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" place,—the pulse became more rapid (120), there was considerable
ieat of skin, with increased tawnyness of it; there was decided
. enlargement of liver and spleen, and some slight increase n size
could be noticed in the glands of the neck, along with difficulty in
swallowing, but to no extent. It was soon after this that, mn
consultation with the late Sir James Simpson, to elicit the nature
of the case, we determined to examine the condition of the blood.
This was accomplished next day.

The blood thus examined presented an unusual number of len-
cocytes or white cells in’ the field of the microscope,—so much so,
indeed, that not a fourth part of the globules in view were red
corpuscles. The microscopic examination speedily cleared up the
diagnosis. We had no doubt a case of leucocythemia before us,
indicated by the state of the glands and blood, and we had as little
.doubt that we had an unpromising case—one that would eventually
proceed to a fatal termination ; but we had no idea that, within twenty-
four hours from the discovery of the disease, death was to put an
end to further experience or treatment. Within this space of time,
the principal change which took place was that of rapid enlarge-
ment of the glands of the neck ; the difficulty of swallowing, before
noticed, increased much, and any attempt to swallow in the hori-
zontal posture produced such feelings of suffocation that she jumped
upright in bed gasping for breath; at last she could not lie down
at all ; sitting up on the edge of the bed afforded the greatest relief;
and when I last saw her, she was thus seated, restless and despond-
ing, with great enlargement of the lymphatic glands of the neck,
and with® total inability to swallow even a teaspooful of water.
Death took place suddenly on the evening of the eleventh day,
apparently from suffocation and while sitting up in bed and gasping
for breath, but with all her mental faculties clear to the last. The
infant lived, and has been reared, and is now a healthy and robust
child. A post-mortem examination was decidedly refused.

The case above related made me sufficiently alive to the necessity
of watching cases exhibiting similar phenomena to the above,
before their confinement, when I was asked to see Case 11.

Case II.—Mrs M‘C., the wife of a policeman, was confined
under the hands of a midwife, who requested my assistance, in con-
sequence of considerable heemhorrhage after delivery. As this case
occurred within a few weeks of the one I have just described, and
as her appearance much resembled the other, I made a somewhat
careful inquiry into her history and symptoms, as well as a
mmute examination into the state of the patient at the time. She
was a primipara. She was originally of delicate habit of body,
but was strong and well when she married. She suffered much
from the early symptoms of pregnancy, and especially from severe
sickness and vomiting, and for long she could take litile or no food.
Along with these symptoms, she became pale and languid ; had to
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especially noted and examined the blood of those who presented
much sallowness of skin, much languor and inability for exertion,
and I have contrasted this with a similar examination of the blood
of pregnant women in whom no such symptoms were to be noticed :
women of healthy and ruddy complexion, and free from languor
and bodily inactivity.- The result has been remarkable, in so far as
that, in aﬁnust every sallow case, with complaints of weakness and
listlessness, and yet without.any recognisable enlargement of spleen,
liver, or other %1_:1.1'1-:15, the blood has been found to be charged with
leucocytes, while not a single white cell was to be seen in those
of the ruddy and otherwise healthy women. Pregnancy, says M.
Vidal, in four cases out of ten, is the commencement of the disease.
Out of a number of ¢ases which I have watched carefully dm:inﬁ
_ the latter months of pregnancy, the sallowness of whose skin, an
the languor of whose system was specially remarkable, I shall give
the history of one whose symptoms and the condition of whose blood
gave me much anxiety, both as to the result of her labour and her
recovery from it. Both the labour and convalescence have termi-
nated favourably,—a result I could hardly at one time have con-
templated.

Mrs L. consulted me early as to the state of her health. She
stated that she was about five months pregnant of her fourth child ;
that she had had much hemorrhage with her last baby, from which
she had never entirely recovered ; that her present ailments were
princi]i;lally languor, lassitude, and inability for any exertion, and,
with the exception of a slight cough, she had no other symptom of
the least consequence. She presented a pale sallow complexion,
with feeble and rapid circulation, poor appetite, some morning sick-
ness, with tendency to faint; no disease was discoverable in the
chest. I had just become cognisant of the effects of leucocythemia
in pregnant women, and very shortly afterwards took an oppor-
tunity of examining the blood of this patient under the mieroscope,
and also of ascertaining the condition of the spleen, liver, and
other glandular organs, This examination led me to the discovery
of a large area of white cell-blood, but without being able to recog-
nise any enlargement of the liver or spleen ; there was, however, a
certain amount of turgescence of the glands of the neck—a symptom
which materially increased during the latter stages of her preg-
nancy, but was unaccompanied with difficulty of swallowing. The
thyroid and submaxillary were the glands most affected. The
treatment recommended was iron tomics, with stimulants, and
abundance of carriage exercise in the open air. T cannot say that
much improvement resulted from this means, for she continued to
~ Increase in sallowness and general weakness. At last the anxious
period of her confinement arrived. I had determined to resist the
use of chloroform, and to %;we ergot as soon as the state of the
parts admitted ; so, when labour advanced to nearly the full dilata-
tion of the os uteri, 1 gave repeated and full doses of this drug. The












