A lecture on the importance of a knowledge of physical science to the
members of all professions, being introductory to a course of lectures on
the application of acoustics to the discovery of chest diseases, delivered
to the members of the medical profession, and of the Philosophical
Institution, at Birmingham / by Peyton Blakiston.

Contributors

Blakiston, Peyton, 1801-1878.
Philosophical Institution.
University of Glasgow. Library

Publication/Creation

London : Simpkin, Marshall, & Co. ; Birmingham : Allen & Lyon, [cbetween
1800 and 18997]

Persistent URL
https://wellcomecollection.org/works/g6xfavxr

Provider

University of Glasgow

License and attribution

This material has been provided by This material has been provided by The
University of Glasgow Library. The original may be consulted at The
University of Glasgow Library. where the originals may be consulted.

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection
London NW1 2BE UK

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/















































































































































































INTRODUCTORY LECTURE.

IN order to realise the object of this lecture,
namely introducing you to the courses of the faculty
of Arts and Laws, I purpose presenting to you con-
siderations which are connected more or less dis-
tinetly with the subjects of all those courses, while
belonging specially to no one of them.

After contemplating the leading events of history,
the development and decline of powerful nations, and
connecting them with the conduct and state of
morality of the men who took part in them, one is
repeatedly led to ask, what is to be the result of the
events which are passing before our eyes, which we
all more or less directly participate in furthering,
whether we will or not. Most persons compare their
own nation to former ones, as, for instance, the great
Roman Empire, and seeing the crimes and faults to
which the decomposition of that glorious body is often
attributed, they seek in the social medium which
surrounds them, the elements of a similar catastrophe.

Such meditations invariably produce in us a feeling
of personal and moral responsibility, and I am con-

vinced there are few who would hesitate to make the
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