered even in our longest
courses. In several of the subjects, attendance for two
gessions is compulsory, and in such subjects it is not
unusual to find them divided into halves, one for each
gession. It is exceptional for a student to attend more
than three lectures daily, and a corresponding time given
to the dissecting-room, ward, or laboratory makes up his
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sections during two anatomical seasons ; the anatomical
seasons corresponding to our winter sessions, and com-
prising at least 140 lectures on anatomy and physiology,
ocecupying not less than one hour each, and at least one
hundred demonstrations of like duration given in a
similar manner, exclusive of dissections of which distinct
certificates are required ; 4. Of having attended two
courses of surgery delivered in two distinct seasons, each
course to consist of not less than sixty lectures; 5. Of
having attended lectures on the practice of physie, on
chemistry, and on midwifery during six months, and on
botany and materia medica during three months; 6. Of
having attended during twelve months the surgical prac-
tice of a recognised hospital in London, Dublin, Edin-
burgh, Glasgow, or Aberdeen, or for six months in any
one of such hospitals, and twelve months in any recog-
nised provinecial hospital. On comparing this with the
present requirements we are amazed to find that forty
years ago one year more of time was to be spent in acquir-
ing professional knowledge before the diploma could be
obtained than has tp.be so passed now, at the pre-
sent day, when in each subject of study the work is more
than doubled and several fresh subjects have been intro-
duced. The improved means of education at our com-
mand, and the higher intellectual calibre of the students,
may do something to amend this great discrepancy ; but L
will not admit that they can do all, and we are left with
the fact that with enormously increased work to be done
less time is given to do it in. Were it necessary, I might
compare each of the requirements in detail, and the total
result would go to show that the work must have been
more thorough then than it can possibly be now. Further
than this,a recent regulation of the same College of Surgeons
has had the practical effect of still further shortening the
period of systematic study—I mean by its compelling
the attendance of first year’s men in the surgeons’ out-






23

period at which they oceur, thereby shortening the period
of study with all its attendant ills. Did time permit, I
might, T think, show that the quality of the practiser of
our profession—which you will remember is the question
we are considering—is far from being enhanced by the
multiplicity of means open to him for entering it. That so
many Examining Bodies exist among us, each with its own
standard (and how they vary !), and each with the power
of granting permission to practise, is a disgrace to the
General Medical Couneil, if not to the whole profession,
and loudly calls for State interference to settle the question.

Among other defects in the examinations, I might
mention the injurious influence they exercise on the course
of study, and I could not do so in abler language than
that employed by Mr. Quain in the Hunterian Oration,
delivered by him as President of the College of Surgeons,
in 1869. In that address he said: * From my own experi-
ence, I know that frequent examination is of estimable
value to the teacher with his own pupils. But, and also
from experience, I know it to be inexpedient that the
examinations of any public body should be solely or largely
the guide of a professor in his teaching, or of a pupil in
his work. Such examinations ought to be taken by the
way, so to say, in the student’s progress to self-culture, to
which the incitement ought to be, not the fear of failure,
or the hope of success in examinations, but the determina-
tion to acquire knowledge and mental power. Too often
the preparation for examination is made to take the place
of education, in so much that the object aimed at is com-
monly, not that a young man shall pass through a well-
ordered course of study under the direction of able instruc-
tors, and thereby gain knowledge and mental power, so
much as that he shall be prepared to pass certain examina-
tions,—a very different matter.”

Lastly, T might mention—and here T know I tread on
very delicate ground—the possibility there is that these


















