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A similar class of phenomena have also lately been exhibited i

Edinburgh, Glasgow, rand) various parts of Sﬁirtland, by anuthﬂ
American named Dr Darling. - These exhibitions have excited grea
interest at Kdinburgh and Glasgow, and have enlisted in the dis-
cussion the pensof Sir David Brewster; Professor Gregory, Professor
J.Hughes Bennett, Mr Robert Chambers, and other gentlemen of the
highest character and scientific attainments. - Amongst the contribu=
tions which have been published on the subject, I have been quite
charmed by an article which appeared in the ﬁumber of “ Chambers’
Edinburgh Journal” for the 8th of last month, entitled  Experi
ments on Klectro-Biology.”  The analysis therein given of the nature,
causes, and tendencies of scepticism in .mankinfl-_genernlly,. and in
certain. coteries in particulary in reference to probationary sciences,
15 an admirable picture by a first-rate artist, which merits the candid
stady of the whole human family. - The writer of the article alluded
to had been a decided sceptic; and had accompanied a gentleman of
his acquaintance, who was equally sceptical as himself; to a seance
in a private family, where most of the company assembled consisted
of persons in the upper ranks of society. The said friend offered to
submit to the trial on himself, for the purpose of proving the fallacy
of such pretensions; however; the result was very different from his
anticipations, for the proud sceptic and derider was converted into
a-complete vietim., | T'wo ladies of the party, also well known to the
writer of the article; were likewise proved to be equally susceptible.
Collusion and! fraud: being ont of the. uestiomin’a'il these cases, the
writer was constrained, through the force of such unexceptionable
evidence, to renounce his seepticism. | From iwhat has been stated
by Professor J. Hughes Bennett, it appears that several members ot
the Medical Society of Edinburgh, who were:most sturdy sceptics;
were also v-ictimis;ei upon submitting to such trials. --In short; there
is now abundance of evidence of the fact that such phenomena may
be produced in perfectly good faith: in some subjects; in the waking
condition, and consequently the chief point remaining to be deter-
mined is the cause of these remarkable phenomena..- - o0
- The ingenuous and manly cnufesai-:}n;antheJehi?ned-a,_utlmr- egarding
the scepticism of himself and his fiiend; and the interesting narrative
of the immediate cause of their conviction'as to the reality of certain
phenomena manifested at the seance depicted l:;{ him, is just.a trans
seript of my own feelings and exPeriencezin.-thia epartment of science.
I beg, therefore, to submit the tollowing r{amarks-for:gvaqr considera-
tion, with: the hope that they may tend: to the elucidation of truth,
and the overthrow of that unreasoning, uninquiring, dogmatic scep-
ticism which, Chambers’ corvespondent has so ably combated.

- Nine years ago I entered upon the experimental investigation of
mesmerism, believing, from what I had read: and -heard of'it, that
the whole was a system of collusion or illusion. - EI"FEI'j‘fEdm]".dlscﬂ-
vered, however, that there was a reality in.some of the phenomena,
notwithstanding I had reason to differ from the mesmerists regard-
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circulation of the part so regarded, and in a more marked degree,
according to the imagination and belief of the patient. From this
cause the most grave and fatal diseases may be engendered, and by
withdrawing the attention, and fixing the train of thought on some
new object or pursuit, relief and cures may be effected in cases which
would utterly fail without such management of the mind. In sup-
port of this doctrine, I beg to refer to Dr Holland’s % Medical Notes
and Reflections,” where he treats of “the effects of mental attention
on the bodily organs” with his usual ability.

. Voluntary motion arises from a mandate of the will giving a spe-
cial direction to the nervo-vital influence, so as to excite into action
the class of muscles which naturally produce such motion, whilst
their antagonists remain passive.

In these electro-biological experiments or vigilant phenomena,
however, the suggestion of the operator excites a greater flow of
nervous force into the class of muscles which produce the action
suggested, than the patient is able to throw into the opposite class.
Both classes of muscles, therefore, are called strongly into action,
but the suggested idea being the stronger, there is no e%cient volun-
tary motion, notwithstanding a great amount of nervous influence
may be expended by the patient, as evinced by his rapid exhaustion.
In this manner I lately caused a patient’s hands to become involun-
tarily closed on a walking-stick, so that he could not relax his hold
of the stick ; and then, by saying aloud in his hearing, “I will now
make it so heavy that it will be impossible for him to support its
weight,” the idea excited by this simple auricular suggestion was
more than a match for his energetic but misdirected muscular efforts,
for there he struggled, until at last he fell upon the floor, quite ex-
hausted by his efforts to support his imaginary load. The patient
assured us, after the experiment was over, that he firmly believed he
saw a fifty-six pound weight put upon each end of the stick at points
indicated, and that he felt the weight increase at each addition, and
that its weight at last became quite overpowering. It was obvious,
from the condition of the patient, that he was quite as much ex-
hausted by his efforts to support the imaginary weight as he could
have been had it been real. Most peo]i{le must have experienced a
similar feeling and result from an attack of nightmare, during com-
mon sleep. l%"]Juez struggle and exhaustion are in both cases analo-

us. On the other hand, if the suggested idea and .=51:rf::r11,§';1{1 fixed
gg!ief go along with the will of the patient, his volition may thereby
be so much intensified as to enable him to lift a weight which he
would be quite incapable of doing in his ordinary state. The his-
tory of cases of panic in an army from slight causes, and deeds of
daring and achievements almost superhuman, during fits of enthusi-
asm, are examSJIes in point on a large scale. Ao b

Neither a play upon the will, nor sympathy, nor imitation, can
account for patients feeling insufferable heat or cold, or for hawn;i
the organs of sight, hearing, smell, and taste, paralysed or pervertes































































