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ments answering to this description—corporate establish-
ments, schools, colleges, universities, and boards of differ-
ent kinds, charged with the education and the licensing
of those that make the practice of medicine their calling.
And, connected with those establishments, there are ques-
tions which relate not to the constitution they possess,
or to the rights, privileges, or immunities they enjoy,
but to the manner in which the specific charge just re-
ferred to is fulfilled by them: such questions as whether
the education they impart is as efficient as it might and
ought to be in relation to the end to be accomplished by
it ; whether the modes of testing proficiency are the best
that could be devised for ascertaining the competency of
candidates for a license to practise. Such questions fall
properly under the category of administrative medical re-
form. And, while the experience of the last fifteen years
clearly shows how difficult it is for the profession, or
rather for the bodies corporate in it, to agree on ques-
tions of constitution and privilege, just as it is for the
nation to agree on questions touching the elective fran-
chise and such like; there are, I think, good grounds for
believing that when those other questions shall assume a
practical form, and come to engage the attention of our.
body, there will be a less jealous consideration and a
more speedy and harmonious adjustment of them.

And it is because I think they may soon excite atten-
tion and provoke discussion, that I deem the present a
fitting time to bring them under the notice of the pro-
fession. Directly a Bill is passed “ For Regulating the
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Profession of Medicine and Surgery,” they cannot fail to
do so. Whether Mr. Cowper’s Bill, or Lord Elcho’s, shall
receive the sanction of the Legislature, or some other
bill yet to be framed, one of the provisions of the law
enacted will assuredly be, to secure, in return for a uni-
formity of professional privilege, a corresponding uni-
formity of professional gualification, all over the kingdom.
And with a view to the attainment of this object, it will
doubtless provide for the establishment of a General
Council which, without itself exercising the functions of
either an educational or an examining board, shall yet
exert a controlling agency over all the medical schools
and all the examining medical boards in the kingdom.

The passing of such a measure will make the con-
sideration of those questions inevitable. The adminis-
trative council will at once have to address itself to those
very questions, and very speedily to dispose of them.
How to secure a wnmiformity of professional qualification,
with schools that differ widely in the guality of their teach-
ing, and with boards that differ still more widely in the
stringency of their testing, will not be so easy a task as
it may seem. Of the many medical bills that have been
brought before Parliament, all have embodied a provision
for securing such uniformity, while, except on this very
point, every one of them has been the subject of keen dis-
cussion. There have been contentions as to the constitution
of the “Counecil,” whether it should be elected by the
profession, or nominated by the Crown; and as to the
constitution of the examining boards, whether the existing
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boards should continue as at present, and independent of
one another, only subject to control, or whether in each
of the three kingdoms there should be a fusion of all the
boards, and one board for each. And there have been
disputes as to other points. But all parties seem to have
been agreed on this one point, that the Council should be
invested with the power “to require the several colleges
to lay before them a scheme of study and particulars of
the examination to be gone through by all persons apply-
ing to such colleges, respectively, for letters testimonial
as physicians or surgeons,” as well as “to make such
changes in the schemes as to Zhem shall seem expedient.”

In the near prospect, as I trust we now are, of obtain-
ing an enactment for regulating the profession, and of
having a supreme medical Council invested by law with
adequate powers to secure a uniformity of professional
qualification, it does seem to me that the questions before
us demand a fuller consideration, with a view to that pro-
vision, than they have yet received. ~ With the numerous
and variously constituted bodies it will have to deal with,
it will, T repeat, not be an easy task for the Counecil to
secure such uniformity.

Not, however, that the solution of those questions re-
quires «r is dependent on legislative interference. Not-
withstanding present appearances, the settlement of the
great question of medical reform may possibly be far dis-
tant.  But, however long it may be postponed, nothing
need hinder the Umversity of Edinburgh, for instance,
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pied ; and those details have accumulated and are accumnu-
lating to an extent that is embarrassing. 'The Chemustry
of the present day has as much outgrown the Chemistry of
fifty yvears ago, as the Glasgow of 1858 has outgrown the
Glasgow of 1808. And the like is true of every other branch
of medical science.! Moreover, within the last quarter of
a century, means of acquiring information on these sciences;
which formerly were comparatively disregarded, and were
in fact much less available, have since attained to a high
degree of efficiency, and risen into importance—books, in
particular, on a level with the actual state of the sciences,
continually issuing from the press, and passing into every
student’s hands,

The only thing that has remained unchanged—virtually
at least, except in its substance and its dimensions—
1s the system of scholastic instruction and of examination
for licence. That this should have continued as it was
need not be matter of surprise. It is but one of the many
lustrations, familiar to every one, of the power of prescrip-
tion and of the strength of the conservative principle
inherent in all long-established institutions. Tt is the
source, however, as I said before, of great and growing
evils in medical education. Teachers find that following

1« The tendency of all sciences is to specialization. The vast extension of
which almost every department of human knowledge has been the subject
during the last half century, renders it impossible for any single individual to
grasp the whole of any one. . . In Chemistry we have not only the primary
division into the two great provinces of organic and inorganie, but we now find
each broken up into smaller areas, to the cultivation of which different
inquirers specially apply themselves."—Westminster Review, Jan., 1858, p. 266.
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the plan which usage has enjoined, it is no longer possible
for them to overtake the entire subject of their proper
course, and that the mass of details they have to encounter
precludes them from bestowing any adequate attention on
that higher kind of instruction, the ezposition and applica-
tion of principles, wherein lay the charm of the teaching of
former days, and wherein must ever lie the real value of
professorial instruction. But it is on students that the
evils bear hardest. Less dependent than formerly on
professorial teaching, they have yet had lectures heaped
upon them to a degree almost intolerable, leaving them
little leisure for private study or for clinical instruction ;
while, as things are, they get from lectures comparatively
little of that which they need most, and a great deal of
that which they can learn better from books, of which,
however, no official account is taken.

Further, in the acfual stafe of the medical sciences, 1t
has become absolutely impossible for students, within the
time usually given them for preparation, thoroughly to
master every one, or almost any one, of the several
branches included in the preseribed course of study ; and
equally impossible to carry in their heads, for the length
of time required, the minute particulars (mostly matters of
mere memory) of so many subjects as are comprised in one,
or at the most in two “grand final examinations.” Nor
are examiners exempt from the evils which attach to the
system which obtains. Finding that the young men who
come before them do not, and sensible that they cannot,
reach the standard of scientific acquirement they require,
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ritatively to indicate what and how much of each branch
shall be considered sufficient for that purpose; and the
neat, to adapt the methods of teaching and of testing pro-
ficiency to the actual state of things, that is, on the one hand,
to the means now so abundantly available éndependently of
the schools (althongh emanating from them), and on the
whole so excellent, for acquiring a knowledge of almost
every branch; and, on the other, to the multiplicity and
the variety of minute defails which every branch now in-
cludes, and which no head can carry long.

To point out in what way and by what means this may
be done will be my object in two or three succeeding
letters.  You will find, I hope, when the series is complete
and you have read all the letters, that I have advanced
nothing on this important subject, nor recommended any-
thing that is not in accordance with opinions and convie-
tions now widely entertained. And I may perhaps be
permitted to observe here, that the exceptions I shall have
to take to the existing system of medical education and of
examination for licence, as well as the suggestions I shall
venture to submit for their improvement, are the fruit of
twelve years” experience both as a teacher of medicine and
an examiner for medical degrees in the University of
Aberdeen, and of much longer careful reflection on the
subjeet.

I will only further remark at present, that as regards the
matter of education I purpose confining my observations
to the professional traiming of medical students, and chiefly
to that part of this which is carried on within the schools,
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and bears on the seienfific instruction they receive there. 1
shall say nothing in regard to the subject of their pre-
liminary general education. Not that I am indifferent to
its importance, but that it would be beside the specific
purpose I have in view to enter upon it. So important,
indeed, do I consider it that I have no hesitation in ex-
pressing my conviction that, m relation to the practice of
medicine itself, to say nothing of the position and influence
of the profession in society, it is in many respects of far
greater consequence than the professional. Such, in fact,
is my estimate of its importance, that I am free to say that
were it conducted as 1t ought to be, with the generality of
of medical students, and carried to the extent that is de-
sirable, I should be very little solicitous as to their pro-
fessional education. Nay, I should nearly be content to
leave students to pursue the latter very much where and
how they pleased, with little or no other security for its
being rightly prosecuted than a sufficient exammation as to
competency, to be held annually (or at short intervals),
during a prescribed period of study, and in the manner I
shall have occasion to propose for all students, irrespectively
of their general education. Omitting, therefore, for the
reason stated, all consideration of this subject, I yet cannot
forbear giving expression to a hope that when the long-
vexed question of medical reform shall be set at rest by the
enactment of one or other of the Bills now under the consi-
deration of Parliament, or of some shorter and simpler
but equally comprehensive Bill for regulating the profession,
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general practitioners. A very limited number may be
" exclusively either physicians, surgeons, or accoucheurs,—
nay, may restrict themselves to special divisions of physic
or surgery. The number, however, that are in a position
to do so, or that society will support in so narrow a field, is
relatively very small—so small that they need not be taken
into account in any general scheme of medical education.
Nay, even the specialists must pass to their several depart-
ments of practice by the same portal with the general
practitioners. Further, as regards legislative interference
with the profession, it is the millions composing the lower
and middle classes of society, rather than the thousands
composing the higher—the lower, therefore, rather than the
higher grades of the profession, ¢.e., the general practitioners
constituting the mass of the profession rather than the
mere handful of pure physicians and pure surgeons, that
are to be regarded in the matter of medical education.
And while, on the one hand, the cirenmstances of almost
all those who make medicine their profession, and have to
follow 1t as general practitioners, are such that they must
begin to practise it, because they must begin to live by it,
and maintain themselves in it, as early as possible—on
an average within a period not exceeding five years from
the time they join it as medical students ; so, on the other
hand, to a degree that does not apply to any other profes-
sion, the mature of the medical art is so peculiar, that
society at large 1s meapable of forming any accurate judg-
ment of the gqualifications of medical men, and requires,
therefore, to be profected against incompetent practitioners.
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This protection, to be effectual, can be given only by the
State ; not, however, by its suppressing quackery or seeking
to suppress it, but by its making due provision that the
recognised members of the profession shall receive such an
education as, in the words of Dr. Latham, shall be at once
“sound and practicable, comprehensive yet moderate in its
requirements, and adapted to all,”'—such an education, in
short, as shall in the nearest way possible make the general
practitioners of England able ministers of health to the
whole body of the people.

It 1s, then, as a preparation for important practical duties
that medical education is to be regarded. It is for these
duties in their widest range that preparation has to be made
by every student. And is within, we may assume, the period
of five years that this preparation must be gone through.

Let us next consider what this preparation includes and
requires. Excluding all consideration of the preliminary
general education, the professional education may be said to
include two things : first, the acquisition of a knowledge of
certain branches of science, and, secondly, the cultivation of
~ the student’s own mental and physical powers. His
education to be complete and really good must be both
theoretical and practical ; at once objective as regards the
acquisition of scientific knowledge, and suéjective as regards
the training of his own powers,—of his hands, his senses,
and his intellect,—of his heart, too, and the moral principle
within him,—viewed as the instruments by which, in s
vocation and ministry, he is to apply his scientific know-

1 ¢ Lectures on Subjects connected with Clinical Medicine * (1836), p. 13.
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jected candidate. Still oftener, I have had to remark how
much a favourable start, or the reverse, the sort of ques-
tions put, the general drift or turn of the examination, the
candidate’s retaining his self-possession or losing it, in
short, how much purely accidental circumstances have had
to do with one’s getting through, or being rejected. A
large part of every such examination embraces details that
are matters of memory merely, while memory is essential
to every part of the business. Yet it is this very faculty,
the exercise of which is dependent on conditions peculiar
to itself, and beyond the direct control of the will, which is
especially apt to fail on occasions of this kind, and which,
if the candidate get dashed at the beginning by a question
inconsiderately or roughly put, may fail altogether even in
regard to matters of familiar knowledge. “ A most plain
and easy framing of the question, even containing in virtue
the answer also” (as George Herbert says), till ease is
gained and confidence assured, is not more necessary in
the catechising of children than in the examining of most
medical students. Nor, in order to real satisfaction on both
sides, in this kind of work,—in order to simple justice
being done the weaker party, and to a perfectly fair esti-
mate of what he knows and understands, whether student
or child,—is a catechism more necessary for the one than
an examination-book (or its equivalent, if such there be
else)—limiting and exactly defining the subject-matter of
the examination,—for the other,

On the other hand, the apprehensions even of matters of
fact, and still more of the relative bearings of facts, as well
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ject for which the licence to practise is granted that he
should refain them in his mind. Without constant atten-
tion it is impossible for him to retain them, nor would it
be of any real use to him to do so, even if he could. It 1s
sufficient for all the purposes of his education, and for the
business of his after-life, that he should ezee have known
them. In as far as they may be needed afterwards, they
can easily be made available. They have not then to be
re-learnt, but only to be revived. 'To suppose, however,
that they are so to be learnt, in the first instance, as to be
~ permanently remembered and made, as it were, “ payable
on demand” in all time coming, is to over-estimate their
real value, and the purpose which they serve. For many
of them are of value, not for any direct use that can or
is ever likely to be made of them in practice, but for the
illustration they afford of general principles, or for the
right understanding of the broad outlines of the subject of
which they form a part, or of its relations to other de-
partments of knowledge. Nor is i1t unimportant to re-
mark, that a very large part of what the student has to
learn in that way serves no direct purpose beyond the
cultivation of his mind, and that its acquisition is enjoined
for the like reason (to use the well-known simile of Bishop
Berkeley), that “certain kinds of crops are raised, which
18, not for the sake of the fruits, but to be ploughed under
as a dressing to the soill.”" Tt has, accordingly, always
seemed to me very hard that, with barely time enough for

! “Locke has scarcely exaggerated when he says—that he would deem the
study of mathematics an advantage on the hard, or, if you will, impossible
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part, they all start well. The motives which have led them
to make choice of medicine for their profession, the hope of
attaining to eminence, if not to wealth in it, as well as the
novelty and the interest of their earlier studies, make most
of them work well for a time. But these motives soon
cease to operate, and the examinations are then the only
thing that can effectually weigh with them. I know at
least of no other. 'The provisions taken to secure their
regular attendance at the lectures, are provisions only to
secure their bodily presence there: they do not reach the
mind ; and, as “at sermons men may sleep or wander,”
so may students at lectures. There is no constraint upon
them to give heed to the instruection imparted. The ex-
hibition of prizes and certificates of merit, adopted in some
schools, exerts but httle influence on the mass of students.
The examinations for licence are, in fact, the only stimulus
to be relied on. But does the one examination of those
less stringent boards, serve as an effectual incentive to
diligence throughout, to those students who resolve to rest
satisfied with the testimonial they grant? I apprehend
not. With a large number of students it eertainly does
not. As students, indeed, they have had no personal ex-
perience of it ; but the character it bears is known to them,
and they know the habits of those among them who have
gone through it with success, and what their acquirements
as students. They can measure themselves accordingly,
and thus form a not very inaccurate notion of the kind of
ordeal that awaits them. And when their own time
comes, although conscious often that they have idled away
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Forty or fifty lectures of the right sort on each branch
would be as many as the teacher could well do justice to,
or the student profit by. As lectures of the kind T mean,
I would unhesitatingly point to the Oxford Bampton-Lec-
ture Sermons for 1840, delivered by the present Provost
of Oriel College. The subject therein treated of is large
enough for an extended theological course; it is methodi-
cally discussed, too, and nothing, seemingly, that 1s essen-
tial which bears upon it is omitted. Yet it is discussed in
eight discourses. But it is principles only that are dis-
cussed, details being assumed to be known and referred to
merely, as far as necessary, for the purposes of proof or
illustration.  Models, in my judgment, of the highest style
of professorial teaching, it would, I will venture to say,
task the best powers of any of our teachers to prepare fifty
such discources on surgery or midwifery, or on physiology
or anatomy. Such lectures, too, would be at once more
acceptable to the student, and more useful to him, than
twice that number of the ordinary kind; and, meriting a
higher, they would, I doubt not, thankfully be accorded by
him at least an equal reward to that at present exacted of
him for the kind he 1s required to attend. Certainly, they
need not and ought not to involve any curtailment of the
teacher’s emoluments, even although he confine himself
wholly to professorial duty, and leave it to another and a
younger teacher, placed under him or associated with him,
to conduct the tutorial. The introduction of the latter as
a separate and distinct element into our teaching could not
reasonably be objected to, I think, on the score of the ad-
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mind of the auaiefy inseparable from an ordeal which
embraces, as the present system does, a multiplicity of
different subjects, as well as of the disfraction necessarily
‘attaching to his having to keep himself au courant du jour,
for some years together, on the minute details of all those
subjects, to enable him to concentrate his attention on each
year’s proper work. And his work would be much better
done. Instead of his being for several years together a
chemist, botanist, druggist, anatomist, and physiologist, all
these at once and “ master of none” (excuse the way 1 put
the matter), the student would be all of them in their turn,
and more likely to be proficient in each, as far as ncedful
for the only purpose they are all to be considered as sub-
serving,—the practice of medicine.

In recommending that the examinations should be from
year to year, or pari passi with the student’s progress, and
then once for all, I do not mean that, in as far as the
general principles or the essential facts comprised in any of
the branches thus already disposed of, bear on the branches
which the student has yet to be examined on, the ex-
aminers in these should be precluded from adverting to
those branches, and testing the student’s present knowledge
of them in that relation. It is unnecessary, however, to
dwell on this point, because I have another suggestion to
offer, to be submitted presently, which if adopted would
precisely define the extent and the limit of all such retro-
spective testing.

Further, I think it important that the examinations in
all the fandamental or #heoretical branches should be taken



a7

at as early a period in the student’s career as possible, con-
sistently with the acquirement of a due knowledge of them,
in order to give him sufficient time to apply himself, not
merely to the sysfematic study of the higher or practical
branches, and with a view to his passing the examinations
on them ereditably, but to his thus studying them iz con-
Junction with hospital and dispensary attendance (clinical
instruction and clinical-clerk and dresser-ship work in-
cluded), and with a view also to Ais own practical training
for the duties on which he is so soon to enter. By the
practical branches, I mean surgery, midwifery, practice of
physic, and medical jurisprudence. 'That these may be
studied in the practical as well as in the systematic way,
and with the two-fold object, just indicated, two whole
years’ ezclusive devotion to them is not too long a period.
At present, with most of the examining boards, the student
has virtually but one year for these four branches.! Not
that he is compelled to undergo his second examination,
which commonly includes these four, the year after he has
passed his first; but that this first examination being
postponed to the end of the third year of study, and the
second being allowed to be taken at the end of the fourth
year, it ¢s then taken by almost all students. Allotting,
however, two years to those branches, I would still adhere

! Tt may be alleged that for two, at least, of these practical branches,
Surgery and Practice of Physie, the student has the greater part of the pre-
ceeding three years. In as far, however, as he has this, and turns it to any
effective purpose, in the study of these branches, he has the burden of seven
instead of the burden of five branches laid upon him,—the addition made of a
heavy burden te a burden already intolerable.
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rally, but on these branches as represented by certain
books. 1 have already repeatedly observed that, in the
actual state of the medical sciences, it has become abso-
lutely necessary to eircumscribe and limitf, and, in some
way, authoritatively to define, what and how much of each
branch shall be held sufficient to qualify for a licence to
practise. [fn no other way can this be done than by books.
And of books on every branch well adapted for this pur-
pose there is no lack. Accordingly, in all that relates to
the scientific acquirements of the candidate, I would have
the whole process of testing conducted by means of ex-
amination-books and in no other way. I would have it
made clearly known and officially intimated that this should
be the mode of procedure, and that nothing not contained
in the books used should be required of any candidate.
Not, however, that the examiners should be satisfied with
such a knowledge of the books as involved a mere exercise
of the memory, and might be acquired after a few weeks’ or
months’ hard reading, with perhaps the aid of a grinder;
but such a knowledge as should clearly indicate that the
candidate had thoroughly mastered them.

Such a mode of conducting the examinations would, 1
am persuaded, be productive of great good every way.
Looking at it, in the first instance, with reference to its
influence on the candidate’s whole career as a student (the
chief consideration), it would be eminently beneficial. It
would enable him to see clearly what he has to do, and
thereby impart a definite end and aim to all his studies.
It would have “the special benefit of satisfying his mind
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that at each step of his progress he is in the right path.”
He would feel that there was a specific task assigned him,
something definite given him to do, which he might strive
after, and in doing which attain even a point beyond.
Nothing in my opinion would serve better, or so effectually,
to guard him against loose and desultory ways, to inspire
him with zeal, and incite him to diligence, in the prosecu-
tion of his studies. And were this the effect produced, it
would serve infinitely better also, than the existing “ bound-
less” system does or can, to accomplish the great object of
the scientific part of the student’s education, the acquisi-
tion of a sound and complete body of professional know-
ledge.

Again, looking at it with immediate reference to the
examinations themselves, this mode of testing proficiency
could not fail to prove advantageous to both the candidate
and his examiners. It would give to both alike, what
neither has at present, a firm footing, inasmuch as both
would stand on known ground. It would impart confi-
dence to the candidate in undergoing his examination, and
satisfaction to the examiner in conducting it. The adop-
tion of it would, I am sure, be received by all candidates
as a very great boon: its introduction, I am equally sure,
would strengthen the hands of all examiners amazingly.
The former would feel that they could not well be taken
at unawares by their examiners, and the latter, knowing
this, and sensible also that the qualifications of candidates
were subjected to a fair and reasonable trial, would have
less delicacy and fewer misgivings than they not seldom

e e et
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would certainly work ill. It would be detrimental also to
the advancement of medical science.  Yet there may be
essential uniformity in a system without absolute sameness,
—nay, with considerable diversity i its application.
Adhering then to the principle of the scheme now before
us, it might be worked out differently in different parts of
the kingdom. A mode of working that might suit the
English schools might not be the best for those of Ireland
or Scotland. In particular, the scheme must be so applied
as to adapt itself readily to the circumstances of different
schools, and to special modes of teaching. Still more, it
must be so applied as not to fetter the talents or cramp the
energies of individual teachers. It is to the schools that
we owe the far greater number of the discoveries that
have been made in our science, and all, or almost all, our
most valuable systematic treatises, as well as very many of
our most esteemed monographs. To this, the full freedom
of thought and action which our teachers have heretofore
enjoyed has essentially contributed. And this freedom
must still be continued to them. It is true that the exa-
mination-books used for examination purposes could
scarcely fail to become the text-books used in the schools.
Whether the teachers approved of them or not, they could
scarce help using them: they would in a manner be
driven by the force of circumstances to do so. This in
itself I should not consider an evil or a hardship, but the
reverse. The adaptation of the teaching in our schools
(professorial and tutorial) to the books wused by the
examining boards, I should consider an advantage. And

e e i —— T i s
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it need not be otherwise than perfectly campatil;le with the
full freedom of the teachers, The use, indeed, of the
same books in all the schools would be destructive of this.
It would besides operate mischievously every way—on the
efficacy of teaching and on the advancement of science.
And it would be absolutely intolerable. But its adop-
tion would be as unnecessary as it would be objec-
tionable.

Suppose, for example, that the several Universities of
Scotland were simultaneously to adopt the principle of the
scheme, nothing need hinder eack of them having its own
set of examination-books, the books being selected by the
several professors, each in his own department, subject to
the approval of the medical faculty or of the entire senate.
I take the Scottish Universities first, in illustration of what
I mean, because they are at once educational institutions
and examining boards. A similar observation will apply
to the University of Dublin and to Trinity College therein,
and likewise to the Royal College of Surgeons of Ireland.
Each of these, being at once and independently within
itself both a school and an examining board, may have its
own particular set of examination-books, selected in con-
formity with its own educational arrangements. The
Queen’s University in Ireland, with its affiliated colleges
in Belfast, Cork, and Galway, stands on a somewhat
different footing,—the unmiversity being exclusively an
examining board, the colleges as exclusively educational
institutions. Yet mnothing need hinder an arrangement
being gone into, whereby, out of regard to educational
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objects, different examination-books might be used by the
university, according to the particular college the students
come from. In like manner, the University of London, the
Royal Colleges of Surgeons of England and of Edinburgh,
and the Society of Apothecaries, which are all of them
examining boards only, but may be said to be affiliated
with all the medical schools in the kingdom, need have no
difficulty in making arrangements with the several schools
respecting the examination-books to be used for their
respective students. At the School of Guy’s Hospital, for
instance, Dr. Barlow’s ‘Manual of the Practice of
Medicine > would probably be preferred for examination
purposes to Dr. Watson’s ‘Lectures’ on that subject,
because used there for educational purposes; while at
King’s College the latter work might for the like reason
have the preference. Be it so. There is no reason why it
should be otherwise. It might easily be made matter of
special arrangement between the several examining boards
on the one hand, and Guy’s Hospital and King’s College
on the other, that, on practice of medicine, students from
the former school should be examined on Dr. Barlow’s
book, those from the latter on Dr. Watson’s. And so in
regard fo surgery. University College in London would
probably wish Erichsen’s work on that subject, Marischal
College m Aberdeen, Pirrie’s, because used for teaching
purposes 1n these schools, respectively, by Professor
Pirrie and Professor Erichsen.  Maintaining the principle
in its integrity, I can see no real difficulty in the scheme
being worked out after this fashion. It would not be
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