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NUCLEI OF BLOOD CORPUSCLES. b

become indistinct, and finally disappear. Dilute mineral acids
or acetic acid cause them to shrink and become more sharply
defined. A small, strongly refracting point, resembling a
nucleolus, and seeming to take up the colouring matter more
strongly than the rest, also becomes visible ; but this appear-
ance may be due to a change of shape in the nucleus, occasioned
by the acid. Concentrated mineral acids cause them to shrink
much, to run together, become indistinct and disappear. The
stroma surrounding the nuclei swells and shrinks somewhat,
but not so markedly as the nuclei. If ferrocyanide of potassiunm
be added to the nuclei shrivelled by acetic acid they swell up,
and become so indistinet as to be hardly visible. A solution of
taurocholate or glycocholate of soda dissolves both nuclei and
stroma. A little concentrated NaCl solution also causes the
nuclei to disappear. When the corpuscles are washed on a
linen filter, a fibrinous-looking mass is obtained, which, on
microscopic examination, is seen to consist of shreds of fibrous
membrane, or of bundles of fibres, studded with darker spots,
and arranged in a manner resembling those of fibrin, though
more regular and with less intercrossing. These spots seem to
be the nuelei, but their outline is not so distinet, nor do they
take the deep tint with aniline which they do in the powdery
condition, the fibres becoming quite as deeply tinted as they.
The zooids are insoluble in water, and when suspended in
it sink very slowly, but do so much more quickly after the
addition of alcohol, concentrated acetic or oxalic acid, or dilute
mineral acids. The mixture with water is quite mobile, and
does not foam when shaken ; but does so after the addition of a
little NaCl solution, becoming at the same time somewhat tena-
cious and much clearer, the nuclei being partly dissolved and
partly suspended. A concentrated mixture with NaCl solution
gives a white flocky precipitate when much diluted. Salt solu-
tions, of even one-fourth per cent., dissolve them to a consider-
able extent. The solubility in NaCl solution varies much,
diminishing when the zooids stay long in water, but more
slowly when the temperature is low. The same is the case
with mucin obtained from tendons. When many zooids are
























