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timates that a decoction of the berries® was
supposed to be a specific against canine madness.
Munnich is said to have cured both men and
animals of this dreadful malady,

-Bergius, Evers, and Greding used the re-
medy, particularly in obstinate jaundice, from
infarction of the liver, in epilepsy, chorea, and
other convulsive disorders, as well as in palsy, in
mania, and in hydrophobia. Buchhave upon
this- instituted a variety of experiments in cases
of the class neuroses, particularly tussis convul-
siva. He employed the root only, and notes as
follows : that ¢ Adults had dryness of fauces
“ and nose for three or four hours, impeded de-
“ glutition, indistinct articulation, and that acids,
“ held only in the mouth, were sufficient to
“ remove these unpleasant sensations ; that all
¢« kinds of drink were useless; that the urine
¢ was profuse ; that the pulse was full and quick ;
“ that vertigo, congestion of the vessels of the
¢ head, flushings, dulness of the eyes, drunken-
¢« ness, and dilated pupils, &c. were the conse-
¢ quence. But that children had but few of
¢« these symptoms, and they were always more
< glight, shewing the effect only by increased
¢« heat and swelling of the cheeks.” Yet he

* But now the berries are omitted from the list of the
‘Materia Medica, as the leaves are more effectual.
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The watery infusion was also a powerful pre-
paration ; twenty grains of the dried leaves being
infused in ten ounces of boiling water, and
strained after cooling. At first, two ounces were
given daily to adults, and gradually increased
until tension of the throat showed that it was im-
prudent to continue it. This watery extract was
not a judicious preparation. Externally, the
powdered leaves were applied as an anodyne
to diminish pain in cancer and ill-conditioned
ulcers, &c. 1 am not in the least surprised that
Gataker and others should give the decided pre-
ference to the Garden Nightshade, especially as
they were in the habit of giving the same quan-
tity of these plants for a dose. They did nof,
at the same time, consider separately the indivi-
dual powers of these plants; therefore, for the
sake of safety, used the less potent,

Professor Reimarus used the infusion to dilate
the pupils before an operation on the eyes, by
dropping a little into them ; by which means the
operation: was facilitated. Amongst others, Gras-
meyer, Schmidt, and Himly followed. Saunders
was the first that used it in this country to dilate
the pupils before an operation, and of course this
practice has been generally adopted by the
English surgeons,

““ In order to make the use of the medicine as
“ advantageous as possible in cases where there
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fered the most lancinating shocks from the slight-
est touch on the cheek, or from the action of
swallowing. This was a genuine example of the
disease, distinctly marked in its diagnosis from
those with which it has been so often confounded.
It had no regular exacerbations, but the parox-
ysms were of frequent occurrence, and, during
the nights, which were almost sleepless, nearly as
much so as in the day. The fever and concomit-
ant symptoms had been judiciously treated by
Mr. Hackness; but the tic douloureux had pro-
gressively increased (and that I have invariably
observed to be the case) under the depletory and
antiphlogistic treatment.

¢« March 1.—R. Extracti Belladonnee, g. ij.
divide in Pilulas iv. Capiat unam quinti quaque
hord. A Belladonna lotion to be applied three or
four times a day to the cheek. It was reported to
me, on my second visit, March 9th, that the lotion
could not be used, owing to the painful suscepti-
bility of the cheek, although attempted with
a camel’s hair pencil. Three only of the pulis
were taken, when they brought on violent spasms
of the chest and stomach (she had been formerly
subject to spasm) ; but the immediate ease expe-
rienced from the tic left only a sensation which
was not deemed painful : she could both swallow
and bear slight pressure on the cheek without un-
easiness. She took tonics for her general debility
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20th of April, 1824, labouring under very severe
gouty symptoms, attended with a smart attack of
fever., The first day he took a volatile saline
mixture, and an opening draught. On the 21st
Iordered him to take a quarter of a grain of the ex-
tract of Belladonna, ter quotidie. 22nd, The same
as yesterday., 23rd, Pain and fever less ; slept for
several hours, To the 27th, continued the same,
28th, Ordered the dose to be increased to half a
grain, ter die, which he continued to take until
the 10th of May, without complaining of any af-
fection or uneasiness in the head, &c¢. Fever and
pain much decreased. He complained of much
debility and loss of appetite, for which I ordered
him the infusion of cascarilla, with tincture of
cardamoms and calumba ter in die, which he took
until the 21st of May, when he was discharged
apparently convalescent.”

¢« Case il.—William Linnett, zetat. forty, was
admitted asan out-patient to the St. George’s In-
firmary on the 3rd of July, 1823, labouring
under violent cough, attended with gouty symp-
toms. I ordered him immediately the extract of
Belladonna, a quarter ofa grain in a pill, terin die,
which he took until the 28th, at times complain-
ing of a little dimness of sight, accompanied with
head-ache, whichmight have proceeded, and more
than probable, did arise, from inattention to the
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advantage; but, in two cases, its administration
decidedly did mischief, by occasioning vertigo
and great irritation of the nervous system. On
the whole, my practice with this medicine con-
vinced me it was not to be prescribed internally
without the greatest attention.”

The Garden Nightshade being a less potent
hypnotic than the Deadly Nightshade, I have not
used it in any other complaints than the gout,
rheumatic gout, rheumatism, and asthma. It cer-
tainly has less of the anodyne power than the
latter, but possesses the diuretic, cathartic, and
sudorific in a greater degree ; therefore it is more
useful in these complaints and all species of
dropsies than the Belladonna.

In these complaints I have employed it with
decided advantage, as in the gout, the rheuma-
tism, &c. It is obviously necessary that a gene-
ral warmth, a plentiful perspiration, a copious
relaxation of the bowels, and a considerable dis-
‘charge of urine should be produced ; and that in
-asthma the morbid irritability of the membrane
lining the trachea and bronchial ramifications
should have their excitability removed by some
local means.

It will be found that the tincture of this herb
will act, in all its effects, similar to the Eau Médi-
cinale d’Husson, extremely capricious and uncer-
























