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|

Havine heard of the publication of a Pamphlet
addressed to the Lords Commissioners of the Ad-
miralty, on certain immoralities tolerated in the
Navy, I was induced toread it ; and discovered,
that it treated of a very great existent evil, which
I freely confess, from its geﬁeml prevalence in
the Service since I embarked in it, never before
struck my mind with the full force it has now
done; and I cannot but feel it a duty I owe to
the Service, as well as to the Country in general,
to make some observations upon the present
System, which I shall address to the Naval Pro-
fession, in the hope that this subject may engage
the attention of those officers who are zealously
bent upon the improvement of the navy, so that
they may give it due and unprejudiced conside-
ration, and be led to use their exertions, in order

to remedy the evil.
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tentions of the Author, who evidently 15 not a

naval man.

To officers of all ranks in the navy, I would
now appeal, who can, by the power that is vested
in them—by their influence in their different
grades—and by their example, (especially those
of junior rank, whose situation brings them in
closer contact with the foré-mast men) do much
to effect a reformafion in a system which every
thinking man must deplore. If any thing I
may bring forward should unintentionally of-
fend, my motive (the good of the service to
which I have the honor to belong) will, I trust,
secure for me a patient and indulgent hearing
from every candid person ; and if my suggestions
are inconclusive and unsatisfactory, I leave them
to be modified and improved by officers of greater
talent and superior judgment.

I have always been of opinion, that the Naval
Medical Officer should not confine his duty
merely to the cure of actual disease on board his
ship; but that he ought also, as far as it may lie






7

their moral condition, that were they taught to
think more than they do, it would unfit them for
their several duties; and it has even by some
been asserted, that drawing them out of their pre-
sent state of thoughtless indifference might dimi-
nish that fearlessness of danger which constitutes
their chief excellence, and gives them, as seamen,
their unrivalled character in the world. But
nothing can be more erroneous than this opinion;
for it is proved by the experience of all ages, that
there is much greater security for the man doing
his duty well, who is bound by a sense of moral
obligation to its performance, than for him who
acts under the guidance of mere animal feeling.

To any reflecting and benevolent mind, it must
be evident, that hitherto sailors have been too
much considered as machines to perform a given
service, without any reference to their moral
powers ; their bodily wants and comforts, in al-
most all things, have certainly been most 'amply
and faithfully provided for ; they have been well
fed, and well paid ; but the utter neglect of them,
in other not less important points, forms a strong
and lamentable contrast. Nothing, or next to
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person dt sea, the very ample allowiice of every
necessary for his comfort, from a liberal govern-
ment and country, leaves him nothing to think
of, and nothing to complain of. Would that the
same paternal care were extended to him, in all
respects, when the ship is transferred to the har-
bour ! —but unhappily, all restraint is then in-
stantly taken off: Officers too often set a bad
example in receiving impropér women on board
to themselves,* whilst a large number of the most
disgusting prostitutes are admitted to the nien;}
which invariably tends to disease and to éner-
vate, and unfit them for duty. 1 have often
been strack with the great contrast between the
liealthy appearance and sound state of the men
when they réturn from' sea, and thé condition of

# 1 bélieve that there are fewer instdnces of officers setting this
bad example than' formerly, still, however, prostitutes have not

been excluded either from the ward-room or the midshipmen’s
birth.

+ The number of women which'infest a ship varies, according
to cirenmstances ; if it be known that mueli pay or prize money
is due to the men on board a ship, when she arrives, there is
inore avidity shewn by prostitutes in hurrying on board.

B
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dustry, adheres to him; and if it be asked, why
does he not shake off this loathsome being, which
it is natural he should do, after his appetite has
been gratified and he has been satiated with her
society ? T reply, his inclinations would lead him
to do so, if he had the power to follow them ;
but he cannot do it of himself. I have no doubt
my medical brother officers will support me,
when I affirm, that upon a ship’s going to sea,
after refitting in the harbour, the list of sick is
sometimes frightfully enlarged from the intem-
perance the men have continually indulged in
with these women, from the diseases which
they have contracted from them, and from the
atmosphere being so deleterious, in their sleeping
places, When it 1s contemplated what a popu-
lation occupies the lower deck of a ship of war,
where a man can only be allowed 14 or 16 inches
breadth for his hammock, and that to this is
added, in port, a great increase of women, and
those of the most uncleanly habits, it is obvious,
that the fetid impure air inhaled under these ecir-
cumstances must have the most pernicious effect

on the health of the crew, inducing a series of
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many officers will, upon fair consideration, fully
coincide with me in bpininn, and seripusl_f search
out a suitable remedy for this great evil. How-
ever disagreeable 1t 'mﬂ,y be, to discover for the
first time, any grossly defective part w our fa-
mily ; until it is made known to the head and
branches ne reformation can be accomplished ;
but if, as soon as they are acquainted with it, a
reformation is determined upon, the unpleasant
feeling excited at the disclosure of the moral dis-
ease soon wears off, and is forgotten in the im
proved order of things. On the other hand, if it
be decided that all shall remain as before, rather
than that the pain of an open and momentary exs
posure of what is faulty should be subm.ittﬂd to,
that family must be considered to have abandoned
all anxiety for moral rectitude, and can unl-}r be
left to pursue its own errors.

......

at Lisbon, he wished to do the inhabitants a real
service, by clearing the streets of the piles of
filth which had so long accumulated in them ; but
the people preferred that they should remain as
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and l}i‘ﬁtlislmsur.l to disease ; it also excites dis-
content, quarrels and fighting, through which
contusions and even dislocations of limbs oceur
from falls and other accidents, and the black eyes
and disfigured faces of the women as well as the
men, frequently proclaim the scene of vice and
riot which has taken place below.* Indeed, it
is a general observation, that our men of war
seamen are lamentably prone to drunkenness,
and that there is considerably more punishment
inflicted upon seamen for this than for any other
crime whatsoever.t It i1s notorious that much
of this ruling propensity in our seamen 1s fostered
by their continual intercourse with these women,
who are themselves so habituated to it, that it
constifutes one of their chief gratifications; and
I hesitate not to affirm, that bad liquors and bad
women have a greater tendency to debilitate,
debase and injure the men, both morally and

* It is quite impossible that the most correct First-Lieutenant
can, if this evil be permitted, prevent these disturbances.

+ Drunkenness is a erime that can seldom be forgiven at sea,
where sobriety is of such vital importance; therefore every
thing that will tend to check the one, and promote the other,
ought surely to be resorted to.
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On a ship’s arrival, the men’s wives naturally
come on board to their husbands, when they must
either submit to witness the most disgustingly
indecent language and scenes, or be satisfied to
return to the shore. When they remain, it too
often happens, that a modest woman, (the mother
of a family) after being brought into such close
contact with the most infamous of her sex, be-
comes nearly as bad as they are, through their
- contaminating influence. T have known many
a decent seaman choose to forego the satisfaction
of having his wife on board, rather than submit
to the degradation of seeing her domesticated
with prostitutes. It may fairly therefore be pre-
sumed, that many good men are on this account
induced to desert from the serviee,* an evil which
certainly ought to be gnarded against. It may

* Such men would surely be a much greater loss to the ser-
vice, than those (supposing there should be any) who might de-
sert, from not being allowed to have prostitutes on board; but
with proper management of the officers, I do not believe thata
gingle man would leave the service on this account. Seamen are
influenced more than is usually supposed, by the opinions and
conduct of their officers, and whenever they shew a disposition
to benefit the sailor, he generally feels most sensible of it.

C
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would be free to act as they pleased.* A great
good would also result to those on board, by the
absence of the beings in question, from the addi-
tional room (and consequently better air) in the
sleeping decks, and it would then be possible to
give the married people double birtim, which
(although a custom of the service) cannot now be

acted upon,

‘Another diﬂ’iculty, or rather false alarm, has
been thrown in the way—the dread of greater
enormities being committed, if the men are de-
‘barred from having bad women on board. What
I have just observed is a reply to this; for if the
men are permitted to go on shore, (and it is the
-opinion of the most experienced officers, that for
the actual good of the service, they should not
-be confined to the ships) they really are not de-
barred from them ; but to officers of right and
-enlarged views, I would say it is acknowledged,

* It is not here presumed that seamen would never run into
excesses, but if tempted to do so while on shore, that they
would not unfrequently be glad to veturn on board their hip, as
to a well regulated home,
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rejoice that they were released from a bondage
to the most wretched, loathsome and depraved
of human beings, and that they would not even
desire to have them on board again ;* and even
if an individual did thus occasionally marry, it
would be no more than what has often occurred,
when unlimited admission for them into our
ships was given ; besides, a circumstance of this
kind wouald be soon known in a ship and could
be guarded against, inasmuch as that the men
might be given to understand that decent and
well conducted married women only would be
admitted on board. Thus, so far from the abo-
lition of this outrage against morality and good
feeling, producing an indisposition to the service,

it will have a totally opposite effect,} and cause

# In the few ships from which prostitutes have been excluded,
I understand that the men were generally quite satisfied, -con-
fessed the reasonableness of the change, and never once asked
for leave to bring them on board afterwards,

+ Many of our best officers are of opinion, it would be the
means of attaching them more to the service, and preventing de-
sertion and going into the American service, which holds out the
temptation of higher wages, and does not sanction prostitutes on
board their men-of-war. Indeed in no foreign service can 1 dis-
cover that such a system is tolerated as in ours,
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vicious career, and pursuing it from one stage to
another, until they have been so diseased in body
as well as mind, that it was too late to save them.
I bave myself known several fine lads die a mi-
serable death, the consequence of the unrestrained
facility afforded them to persevere in their de-
bauched habits.* Perhaps it may be urged, that
vice is to be seen every where, on shore as well as
on board ship; that many schools (especially
public ones) are not exempt from it, and that in
seaport towns there is much to disgust the eye
and ear of a youth not used to it ; and so, I would
reply, he would probably remain thoroughly dis-
gusted with what only occasionally assailed him,
if he were not obliged constantly to see and heay
what was offensive to him in his own home : but
thereis a plain distinction to be drawn ; on shore
he can retire from vice, and avoid what is im-
proper ; on board there is no retreat ; he is com-
pelled to live in the same habitation with the

* It is acknowledged that some captains look after their young
midshipmen more than formerly; butwhilst in port, when their
care is most required, they can least attend to them; at any rate,

the midshipmen must inevitably see and know all that is going
on, on board,
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move from port to port, as they are not allowed
to carry the women with them, they follow them
across the country. This is continually occur-
ring, and thus a stream of profligacy, consisting
of hundreds, and in time of war, of thousands,
passes through the interior, which must contami-
nate, as it moves along, all, both male and fe-
male, who come within its baneful influence.
In our great maritime country, it is manifest,
that the most injurious consequences must result
from the very general degradation of our seamen
through the medium of these women,* as our
Navy may justly be considered to give the tone
of moral feeling and conduet to a large propor-
tion of our population. Principles engendered
in a ship of war, are disseminated by the unceas-
ing change and distribution of officers and sea-
men, not only through their own body, but
among their families, (for what family has not
some near relative at sea ? ) and to all with whom

they associate on shore. Our colonies also are

* We must remember what active allies and agents the pros-
titutes were, at the time of the great mutiny at the Nore,

D
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Proclamation, the Articles of War, and Naval
Instructions on these heads. 1 have no doubt,
that in a short time, even the most dissolute
seaman, feeling the beneficial consequences of
the reformation,* would join his officers in effect-

mg 1l.

It is not proposed, nor do I pretend to say,
that I aim at any thing so visionary as, that this
will succeed in making sailors wholly moral ;
but it is not presuming too much to assert, that
it will, in every respect, greatly ameliorate their
condition. Their health will be better preserved ;
they will be less addicted to drunkenness, thiev-
ing, bad language, and swearing ; they will be
more cleanly, comfortable and steady. When

#* When a man is paid off, he then has time for reflection; he
can fully appreciate the loss he has sustained by squandering
his wages on these women. When he finds himself in absolute
want, compared with the great comfort he has been used to,
whilst on board a King’s ship, where every thing was regularly
provided for him, he bitterly regrets that his officers permitted
him to receive on board those who pillaged him of his wages
and prize-money, which, if taken care of, would have provided
him with a comfortable maintenance, in the bogom of his family,
for the remainder of his life,
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I shall now conclude my observations with a
sincere and anxious desire, that the officers or
the navy will give them a fair and patient con-
sideration ; and in full confidence, that whoever
(feeling an interest in the service and in a sea-
man’s welfare) will lemperately but firmly make
the trial of keeping his ship free from the vi-
cious women in question, will very soon prove
that seamen themselves are not insensible to
their real interests, or unthankful to those who
endeavour to promote them; and that they
will not even desire to have prostitutes on
board. They will also find more regularity and
subordination, and less punishment in their
ships ; the best faculties of the sailors being
improved, they will consequently become a hap-

pier and a more valuable body of men to their
country.

I will only add, that I do sincerely hope the
Admiralty will give this important subject se-
rious consideration ; and at so favorable an op-
portunity as during a peace, that they will
be induced, by an act of authority to put down












