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But, as I have the highest respect for those
abilities, which have brought the study and
practice of Medicine to such great pro-
ficiency, and as our object is the same (though
our means of accomplishing it are widely dif-
ferent,) the alleviation of the sufferings of
our fellow creatures, I hope that neither the
faculty nor the Public at large will attribute
any sinister motive to me, when I venture to
assert that I am in possession of the only
means of radically curing strictures, and its
numerous distressing consequences. In con-
clusion, I may say, that many Gentlemen of
the first rank and respectability have applied
to me for advice, and received the most un-
looked-for benefit therefrom ; moreover seve-
ral of the Profession themselves have liberally
acknowledged the surprising effects of my
Medicine and mode of treatment, but as
neither has yet been adopted by themselves,
they could not be expected to give me their

public sanction and approbation.
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nion is founded on the firm basis of truth,
will appear clear to every person who is at
all acquainted with the progress of medical
science. Indeed, it is self-evident; for how
1s it possible that men, who are bound down
to follow established rules, and who  cannot
without the greatest personal risk, make the
smallest deviation therefrom, ever be expected
to venture into the field of experiment, and
thus, at least, stand a chance of making some
discovery, that might in the end turn out to
be of advantage to science, and importance
to mankind. But although the suspicion,
with which every novelty, in either art or
science, has been looked upon by all nations
and all ages, may in a great measure have
hindered the world from having been overrun
by doubts and errors, yet it has, at the same
time, by daunting the courage of those, whose
genius might have led them to new inventions,
entirely cut off the only means by which im-
provement could flow in upon mankind.
But it is nothing more than reasonable to
expect that men would doubt an invention
which had never been tried ; but when 1t has
undergone the test of experiment, and been
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lowing pages, will be found entirely to put
aside the necessity of having recourse in any
instance to this destructive and deadly mine-
ral ; and as these medicines are all made en-
tirely and solely from plants, they will at all
events never endanger the constitution of the
patient, if unfortunate circumstances should,
for a time, hinder their taking the desired
effect. Besides, it must be well known to
every person, who 1s at all conversant with the
French mode of practice, that it is in the
power of vegetable medicines to cure almost
every disease with which the human frame is
afflicted. At least, they scarcely use any
other, and it does not appear that any greater
mortality takes place with them than our-
selves.

To quote again from the same author to
whom I have already alluded, ¢ though we
are still very much in the dark with regard
but entirely without effect. For I defy the skill of any chymist
to discover their component parts or ingredients. Not that I
wish to retain the knowledge of so valuable a discovery en-
tirely to myself : on the contrary, I have offered it where, if
it had been sanctioned and propagated as it ought, it would

ere this have been spread far and wide, for the benefit of the
afflicted.
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rits lose their natural vivacity, and grow
languid and melancholy : hence many of
considerable eminence in the Faculty have
been led to look upon affections of this kind,
as arising entirely from a diseased state of
the mind ; but I should be more inclined to
look upon this debilitation of the mind rather
as the consequence than the cause of nervous
diseases. Many and widely different are the
causes from which the origin of this disease
may be traced in different persons and dif-
ferent situations of life. In someit may owe
its existence to excessive indulgence in plea-
sure; in others to great and protracted fatigue.
In some to idleness, in others to study; in
some to long fasting, in others to excess in
eating and drinking.  In short, every thing,
which tends to weaken the body and depress
the spirits, is well known to give rise to ner-
vous affections, such as drinking too much
tea, or other warm weak liquors, unwhole-
some air, want of sleep, vexation, anxiety,
&e.

This disease, in general, commences with
wind in the stomach and intestines, a loss of
appetite and a great deficiency in the diges-
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gentle motion to the whole body, without
rendering it at all fatigued. But this ought
to be left entirely to the option of the person,
as that is the most likely to be beneficial,
which tends most to please the mind, and
take it off from brooding on imaginary mis-
fortunes. Long voyages, or journies either
by sea or land, as they tend to recreate the
mind, are likely to improve the spirits, and
consequently by removing one of the causes
of this affection, tend to facilitate the cure of
the disease. DBefore I proceed to the means
by which I effect the cure of these, generally
deemed, incurable affections, I shall transcribe
two letters, which I have received from pa-
tients of mine, after they had undergone a
course of my medicine.

Mr. F. S. a Cashier in the Bank of Eng-
land, was violently afflicted for upwards of
four months, with a stoppage at the stomach,
attended with a total loss of appetite, violent
sickness and loathing of food, his legs were
violently swelled, his eyes dim, and he had
every appearance of immediate dissolution.
His case was considered hopeless, and he was
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MEDICINES.

It has been the general practice, when
there are any symptoms of inflammation at
the commencement of this disease, to bleed
the patient, and put him upon the most di-
luting regimen. Against the latter I have no
objection to make, but I have never found it
necessary to have recourse to blood-letting,
as my Aperient not only keeps the patient’s
body gently open, but carries off the fever
by purifying the blood, and giving to the
bowels their regular evacuations, and to the
stomach its proper tone. By repeating the
Aperient for two or three weeks, every other
night, together with the use of the Botanical
Decoction three times a day, except when
the Aperient is taken, for then twice will be
sufficient, I have always found that a com-
plete cure has in a very short time been
effected. But after all the symptoms have
been removed, proper care should be taken
to prevent any return of the disease. To this
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the names, which have been given to this dis-
ease according to the part of the intestinal
canal which 1s affected, as enteritis, illiac pas-
ston, &c. but as the treatment for the most
part is the same in all, I shall not perplex the
general reader with terms, that none but the
profession can properly understand. The
only difference in the symptoms accompany-
ing inflammation of the stomach and intes-
tines is, that in the latter affection, the pain
is generaily seated lower, more severely acute,
and accompanied with more violent vomiting
and oftentimes an obstruction of urine. But
while the pain changes from one part to ano-
ther, and the vomiting is not continual, there
is every reason to hope for speedy relief’; but
if the patient, after a long obstruction, ob-
tains a black feetid stool, accompanied with
clammy sweats, a small intermitting pulse,
and an entire cessation from pain, it 1s more
than prebable that mortification has com-
menced, and that the next change, which 1s
to be expected, will be that of death.

The regimen for this disease differs so im-
materially from that of inflammation of the
stomach that there is no need of entering
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When a patient applies to a medical man
for the cure of this complaint, the immediate
plan pursued is the introduction of a Bougie,
which in some cases requires the previous
preparation of local warm bathing, &ec. in
order to facilitate its introduction. From
one of the smallest size, the Bougie is gradu-
ally increased to the largest which the patient
can bear. This he endures with the hope, and
in fact the expectation of a permanent
cure. Thus he continues the use of it,
little suspecting that the unremitting pain,
which he endures in the adjacent parts, can
arise from those means, which are held out to
him, as the most effectual and certain for pro-
ducing a lasting cure. But how great is
the disappointment and anguish which he
experiences on being told, after this lasting
cure, as it is termed, has been effected, that
he must still, from time to time, have re-
course to the introduction of the Bougie.
Nor is this the only inconvenience to which
he is exposed; for he soon finds the most
distressing pains return, accompanied with
a continual desire to make water, that daily
increases, and consequently, through its
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ence, but now can pass one of two inches
sometimes, and at other times not so large.
Whenever the part is irritated, I am very bad
in the stomach, and have black specks before
my eyes, and trembling in them ; numbness
in the legs, and sometimes the hands, and, in
short, very ill. Cannot void any thing only
by small quantities, if by physic, not without
little hard lumps, but with great straining,
and a pain in the back, about six inches up
the rectum; the faces seems to stop, and
without perpetual physicking, I am quite 1ll.
Castor oil I find to be the best thing, which I
am obliged to take from three to five times
every week, sometimes half of a table-spoon
full ; sometimes a full one: there is a stop-
page in passing the Bougie, about six inches
up, and sometimes again about nine inches,
but the latter seems to be gone; the first
makes a dent on the Bougie, about from half
an inch to an inch long, but notalways alike,
and appears to be on the right side. 1 fre-
quently void a small quantity of yellow slime,
about once a fortnight or three weeks, before
which, for some days, I am more costive, and
not so well, but afterwards have more copious
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who had for years attended my family, for
advice, when he told ~me; s my mind was
uneasy, that I had better see a surgeon who
confined his practice chiefly to venereal cases,
and accordingly he introduced me to a fellow
named D——, who resided at that time in
Bruton Street, Bond Street. This wasiearly
in 1807. Among other questions which he
put to me, he asked me if I had a stricture.
I replied that I did not know what he meant,
when he explained himself. To make short
of my story, after a great deal of reluctance
on my part, he introduced a bougie, which
passed immediately into my bladder, without,
as I imagined, meeting with any obstruction
whatever. Mr. D , however, was of a
different opinion, and told me that he should
apply caustic. Having an implicit confi-
dence in him, in consequence of the intro-
duction, I replied that he might do as he
pleased. I was under his hands about two
months, when he declared me perfectly cured.
I remember I replied that I never in my hfe
experienced the least difficulty in making
water before he burnt me with caustic. He
said that arose from the tenderness of the
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day. 1 then found myself better, that is,
my urethra dilated, but dreadfully sore, and
by his advice, desisted from the use of the
bougie altogether. In April 1810, 1 found
my urethra in a worse state than it had been
before, and D-—— himself seemed surprised
at it, and this fellow, either through ignerance
or inhumanity, persuaded me to give the
caustic another trial, and assured me solemnly
that he was advising me for the best, and was
confident of effecting a complete cure. I
was weak enough to bc persuaded. I was
under his hands till the first week of Septem-
ber following. I suppose 1 was burnt above
fifty times during that period, when, finding
I got worse instead of better, 1 refused to
submit to torture any longer. I have since
applied to another gentleman who reprobates
the use of caustic ; and his opinion is, that
when I had the misfortune to be introduced
to D——, I had no stricture whatever, or 1f
any, so slight, that the application of caus-
tic was the most unnecessary thing in the
world. He candidly stated that it was not
in his power to restore the urethra to its for-
mer healthy state, or to dilate the strictured
part materially, if indeed at all, the injury it







08

at this moment in a state of soreness arising
from cold, and I am in fact under the care of
a medical gentlemen who does not profess to
effect a cure, but merely to lessen my suffer-
~ings, and to enable me to pass my life with
as much comfort as is compatible with the
nature of my complaint. I am under the
necessity of writing, being confined to the
house with a cold, which, while 1t continues,
aggravates the » ~nleasant symptoms of my
complaint. I wish you to understand that
mine is a case of severe injury done to the
urethra by the application of caustic, and I
wish to know if your method can be applied
to a case of this kind, with any prospect of
success. If you think it can, and will be so
good as to state the nature of your remedy,
I mean your method of treatment, I will put
myself immediately under your care. Have
the goodness to favor me with your answer by
to-morrow, Saturday evening’s post.

If your method of treating strictures should
be successful in my unfortunate case, I shall
certainly agree with you that it is the greatest
discovery that ever has been made.

I remain, S1r,
Y our most obedient Servant,

3. G

























































