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meaning, it is the investigation of the struc-
ture of animated beings, and especially,
when used without any qualifying epithet,
the investigation of the structure of the
human frame. Dissection, or cutting up,
is indeed a principal method in the pursuit
of these investigations ; but maceration, de-
siccation, injection, and other means are

also frequently employed.

It has been justly observed, that a minute
history of Anatomy, by which anatomical
courses have been ordinarily commenced,
presupposes a knowledge of the science in
its perfect state, and is therefore misplaced
m an address to those who come to learn
its rudiments. But some sketch of the rise
and progress of so important a branch of
human knowledge may be useful, even at
this early stage of our studies, not only be-
cause no well educated man, unconnected

with our profession, should be ignorant of
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which give branches to the head and upper
part, and afterwards unite into one grand
trunk, or aorta, which again divides and
subdivides in the trunk and other parts of
the system.

Another important set of organs is found
in this class of animals, namely, those for the
secretion and excretion of urine. They con-
sist of the kidneys and urinary bladder ; the
former are much larger, in proportion to the
body, than in any other animal. They are
placed close to the vertebral column, and
often extend considerably farther than the
abdominal cavity. In some, the ureters
merely offer an enlargement before their
termination ; but in others, a distinct blad-
der is formed, capable of containing a con-
siderable quantity of urine; the external
opening for the discharge of the urine is
usually separate, but, in a few instances, is

common with the anus.


































































