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H2 DR FENWICK ON SURGICAL OPERATIONS,

unll{ 1 was subsequently lost, and this case was amongst the most
unhealthy class of diseases. From this, the practical conclusion
appears to be, that in cases of amputation, when the patients are
below 20 years of age, we need scarcely fear the occurrence of
phlebitis, or secondary inflammations ; and that, although the patient
1s more apt, at this age, to sink from the double shock of an accident
and subsequent operation, ?'et, if he survive this trial, his chance of
recovery will be exceedingly good. The examination of the results
of am&utatiuns of the 1:_1;})31: extremity, seems to throw some doubt
upon the truth of this rule; for, of 24 cases of the operation per-
formed on this limb in persons below 20 years of age, only 1 died
within the first four days, whilst of 23 who lived beyond the first
four days, 3 afterwards perished. It should, however, be remem-
bered, that persons at this period of life having usually the care of
the machinery in factories, are especially liable to accidents of the
_ upper extremity, complicated with severe injuries of other parts of
the body; and it is, I believe, from this cause that so large a mor-
tality is observable in Table XXXVI. As was before remarked,
excepting where the patient has been prepared by previous disease,
as in diseases of the joints, the wound of an amputation will usually
be found longer in healing in those below 20 years of age, than in

ersons suffering the operation at a somewhat later period of life.
}E}etween 20 and 50 years of age, the mortality does not gradually
increase in the traumatic amputations of the lower extremity ;
but it is less between 30 and 40 than in the period either imme-
diately preceding or following that age. This fact is observable
both in the Glasgow and in the Newcastle Infirmary reports. The
danger is, however, less between 20 and 30 than between 40
and 50 years of age. DBut if, on the other hand, we divide, as in
Malgaigne’s report, this period into equal parts of fifteen years each,
it waill %x; found that but a small difference in mortality exists be-
tween the first and the second half of this thirty years. It will be
useful for the practical surgeon to remember, in deliberating upon
the removal GfP a leg for an accident, that from 30 to 40 is a more
successful age than from 20 to 30, and that this latter ﬁenod is,
again, somewhat, but not very much, more favourable than from
40 to 50. The time of cure seems curiously to follow the rule of its
heing longest where the mortality is least: thus, between 30 and
40 years of age, it is 66 days: between 20 and 30, 636 days;
and between 40 and 50 years of H%B, it is only 42:25 days. In the
upper extremity, out of 13 cases of traumatic amputation between
20 and 50 years of age, 3 perished, or 1 in 4-33, a mortality con-
siderably higher than what took place before that time of life.
According to Malgaigne's statistics, this is the most dangerous period
of life for removing the upper extremity for an accident; and this
opinion is strengthened by 'JL.H]JIE XXXYV., upon which we have be-
fore commented. After 50 years of age, the danger from the oper-
ation, when performed for injuries on the lower extremity, rapidly








































HI0D X104 ) DA AT piediojodve

-




