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Eraer MoONUMENT. 9

operations known to surgery, was a final and conclusive test in
a close and connected series of successful experiments, which
proved that pain could be annulled; first, with certainty, no
matter who the individual; secondly, with completeness, no
matter how great might be its degree; and thirdly, with safety.
These three points were all absolutely involved in the discovery,
and these alone. Before the consecutive experiments which
culminated in those here recorded, neither of these points had
been established by conclusive proof. The world was ignorant
of the great truths they asserted, the discovery had not been
made.

The philanthropist had indeed yearned to relieve suffering hu-
manity ; the poet had prophetically announced a world freed from
physical pain ; the philosopher had made fruitless efforts to unveil
the hidden secret. Instances of accidental insensibility had
been observed. Here and there an ingenious man had devised
and tried some single experiment with greater or less sucecess,
and then abandoned the pursuit; or tantalized by a possibility,
at one moment in his grasp, and in the next eluding if, stimulated
by a flattering promise of achieving something at once practical
“and useful, had followed up his experiments hopefully, until some
~great public failure disheartened him, made his proselytes
incredulous, and left the world still to suffer pain.

Men had been made insensible to pain through mental exeite-
ment, or by the agency of mesmerism or hypnotism, by the dead
drunkenness of aleohol, the narcotism of opium, the inhalation
of nitrous oxide and other gases, and even by the vapor of
ether. For years all this had been known to be possible, but
it attracted little attention. These previous experiments insti-
tuted by different persons were inconclusive because they led to
no constant result; the anasthesia could not be relied on, or it
was not demonstrated that it could be relied on, either as sure
to occur or as proof against the severer forms of pain. The

question of danger from this extraordinary trance was also
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