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cases, to warrant me in considering as universal the
exemption which occurred in the cases above mentioned.

The most mysterious part of the whole disease is
that which accompanies the bilious discharge, and has
received the names of the Reaction or Secondary Fever.
The most common opinion is, that the excitement of
the circulation and other anomalous symptoms which dis-
tinguish this part of the disease, are the consequences
of an inflammatory affection of the bowels, of the brain,
or of the lungs, which has taken place at a more early
period. That such inflammations are very frequently
present is most certain, and, it is reasonable to suppose,
that when present they should produce the same symp-
toms of irritation which they are usually observed to
occasion. There are, however, many strong objections
to this opinion. The symptoms, which occur in the last
stage of cholera, are totally different from those which
oceur in any common inflammatory or febrile disease ;
they are too unmiform in character to admit of being
referred to causes so diversified as the morbid appear-
ances observed on dissection would lead us to suppose ;
and, lastly, there has been no regular correspondence
between those morbid appearances, and the degree of
vascular excitement observed during life. Sometimes,
for instance, the sanguineous injection of the capillaries
of the mucous surface of the bowels has been very great,
when the reaction has been slight, and in cases where
the reaction has heen violent, the bowels and other
important organs have not deviated much from the
normal condition. It is, therefore, prohable that the
cause of the symptoms in question is one more con-
stantly present, and of a kind so powerful, as to coun-
terbalance all lesser causes of disturbance, and obscure

the symptoms which, in ordinary circumstances, they
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