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ADVERTISEMENT.

WHEN the Author of this pamphlet, at his
Introductory Lecture, on Tuesday the 4th inst.
a second time proposed his plan for the forma-
tion of a School of Medicine and Surgery, in
Manchester, he had not considered the objects
and advantages of it so maturely as to be able
to present them in a form fit to meet the public
eye. Finding however, that the editors of our
journals have been pleased to giveﬁpuhlieity to
the plan, and that many of the inhabitants
have expressed their approbation of it; the
author immediately determined on giving a
full developement of it, through the medium
of the press; and by combining with it, some
remarks on the elementary education of the
medical student, to put the public in possession
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neighbourhood. This foretaste encourages me
to assert that the plan is not chimerical, but
fully practicable, and requires only puBLIC
saNeTION to place it on a secure and substan-
tial basis. —MANCHESTER HERSELF has rapidly
passed from humble beginnings to what she
now is; from a humble beginning, such as our
scHooL mnow presents, it will, by public pa-
tronage, be raised high in the scale of useful-
ness.—By the active co-operation of my me-
dical brethren, and by the liberality of our
townsmen, and the inhabitants of the neigh-
bourhood, 1 think the success of the project
is certain, as there is no obstacle that may
not easily be surmounted by determined per-
severance.

I do not think it necessary to offer an apology
for obtruding this pamphlet on public atténtion.
I disdain every other feeling than the wish to
be in some measure instrumental in benefiting
the junior members of the profession, by plae-
ing them on a proportionate level m their ac-
quirements, with the generally improved state
of society ; but to do this, my efforts will be
insufficient without collateral aid.—1I have pre-
sumed to suggest, it may, or it may not, be the






ADDRESS «

IN the present day, a period distinguished by
cultivation of intellect, and the progress of
enterprize, the attention of all classes of men
is directed to the best means of furnishing to
every description of persons the information
necessary to the course of life which they follow.
The mechanic and artisan will soon cease to
be mere automatons in their respective employ-
ments, as the institutions established in all
larce towns, will diffuse amongst them that
knowledge, which will enable them to under-
stand, and work upon, the scientific principles
of their occupation. With the progress of
improvement amongst the lower orders, the
intellectual improvement of the higher classes
of society must keep pace; it is therefore in-
cumbent on the latter as a duty, atthe same
time that they give encouragement to the one,
not to let the other be forgotten; and not to

withold their sanction from such establishments
3 .
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eertain means have always been provided,
and for the professions of theology and law,
they are still adequate, since they have not
been materially changed by the character of
the times ; but in our own profession the means
are not adequate to the ends to which they are
directed, a more extensive grasp of knowledge
being necessary for the safe and successful
practice of it, than isin the power of many of
its members to obtain. To give then to the
medical student the power to acquire compe-
tency to the discharge of his important duties is
a desideratum which we should endeavour to
supply. It remains then only to take one step
more to raise Manchester high in the estimation
“of the world, and to place her nearly on a level
with the metropolis ; it is to be efiected by fur-
nishing the means of better educating that class
of students upon whose future qualifications the
best interests of mankind depend. Itis an eyil
replete with mischievous consequences, that
whilst  the extension of general knowledge
should be so much the aim of public exertion,
the medical student is still limited to the same
resources, which have exiﬁte,d almost from t,in:ie
immemorial 3 it is the duty of members of the
medical profession to expose this error, and it
1s the interest of all to correct it. |
B2
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The wish of a parent to bring up his
son to the profession of medicine or surgery,
ought to be seconded by a corresponding
wish on the part of the son. Family pros-
pects, and circumstances may influence a
father to recommend to his child a par-
ticular pursuit in life; but those considerations
should give way to a disinclination, or distaste
for the studies connected with it.—Without a
fondness for these, the student will never
bestow on the acquisition of professional know-
ledge those exertions, which are indispensable
to the accomplishment of the arduous task
imposed on him ; nor will such a man eyer rise
above mediocrity in its practice. There is no
profession that requires more assiduity and
application than the medical ; none, where the
extent of knowledge required for the successful
practice of it is so unbounded ; none more
interesting when the objects of it are congenial
to the temper of the mind ; but none, which, in
the absence of congeniality, is so calculated to
excite disgust.

It is not my intention to say much on the
information which the young gentleman who
is designed for the medical profession, should
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cal practitioner must be liberally educated, and
must be taught not to disregard any branch
of wuseful knowledge, though the relation
it may hold to the medical profession may not
be more immediate, than i1t does to other pur-
suits in life. Every kind of information in
literature, science, and the arts may be turned
to a valuable purpose, for independent of other
advantages which are sure to accrue from mis-
cellaneous studies, they serve to enlarge the
scope of the mind, and to destroy that pedantry,
stiffness, and repulsive gravity, which are too
often associated with the medical character.
Our profession has its real dignity, and the
power to command respect; butit hasno claim
to those qualities unless the members of it have
such acquirements, as will enable them to per-
form all the duties of their important calling.
Dignity in physic, as Dr. Gregory properly
observes, is not.to be supported by a narrow
and  selfish spirit—by self-importance—by a
- formality in dress and manners—or by an affec-
tation of mystery ;—but by the superior learn-
ing and abilities of those who practice it,—by
the liberal manner of gentlemen, and by that
openness and candour which disdain all artifice,
which invite a free inquiry, and thus bulddy'bid
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His first studies must embrace the sciences
of chemistry and botany, which' are the key
stones to pharmacy, and materia medica.
Pharmacy without chemistry would be pro-
ductive of more harm than good, as our
ignorance of chemical laws would lead us
to bring together incompatible substances,
the connexion of which, might render their
operation inert, or convert them into dan-
gerous compounds.  After learning the nature
and properties of drugs, the student must
know how to apply them to practical pur-
poses, and the basis of this knowledge is
the study of the structures and functions of
the human body, and the systems of parts
on which medicinal substances exert their in-
flience.—The anatomy "and physiology of
parts in a state of health must precede his at-
tempts to investigate the phenomena of disease,
and the effects produced by morbid causes.
But to understand certain functions he must be
acquainted ‘with other branches of science ;
withont the assistance of mechanics, he would
be unable to determine the principles of muscu-
lar motion—without pneumatics, he would not
be able to explain the beautiful process of respi-
ration, and the physiological results of this func-
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done this, the minutie, Which appertain to
them, may be followed at 4 futuré period:—=Ih
the second year he should study the brinches
of nitural jihilosophy whieh are more im-
mediately contiected with his professional eall-
ing. With this preparatory instruction he be-
comes competent in the third yedr to atterid to
anatomy and physiology.— In the fourth year
in addition to anatomy and physiclogy he will
do well to pay some atteiition to hespital prac-
tice.~——And in the fifth and last year, he should
re-survey and re-study thé varioiis branchés of
medical science, in order to apply thém to the
prineiples of medical and suargical practice.
This arrangement of time and studies may
be adopted with the best possible advantage to
the student, and without much, i any inter-
ference with the convenience of his master.—
Ft may be supposed to encroach a little on the
privileges of the latter, who takes a pupil with
the expectation of deriving assistancé from him
m the dispensing of medicine and otherwise,
but who would not be thus bénefited, if the
student’'s time be spent in an attendance at thé
lectures, and on the other advantages of the
schooly but I would ask, is not the master's
v
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not safe for the practitioner to trust him with
the dispensing department, as his ignorance of
drugs disqualifies him for more than the me-
chanical part of his employment: it is there-
fore the interest, as well as duty of the master
to afford to his pupil the means of acquiring
a competency of knowledge by attending lec-
tures, which are so arranged as to give a
condensed view of the most useful points, By
this method, and by diligent reading, he will
soon become deserving of confidence, and may
be entrusted with the important duty in ques-
tion.—The pupil then should as early as pos-
sible be allowed to attend lectures on pharma-
ceutical chemistry, and botany, and the ad-
vantages to the master, which may result from
the loss of service thus incurred, will amply
compensate for the temporary inconvenience to
which he may be consequently subjected.—
During the second winter the student should
be permitted to enter at the lectures on natural
philosophy : and during the remaining part of
his apprenticeship the structures and functions
of the body, and the application of anatomy
and physiology to medicine, Surgefy, and mid-
wifery, should be the objects of his researches.
He will thus be qualified to extend his views,
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habit of study, therefore, must be contracted
with the entrance into professional life, and
ought not to terminate until the career Is
ended, |

Unless the student is well grounded in
elementary knowledge, he will not profit much
from the lectures which he hears m London,
Edinburgh, or any of the saperior schools ; for
the leetures there delivered are not purely rudi-
mental. Every professer in these places, pre-
sumes, that he is addressing young men who are
not tyros in the profession, but who have pro=
fited by the comparative leisure of their appren-
ticeship. It is a notorious, though melancholy
faet, that many students from the country who
neglected to pay early attention: to professional
acquirement, have failed: to derive that improve-
ment, which; sueh lectures are caleulated to
afford; and being discouraged by diffieulties
which appeared; insuvmountable; they have
actually given up their profession i despair.
L would, in a friendly way then, wam the
medical student against the snare which: has
caught so many, viz. that the period of his
apprenticeship. is of no greatvalue: It is a-gross
erron to;suppose; that the schools of iondon, or
elsewhere, can store his brain with sufficient:
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dents: who reside in Manchester, or its vicinity,
or in any other sitnation where the means can
be supplied ; but there is a large mass of stu-
dents residing al different distances, who can-
not attend to these recommendations, for want
of opportunity.—It is much to be feared that
medical pupils hiving in country situations have
their knowledge limited to the art of dispens-
ing medicine, or at most to that, united to an
attendance on cases that they are not qualified
to treat, or to profit from; the only remedy for
this evil consists in the existence of an under-
standing between the masters and the parents
of pupils, that for one or more seasons, the
student shall be allowed the privilege of taking
up his abode at the seat of instruction.~—I
should advise that this indulgence be granted
the third year, and the pupil will then be able
to give important assistance to his master dur-
ing the remainder of his engagement.—Some
country surgeons adopt the plan of sending
their pupils to London the third or fourth win-
ter, with a bona fide agreement that the time
thus spent shall be exclusive of the term of
apprenticeship ; but it is to be hoped that the
necessity of a departure to such a distance

from home will soon cease to be necessary, and
D
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. Principles and Practice of Medicine.
2ndly.—The means of prosecuting Practieal

Anatomy. haig
3rdly.—A Library of Books on Medicine,

Surgery, and the anxiliary Sciences.’

o 4thly.—A Medico Chirurgical Society, for

the purposes of conversation, and reading

papers.

‘5thly.—Prize Essays, or Honorary Rewards,
for dissertations on proposed subjects.

To carry these objects into effect, a commo-
dious Lecture Room,—Private Apartments,—
a Library, and other conveniences, will be
required.

Man~cHESTER, above all other places, must
be considered as the best situation for a NEw
MEDICAL SCHOOL. = A town almost equal in
importance to London; honourably striving to
rival the metropolis in many respects; and
having a population greater than that of any
town in England, must be selected as the best
calculated for this purpose. But it is not on
internal importance merely that we ground our
choice, for in addition to this eirecnmstance,
her topographical situation, and proximity to a
densely populated country are much in her

D 2
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superior to those of our own schools, as the
laws of France sanction, what the laws of our
own country interdict. In France, Anatomy
is known to extreme minuteness. Physiology
has attained to a high degree of perfection.—
The facilities for practical anatomy are unparal-
leled. The attendance on public lectures, and
hospital practice, is without a gratuity ;—and
admission to the public museums and libraries,
is free. The student can there be educated for
a trifling sum ; but in this country, the medical
education is highly expensive, which i1s in a
great measure attributable to the invariable
consequence of monopoly.

The student has advantages in Dublin, su-
perior in many respects to those which he en-
joys in the English and Scotch schools. I
would not say, that the professors of Paris, or
Dublin, are better qualified to teach than those
of London, Edimburgh, or Glasgow ; but many
of them are equally learned, and this conside-
ration added to certain facilities that the latter
places afford not, must operate in favour of
emigration, and thus threaten the eminence of
the schools of England and Scotland.—It be-
hoves us then to lend our hand to prop our
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"It is not mecessary to enumerate the many
benefits that the medical student, and the com-
munity at large will -derive from the establish-
ment which I have proposed; but I will briefly
state, that an advantage of no small importance
which will be engendered by it, is the feeling of
emulation, which is a very active cause of im-
provement in science, and of advancement in
those who cultivate it.—The history of past
ages must convinece us, that improvement keeps
pace with the opportunities and encouragement
given to the cultivation of learning: and the
same has proved, that even thelove of science
may be suppressed, if the means of acquiring
it be difficult to obtain,

With respect to the influence of emulation
in promoting the progress of the student, Knox
- properly remarks, ¢ emulation cannot be ex-
cited without rivals, and without emulation
instruction will be always a tedious, and often
a fruitless labour. It is this which warms the
passions ‘on the side of all that is excellent,
and often counterbalances the weight of temp-
tations to'vice and idleness. —Homourable emu:
lation is the principal sprmg of diligence and
activity,” 0o SUBIRTEL LE R


















