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vill PREFACE.,

which have been instituted regarding it, and the
good effects which have followed its administra-
tion, it may prove as successful in the hands of
British, as it has already done in those of German
practitioners.

Before entering into any details connected with
this subject, however, I wish to impress upon the
profession my general views regarding its value. It
is not to be supposed capable of benefiting invariably
any of the diseases for the cure of which it has been
so much or even so extravagantly lauded; and I
make this statement iz limine, in order to prevent any
exaggerated idea of its virtues that the facts and opi-
nions hereafter to be detailed may induce others to
form. There is no remedy which does not demand
great practical tact for its successful administration;
there is none which does not require great attention
to the cireumstances which indicate, as well as those
which contradict its employment; and none, the
action of which may not be inereased or diminished
by a judicious or injudicious conjunction of other
remedial agents, as well as hygienic rules. To this
therapeutic law, the oleum jecoris aselli is no ex-
ception, and it is not to be supposed that its indis-
criminate exhibition in serofula and rheumatism is
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susceptible of curing or even alleviating those affec-
tions. If. on the other hand, it can be shown from
well established facts, that this substance, though
unable to supplant the remedies and modes of treat-
ment now in use, is susceptible, under particular cir-
cumstances, of forming a valuable addition to our
means of cure; I hope to be exonerated from
ha.'ving lightly or unnecessarily directed the attention
of the profession to the therapeutic properties attri-
buted to it.

The literature connected with this subject is for
the most part scattered among the forty German
medical periodicals which issue from the press, the
access to some of which even is by no means easy.
Without the aid of several of my medical colleagues
in Germany, therefore, it would not have been pos-
sible for me to have collected the materials for the
composition of this Treatise. Many of these gentle-
men also have kindly allowed me to visit their
patients, and make observations for myself, and all
were ready to communicate such facts and particu-
lars as might serve the object I had in view. I seize
this opportunity, therefore, of acknowledging my
obligations, and returning my most sincere thanks to
Professor NAEGELE, and Drs NEBEL, STEINHEUSER,













































24 METHODS OF PREPARATION.

gold yellow colour, much resembling old Rhine
wine, quite clear and clean, and with a peculiar
strong fishy smell, is obtained by the heat of the
sun acting on the liver, placed in large eylindrical
glasses. The oil then comes away, leaving the
other fatty matters as a residuum. This kind is the
most active, but as it cannot be obtained, in com-
parison with the other kinds, in so great a quantity,
is seldom found in commerce, and is very dear. (4)
When from the liver, treated as above desecribed,
no moreoil can be obtained, the residuum is placed
in vessels made expressly for that purpose, (or, in
some laboratories, on tinned copper plates), and is ex-
posed to 40° Reaumur, whereby a considerable quan-
tity of oil flows out, which is darker and not so clear
as the former, but has still a strong fishy smell, and
in colour is between that of Madeira and Malaga
wines. This kind is little inferior to the other, and
in Sweden, is equally used internally as a remedy. (¢)
When no more oil can be obtained from the liver in
this manner, the residuum is placed in a kettle, cut
in pieces, and then roasted, whereby the third kind,
or the less pure train oil, is procured. It is thicker
than the former kinds, not clear, it resembles in co-
lour common syrup, but is somewhat browner, and
possesses a strong, penetrating and burning fish
taste and smell. This sort, which not oaly contains
the oily and fatty, but also the biliary ingredient of

































PHYSICAL AND CHEMICAL PROPERTIES. 36

enabled to prove that it contained iodine in the
clearest manner. e gives the following process,
which, from his researches, appears to him the best
- mode of operating, and the one least liable to occa-
sion a loss of iodine.! “ Soapify in a water bath
half an ounce of the oil, with as much or somewhat
less of the hydrate of potass and water, as are neces-
sary. After it is cool the watery fluid is to be
filtered from the soft soap, which is to be nearly
neutralized by sulphuric acid. Allow most part of
the sulphurate of potass to chrystalize, evaporate
the fluid which remains, then heat the residuum,
when powdered boil it in alcohol, lastly, filter and
evaporate to dryness. The salt thus obtained and
dissolved in a little water is enough for three or more
reagents to act on—such as with starch and oil of
vitriol ; with starch, muriatic acid, and chlorate of
potass; and with sulphuret of carbon and oil of
vitriol. Nitric acid alone, as well as weak sulphuric
acid, produce with this salt no blue colouring of the
starch, because it contains iodine in the form of
iodate of potass.”

I requested my friend, Mr Smith of South Caro-
lina, a gentleman well conversant with chemistry, to
repeat the process of Gmelin on a specimen of the
oil I brought with me from Germany to Paris. He
kindly consented, and we analysed it together, and

I Annalen der Pharmacie, B. 31, s. 323.
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quently separates perfectly, in others it remains
mingled with the soap. In the latter case sulphuric
acid should be added to the soap until it floats
about in the water, in the form of white masses.
These are to be separated, and the liquid, which will
be slightly acid, is to be rendered somewhat alka-
line. When this liquid is filtered it is to be treated
as Gmelin directs, until after the alcoholie solution
is evaporated to dryness, when, instead of treating it
by water, it will be found best to add a few drops of
sulphuric acid, diluted with twice its bulk of water,
s0 as to saturate the alkali, and render the solution
of the salt to be tested, acid. This should be intro-
duced into a tube containing a few drops of starch,
and a slight rosy tint will generally make its appear-
ance if iodine be present. Sometimes, however, no
indications of iodine will be given, until a very
dilute solution of chlorine (one part of a saturated
solution, mixed with twenty-five parts of water) be
added. This addition also will, in every case, in-
crease the intensity of the colour.

My friend, Dr Wilson, lecturer on chemistry, in
Edinburgh, followed the above process in analysing
the specimens of the oil I procured in this town; and
by paying greater attention to the steps of the pro-
cess than I suspect we did in Paris, was enabled to
produce, on adding the starch, a deep violet colour.
This gentleman writes to me, “as the addition of
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tity of the iodine, so long as soapifying the oil
and carbonising the soap are the only means by
which it can be separated. Large quantities of the
oil makes the attempt very difficult, and small quan-
tities contain so little of the iodine, that an unim-
portant and inappreciable difference of weight ex-
ercises a great influence in determining the relative
quantity. Wackenroder never operated on more
than 30-0 grammes of the oil.

The process was that above given for the qualita-
tive analysis. Every admixture of chlorate of potass
or soda was carefully avoided, and hence only pure
calcined alkali, prepared from sal tartari, was used
in the soapification. The spirit of wine poured off
from the carbonised soap was evaporated to dryness,
mixed again with water, and now saturated with a
muriate of the oxide of silver. The addition of a
little muriatic acid removes the remaining small
quantity of carbonate of the oxide of silver, and an
excess of ammonia, the chlorate and bromate of silver,
which in like manner may be contained in the
chlorine and bromine of the fat. The yellowish or
white precipitate of iodate of silver should now be
collected on a previously prepared filter, perfectly
washed and strongly dried. To prevent an error in
the weighing, the filter was placed in another of
equal weight. In this way out of 300 grammes of
clear brown Cod liver oil, was procured 0-018
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other. Brefeld even has endeavoured to show that
there is a strong analogy between the gouty, rheu-
matic, and scrofulous diatheses. He points out for
instance that gouty parents very frequently produce
scrofulous children, and individuals who in their
youth were scrofulous, and especially rachitic, ex-
hibit at a later period of life, great disposition to
rheumatism. The form of the disease depends much
apparently upon the age of the individual. Serofu-
lous affections are more common in the earlier years
of life, and rheumatism and gout at an advanced age.
It has often been observed in families of the lower
orders, which have been badly fed and clothed, and
living together in a confined space of air, that while
the children are serofulous, the parents suffer under
obstinate rheumatism. A diet principally composed
of indigestible, insipid food, with little azote and ex-
cess of carbonic acid, such as farinaceous food, cakes,
liqueurs, fruit, &c. appear to predispose to both scro-
fula and rheumatism. Both are benefited by a dry
warm air, and increased or caused by a moist, cold,
and foul atmosphere. Hence in low and marshy
situations they are endemic. Both are common in
northern countries. In England and Holland they
are widely spread. In southern countries they are
less frequent and are comparatively rare in the
tropics. In both diseases similar chemical changes
take place in the animal economy. There is a great
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consequence of which a sacculated membrane or cell
was formed, which contained a molecule of the lat-
ter. He concluded that during life the same pro-
cess must take place, and that in the animal organ-
ism cells were formed from fat and albumen, which
are to be regarded as elementary cells from which
all other cells, although changed in form, proceed.
The method 4n which the elementary cells are
distributed throughout the frame will be readily
understood by attending to the process of digestion.
Thus the chyle is nothing more than an emulsion,
a mixture of oil and albumen, which even in the
lymphatics of the small intestines pass into the for-
mation of sacs or cells; and the deeper the chyle is
forced into the lymphatic system, the richer it be-
comes in vesicles, until these have reached their
highest development in the blood by the formation
of blood globules. Again, the chyme in the sto-
mach is highly albuminous and acid, but on arriving
in the small intestines it loses these properties in a
oreat degree, and assumes the form of an emulsion.
This can only be occasioned by the addition of the
bile and pancreatic juice. Physiologists have long
pointed out that the bile is very rich in oil, and that
it also possesses the power of liquefying the fat con-
tained in the food. Hence it is highly probable
that the function of the bile consists in preparing
the chyme in order that it may produce a properly
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In general Brefeld gives the oil only twice a-day,
but when the digestive powers are strong, he gives
it three times. He usually begins with half a
table-spoonful, so that the patient may gradually ac-
custom himself to the taste. He was induced to do
this from having been told by several individuals
that it was only at first that the remedy was disa-
greeable, and that a persistance in its use removed
all the dislike and nausea they previously experi-
enced. Rust gave one large dose, 3iv. daily, which
some people may prefer, as they thus only experience
the disagreeable taste once in the day. It is thus,
however, not so readily retained on the stomach.
Rust gives the following directions for taking it:
““ When the patient swallows the oil, he should shut
the eyes, and compress both nostrils with the fingers.
He should immediately wash out the mouth with
cold water, and drink a half or a whole cup of black
coffee. Directly after the dose has been taken, the
bottle which has contained it should be removed
from the room. In this way a patient may take the
remedy for weeks together, without his knowing,
tasting, or smelling what he swallows.”!

In order to remove the disagreeable taste it leaves
in the mouth, various correctives have been recom-
mended, such as peppermint water and lozenges,

- ! Rust’s Aufsatze und Abhandlungen aus dem Gebiete der Medicin,
Chirurgie, &e.
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different confections, &c. Rust ordered black cof-
fee, and Carron du Villards recommended lemon
juice. According to Brefeld, the best means of this
kind is powdered sugar, which combines readily with
the particles of the oil hanging about the mouth,
most quickly removes the train-oil taste, and is
easily swallowed. Dry biscuit answers the same
purpose. He also allowed the individual to drink
a half or a whole glass of red wine afterwards,
which in most cases removed the feeling of nausea.
Schiitte with the same view gave bitter brandy, or
a liquor containing aniseed. Riecke remarks on this
subject, that when he first gave the oil, he mixed it
with syrup of orange, aqua anisi, gum arabie, &e.
but he found that these additions in no way removed
the taste, but on the contrary rendered it worse, by
increasing the quantity to be taken. He therefore
now always gives the pure oil, and orders the indi-
vidual to take after it, either some sugar, warm
milk, or weak coffee. I have found a little powder-
ed sugar and cinnamon to be the most efficient cor-
rective.

Brefeld says he has given the oil in more than a
thousand cases, and has met with very few indivi-
duals who positively refused to take it. “ When it
is necessary,” he remarks, “the patient will little
trouble himself about the taste of what will do him
good, but it is certainly not calculated for luxuriou
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and afterwards acknowledged that the oil he had
operated on was not genuine.! Some hospital phy-
sicians of Paris informed me that they had given
this remedy very extensively, without any good ef-
fect whatever. On examination I found, in several
instances, that the oil employed contained no iodine,
and in other respects was very dissimilar to the
specimens I brought with me from Germany. On
asking several merchants in Paris for a Cod liver
oil, I was presented with common whale or seal oil,
which are also denominated Huile de Poisson. In
Germany, where immense quantities of the oleum
jecor. aselli are sold for medical purposes, the pecu-
liar taste and smell have been well imitated by
steeping in the more common fish oils a little putrid
herring, or mixing with them an oil extracted from
the latter fish. Thus there is great difficulty, at
present, in determining the genuine drug, which is
only to be done by detecting iodine in it by chemi-
cal analysis. The process for this purpose is tedi-
ous, but that employed by Wackenroder is the least
so.” Even this is no certain test, as chemical re-
search has shewn that some specimens are much
richer in iodine than others, while the addition
of a small quantity of hydriodate of potass, or tinc-

! Annalen der Pharmacie, B. 29,

? See p. 38, Apothecaries and druggists should procure the vil
from the wholesale merchants of Hamburgh or Bremen, from
whence most of the oil comes at present employed in Germany.
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the medicines she had before taken, had caused the
cure. About a twelvemonth afterwards, her com-
plaints returned with double violence, and the same
remedy restored her to health again. Encouraged
by this second recovery, Dr Kay, one of the physi-
cians to the infirmary, prescribed it for other pa-
tients, in similar cases; and it answered his most
sanguine expectations. Since then it has been
used by the other physicians with the greatest suc-
cess.”

As regards its beneficial operation in rheumatism,
Mr Darbey remarks:' “Men and women advanced
in years, whose fibres may be supposed to have ac-
quired a degree of rigidity, find surprising effects from
it. Some, who have been cripples for many years,
and not able to move from their seats, have, after a
few weeks’ use of it, been able to go, with the assis-
tance of a stick ; and, by alonger continuance, have
enjoyed the pleasing satisfaction of being restored to
the natural use of their limbs, which, for a long time
before, had been a burden to them.” He also refers
to two cases in which the oil had an extraordinary
effect even on young persons whose ages did not ex-
ceed ten years, and concludes by saying, that “except
bark, opium, and mercury, I believe no one medicine
in the materia medica is likely to be of greater ser-
vice,” “and I could wish for a more general use

1 P, 361,
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Osberghaus,' Schiitte,> Reder,” Spiritus,* Rust,’
Suttinger,” Moll,” Rosch,® Brefeld,” Kopp,"
Carron du Villards,” Gouzée,” Taufflied,” Del-
cour, &c. &e.," and at present its use in these dis-
eases 1s universal throughout Germany.

In the great Hospital La Charité, however, in
Berlin, it was given in the year 1823, for the cure
of rheumatism, without any good result;" but there
can be no doubt that at that time the genuine oil
was unknown in that city, for at the present mo-
ment it is given there with the best effects.

The oleum jecoris aselli is not beneficial in every
kind of gout and rheumatism. In podagra and acute
rheumatism with accompanying fever, occurring in
young, good, or robust constitutions, the oil is of no
service. Indeed, the gastric symptoms it occasions,
scarcely ever allow it to be tried in such cases.
Even in the chronic forms it has been observed by
Schenk, Amelung, and others, that the rheumatic

1 Hufeland’s Journal, 1825, September, s, 130,
2 Horn’s Archive. fiir med. Erfahr, 1824, Juli. Aug, Heft.
3 Diss. Inaug. de. oleo jecor, aselli, Rostock. 1826,
4 Rust's Mag. Bd. 16. s, 566, 5 IThid. Bd. 20, s, 563.
6 Thid. Bd. 26. s, 388, 7 Schmidt’s Jahr. Bd. 8. s. 143.
8 Med. corr. Blatt des Wiirt. arztl. Vereins, Bd. 2, s, 185,
9 Der Stockfish Liberthran., Hamm, 1835,
10 Denkwurdigk. in der arztl. Praxis. Bd. 3. s. 386,
11 Bulletin de Therapeutique, 1834,
12 Annal de Med. Belge, 1838,
13 Gaz, Méd. de Paris, 1837, p. 503,
14 Gazette des Hopitaux, Mai, 1847
15 Rust’s Mag. Bd. 18, s. 360.






RHEUMATISM AND GOUT. 'k

1. Gleneral form.—In these cases where the gout
or rheumatism appears to have seized upon the
whole system, and where, as the result of long suf-
fering, the body is wasted, the process of nutrition
very low, there is want of sleep, loss of the vital
powers, peculiar cachectic expression of counte-
nance, and contraction of the muscles, the oil is of
the greatest benefit. Among other cases Brefeld de-
seribes that of a woman, Mrs Meermann of Hamm,
30 years old, who had been confined to her bed or
room, and only in the warm summer months expe-
rienced a slight alleviation of her sufferings. Nearly
the whole body was attacked, but principally the
inferior extremities, sacrum, back, and shoulders.
Walking was entirely prevented by the insupportable
pains, stiffness, and swelling of the joints. A kind
of hectic fever, and constant nightly exacerbations
destroyed all repose. The patient was wasted, of a
bleechy whiteness, of a cachectic appearance and
habit, and had lost all hope of relief, although origi-
nally she was of a strong and robust constitution.
The use of two table-spoonfuls of the oil daily, was
soon followed by a beneficial result. After taking
forty ounces she was restored to a tolerable state of
health, although the malady, by the conjoint influence
of numerous unfavourable circumstances, such as a
moist and confined lodging, bad nourishment, un-

cleanliness, &c., did not entirely disappear. The
E"I
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more acute in the knee and elbow joints. The
usual remedies were applied by the medical men
who attended her without success. The pains re-
mained the same, the power of moving the joints
became less and less, and the patient wasted rapidly.
In order to support the strength the decoe. einchonz
was ordered, and taken for two weeks. Dr Frech
saw the patient for the first time in the middle of
September. She lay in bed, was of cachectic appear-
ance, much wasted, and found it impossible to rise. .
The pulse was accelerated, soft and small; her urine
clear; there were violent piercing painsin the upper
and lower extremities, which were strongly con-
tracted and flexed. The movements of the joints
were limited, especially in the elbows and knees,
and all attempts at flexion or extension caused the
most excruciating suffering. In this case she re-
mained two weeks longer, when she was ordered to
take three table-spoonfuls daily of the ol. jecoris
aselli in aq. menth. pip. The dose was increased
to four table-spoonfuls in three days, and to six
table spoonfuls in six days. On the third day
there was a perceptible alleviation in the pains,
which from that time gradually disappeared, while
the natural movements of the joints returned. On
the tenth day she was entirely free from suffering,
and moved the upper and lower extremities without
the slightest uneasiness. Dr Frech has not seen the
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patient since, and presumes from that circumstance,
that she has had no return of the complaint.
Remarks—This case is a good instance of the
rapid and beneficial effects occasionally produced by
the oil, and is the only one I have met with where
such decided results were obtained in so short a time.

2. Erratic form.—In this form the pains are less
violent, and the movements of the affected parts, al-
though restrained, are not abolished. Usually it is
only some portions of the limbs which are affected,
most commonly the hand, foot, and knee, which are
sometimes swollen and cedematous. The pain and
swelling are often changeable, leaving one part of the
body in a few days, and appearing in another. The
pain is increased in the night and in moist weather.
This affection, popularly called flying gout or rheu-
matism, often remains for months, is accompanied bya
pale appearance of the surface, diminution of the di-
gestive process, loss of appetite, occasional feverish
symptoms, depression of mind, and general suffering.
In such cases the ol. jecoris aselli is of the most de-
cided benefit, and, according to some physicians, is
infallible. Rubbing the oil warmed into the affect-
ed parts, and covering them with wadding has been
found useful in conjunction with its internal admi-
nistration. Brefeld says that he has met with a
crowd of such cases, all of which are cured to a cep-
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tainty by the oil, in a period varying from fourteen
days to four weeks. Among others he gives that of
Olivie von R , a girl 14 years of age, well
grown and nourished, of a serofulous and rheumatic
family, inhabiting a moist and badly-situated lodg-
ing. She suffered for some time from a painful
swelling which changed about between the hand,
foot, and knee-joints, sometimes was longer con-
tinued than at others, occasionally disappeared alto-
gether, and then returned. Some bottles of the oil
cured the girl so completely that not a trace of the
affection remained, and it has never returned.?

3. Local form.—Here the affection is local, con-
fined to a single part, such asa limb or joint. Many
of these cases are very obstinate, and individuals who
otherwise enjoy tolerable health are rendered mise-
rable on the approach of damp weather, which in-
variably increases their torments. This form of the
disease is of a more acute nature than the preced-
ing, and is generally induced by an improper or inert
mode of treatment during the acute attack, or a con-
tinued exposure to the causes which originally pro-
duced it. It is most common in individuals who
have previously enjoyed good health, and who do
not take sufficient precautions against damp and
cold. The ol. jecoris aselli has been found capable

I Brefeld, p. 45.
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of curing this local form of the disease, when every
other means have failed.

For the two following cases I am indebted to Dr
Herrght of Heidelberg, assistant physician to the
asylum in that town.

Case II.

Chronic lumbago, succeeding an acute attack—Scro-
Sulous constitution—State of cachevia—Moxas and
blisters without effect—OL. jecoris aselli—Cure in
three months.

Margarite C——, aged 37, of a weak and scro-
fulous constitution, has been in the asylum of Hei-
delberg since 1825 on account of periodical attacks
of mania. She has menstruated regularly, but had
fluor albus for some time. In December 1837, the
appetite diminished, the catamenia assumed a dirty
coloured appearance, and there was evident difficulty
in walking. She often placed her hand on the sa-
erum as if to support it, and complained of pain in
the neighbourhood of the sacro-iliac synchondrosis.
Her walk became gradually more and more difficult.
Every movement of the foot was painful. She could
not go in or out of bed without assistance. At the
same time both hips felt abnormally moveable, and
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during progression her body fell from one side to the
other over each foot. The application of six moxas
to the sacral region, and the use of pills containing
assafcetida and phosphoric acid somewhat improved
her condition, so much so that the walk became more
easy and free from pain. In the spring of 1839
however, the disorder returned more violently than
before. Blood extracted from the sacral region by
means of cupping, and the application of another
six moxas which were kept open some time by irri-
tating dressings, in no way relieved the patient. In
the beginning of June the ol. jecoris aselli was given,
at the commencement in doses of one tablespoonful,
afterwards two tablespoonfuls three times a day.
At first it was vomited several times, but she soon
became accustomed to its use, and took it willingly.
At the end of July, that is nearly two months after
taking the oil, her walk was much improved, the ap-
petite had returned, and her external appearance was
less flaceid, and looked much more healthy. By the
end of August her bodily health may be said to have
been quite restored. Her natural strength had re-
turned, her cheek was blooming, her walk was
straight and fixed, and she could take promenades of
an hour’s duration without fatigue, or any ill effects.
She continued to take the oil until the end of Octo-
ber 1839, and up to this time (Feb. 1841) there
has been no return of the complaint.
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Casg IIL

Chronic lumbago of several years' standing—Difficulty
in  walling—Cachewvia with @dema—Ol. jecoris
aselli—Cure in seven months.

Mrs S——, aged 48, of leucophlegmatic tempera-
ment, menstruating regularly, has had monomania
and hallucinations for several years. Formerly she
was much subject to gastric disorder, and for some
time has been labouring under fluor albus, which has
been accompanied with great flaccidity of the vagina,
and small erosions round the os uteri. IFor several
years she had complained of lancinating pains in the
region of the sacrum, and experienced more or less
difficulty in walking. For a long time there has
been a great disposition to diaphoresis, which has
latterly become habitual and very copious, posses-
sing at the same time a peculiarly unpleasant and
penetrating smell. Within the last few weeks the
walk has become exceedingly difficult, and her body,
during progression, is swayed from one side to the
other. The neighbourhood of the sacro-iliac Syn-
chondrosis on both sides was exceedingly painful on
pressure,and the hip joints were evidentlymore move-
able than usual. As the local affection increased
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the general health suffered more and more, the
countenance at length assumed a dirty yellow hue,
the appetite was greatly diminished, and the whole
surface of the body was more or less cedematous.

In September 1839, she commenced taking the
ol. jecoris aselli, combined with the decoc. centaurium
minoris, the use of which was continued until March
1840. The dose at first taken was a table-spoonful
three times daily, and afterwards four times. The
patient took it very well after the disgust which it
at first occasioned had disappeared. In two months
a considerable amendment was perceivable. The
pain in the sacral region was diminished, although
sometimes augmented by changes in the weather.
The walk became more steady, and did not occasion
so much suffering. The profuse sweating diminished,
its disagreeable odour disappeared, the cedema was
no longer to be seen, and the whole aspect of the
patient was changed for the better. Towards the
end of the treatment the pains in the limbs and sa-
crum entirely disappeared. The sacro-iliac synchon-
droses became more firm and free from pain, while
the walk lost its abnormal character, and was per-
formed without difficulty. The general appearance
also was quite healthy, and the diaphoresis no longer

‘perceivable. The fluor albus also had considerably
decreased. This good state has continued until now
(Jan. 1841) with the exception of some slight pains,
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which she once experienced in the back and arms,
and which rapidly disappeared under the use of the
vin. sem. colchici.

Lemarks—DBoth these cases are very similar to
each other, the affection apparently being situated
in the ligaments and fibrous tissues of the coxo-
sacral articulations, which were abnormally loose
and flaccid. In both cases, also, the general con-
stitution had suffered, and a highly cachectic state
induced, that state, indeed, in which the oil, from
experience, has been found to be so beneficial.
Its action, in restoring the appetite and nutritive
powers, was well marked, and as these improved the
local affection proportionally diminished. It should
also be observed, that in one case the disease was not
so chronie, or deeply rooted in the system as the
other, and did not require so long an employment
of the oil to eradicate it from the constitution.

Brefeld has taken great pains to point out that
there exist a variety of affections which very much
resemble rheumatism, and yet which, not being of a
rheumatic nature, are in no way benefited by the
oil. Thus, according to him, all arthritic and neu-
ralgic cases are incapable of receiving any benefit
from this remedy. There ean be no doubt that it
often requires extraordinary tact on the part of the
physician to decide whether he has to treat an affec-
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tion originating in gout, rheumatism, or neuralgia.
This is sometimes perhaps impossible, as these affec-
tions run so gradually into each other, more especi-
ally in the chronic forms, that the symptoms are
absolutely identical, while the same exciting cause
and habit of body may be common to them all. It
is not my object here to enter into a description of
the diagnostic characteristic of these diseases. They
are all given very clearly in books, and appear, on
perusal, to be very easy. The practitioner, how-
ever, to whom this memoir is addressed, knows very
well that while, on the one hand, cases oecur which
are readily recognised, there are, on the other,
instances in which it is almost impossible to deter-
mine whether it be the fibrous or nervous tissue
which is originally affected. The following case,
which was communicated to me by Dr Krukenberg
of Halle, will illustrate this point.

Case 1IV.

Seciatica—Atrophy of the affected limb—Cupping,
mercurial ointment, and blisters without effect—OL.
gecorts aselli~—Clure.

Dr B——s, 25 years of age, assistant in the
Clinical Hospital of Halle, who had previously suf-
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fered from several attacks of rheumatism, expe-
rienced, in December 1837, violent pains in the
right thigh, which exactly followed the course of
the ischiatic nerve. The pain shortly extended to
the toes, but was not more violent at the hip or knee
than in other portions of the limb. There was a re-
mission of the pain during the day, but it recurred
every evening, and was most violent at midnight.
Although by no means sensitive, the patient was una-
ble, from the violence of the pain, to sleep, or obtain
any rest until morning. At this period the limb did
not present any apparent change. At first the case
was considered one of inflammation of the ischiatic
nerve,and blood was drawn by means of cupping from
various places in its neighbourhood three or four
times. Every other day he took an emetic. This
treatment only caused temporary relief, and a short
time after every blood-letting it returned with the
same violence. Mercurial ointment was then rub-
bed into the thigh in the course of the nerve, with-
out producing any amelioration of the pain. On
the contrary, it augmented the bad state of the
patient, by inducing a mercurial eczema. No better
success followed the application of blisters.

This treatment occupied three weeks, without hav-
ing occasioned any diminution in the patient’s suffer-
ings, and latterly the thigh had rapidly diminished in
size, and was now one-third less in diameter than the
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opposite one. At this time Dr Krukenberg read ac-
cidentally the treatise of Rust, in which he describes
the success he met with from the use of ol. jecoris
aselli, in a case of ischias of similar violence." The

! The following is the case alluded to, which deserves notice on
account of so celebrated a practitioner as Rust having recorded it, as
well as from the intrinsic value of the case itself,

“One of our most celebrated civil officers, Herr Oberbergrath
Schaffrinski, had already suffered several weeks from what appeared
to be a perfect ischias nervosa, which he considered was attributable
to exposure to cold. He had also employed an anti-rheumatic
treatment, but without success, when I was consulted. 1 ordered
venesection, the repeated application of leeches and scarifica-
tions, frictions with mercurial ointment, and internally small doses
of tartar emetic, and later, repeated emetic and purgative remedies,
All this occasioned no relief, nor was the employment of volatile
liniments, the application of blisters after Cotuni’s method, or a
trial of antispastic and emollient remedies of every kind, attended
with better success, After some months’ useless treatment, I was

‘under the necessity of accompanying the escort of the deceased
" Prince of Hardenberg into Italy, and left the patient under other
professional care. On my return I found him in a truly deplo-
rable state, although he had not negleeted to demand the advice
of the most respectable and experienced Berlin physicians, and
tried every thing that rational or empiric means could devise, which
held out a hope of relief. I have seen few patients with such unin-
terrupted suffering. For nearly sixteen weeks he had been unable,
from pain, either to walk, to sit, or lie down, but was obliged to
continue day and night leaning against the back of a chair, in a half-
standing, half-bent position, with the legs fully stretched out, while
every change from this position induced the most excruciating
agony. In spite of every contrivance that could be thought of to
make this inconvenient position bearable to the patient, the pressure
had produced several sores on the breast and arms, which greatly
increased his sufferings., Under these circumstances the idea, for
the first time, oceurred to me of trying the Ced liver oil, and in this
most obstinate affection, when there had been tried, during seven
months, general and local bloodletting, alkaline, mercurial, and
russian baths, the cold douche, frictions of every deseription,
blisters and moxas, emetics and purgatives, as well as the internal
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patient was quite willing to take it after the method
preseribed by Rust. He drank, accordingly, every
morning, during the remission of the pain, 4 oz. of the
oil, and after the first few days experienced some
degree of alleviation. He continued its use for
three months without using any other remedy. In
six weeks after commencing to take the oil he was
enabled to pursue his duties in the hospital, and
while he gradually lost the slight pain which re-
mained, the strength and normal size of the limb re-
turned. He took the large dose of the oil described,
with black coffee, and the functions of the stomach
were in no way deranged.

Remarks.—In this case there existed an intermit-
tent violent pain, following the course of the ischiatic’
nerve, and it is not astonishing that these symptoms
should be referred to some change in the nervous tis-
sue. The patient, however, had previously suffered
from attacks of rheumatism, and the ordinary treat-
ment for neuralgia was productive of no benefit.
Wasting of the limb at length appeared, and the
disease was evidently augmenting when the ol. je-
coris aselli was given. From that time, however,
employment of opium, ipecacuanha, sublimate, turpentine, camphor,
aconite, belladonna, &c.; I was enabled to bring about, by eight
doses of the oil, so much benefit, that the patient could walk back-
wards and forwards in the room without pain, and take at night
the necessary rest in bed. He was perfectly and permanently re-

stored to health.” Aufsatze und Abhandlungen aus dem Gebicte der
Medicin, &c¢., von Dr T. Rust, Berlin, 1836, 2te. Band, s, 180,
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an amendment appeared, so that there can be
little doubt it is to the oil that the cure must be
attributed.

Whether the ol. jecoris aselli is as beneficial in
cases of chronic gout as in rheumatism may still be
considered a question in dubio. This, however, can-
not be said of neuralgia, for not only does our know-
ledge of the pathology of this affection render it very
unlikely that the oil would be beneficial, but actual
observation may be said to have demonstrated it.
Brefeld and other writers, for instance, have recorded
several cases where the oil was taken for a long
time without effect, and which subsequently reco-
vered under the use of tonies, sedatives, derivatives,
&e.  Professor Romberg, of Berlin, whose extensive
practice, and particular attention to nervous diseases
render him a great authority on this subject, also
informed me that, after numerous trials, he had
never seen it beneficial in a case of undoubted
neuralgia. Is the success of the oil, therefore,
capable of assisting our diagnosis in these cases?
This question, in the present state of our knowledge,
I shall not attempt to answer. It appears to me,
however, that one conclusion may be drawn from
the foregoing remarks, viz. that the non-success of
the oil in chronic rheumatism may, in several in-
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impetigo, and various scrofulous eruptions, &c.,
&e. ; thus, in the advanced stage, serofula appears
in different individuals in various forms, and hence
it is that the ol. jecoris aselli has been found use-
ful in what may at first appear widely different
maladies.

Although the oil is beneficial in most serofulous
affections, its good operation is much more apparent
in some than in others. Thus it is exceedingly use-
ful when the osseous texture is attacked, as in the
different degrees of rachitis, affections of the joints,
spina ventosa, and caries. It is equally serviceable
when the vasa lactea and mesenteric glands are
more particularly affected, especially if atrophy be
present. In this case, indeed, it appears to be the
only means of cure at present known. Its operation
is less remarkable and swift in serofulous eruptions
of the skin, ophthalmia, ottorheea, &ec., while it is
least beneficial in affections of the external glands,
more particularly if uleceration have not commenced.
Brefeld gives the case of a girl, who, at the same
time, laboured under ecaries in the bones of both
hands, and a moist scaly eruption on the fore part
of the neck and one arm. In a few months after
taking the oil, the disease in both hands was per-

fectly cured, while that in the neck remained
stationary. This, however, also at length disap-
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and since the affection has taken this form, a mark-
ed change has appeared in the child’s intellectual
powers. The patient laughed and cried without
" any apparent motive, took no notice of surrounding
objects, and gradually became idiotic. She passed
urine in the chamber, eat ravenously like an animal,
and struck people and things about her.

These symptoms were still present, and besides
the paralysis previously mentioned on the left side,
a farther examination determined that the child
had never spoken, and laboured under habitual con-
stipation. Since the epilepsy has returned regular-
ly, she has lost the power of standing, and is now
unable to walk. All attempts at progression, even
while supported, are accompanied by a trailing of
the affected leg; while, from the state of contraction
of the limb, and flexion of the knee, the toes only
reach the ground. The left arm is also contracted,
and she is unable to hold anything in the hand.
Some of the lymphatic glands of the neck are consi-
derably swollen, and on the head are several erusts
of tinea. The appetite is very great, but she does
not appear capable of masticating well, as she re-
tains the food a long time in the mouth. She takes
very little liquid. From the symptoms above-men-
tioned, epilepsy was diagnosed, depending on the de-
position of scrofulous matter, (tubercle) in the right
hemisphere of thebrain. There was apparently no
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bodily complaint, and the mental faculties are daily
gaining strength.

Remarks—This case is very important as indicat-
ing the relative value of iodine and the oil. Al-
though a scrofulous disposition was evident, which
had apparently proceeded to tubercular deposition
in the brain, the general strength was not diminish-
ed, and the functions of the digestive organs were
not deranged to any great degree. In this state
the exhibition of the oil was of little service, because
it was not necessary to augment the nutritive action,
which for the most part appears to be a necessary pre-
lude to its successful operation. Indeed, almost all
the cases I have seen, in which the oil was of marked
benefit, laboured under a general or local atrophy.
Todine, on the other hand, caused a great improvement
in this case, and evidently induced absorption of the
foreign body on which the symptoms depended. At
length, however, the patient became thinner, and the
nutritive functions were evidently affected. Here
then the oil was directly indicated, and, when given,
produced its usual beneficial results.

The long-continued use of iodine tends to produce
atrophy, and loss of the general strength. The Cod
liver oil, on the other hand, leads to the removal of
atrophy, and induces augmented power in the sys-
tem generally. The preat value of these remedies
therefore, as antagonists to each other, in the two
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dom appearing after the third year. According to
the observations of M. Guerin, it passes through
three distinet stages, which may be distinguished by
their symptoms, and the alterations occurring in the
osseous tissue. He denominates these stages those,
first, of incubation or effusion, second, of deformation,
and, third, of resolution or eburnation. The first
stage is distinguished, according to him, by the
phenomena of general fever, derangement of the
gastro-intestinal tube, diarrhoea, flatulent distention
of the abdomen, and a marked sensitiveness of the
whole osseous tissue. The second, by the swelling
of the ankles, knees, and wrists, and subsequent
deformity of the bones; the constitutional symptoms
are also increased. In the third stage the general
symptoms diminish, the epiphyses of the bones return
to their normal size, and the bones become consoli-
dated. He also seeks to establish a law, that the
deformity invariably proceeds from below upwards,
and that isolated deformity of the superior portions of
the skeleton, when none exists in the parts below, is
not owing to rachitis.

From what I have seen of this disease, on the
contrary, 1 consider that rachitis is not always dis-
tinguished by swelling of the joints and bending of
the bones, but may be indicated by a want of
development of the teeth, and a retardation in the
closing of the fontanelles. 1In these cases acute
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employment of the oil, he appeared to be perfectly
cured. I have myself often seen the boy since, and
he enjoys the most vigorous and robust health.

MALACOSTEON.

This disease differs from rachitis in its never ap-
pearing before puberty, in occurring more often in
women than in girls, and most frequently in those
who have had children. Men have also been known
to labour under it, but this is rare. It is most com-
monly met with affecting the pelvis, when it com-
mences with deep-seated pains in the loins and
thighs, often of a very acute nature. The pain is
always increased on motion, and hence the disease
is generally mistaken for gout or rheumatism. Fever
is seldom present, and the urine contains a sediment,

! The manner in which M. Bretonneau, of Tours, was induced to
give the oil in this disease deserves notice. He had treated the
rachitic child of a rich Dutch merchant with preparations of iodine
and other means, for some time, without success, He was then told
by the father that the elder children had previously suffered under
the same malady, and had heen cured by the Cod liver oil, which,
in Holland, was a popular remedy. Bretonneau gave the same sub-
stance to his young patient, and was much struck with the very
rapid and successful result which followed. He commenced making
researches with it on other patients, and it was only then that he learnt
fr the first time what had been written by the German authors on this
subject. He has since given it extensively in rachitis, with the
happiest results, This fact was communicated to the Société de
Médecine, de Paris, in 1837, by M. Roche. See Journ. de Méd. et
de Chir. Pratique, Mars 1837, and Traité Therapeutique par Trous-

seau et Pedonx, vol. 2, p. 261,
H
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I am inelined to suppose that this disease is by no
means so rare as is generaily thought, more especi-
ally that form of it which occurs in women after
" lying-in, and which consists of more or less softening
of the pelvic bones. Such individuals are generally
considered to be labouring under chronic gout,
rheumatism, or neuralgia. Professor Naegele, of
Heidelberg, related to me the following case:—A
woman who had had several children suffered for
several years great pain in the region of the sacrum,
lower part of the back, and thighs. Every medical
man in Manheim had been consulted, and during that
time she had almost exhausted the materia medica in
a fruitless search after a cure. Professor Naegele
was consulted, and asked her if she had beecome short-
er lately. She answered yes, and was apparently as-
tonished at the question. Malacosteon was diagnos-
ed, and the ol. jecor. aselli given. In six monthsall
pain had left her, and she has since remained well.

Hoebeke, of Sottegem, states that he has observed
malacosteon follow the employment of the ol. jecoris
aselli in ten women, who had previously had natural
labours.! Delavacherie and Simon have observed
similar cases following the use of Huile de Poisson.?
It appears evident to me, however, that these gentle-

! Bulletin Méd. Belge, Fevr. 1838, p. 46, and Archiv. de la Méd.

Belge, Jan. 1840, tom. 1. p. 28.
2 Annales de la Société de Méd. de Gand, and Journ. des Conn,

Méd, Juin, 1839,
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men have been entirely deceived in attributing the
production of malacosteon to the oil. There can be
little doubt that the rheumatismal pains for which
the oil was originally given were, in point of fact,
the symptoms of the malacosteon, which had already
commenced.

ScrROFULOUS CARIES OF THE DONES.

Scrofulous caries is at the same time a general
and local disease, and it is in vain attempting to cure
the latter without improving the former. It isin
this point of view that the Cod liver oil is so valuable,
and has been given by Brefeld, Kopp, Knod von
Helmenstreit, Knolz,' Dieffenbach, Jiingken, Tau-
flied, and a variety of practitioners with the best
results, first improving in such cases the general
cachectic diathesis, and then causing the caries in
the bones and ulecerations in the integuments to
cicatrize. The judicious practitioner, however, will
not neglect, during the internal administration of the
oil, to make such local applications as the nature of
the case may in his opinion render necessary. Thus
leeches, if the parts are swollen, inflamed, and painful;
the occasional application of compression; stimu-
lating the surface by a lotion composed of 3ij of
ioduret of potass, to 3ij of water; frictions with

} Hufeland’s Journ., Bd. 38. Heft, 4, s, 10,
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an ointment composed of 3vj of ioduret of potassium to
5ss of lard., as recommended by Taufllied; or the local
application of the oil itself, as advised by others,
may in different cases be useful, and facilitate the
cure.

Among several instances of its success, Brefeld
mentions the case of a woman whose arm was swollen
three times the natural size, was of a fiery red colour,
and highly painful. Eight large openings, with
swollen, raised, and spongy edges, led into a large
carious cavity, from which was continually dis-
charged, on all sides, a profuse, fetid, and irritating
matter. A probe sank half its length into the sub-
stance of the swollen bone. Hectic fever had pro-
strated the general strength, and induced great
emaciation. Amputation of the limb was recom-
mended by the medical man in attendance as the
last and only means of saving her life, which she
refused to submit to. At this time Drefeld was
called in, who found that in her early youth she had
suffered from several scrofulous affections, had had
swelling of the glands, and eruptions on the head.
He did not think, from the general scrofulous con-
stitution, and extreme state of the patient, that am-
putation was admissible. He considered the disease
incurable, but, with a view of satisfying the patient,
he gave the oil internally, and applied cooling dress-
ings to the arm, and from that time it began to
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improve. The fever, swelling, redness, and pain,
together with the fetid sanious discharge, gradually
disappeared, and her appetite and general strength
proportionably increased. The ulcers healed one
after the other; four of them, however, being only
encrusted over, and constantly bedewed with a slight
fluid secretion. After some months the arm was
diminished to its natural size, and an anchylosis of
the elbow joint established. Four years subsequently
she was in good bodily health, but some crusts still
remained on four of the ulcers, which were kept
moist by an unimportant fluid secretion.

Knod von Helmenstreit gives the case of a boy, six
years of age, in whom a hip-joint disease (Coxar-
throcacz) was produced by a fall on the knee. Nu-
merous external and internal remedies were employ-
ed without checking the progress of the disease.
The affected limb at length became shortened, and
an abscess opened on the fore part of the thigh, the
matter from which was very profuse, and so acrid as
to inflame the parts over which it passed. The boy’s
constitution now suffered greatly, he fell into a state
eachexia, with hectic fever, and death appeared inevi-
table. The ol. jecor.aselli was given at this time,at first
in the form of clyster, as the extreme weakness of the
patient rendered it probable that it would not be
retained on the stomach, but subsequently it was ad-

I Op. cit. p. 108.
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tuation had been decidedly evident, diminished in
volume, but remained stationary about the size of a
feetal head for two months. It then gradually less-
ened in size, and in the month of January 1838 had
entirely disappeared. In June, however, pains again
returned in the lumbar region, and a new collection
of matter formed about the size of an egg. On again
administering the oil, these symptoms also left him,
and a complete cure was established. At present
the spinous processes of the two first lumbar verte-
bree are some what prominent, but progression is
normal, and the health perfect.

I have seen two cases of scrofulous ecaries which
appear to me to have been cured by the oil.

Case VII.

LPaedarthrocace—Serofulous constitution—Glandular
swellings in the neck—Swelling of wristgjoint, with
caries of the bones and discharge of tuberculous mat-
ter—Ol. jecoris aselli.—Cure.

An infant named Robert Linde was weaned when
about three months old, on account of the secretiﬁn
of milk in the mother ceasing. Shortly after, he
was brought to Prof. Barez’s clinique in La Charité
Hospital, Berlin, suffering from catarrh. He was
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also much emaciated, and laboured under general fe-
brile excitement. Leeches were twice applied to the
chest, and light antiphlogistic and refrigerating reme-
dies employed, but without alleviating the cough.
Diarrheea also now appeared, followed by great pros-
tration of strength, so that the child could not remain
upright in the nurse’s arms. The skin assumed the
yellow cachectic appearance so common in serofulous
children, and the glands in the neck became some-
what swollen. One or two of these enlarged con-
siderably, and from the time the affection assumed
more of a local form, the general health com-
menced greatly to improve. The swellings, however,
gradually disappeared under the use of warm appli-
cations. The child was not brought to the clinique
for a space of two months, during which time, accord-
ing to the report of the mother,it enjoyed good health.
At the expiration of this period, however, when the
child was six months of age, a red and hard swelling
formed on the back of the right hand, situated on
the upper part of the metatarsal bones, and partially
covering the wrist joint. When again brought to
the clinique there was in addition a considerable de-
gree of fever, with diarrheea, the abdomen was swol-
len, the limbs and body otherwise much emaciated,
and the general appearance highly cachectic. To
combat the fever and irritation light cooling regimen
was ordered with neutral salts. In a week these
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symptoms with the diarrhcea disappeared, but in the
mean time the swelling on the hand had opened, and
discharged a quantity of thin watery fluid, contain-
ing tuberculous matter, which when squeezed or
rubbed was found to be of a cheesy consistence. The
opening was about the size of a small pea, and on
introducing into it a probe, the bones below were
found rough and evidently carious. The ol. jecoris
aselli was now ordered in teaspoonful doses twice or
three times daily. In a few weeks a great amend-
ment had taken place, the surface assumed a better
colour, he appeared stronger, and enjoyed a good ap-
petite. Irom this time the matter discharged gra-
dually diminished in quantity, and after three months
the aperture had completely healed up, and the
child might be said to be well. The bones of the
wrist, however, still appear (Feb. 1841, three months
subsequently) somewhat thicker than those of the
left, but this no doubt will diminish as the child
grows up.

Remarks—In this case the scrofulous diathesis,
arising from insufficient nourishment, terminated in
the local deposition of tubercular matter in the
bones, and formation of caries. It will be observed
that diarrheea, with symptoms of general irritation,
existed, which were first removed by proper regi-
men and treatment.  Z%en the ol. jecoris aselli was
given with the best effects. In all such cases it is
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was 17 years of age, dated her first illness five years
back, when she suffered from tinea capitis. Short-
ly afterwards she entered the Clinical Hospital of
Berlin, under Prof. Barez, labouring under incipient
disease of the hip-joint, as indicated by the inability
of resting on the left limb, difficulty of moving the
joint, pain in the knee and on pressure under Pou-
part’s ligament. At this time she presented all the
symptoms of a serofulous constitution, but the gene-
ral health was not greatly affected. The usual
treatment in such cases was employed, consisting of
local bloodletting, followed by moxas and other
derivatives. The disease of the joint, however, con-
tinued to make slow but certain progress, and the
affected limb became longer than the other. Asthe
local disease advanced, the general health became
. affected; she lost her appetite; the countenance and
surface of the body assumed a highly cachectic ap-
pearance; there was hectic fever, great wasting, and
in short every thing indicated approaching dissolu-
tion. At this time, about eighteen months after
entering the hospital, she was ordered to take the
ol. jecor. aselli in table-spoonful doses, morning and
evening, which was subsequently to be increased.
The friends, however, imagining that she would die
in the hospital, took her home, avowedly in order
to prevent a post mortem examination. In the
mean time, the Iimb which at first was longer than
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the unaffected one, commenced to shorten, and

shortly after being at home, and still continuing the
use of the oil, the general health greatly improved.
In two years and a half from the commencement of
her complaints, and about six months after taking
the oil, a false hip joint was fully established,
and the left leg was six inches shorter than the
other. There was, however, no longer pain, the

health was good, the appetite had returned, and the
general functions of the system were performed

with regularity. It was ascertained that for some
months after leaving the hospital, the ol. jecor.
aselli was almost the only substance of a nutritive
nature that she took at all. The oil was now discon-
tinued, and she enjoyed good health for three or four
weeks. At the expiration of this time, however,
she complained of pain in the neck, which gradually
increased, and assumed all the characteristics of that,
accompanying caries of the cervical vertebrae. Deg-
lutition was painful; the slightest movement of the
head caused great agony, and it remained fixed and
immoveable in consequence. At length, during
every slight movement she was obliged to make in
bed, or even when any one was walking across the
room, the hands were applied to the head in order
to support it, and prevent it pressing on the verte-
brae below. These symptoms continued about four
months, notwithstanding the application of leeches,
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cupping, followed by moxas and other derivatives,
and she was rapidly falling into the state of maras-
mus, from which she formerly recovered, when the
ol. jecor. aselli was again given. In four weeks
there was an evident amendment, and the acute
pain gradually diminished. Three months subse-
quently there was no longer pain, but the neck was
bent forwards, and the fourth, fifth, and sixth cervi-
cal vertebree became prominent. In ten months
more the head was thrown forwards and downwards
on the chest and between the shoulders, and the
length of the trunk greatly diminished. Complete
anchylosis had taken place between the bodies of
the fourth, fifth, and sixth cervical vertebrse, the
spinous processes of which bones formed a very
acute curvature posteriorly. There was, however,
no pain, the head possessed its power of rotation,
and the general health was good. During the whole
of this time she continued taking the oil, with the
exceptions of occasional intermissions, when other
tonics were given in order that the digestive organs
and appetite might not be affected. It was in this
condition I saw her during the winter of 1840, and
1841. She could then walk with crutches, suffered
no pain either in the left hip-joint or neck, and her
general health was good. She had not yet menstru-
ated, and although seventeen years of age, had the
height and appearance of a girl eight years old.
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enabled the disease here also to go through all its
stages, and terminate in anchylosis. = Numerous
cases undoubtedly exist where a hip-joint or a ver-
tebral disease has occurred, and terminated in the
same way, although no oil was given. There are
few, however, where such important structural
lesions as those above detailed, and continuing so long
a time, have terminated so favourably, after the ge-
neral strength had been so much reduced as to ren-
der death almost certain. Reasoning, therefore,
without prejudice, and viewing it in conjunction
with other instances of its action, I do not consider
myself erroneous in attributing much of the bene-
ficial results to the administration of the oil.

It is not always, however, that the ol. jecor. aselli
produces such striking results. I saw a case in
Heidelberg of caries of the ribs, in which the oil had
been taken for a long time without any beneficial
result. DBut in another of spina ventosa in the same
town, in which it had been taken for several years,
although the local affection had not been healed, the
profuse and fetid discharge, hectic fever, and colli-
quative sweats had been diminished, and the patient’s
strength and external appearance muchimproved.

In chronic white swellings of the joints the oil
has produced similar results to those just mentioned.
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irregular, and that diarrheea and constipation often
alternated with each other. A short time after the
commencement of these symptoms he became very
thin, and the abdomen rapidly enlarged. The me-
dical men who were at this time consulted, treated
the case as one of phthisis, and considered the swell-
ing of the abdomen attributable to dropsy. During
the space of a year several kinds of treatment were
had recourse to, principally of a tonic nature, and
various bitters and quinine were persisted in for
some time, without making any impression on the
disease, which continued to make rapid progress.
At length the mother was informed that nothing
could save the child, and the medical men of the
town refused seeing him more. Under such ecir-
cumstances the mother brought the child to Heidel-
berg, who, on the 4th of May 1840, presented the
following symptoms:—He was six years of age, and
presented in a most marked degree the appearance
of a confirmed serofulous and cachectic constitution.
There was a peculiar expression of suffering in the
face, and extreme emaciation of the whole body
The abdomen was enormously swollen, and in cir-
cumference was double the normal size. The abdo-
minal integuments were not hard but exceedingly
distended, with large purple prominent veins run-
ning in their substance. The surface was covered
with numerous fissures similar to those often seen on
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the abdomen of pregnant women. IHere and there
hard, deep-seated, irregular swellings varying in
size, could be felt on pressure. He suffered under
great weakness, was unable to walk or even to sup-
port himself in an upright position, and complained
of pain in the limbs and abdomen. He had no ap-
petite; the tongue was clean; the stools irregular;
the pulse quick and weak, and in short he had all
the symptoms of hectic fever. Atrophia mesen-
terica was diagnosed, and the mother informed that
although the child was dangerously ill, there was
still some hope. Rejoiced to find that there was
some probability of saving her only child, the mo-
ther took lodgings in Heidelberg to place him more
especially under Dr Nebel's care. 3zss. of the ol.
jecor. aselli was ordered to be taken morning and
evening; acorn coffee as a beverage,’ and ext. cin-
chona 3ss. daily, in four doses, with an aromatic
water. The secretions and execretions also were to

! Glandes quercus toste.— Acorn coffee.  'When the continental
system of Napoleon continued, the high price of genuine coffee led
to the substitution of this substance, and it was observed that the
health of adults, as well as of echildren, especially among the lower
classes, was rendered much better by its use, If cachexia were pre-
sent, the colour of the cheeks became more healthy, the body
stronger and better nourished, and the general sufferings attendant
on serofula, which are so common among the lower orders, were
greatly alleviated. It agrees remarkably well with the constitution
of children, and as a slight astringent, somewhat nourishing, and
powerfully tonic remedy, is especially indicated where torpor and
laxity are predominant. It acts exceedingly well as a slight stimu-
lant to the intestinal camal, and hence is adopted to remove the
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practical physician, acted judiciously in combining
all the remedies which appeared to him most likely
to cure his patient. Indeed, it is only by acting in
this manner, and combining with the exhibition of
the oil a proper treatment, that it can ever be
expected to cure such desperate cases as the one
just detailed. The circumstance, however, which
proves that the cure is principally to be attributed
to the oil, is the evident amendment which had
taken place before iodine was in any way adminis-
tered. He took it three weeks with ext. einch.
alone, and at the termination of that time all pains
in the limbs and abdomen were removed, and the
excretions were more regular. Here, then, the pro-
cess of amendment had already commenced, and it
was only with a view of assisting the action of the
oil that the ointment containing hydriodate of potash
was administered. The subsequent management of
the case shows that nothing was omitted that could
tend to the patient’s recovery, and its treatment
throughout exhibits great practical tact and skill on
the part of the physician.

Dr Mencke of Pyrmont communicated to me a
case so similar to the above that I have not thought
it worth while to detail it at length. Indeed, since
the properties of the ol. jecor. aselli have become
known, snch cases are by no means uncommon in
Germany. The son of this gentleman fell a vietim
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to atrophia mesenterica, and I shall not readily
forget the regrets he expressed at not having been
previously acquainted with a medicine which he
considered to be almost a certain remedy for the
disease.

Puruisis PULMONALIS.

It must be acknowledged by every one, that if
there be one form of scrofulous disease more uni-
formly fatal than another, that form is undoubted-
ly phthisis pulmonalis. Perhaps, also, there is no
opinion connected with medicine more deeply rooted
among the profession and the public than that con-
sumption is incurable, an opinion that extended ob-
servation has hitherto only tended to confirm. And
yet it has been demonstrated by Laennec,' Andral,”
Cruvelhier,® Louis,* Rogée,” Kingston,® and several
others, that even tuberculous cavities in the lungs
are not invariably fatal, and are susceptible of being
cicatrized like other lesions of structure. This fact
is now universally acknowledged. It is only con-
sidered, then, by most individuals, that therapeutics

1 Traité de ’Auscultation. Observations, 19, 20, 21, and 23.

2 Clinique Medicale. Tom. 4, p. 369, et seq.

3 Thes. ad aggregat, 1823. An omnis pulmonum exulceratio vel
etiam excavatio insanabilis.

4 Recherches Anatomico-pathologiques surla Phthisie, pp. 82 et 35.

5 Archiv, Gen. de Med. Tom. 5. 1839.

6 Medico Chir, Trans, 1837. Vol. ii. 2d Series, p. 327.
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Delcour observes, “it is certain, that by its employ-
ment we have been able to prolong the existence of*
many phthisical individuals, alreadyarrived at the last
degree of marasmus, and that many physicians of
Verviers have informed us that they had observed
the same effects under its influence. We have seen
the colliquative diarrhcea and sweats arrested, the
digestive functions re-established, and the cough and
expectoration diminished, until new softenings have
arrived to carry off the patient. We believe then,
that this medicine deserves to occupy a distinguished
place in the treatment of pulmonary phthisis, and
that it at least deserves a farther trial.”!

Professor Osann of Berlin assured me that he had
given the oil in several cases of phthisis pulmonalis
with the best results, and in one ecase, that of a wo-
man who was in the last stage of the disease, and
whose state appeared to be perfectly hopeless, a com-
plete recovery was brought about by its means. 1
was informed also by Dr Wolf, Clinical Professor in
the University of Berlin, in a conversation I had with
him on this subject, that there could be no doubt
regarding the utility of the oleum jecoris aselli in
phthisis pulmonalis. He has found it of great service
in the second stage, where tuberculous mﬁtter was
spit up, but where the hectic had not reduced the
system to a great degree. It is true that many

! Archives de La Méd. Belge. Tom. i. p. 272.
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sweats; considerable cough, and some degree of
cedema in the feet. The sputa was very profuse, and
of a mucopurulent nature, but free from tubercular
masses. Percussion discovered nothing,—ausculta-
tion detected mucous and submucous rales in the
superior third of both lungs, and in the right fossa
supraspinata, the vocal resonance was much louder
than in the left. There was strong hectic fever;
profuse sweatings, and frequent teasing cough, with
roughness in the larynx. His health did not im-
prove during the course of the summer, in which lo-
cal bloodletting, blisters, anodynes, expectorants, and
the usual remedies given to phthisical patients in ge-
neral were administered. About the middle of sum-
mer he had a return of the hemoptysis, and two
epileptic attacks. The prognosis now was that death
could not be far distant, as he did not sleep, the
cedema was much increased, and the digestive pro-
cess was much deranged, while from the long con-
tinuance of the disease also there appeared little to
hope. At this time the ol. jecor. aselli was ordered
in doses of 2 oz. daily which were afterwards increas-
ed to 4 oz. Shortly afterwards there was an amend-
ment perceptible, and from that time all the symp-
toms above detailed gradually disappeared, so that
three months after commencing to take the remedy
he was perfectly restored to health,

Remarks—The particulars of this case are much
more perfect than those of the last, and the cough,
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Case XIII.

Periodic Mania—Periostitis over the olecranon, with
caries—Cough, with purulent bloody sputa—Cavern
in the superior third of right lung—Hectic fever—
OL. jecoris aselli—Gradual return of the strength,
and disappearance of the local and general dis-
order.—Cure.

Marguerite E—, aged 35, a servant, of scrofulous
constitution, had been in the Heidelberg lunatic
asylum since October 31, 1834, on account of peri-
odic mania. In January 1838 she complained of a
short teazing cough, which, during the subsequent
six months, underwent no perceptible amelioration,
and latterly had been attended with slight expec-
toration. On the 6th of June, she, for the first time,
called the attention of the physician to a hard, red,
immoveable tumour, situated over the right olecra-
non, which was painful on pressure, and prevented
her fully flexing or extending the limb. Notwith-
standing the repeated application of leeches and
frictions of mercurial ointment, the swelling in-
ereased, involved the whole elbow joint, became at
last fluctuating over the olecranon, opened of itself,
and discharged a quantity of thin purulent matter,
mixed with bloody streaks. Examination with a
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probe shewed that the olecranon was divested of
periosteum, and uneven on its surface. The general
swelling of the joint continually increased. The
condyles of the humerus were augmented in size,
and a thin yellow fluid was discharged from the
opening, sometimes mingled with blood. The pain
was very considerable, and excrueiatingly increased
on any attempt to straighten, flex, or elevate the
Joint. During the progress of these local symptoms
the cough had much increased, the expectoration was
bloody and purulent, and very profuse. The sweat-
ings became more abundant, and all the symptoms
of hectic fever appeared one after the other. Aus-
cultation detected cavernous respiration under the
right clavicle, with dulness on percussion. During
thee xternal use of fomentations and chamomile
bath applied to the elbow, and internally Rust’s pills
of assafeetida and phosphoric acid, which, with slight
variation, were continued for five months,the situation
of the patient became worse and worse. Under these
circumstances the ol. jecor. aselli was given in Novem-
ber, 1838, with the decoc. centaurium minoris. Four
table-spoonfuls were at first taken daily, which were
gradually increased to eight. At the commence-
ment it was necessary to suspend its use for a half
or even a whole day, on account of the vomiting it
occasioned. This, however, soon ceased, and the
remedy was regularly taken afterwards, until the
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6th of October, 1839, together with acorn cofiee,
and the external application, to the elbow joint, of
chamomile fomentations and poultices. During this
period, which was of nearly a year’s duration, it was
observed at first that the swelling of the elbow was
sometimes diminished, and at others increased, the
latter more especially during the period of menstru-
ation. It was at such times also more red and pain-
ful, and secreted a more abundant discharge. The
constitutional illness, however, was much improved.
The sweatings disappeared, the cough and expector-
ation were diminished, and the latter became free
from blood and pus. The cachectic appearance of
the patient also was much improved, and she was
evidently better nourished, and daily increased in
strength. After a three months’ use of this remedy,
the swelling, redness, and pain of the elbow com-
menced to diminish, the discharge gradually became
less and less, and after a time entirely ceased. The
arm by degrees regained some degree of mobility,
and in September 1839, the wound was completely
healed. At this time the patient appeared quite
healthy ; there was no longer any cough, or other
symptoms of pectoral affection. Under the right
clavicle, however, there was still heard a distant ca-
vernous respiration, but there was no mucous rale,
and percussion on this side gave as sonorous a tone
as that on the other. Since then the cicatrix over
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At this time he was ordered the ol. jecor. aselli, at
first in two tea-spoonful, afterwards in two table-
spoonful doses, twice daily. He continued its em-
ployment for about twelve months, and gradually
lost all cough, became stronger, appeared more ro-
bust, and towards the end of his eleventh year en-
joyed good health.

Dr Dommes was first called in when the boy was
twelve years and six months old, and found a lad of
a scrofulous and rachitic constitution, with a well
marked phthisical habitus, as demonstrated by the
long curved nails, long eye-lashes, &ec.; the cough
had returned within the last six months, but without
much expectoration, and the appetite had remained

good, and the bowels regular. He was now labour-
ing under fever, the pulse was frequent and weak,

and he could obtain no sleep. He complained of a
sharp pain in the left side of chest inferiorly, increas-
ed on taking a deep inspiration. Auscultation de-
tected at the summit of the left lung, cavernous respi-
ration with perfect pectoriloquy, no cavernous rattle.
Posteriorly under the inferior angle of the left sca-
pula, a loud friction sound was heard both during
inspiration and expiration. A normal respiratory
murmur was at the same time heard in both lungs,
and percussion gave the same tone on both sides.
Six leeches were applied under the left scapula, and

antiphlogistic remedies given, by means of which



148 PHTHISIS PULMONALIS.

the fever abated and he became somewhat better.
In fourteen days there was another attack of pleu-
risy, accompanied with fever, quick and weak pulse,
furred tongue, constipation, pain in the right side,
cough and expectoration. A space the size of the
hand in the inferior portion of the right side of the
chest was slightly dull on percussion, and a friction
sound was clearly heard immediately above it. In
the left lung a vomica was still evident ag before.
The respiratory murmur, except in the places above
mentioned, was normal on both sides. Leeches were
ordered to be applied to the painful part in right side
of chest, and internally the bowels were to be operated
on by means of sulphate of magnesia. He again im-
proved,but a week subsequently he was seized sudden-
ly at night with dyspneea, and increased pain in the
right side. The heart also beat violently, the cheeks
wereflushed, and the pulse wasfrequent but not strong.
He was bled 4 oz., and the liq. kali. acet. given. This
produced a temporary relief, but in twenty-four hours
the dyspnaa returned, and soon inereased to orthop-
neea.  The extreme difficulty of breathing, however,
left him the next day, and he became gradually
better, so much so, indeed, that at the termination
of a week he could sit up. He had now slight fever
every afternoon, but neither now or durm§ the
progress of the case did colliquative sweats make
their appearance. He now took small doses of
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quite empty. Its inner surface was dry, and of a
dirty brownish colour, somewhat resembling that of
a smoked ham. Its walls were not lined by any
adventitious membrane, but were composed of the
substance of the lungs in a condensed and consider-
ably indurated state. Neither in the neighbourhood
of this cavern, nor in any other part of the left lung,
were any traces of tubercle to be found. Posteriorly
and inferiorly there were some old adhesions uniting
the pleura together. The whole of the right lung
was studded with tubercles from the size of a pea to
that of a bean. They were of a yellowish colour, of
hard consistence, and appeared to have been freshly
deposited.  Posteriorly and latterly there was a
considerable effusion of coagulable lymph in flakes
adherent to the lung. The bronchia were natural,
containing only a little mucus. There was slight
hypertrophy in the left ventricle of the heart.
The liver was much enlarged, yellow, and had un-
dergone the fatty degeneration in a great portion
of its extent. The kidneys inferiorly were strongly
injected. The other organs presented nothing ab-
normal.

Remarks.—In this case, according to the report of
a medical man, the patient laboured under phthisis,
took the ol. jecor. aselli for the space of a year, and
was restored to health for the period of twelve
months. It becomes a question whether, if the boy



PIITHISIS PULMONALIS. 1ol

at this period had been removed from the unhealthy
lodging in which he lived, and had enjoyed good
nourishment, he would not have entirely overcome
the tendency to tubercular deposition. Continued
exposure, however, to the exciting causes occasioned
the return of the disease in an acute form, which
terminated fatally in three months. On examina-
tion a cavity was found in the left lung, of such an
appearance as to render it certain that it could not
have been formed during the latter short and acute
illness. It must have arisen from a period then
antecedent ; and we hear a medical man declare that
eighteen months previously he had only recovered
from phthisis. It is also to be remarked, that no
trace of tubercle was to be detected, not only near
the cavity, but throughout the whole of the left
lung,—a circumstance which, with the appearance of
the cavity itself, is conclusive regarding its not
being a recent formation. On the other hand, we
find the opposite lung studded with fresh tubercles.
I therefore conclude that the cavity discovered in a
healing state in the left lung belonged to the pthisi-
cal condition which existed eighteen months before
his death; that the disposition which this morbid
change usually possesses of advancing to a fatal ter-
mination, was most probably checked by the admi-
nistration of ol. jecor. aselli, but that a continued
exposure to the exciting causes induced a return of
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vated above the skin, and exhaled a strong putrid
smell. No remedies had been left untried, and at
last he employed even all kinds of empiric means of
cure, but without success. The powers of the pa-
tient at length became exhausted, and all remedies
and painful applications were refrained from. Con-
ceiving that the ol. jecor. aselli might possibly be
useful, the affected parts were now ordered to be
dressed with it, in conjunction with its internal em-
ployment. In two months the patient was quite well.

Dr Marshall Hall found its external application
beneficial in troublesome affections conjoining the
character of impetigo, with erysipelatous redness and
swelling, when all other remedies had been tried
fruitlessly. He states it also to be a preventive and
speedy cure for rhagades or chaps, and of great
benefit in cases of eczema, and other diseases indue-
ing excoriation and fissures of the skin. He alludes
to the case of a lady “ whose hands had been liter-
ally crippled for several years, from painful, pustular,
fissured, encrusted swelling of the fingers, palms, and
back part (impetigo scabida). The case may be con-
ceived from the mere fact of her having applied up-
wards of two hundred leeches. She experienced
great advantage from the first application of the Cod
liver oil, and she was speedily cured.”

! Medical Gazette, 1832. vol. x. p. 796.
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Dr G. H. Richter of Wiesbaden, in a paper he has
published on this subject,’' praises the ol. jecor. aselli
not only for its beneficial results in scrofulous affec-
tions of the skin, but in inveterate cases of itch, and
those arising from the abuse of mercury and other
causes. In exanthemata, on the other hand occa-
sioned by abdominal affections, especially abdominal
plethora, hemmorhoids, liver disease, &c. little or no
benefit is to be expected from its use. His treatment
is so far peculiar that he gives the brown and im-
pure oil, (he considers the lighter kinds inert) in very
large doses, at least from six to ten table-spoonfuls
daily. The favourable result, according to him, first
appears in the fourth week, and its employment
must be continued for three months. At the same
time the diet must be strictly regulated, and all flat-
tulent, salted, acid and other substances difficult of
digestion, must be avoided. He remarks, that not
unfrequently the favourable operation of the oil is
first shown by an increase of the eruption, especially
of those which in their nature approach psora. From
his method of giving the oil he has often observed
the secretion of urine increased, which however was
only changed in quality in two cases. In these the
urine was abundant, and deposited a sediment with
specks of fat on its upper surface, such as is often
found in the urine of pthisical patients. An in-

1 Medecin, Zeit, der vereins fiir Heilk, in Preussen, 1835,
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the sore had a very indolent character. The secre-
tion from its surface was yellowish, cheesy, and had
the peculiar appearance seen in serofulous uleers.
An examination of the wound showed that the
base of the sore was in close approximation with the
periosteum covering the bone below. According to
the patient’s account the ulcer commenced two years
ago, and immediately followed an attack of general
rheumatic fever, attended with lengthened and vio-
lent pains in the whole arm. It was, at first, not
larger than half a crown, and accompanied by vio-
lent acute pains, particularly at night, which de-
stroyed all sleep, but latterly these have in some
degree subsided. She has taken numerous remedies
internally, and a variety of applications have been
made to the uleer, but so far from doing good, it has
slowly continued to enlarge. On account of the
serofulous habit and cachectic state of the patient,
who also in her youth had frequently suffered from
chronie scrofulous eruptions on the skin, the ol. je-
coris aselli was direetly indicated, and ordered to be
taken morning and evening in table-spoonful doses.
At the same time, the sore was dressed with stimu-
lating washes, which had frequently been done pre-
viously without effect. At first the oil appeared to
lessen the appetite, an effect which was removed by
ordering her to take, in addition, two table-spoonfuls
of the elixir aurantiorum, in a little wine, daily,
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cloudy, and several ulcers formed, which degenerated
into opaque specks, with facettes. The diet was
carefully regulated, and the usual general and local
remedies employed, such as saline baths, acorn coffee,
guiacum, with rhubarb, conium, mercury, &e., &e.,
locally bloodletting, and continued derivatives. The
room also was kept dark.

These remedies appeared to be of no further use
than lessening the occasional exacerbations of the
disease. At length iodine was given internally, and
also externally, by means of the bath, for a consider-
able time without effect.

After four years’ useless employment of these vari-
ous remedies, the ol. jecor. aselli was given. At
first, two table-spoonfuls were taken daily, which
was afterwards increased to four., Nothing was
done locally, except guarding the eyes from light by
means of a shade. After three months’ use of this
remedy, there was a striking improvement, and in
eight months he was perfectly cured. There was
then no appearance of ophthalmia, and no trace of
the cloudiness and specks in the cornea remained.
He has continued well ever since.

Remarks.—The circumstance . of iodine having
been tried in this case, and failed, renders it inter-
esting, showing that if the action of the oil is to be
attributed to that substance, it must at least exist
in some form of combination which augments its
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reddened. The seeretion of the lachrymal and mei-
bomean glands somewhat increased. She could see
large objects, but not small ones, and felt an itching
or pricking pain in the organ. There was also dull
headach in the left temple. :

She had been using some lotion for three or four
weeks, which had produced no good result. A drop
of the ol. jecor. aselli was ordered to be applied to
the right eye every evening. The oil employed was
of a brownish red colour, but clear, and had a very
sharp taste. Small doses of the tartrate of antimony
were administered internally to produce an action
on the skin. This, with an antiphlogistic diet, abso-
lute repose, and guarding the eyes from light, con-
stituted the treatment. The application of the oil
first caused itching, which continued half an hour,
but after the third day only lasted fifteen minutes.
On the fourth day the conjunctiva was strongly in-
jected, and there was much epiphora. Several points
in the cornea which were formerly opaque became
more transparent. She could distinguish large ob-
jects. The oil was now suspended, and cold lotions em-
ployed. After four days it was again ordered, but did
not occasion any reaction. A drop was even applied
twice daily, and slight pain with reaction again made
its appearance. In a week the cornea looked more
grey, having lost much of its dirty white aspect. It
was again suspended, and then reapplied. After a
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month’s treatment she could distinguish the number
of fingers held up, and in two months could name
the capital letters in a printed page of ordinary sized
type. The case was continuing to progress favoura-
bly when I left Paris.

Remarfes—The nature of this affection is in-
volved in much obscurity. It is supposed, however,
to be an atrophy of the conjunctiva cornez by the
German opthalmologists, accompanied by a species
of softening of the tissue. Atrophy is manifested by
the small concavities observable with a lens, the
edges of which are pressed together in such a man-
ner as to give them a regular form. The softening
appears to occasion the dirty whitish tint, which
causes the opacity and peculiar colour observed in
this disease. It has hitherto been considered incur-
able, and in the present case the oil was employed
without much hope of benefit, and because experience
has sufficiently proved other applications to be use-
less. The good results, however, which attended its
employment in this case warrant a repetition of its
application under similar circumstances.

A remedy which has been given with such good
results in some diseases, has, like all new medicines,
been tried in numerous others, and occasionally
with success. Thus, it is said to be useful in the
small, hard, chronie swellings of the female breast,

S S
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the analeptic properties of the oil would prove of
great benefit.!

Lastly, Professor Dieffenbach of Berlin has given
it to numerous individuals labouring under carci-
noma in all its forms with extraordinary good re-
sults. This fact has even found its way into several
Journals. It is not to be supposed, however, that
this celebrated surgeon has ever by its means cured
cancer when already formed, or even ever eradicated
it from the constitution. On the contrary, as he
himself explained to me, what he means by good
results is having, in numerous cases, when the indi-
viduals had been much exhausted, and presented
a highly cachectic and unhealthy aspect, seen these
latter symptoms removed, the appetite and digestion
return, so as to approach a mnormal state, and life
again rendered tolerable for a few years.

I When at Frankfort on the Maine, last spring, Dr Spiess of that
town communicated to me the case of Miss Harriet R——; an
English girl, aged 13, of serofulous disposition, who was seized
during January 1840, at Coblenz, with a violent cough, attended
with great expectoration, and febrile symptoms, which induced a
suspicion of phthisis. After many remedies had been tried unsuc-
cessfully, the ol. jecor. aselli was given, and the cough, and expecto-
ration from that time gradually diminished. She remained well
all the summer, but the winter following, when at Frankfort, the
same cough returned, and became very violent, but disappeared again in
a few weeks on taking the oil. The mother of the patient expressed
much surprise at never having heard of this remedy in England.
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swelling in the back gradually inereased, and the upper
part of the trunk was thrown forward. In this state the
child remained completely helpless for the space of another
twelvemonth, his parents considering the case incurable,
and although treating him with care, and employing such
popular remedies as suggested themselves to them, other-
wise abandoning him to his fate. At this time Professor
Rineker, when visiting another patient in the same house,
was induced to examine him, and discovered an angular
prominence of the fifth, sixth, and seventh dorsal verte-
bree. The angle was so acute, that it was evident that
the bodies of the vertebrz were greatly softened, and that
the disease was in its third stage. At the same time all
the constitutional symptoms of scrofula were strongly
marked. His whole appearance was highly cachectie, the
skin of a dirty white colour, the abdomen econsiderably
swollen and tense, the inferior extremities much atrophied,
diarrhcea alternating with constipation, &e. There was,
however, no hectic fever, or colliquative sweating. The re-
spiration was in some degree difficult, but a careful exam-
ination of the chest proved that the lungs were healthy.
A table-spoonful of the ol. jecor. aselli was ordered to be
taken morning and evening, which dose was increased, as
in the last case, to six table-spoonfuls daily. In fourteen
days an improvement was a.lrﬁad&' manifested in the gene-
ral health. Digestion appeared to be performed with
greater facility, the excretions from the bowels became
more regular, and a considerable transpiration took place
from the skin. In six weeks the boy eould move hislower
extremities, and even stand when somewhat supported.
The symptoms previously deseribed gradually disappear-
ed, so that in six months he could walk alone without
difficulty, while the trunk had nearly regained its natural
upright position. After taking the oil for eight months
a perfect cure might be said to be established. The boy
could run with facility, stand perfectly erect, his appear-
ance was blooming and healthy, and the prominence in
the back had greatly diminished. Indeed, without hav-
ing the attention especially directed towards it, the de-
formity might entirely escape observation.

In this case not only was there no disgust for the re-
medy, but the boy appeared to like it from the commence-












