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INTRODUCTION. 1X

language can delineate, and no imagination can con-

ceive ! -

Independently altogether of the agomizing! religious
considerations which cannot fail, in every reflecting
mind, to associate themselves with the present condi-
tiomand future prospects of those neglected and miser-
able beings—the generous heart will see enough in their
purely physical and social condition to exeite its pity
and arouse all its finer feelings. And; "it can scarcely
be d-::-uhted that, lf the same :-].ttmltmns were devoted

to the Eubject,wl mld the same exertions made to re-
medy the evil, 1@19 S0 reﬂdlly ex_tended to other

ey —

i ——

objeets l::-f benevo]enne,n there would very soon be a
marked Ghzmge in the chameter of our urban popula-
tion. QHstltutmns wml]d speedliy be in active ﬂp'éla-
tion, which wn::-uld not only do hstmg honour to theul

e e

= p—

founders, | but restore to thE]I‘ true moral pﬂsltmn, and" 5
umﬁwﬁltﬁ the sympatlues and bless:ﬂ;s fnf society, mul- I
tltl.ldEE- of the despised and degraded outcasts of the}
weaker sex. _

The prominent object of this vnlume, therefore, is to

bring the evils of prostitution before the public in such

-------

a way as to lead menjl:n form something like a correct
estimate uf the extent to which they have gl uw n in the

—

.

heart of our city, and ofi the fearful degradation,of cha-

——— e "'""'"'- e b

racter necessarily Eﬂﬂﬂﬁﬁtﬂii___‘jﬂi_:_];l.”_t‘hﬁ]_]_i_l:'n&i_ThB author
will not indeed consider his object accomplished, unless
the facts which he has unfolded tend to the positive

adoption of the means which he has suggested, or to
b







INTRODUCTION. xi

matter of course, in what way these evils are maintained
and perpetuated\)d:lmt the difficulties to be overcome
may be clearly percened ‘and suitable means adopted
for their reduction or removal.

The author, is aware that many individuals disapprove
altogether of any publication of this 1\111{], Pn the ground

S

that the disclosures necessary to be made are apt to
mn.:usté; to an already vitiated taste, or to familiarize .
the minds of the young and inexperienced with subjects
that have a tendency to mislead or deprave t-hcnj;',- Sup- 1
pose this argument were admitted to have some foree,
that, it may be asked, is to be doné with a system so
debasing in-its nature, and so ruinous in its results?)
Is E,‘fi"{?}' to suffer it to go on perpetnating lt&elf',f and
contentedly to behold it carrying down its thousands to
a gloomy grave, and into a still gloomier eternity, than
to make a determined Bﬂ'ﬂrt to resist its pmrrresé sm]ply

B

I
heca.use such ::ml | effort ma}f. pe?&apsf mrmstm to a viti-

e e i e ——

ated appetlte, or exert a deceitful mﬂtlence on the

mmd of some i:hnughtless youth? 'Even on the sup-
pﬂﬁltmn that some wretched man m may be rendered more
miserable, or some hopeful }{}uth may have his moral
principles shaken, still the evil to be remedied is of
so gigantic a nature, that its arrestment would not be
too dearly purchased, were the supposed consequences
necessarily connected with it. But it may after all
be a question, whether such an idea be not visionary.

Qﬁ"uuid a disclosure that could be offered with any






INTRODUCTION. X111

It. is to be regretted that the sentiments, in refer-
ence to this sub,]ect,uupenly avowed by some of thu; Con-
tinental wr 1ters,!lshuuld lmve fﬂund any fldvncatca in this

Eﬂﬂ_ﬂtl'}"—tnﬂ.mﬁl}f, that the existence of prostitution is

necessary in the present imperfect state of society, in |
order that the virtuous may be protected from insult
and outrage.\ This argument is easily disposed of, and
is treated at some length in the body of the work, so
that it is unnecessary to dwell upon it here. (\Whatever
allowances a man may be inelined to make for human
imperfection and errm',\the requirements of the divine
law are iuﬂexible_,}mdé;au never be brought from their
high position to meet the weakness and limited obedi-
ence of man> "It cannot, indeed, be asserted, that the
crime of prostitution will absolutely cease during the
present state of thing};(but it may unhesitatingly be
asserted, that any thing like an attempt to palliate or
justify that erime, is a trangression of the holy law, dis-
honouring to God, and holding out an inducement to
the indulgence of every depraved a.\z{d unruly passm@
The, author of the following pages begs it to be dis-
tmctl}r kept in view, that he has been (influenced by
the best and purest motives in preparing them> And
“he fondly hopes, that, whatever opinion may be formed
of the general merits of the book, he will at least be
allowed credit for honesty of purpose and singleness of
aim. ( He would even venture to express a hope that
many mdmduals,nmpmssed with the importance of the
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EXTENT OF PROSTITUTION. 5

ber nscgsssrj,r for the supply of those dens of vice about EU{]I-~
e number in pnvﬂ.te lsdgmgs in rooms of their oWn, or living

with ﬁ1snds, 18 bnut 200 31 mountmg in all to shnur{“S{]{lf or

about fone tu every slgh y 0 thie a adult male pspulatmn ) on-
don here is ne for every slxt}j, and i sr1s;iQne for ev rery fifteen, )
Edinburgh i3 thus about twenty-five per cent. better in point of
morality than London ; while the latter is about seventy per cent.

better than Paris! And what is to be said of the chief city of

the @n@@g};_ﬁ/@lm}uf the independent, liberal, reli-
gious, and enlightened inhabitants offNew York f’) It will scareely
be credited that that city furnishes(a pmshtuts}fsr*c_vcr}r six or
ss‘sen' f its adult male population ! Alas! for/the religion and
'.msrshtj,r of the country that affords such a dmnnnstrqtiﬂl}_ of its |
rlsHmvltz It was not surpassed even by the metropolis of France
during the heat and fervour of the Revolution, when libertinism
reigned trimmphant, and the laws of God and man were alike set
at defiance.*
It may be objected by some, that tll@lsbltsnts of Edinburgh,
Esmg glmfcsssdly a religious psu]}s, lave more rsspenﬁ for their
an to expose themselves publicly on the streetsywhile |

t]]s]r nevertheless incline to, sn-:l(m fact ds)fs __q;r,@ life of pmsti*
tutls?m asly and secret msnnsr whereas, in France and America,

all who choose to follow a life of this kind do so openly and fear-
lessly, and that this is the chief reason why prostitutes appear to be
more numerous in these countries. So far from this being an ex- |
tenuation of the crime, or in favour of the morality of the inhabi- _|
tants of these nations, it is directly the reverse, asmothing could be ; /
advanced more unfavourable to the morality of snyMn,
than that they were so hardened in their wickedness as to appear 7

B g

pubhclf on the streets without experiencing any Elsﬂ'rcs of s11:1ms y

B WNGEI————_ L LS

: 78
* The manner in which{these ml::ulahnmam(r oiis oz follows :—The @_s—l:'ﬂf of

the pop atmn tion of these ci s supposed to Be males3ea third part is suhhnstsd from
fﬁ““ ler, belﬁ@ﬁur too young ‘gr too old fof exercising their procreative {'unr-

e

tions—and remainder is divided by the number of public prnstttutss
The number of prostit supposed to linbrgh i {_ﬂ[}“- in{ Liondon, 8000 ;
h@ﬁs sgq}m__gg}% 00D=wliich gives the prnpnrlm;I Ini
gtated,




r £ = - | c = - o £ -
- - - mer g - o
4 o - : 2 - ) i
s - - —_ - p! . - 7 . : - -
| — - - i v - i
. - - - = . S 1 - rr - o T z
s % — . - : - = F i - ) &
-3 ) - &) . - al = 3 = 0
o - = - - -
. uf; - o B rr -
3 x 'y = A
i) . - § o 5 - 9 ‘ E -
T - - L = L - ; 5




EXTENT OF PROSTITUTION. A lytah 7
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A
lax lmblt others) do so (only at( certain_periods, when they are

-.u—-rn

utllcl d[ﬂ. emplayment‘,v\?r find thejrscanty earnings inadequate )
to gratify their ambition Wf:ss, and the greater part of
mﬁmmte in the selection of those whom
they admit into their company than common prostitutes are,
though in other respects they are equally abandoned.

/! Suppnse Jthen, fthat there are 2000 females engaged in sedentary
emgluzm n% inr{l part would giv give a little more than 660 sI}'
prostitutes belonging to this particular class’ (add to this 300

servant girls) which is the lowest caleulation that can be made,
(ﬂnd 200 women who are cither w idows or have been deserted by

heir husbands}md the numher of !'31} 1:-1*051:11;111!.05 together will

amount tq#l ﬁﬂ_}:nd upwards. F\

" This calculation rests in a great measure on supposition but
were the truth precisely known,)it would perbaps present thi lﬂgﬁ ‘in
a still more unfavourable :ﬁﬂg‘gt\ﬁ.The proportion of the number
supposed to exist is quite correct, although that number itself may
be far beneath the truth. {Dut of 300 sewing and book-stitching
girls whose history has been ascertained,) {30 are known to de-
liver themselves pa.rt.m]l],r up to a life of “prostitution. It follows,
therefore, that if the whole of these particular classts of cirls are
equally immoral—and there is no ground to suppose they are not

one-third of the whole must be secretly prostitutes) The prin-
cipal error, then, in the present calculation is, that to high or too
low a number of these girls is assumed. But no one in any way
acquainted with the number of sewers of all kinds that do EE]St
will feel inclined to say tha EGDG s too hich a suppnsltmn

(T]le number here supposed Cis not ‘intended to include all who # %’

T ——

arc in any way connected \?IL]__}‘_‘_]"IEEEHLWD]'I\. There are a consi-

derable number)of frespectable 1ndwidu’?wlm, from some vicis-

situdes of fortune)have been so reduced in their worldly eircum-

stances; as to be compelled to resort to this kind of employment” %

in order to procure a ]wehlmuc!) These, of course, are not in- M—[—“mf.t.
cluded in the number. /Besides these,(all who are established as
milliners,\stay-makers\and dress-malirs\are excluded. {:@:ﬁ- P
culations above)have reference chiefly to the thoughtless fenfales in *"EL

the employment of these individuals, and who are@lmﬂst all the “%
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EXTENT OF PROSTITUTION. 13

(Pﬂvcrt}r“us no check to this species of crime. Indeed, it seems
to increase ln proport n/fo the pressure of want and starvation., 7L 2
Vhere mlEJ ls@nuﬁn\tﬁalln“ a life of prostitution’in t]lﬂ']LSFs _@q
l]‘l‘lPﬂ"a"PllShﬂd ranks of society.ftwo or more will be found to ﬂn 50 *-:)df:_a
in the most destitute classes.) Dr:btuuuun appears to h%} evil  @p, n
which removes every barrier of re : up al rder, Mol
nd all regard for the Taws of morality. :-1/}{ religion in the class of 7

OCIEt}' where it is most severely felt.) (In some lndgmw-lmuschbﬂ
‘where six or eight beds are erowded mkﬁ one or two small apart- |
"n'mms)aud where twenty or more wretched beings are congregated ||
togetler, all exhibiting an extreme degree of indigence, (it is no || ™. ~
uuusual thing for married men and women to sleep prom iscuous] y w *";r
tugethe.g or should any(w '.mmmﬂhe resent unaccompanied byher { Al
husband, it igmot um:nmmun flﬁl‘/ he D<r er to 3iech1Lh,kn_',r man | )
who(would pay q‘txpense uf‘. ler night’s lodging.) Some have ﬂ .%

l

11

|

\
i

been known in these Iud"mg cellis to rise Brompthe side: oblien
husbands, when they knew they were asleep, and spend the greater

" part of the night in an adjoining bed with a different individual.

S =

(?Ethers, again {:Edﬂpt aﬂgﬂler method,)and [’]'iursuc their calling jin
e ‘open streets, pr(some of l'.lmQrss frequented lancs\e\r wa'lkg:a Capie

thﬁ'suhurbg}ot’ city.) Some mot rr.:rsj after putting their children * gq
to bed \ﬂm:k the door ot their dirty and uncomfortable dwe]]mgs, :
and(stroll the strects{from night to mnrmnﬁ)ﬁal the(purpose of M
{earning as much as will{ suflice) to (meet the necessary anig_; of Gl‘fﬂ)

for the(ensumg day.)#This" class have ﬂ{i:mtlcu]m]]r dirty

wretched appearance,) and are@a.mﬂlgl to every ;IPW}I{} has hﬂd

occasion (o traverse » midnight.¥y Many are the in-

sults which these wretched creatures receive from passengers and

the police ; but how few feel or know the difficulties they have to

contend with, and that(theirs is no calling of pleasure or chmce)but.

(one of dire necegsity !~ FHowever unjustifiable and immoral theix #‘ s A
conduct may at”present be, the cause which has compelled them

to have recourse to it, might in many be traced to circumstances

over which they had no control. They mn}j]mvc@emﬁleprived,

of the C@eans of subsistence by the/death of a hushﬂnd/} or, what

is still more common, th ushlmd,j der the pretence of leaving

in search of empln}rment, may have desmtmya confiding partner
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EXTENT OF PROSTITUTION, 19

to satisfy a licentious mul\ perverse a Jg_l;,ti@p;'i' (It may be that some
forget the dignity of their character\and the exalted station in
which a beneficent Providence has been pleased to place them, and
le';t-:]_trmnge_lv;s with“lfthc: outeasts and clegmﬂed;pf Elgg_ig_s_gx,':_f:pl; |
the sheer purpose of mcreasing their pocket-money, \which their | ¥
prodigal }I{u:l dissipated habits render necegsary.

Cases in illustration, and tending very much to confirm these
opinions, might have been given; but this is the less necessary,

as they do not differ materially from the case just narrated.

PROSTITUTION AMONGST STRANGERS WHO ARRIVE IN TOWN FROM
PLACES AT A DISTANCE. VT _"jfiﬁ'l 2y “j{'

( This kind of prostitution jis mmpnrativelj(limitqg,}' but not so
much so as to warrant the author to pass it over without observa-
tion. It is a well established fact, that females at a distance do
occasionally visit Edinburgh on various pretences, such as seeing
distant relatives whom they never call upon, purchasing new
dresses, seeing the fashions, &ec., while the (real object of their
visit is strictly [:D]](:E:I.lﬂ(l) (P:u_r_ties of this des:ﬁi‘iptim}j’-i.fisit Edin-
burgh at all seasons of the year) but {:nmre espcc'i‘ull'}(in autumn .
and spring) and (consist principally of milliners ayd dress-makers
from the large towns in the west and north of Scotlagd. (They [+ 7
do not visit the regular houses of assignation,) (unless they are
taken there by some gentleman to whom they introduce them-
selves,)fb% take private lodgings, on consideration that they are
to be allowed to invite a number of their friends to see them
while they are in town. {This particular class of fancy ladies
generally go in pairs, Jand are for the most ]}nrt@xhﬂvagﬂntly - )
dressed, and/consequently(put a very high price upon their favours. ) kf (i
Many)of them(have set Jovers,) whom @nt}r apprise beforchand '-
their intention of visiting Edinl}ngh,@ho(]sﬂck out lodgings)
for them, meet them on their arrival at the coach-office or steam-
boat, and who(drive them about in hackney coaches during the
time they remain in town,)which is generally about a fortnight.
Q_l‘hia is a particularly useftl class of women for certain debauchees
- who are in the habit of visiting the north during the shooting

P
.
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EXTENT OF PROSTITUTION. 25

‘venereal disease’; but as she has since returned, labouring under
Lﬂm secondary symptoms of that complaint, there can be no longer

any doubt.

{ PLACES FROM WHICH PROSTITUTES COME TO EDINBURGH. |

Although there is perhaps not a county in Scotland that does
not supply Edinburgh with one or more prostitutes, it may be
stated as a general law, that it is(indebted to the large towns )
chiefly f'ur@:s supply Jof (this particular class of delinquents ;) and
(Edinburgh 1tsalf‘ma} be said to bethe principal mart,)as, it fur-
nishes about{ for ty per cent. Jof the/ ‘common Pl‘ﬂstitut[:ﬁ,i ;md{'umre
t]mn trc—fuurths f the si_',r ones ]asguw nl:r1hute57&bnut
({h en per ceut which isan amazmgljr small nu%b rl%conmdcrmg

e size of let city and 1tmxlmlty to Edinbu (The re-
mamde 15 f'urmshﬂd b the{‘cllff”ure:nt counties of Ecutgﬂ with a

ﬁur prﬂpnrtmn from Il'elam[} The numberf frnm Eng d is very H *T-'I{«a Y
| K e ];\'-u 14 "‘*‘H‘h
sm a]!E which can easily be accounted for by the %matcr induce- -
hey have to go to(Londun,}ﬂr other large English towns); r': W

and those who do come, have generally been brought to Scotland S
as, kept-mistresses, or have followed some regiment of soldiers, ]_;-;;35.}
and been unable again to find their way back. It has often been ;-# F,a,_u
remarked, that(the morals of the people in large towns where o

¢ many factories exist,)are more polluted than those of towns of a rn-_ﬂ.'?“_!-’.'i'

different I].EE'EI.’IEI}IQD Yet it is sﬁmewhal@emﬂrEbIe that all the =
large manufacturing towns jcontributea smaller portion)of pros- o SN
titutes to Edinburgh,(in prupnrfm to the Eomltmn’@;an any /Sl Jgh

qt]:er in Scotlind, (unless) there be some great and(sudden de- Glag

pression of trade then a considerable influx takes place ;(bu uf they

leave so soon as they have any expcctatmn of agmn ubtmnmg em-
lmls fact will again be adverted to in a subsequent

part of the work. @here are almost no foreigners following a life

of prﬂsmutmn‘im Edlnhtgrg]l ?#_

4
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THEIR MANNERS AND HABITS. 35

here| they are un_ﬁ-ﬂaqvﬁ;; and where they may again for a time
preserve their status in the highest ranks of prostitutes. ij re-
moving in this maum:)ﬁ-mn place to placefthey keep themselves>
for a series of }fﬂarsé‘um falling into a state of -:leca@ and (ii'
they are successful in their struggle against the pressire down-
wards,)({they gen¢rally have by this time saved a littleb_qg have
securéd fthe friendship Jof (some onejwho is(able to assist them in
opening an establishment for ﬂlcmsﬂlves;)';vhich is the utmost
height of their ambition. :

%ll of them)being in a great measure(gensible of their degraded
eon itiu@ and of the contempt in which they are held by other
members of the community, @d@_’l one sense(isolated from the
world,) they court the society F_f__crﬁe mmther,\and form ties of
friendship and fidelity which no circumstances will dissever. -]
(Most of the c]as?) in this manner{mingle frequently together, \§
to_receive ayd administer acts of kindness ayd charity; for,(if
one of the frail sistcr]mud)be disabled by diseasé\or_otherwise, |
thﬂse_)f\w‘]lu are in happier circumstances fflock to her with relief) f x

n this friendly intercourse which is kept up amongst them, they
in some measure acquire the manners of each other; and in this
way bad habits and customs are formed, which may be said to be
common to the whole community of abandoned women, and to
which, before entering upon a deseription of the Different Classes
of Prostitutes, and the manners and habits peculiar to each, it is
necessary shortly to advert.

r/-‘\r’"\

(EIEEII’ATIGN OF P‘RDET[TUTES.) %
e e i, g

Qﬁ_n_ inordinate desire for intoxicating liquors)is mentioned
hateletjas one of the(chief moral defectsyin the(character)of
prostitutes,jand is attributed by him to(the ignorance of soldiers)
Ei!}_t:-_l'!ﬁ, and all classes who, knowing from experience how much

ume@@hn will not drink to excess)fare only sober because they k ,“3&?
are contaminated. If there be any analogy between the condi-
tion of the prostitutes of Paris and those of Edinburgh, this
opinion has been founded on a very superficial and partial view of
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THEIR MANNERS AND HABITS. a7

seribed by(their companions in mlsfﬂrtunﬁ)u\d associates in wick-
edness, las the only cure for low spirits. Th@rst m:::-ntEﬂE ‘their
life of pmstltuhc@ is tlms spenj)m (continued drunkennus_} and
the habit of dissipation is formed before they arrive at a sense of
their miserable situation. This is a moment when a friendly
overture to return to virtue would be gla;dly accepted ; (iJut when
all assistance ajd all h hope of a rescue is denied them,\thefiammh
themselves for ife,'\regaldlcas of the consequences "\mtt} this vor-
texMeretchednes;jﬁmg poor g;n-lsi who
came under the author’s charge on a sick-bed, and who had been
hrought up by parents who set her the best example, confessed to
him, with tears in her eyes, that she found it impossible to follow
this wicked life, or speak to a gentleman on the street, without
being under the influence of ardent spirits; that she spent the
first six months of that life in perpetual dissipation; and that,
by the time she first came to her senses, she found it utterly im-
possible to desist from tasting liquqors. When to these is added
the third class—wiz{ those who become prostitutes in consequence
of their dlESlPﬂtEd ha 1t9— ry few will be found whose intem-
perance is caused in the manner Duchatelet has supposed. ‘ These
remarks, of course, refer solely to Eﬁinﬁurgh, and do not in the
least invalidate the force of his statements in regard to Paris,
It may only further be remarked here(flmt the habit of drinking #

to excess is nearly equally prevalent in those classes of prostitutess] %
to whom common soldiers and sailors have no accessj %
From whatever cause the habit of intemperance arises, it may = e
be said that (the evil is all but universal amongst Prﬂstltutes,
Some of the(Dames de Malsnﬂ at the head of th mnﬁ??&éﬁﬁt— 3
able brothels)do not allow their girls to drink to excess the usual
allowance being only two or three glasses of spirits a—da}r, ‘the &:“
@ﬂnseq@nce of which is, that@:::ry few girls who have been for any
considerable time on the street will continue long on such spare
allowance,) and foften prefov(a house of an inferior descriptjon,
where tliey may revel and dissipate at pleasure. No sacrifice is
counted too great so that they may obtain spirituous liquors.
“ A short and a merry life” is their standing toast ; and, if they
are only in drink, they may be said to be without a care for the
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o

Tike ratwnaht}r when the cause producing it is withdrawn, or
when removed to a different sphere, and placed in relations fa-
vourable to the cultivation of different habits. CIt is very impro-
bable that persons morally insane fvould be admitted to give evi-
dence on oath (:md the same caltion ought to be extended to all
whose moral manifestations are such as to prove them incapable

of acting upri ghtl})

bBG]m‘re temporar ytlmn th{otliey and subsiding into something

F
| DISHONESTY IN PROSTITUTES
e

T T P TR T
e

{':!UT abandoned women} in f;hval lower ranks of prostitution; are
tJ:lIEE-'lE and pickpockets) The nnr: calling is adopted in order to
ilitate their operatiéns in the other. Some of them steal from
natural inelination, and have great difficulty in refraining from arti-
cles that have no great attraction either from their value or ut.ilitjr
It appears sufficient for such, that an Eppgrtynity i prcsentegl_)ﬂf
(tcakmg somethi )g@nhm@bemg discovered. $€These
ome quite notorious amongst the frail sisterhood)and(are looked
upon by the more respectable classes of prostitutes as a disgrace
to their sex 'ﬂd pmfesaiu? the{consequence jof which is, thai they
never are admitted into fespectable brothels d@a\f& to continue

in lodgings either a]nne\ar with a com ]Jmuon of a sim similar dlshonestq'
epsr e,
di Eﬂsltlml.; These prostitutes seldom ‘make any thmg ; their

failings are soon discovered ; and they are tossed about from
lodging to lodging, and from town to town, so that all they receive
is spent on drink and travelling expenses. They differ from the
other classes in having no particular friend who frequents their
lodgings, or shows any special attention to them, unless he be of
the same knavish disposition as themselves. CA few years are
generally spent by them in these dishonest practices)till they be-
come so well known that they are almost constantly watched by
the police J and lf:}thejr be fortunat{s enough) to (escape banish-
ment for aﬂaenug they genemll]f tire of fhis strict suweil]anc-@
an ﬁnd their way fo other large tnwng)‘w ere they may remain
f'ur a few ears"?ml return undef a n e, and so much altered

bvﬂ@-j)‘“
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Hospital, they@nrmw shawlgand @I_mr articleslof dress from some
of their unhappy comrades, which they'rarely return,) but continue
to( wear,) pawn, or dispus:)of' them, A female who had been at
Q(I}lim{é under a medical’ gentleman’s charge in sickness, appeared
very sorry for her past conduct, and anxious about being restored
to her friends and society. Believing the girl to be a sincere
penitent, he communicated with her relatives on the subject.
While he was interceding for and miaking arrangements to rescue
her from a life of so much wretchedness and degradation, she
borrowed an umbrella when she called on him to inquire whether
he had heard from her friends, and went the same evening to the
pawn-shop and pledged it. Another apparent convert, for whom
he endeavoured to procure employment, received from a respect-
~ able shop a quantity of linen for the purpose of making gentle-
men’s shirts, and on inquiry whether she had finished them, it was
learned that the piece of linen was in the pawnbroker’s. A third girl
was twice received home by her mother on the promise of better
behaviour, and each time she cleared the house of every thing that
was valuable, such as blankets, sheets, &e. The girls steal from
one another in the same lodgings, and also from their mistresses.
A lady at the head of the profession had two gold watches stolen
in the summer of 183‘?; and,{after Yaboulf a week’s searching}
they wen’.(iuuﬁ ncealed | between 1e lath dnd the 1v&11$nf' one
offher bed-roomsy These facts tend to show hmqmle confidence
can be placed.in.those who llav(deli?r:rcd themselves up to a life
_of licentinusness.} When they wuulc(_deceive their most intimate
companions and nearest reIntive?and those who count no trouble
or exertion too great to restore them to a happier and better con-
dition, what may not be expected of them? They are not,
indeed, all of this deceitful and dishonest disposition, else the
present inquiry into their wretched condition, and attempt to

secure for them some share of public compassion, would not have
been undertaken.,

855
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this respect. They have been seen in the last agonies of death,
nncI&leard cursing the great God who made them m@m}ring for

the most awful inflictions of His wrath upon thieir own souls ! )

Whatever be the true cause or origin {:-l@weuring} there can be
no doubt that it/spreads by imitation) (No girl betakes herself to '

the stree Withn'EEquﬂming@ﬂy acqumf‘.utﬂyviﬂl{gpme one who
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is older in this life of si@ than she is, and @n takes a pride in ’Jf[;:ficﬁ

teaching her how to conduct herself _') This instruction is always
mixed up with oaths, well rounded and varied, which of course
she considers an indispensable part of her duty, and which she
strives to imitate. C[f' a girl does not meet or contract an intimaey
with other girls)in the same line of life, fhe may live for years
without acquiring this evil habit, inless she form an acquaintance
with swearing gentlemen.“@’mstit@ver}r ‘soon I{tﬂ.‘l‘iﬂ ﬁmitatg}
those{individuals who frequent their lodgings,jand especially those
for whom they have a particular affection.;JThe gait, ‘gestm'es,
micekm:z:ent, 'ﬁmrds,\sa}rings,\aml ﬂaths‘bf' their favourite visiters
are very soon acquired by them ; and they'@fl;en he:_::pmﬂ S0 @ix]_:hert
imitators,)that all their actions and sayings may be said to be bor-
rowed from them. There are two girls in Edinburgh at present,
that have been successively kept by a gentleman who is amongst
the most accomplished swearers in Britain, and they have both
become nearly as renowned as himself for the{novelty, \variety,

and \pbscenity of their caths) In these instances &t least) there ‘5%

can be fio doubfyas to the@anne} in which the habit) was{ac-
qm'redJ '

@asi___clgs the more ramihfnt artd glaring defects in the charac-
ters of prostitutes)just alluded ta?ﬁhme are many of/a less marked
~ character) such,\ for_example,}as extmvagance,\lnzinﬁg&!s]mﬁ-

nessy, ba gaill regulated temper)&ce., which may also be said
to be common to all ranks of prostitutes §} but,) from being more
remarkable in one class than anuther,\:EiH e particularly adverted

to in the uhsena;tim_mfgn _tmm'erent (Classes of .Prq-ﬁtitutes,\
w_him fall next to be :’:nnsidered-.)
Bt
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the head of her profession, points tt@er fine furnished apartments,)

(her gold wu,tches‘;] and @p]ﬂndid dresses,) :m-:l@esires her girls to .
behold what ean be achieved by industry an\l good behaviour !} <oy *
The terms *“ industry j}hndf‘“ good belmviaur,";)ma_f__kﬁli be un- r J,;‘ ﬁ;
deE@@Ep_ the same sense as they could be applied to a gambler) / o=

m]gt_s_ﬁilll to pursue his imm?ﬂl_ffﬂﬂ'_iﬁfﬁ:@l
he has amassed a fortune, by dishonest andl dishonourable means, )
at the expense of perhaps a hundred others, whose complete ruin

he has successfully accomplished.

whose in duggﬂr pr
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Opinion which Brothel-Keepers entertain of themselves—The
notions which brothel-keepers entertain of themselve ﬁntI_llQ;f' their
real rank and position in socipty,are most erroneous apd extrava-
gant:) All of them @.‘c proud of the distinguished place they
occupy in the ranks of _fprq.stiils_li’_n_ign?} and they(’éxpquﬁ from those
whom they consider thair{infarim all the@eference and reapect)
due to their exalted station. They all imagine that the circum-
stance of having a well-furnished house, and of being occasionally
visited by persons who move in the genteelest circles of society,
are all that are necessary for constituting them ladies, and for
ensuring them that respect and attention which is due to their
sex. These remarks apply principally to the higher ranks of
brothel-keepers. With such views of their own importance, it
need not be surprising that their haughty demeanour frequently
oversteps the bounds of discretion. (The least mark of disrespect

or inattention on the part of the sllnpl{eepers,\miﬂthers with whom } f-
 they have any dealings; is Sure to deprive them of their cus om. |
‘E?ery mark.of disobedience on the meme"gnls or servants, is
with them an unpardonable offence.) Their dress-makers, washing
and mangle wives, are complete tools in their hands, CNu magis-
trate is so much a terror to evil-doers,\ps these ladies are to those in’
any way dependent on them. To those who on the other hand are
obsequious and cringing enough to affect an acquiescence in every
thing they say or do, they are lavish in their tokens of kindness
and attention. From this latter circumstance, they often secure
a good name amongst those who are only partially acquainted with

them, and who have never been the victims of their tyranny and
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and unscttleﬁn their disposition,) being(always in search of hap-
piness without finding it,) that long detention in any one place by
persuasion or otherwise, is found to be next to impossible. | Like
pampered and spoiled children, @m}r must have their own way\y
ancl@ny attempt to thwart or contradict them,is sure to rouse
their indignation)and(drive them from the house, {tWithout this AL o
method of retaining themy{which hrﬂthel-];eﬁpéi's ive adopted,
every girl who is in a passion would leave them without a md-
ment’s warning or consideration. But/although necessity may
have so far suggested these extraordinary means of detaining girls
in their scrviccithcrn: can be no doubt but that the greater part
of brothel-keepers do it from a lamentable want of the principle
of justit:%and&vith a desire to appropriate to themselves the
whole prohits of the establithment.

@1’15 frEqE?:nt] -'”:5‘1 to these houses,fafter having been kept for
some time Dby gentlemen)in -privaté lodgings,\with an excellent l
wardrobe, and leave them in a few weeks without being able to 7
carry a single article of dress along with them.) The following !
case of this deseription came under the author’s observation some
time ago :—Miss had been seduced by an officer in a~—
regiment of foot, which had been quartered for some time in
(Glasgow, and at his desire had followed him to Edinburgh, where

she was afterwards kept by him for six months, and received every
~ mark of kindness and attention. Most unexpectedly about this
time he feigned a quarrel with her, for the purpose of throwing
her off, and made great professions of religion as the grand mo-
tive by which he was actuated, although it was afterwards learned
that he had taken a fancy for another young woman whom he had
already in lodgings. Being a stranger in Edinburgh, and ashamed
to return to her friends, she was in some measure forced to betake
herself to the strE{lﬁ.anW means of a waslmrn_‘ﬂ"mﬁ;‘f]m_n
suaded 6 go to a certain house where she would soon make a for-
_ty_t_:g\@he acted according to her advice, and took along with
her several trunks, containing costly and substantial dresses.
Ahuuﬁtrwu weeks after entering her new lodgings§he found th:
she had contracted a contagious disease)under which she suffered
for six wcn]{s} This long course of sin':{(r;izss and suffering caused
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thing lil{e*’s}flnpathﬁfﬂr{’t]mse unfortunate girlfj,wlfmn they are (in
some meas H'jnﬂtfurheuta'ljin{‘hring_iﬂg_iig ruin,  While the poor
infatuated ereatures are in health and spirits to follow their de-
graded vocation, they are all kindness and attention; but(the
moment any of them fall sick)(they are treated with Llnlcindnass;}

(cruelty; and @eglectézﬂr hurriéd off to the Lock Hospital ox Infir-
mary jwithout a mioment’s ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂ_ﬁfﬂiﬂﬂ.;\i\}nd iulp_ey_hgl_ig,\it.llgy

make no attempt to claim their bodies ok l,llf_‘{_}j.‘l}‘iﬁ their friends of
what has befallen them!ﬁ,‘, 'l'he_',r(;e;{_;m-{l these girls as beings Jf(zm

inferior grade to ﬂilﬁﬂﬁﬁh’ﬁsj and in complete subjection to their

N

superior will and authority and every mark of disrespect or non-
compliance with their wishes, is treated with immediate punish-
ment. @Iaving exalted themselves by their own * prudent con-
duct and good behaviour, "\they imagine and say that they ought | *
to receive all the honour and respect due to their station D !

W hatever may be the natural feeling from which this peculiarly
haughty demeanour arises, there can be no doubt that it is greatly
excited in consequence of the company with which they associate.

An individual raised from the rank of a servant, _g_gl.:juw in the
aily habit of meeting and conversing familiarly with those who
move in the highest ranks of society, and pg@gpﬁ-al_ii_ng an ocea-
sional airing in a carriage with them,)(cannot but acquire a good
deal of their manner, land soon form sufficiently high and very
erroreous ideas of her own importance, \nd take much PE??‘SIITEM ?i-

in displiying her dignity in the presence of those whom she ima-

.....

attended with great indiscretion. (It is not the noble agd true
dignity which characterises(the indivi@l of rank ‘ynd educﬁm, Y
which scorns a mean and sordid action, and ensures respect from )
all who ecome within the sphere of its influence ; @ut that disgust-
inghill-regulated, and over-exerted haughtiness), which is limited
only to self-estimation\and incapable of extending itself to acts
of justice and heneﬁcenc@ and which ig sure to beget disrespect )
in all over whom it is exerted. Tt is like a forced plant, which
has too soon assumed its outward appearance and magnitude to
have sufficient inward strength and substance to withstand the
blasts and tempests to which it is to be exposed ; and, although
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The hushﬂnds)nf' those women who arq"l11a.111Ld,| in general live
quietly in the housej and are never seen hy strangers who frequent
it ; or sometimes in a separate dwelling with their family, if they
chance to have any. ‘&‘[nsl,m{' these husbﬂnds{ are dissipated ;
indeed, (t {kheu' dissipation )is u{il many L'!lSE? the cause of their wives
opening establishments of th]s . description. They are also re-
markably indolent apd lazy In some instances h)neu,her th hus-
bam%j m:-r['\famll ¥ Jare( permltted tt{:-r nslt Jthe (brothel jsuperintended
by the wife ; and the(strictest regar d}la paid to the*’reducatmn and
(moral training of the chlldr\en The latter are not unfrequently
sent to bﬂ&ldll]"—ﬁl{:hﬂ\\fﬁ at a distance, and receive an education
equal to those who move in the highest ranks of society, and are
kept in utter ignorance regarding the particular occupation of
their parents.

Some of the Dames de Maisons keep reduced gentlemen by
their exertions. These they have been instrumental in bringing
to ruin, or, at all events, they have experienced great kindness
and liberality from them when they were in better circumstances ;
and they now evince their gratitude by providing for them in
return. (The highest class)fvill not associate with students ‘and

I;shupkeepers‘p and | deport themselves towards them as ladies of
noble family ﬂ‘){t{ independent fortune might d? One of them,
naturally possessed of much pride, often remarks, thaf_‘ a woman
never demeans herself more than when she takes up with an indi-
vidual beneath her station ! “) A téte-a-téte with the same lady,)
is a privilege granted to noblemen ﬂ'l‘ll) @}vemng and supper
partles}arc (not unusual)at. her house; and she uses the utmost
discrimination in the selection of her guests.

Although females have generally the management of publie
brothels,(males do fometimes arrogate jto themselves Qlae power of
governor and manager of such establishments,) Besides tavern-
keepers, there are no fewer than(six pf these characters in fj]dm—

burgh,

(Dress and Appearance)of Brothel-Keepers.—The (inferior
clnésea}f’ these individuals have(no particular mark by which they
ean be distinguished from persons in the lower walks of li{'e} In

i
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as the vehicle was repaired and ready to convey them on their
journey. I'rom a message that afterwards arrived from a carpenter
in the neighbouring village, it was learned that it was impossible
to repair the accident carlier than the following morning ; so that
immediate arrangements were made to accommodate the ladies
for the night. When the eldest of the three ladies apologized
for the trouble they had reluctantly brought upon the family, the
minister expressed sorrow for the accident which had detained
them on their journey ; but observed, that for his own part he
was exceedingly glad of any accident, unattended with danger,
that was the means of bringing such as they were to take up
their quarters for the night in the manse of , and with
whose society he was so much delighted.

In the course of the evening’s conversation, the lady, in answer
to some questions of the good divine, said that she belonged to
Edinburgh, that the two young ladies who were along with her
were her nieces, and that her object in visiting the north was to
look at an estate in Aberdeenshire which was for sale, and which
she had some intention of purchasing. After this information, he
appeared more anxious than ever to make them comfortable ; and
repeatedly apologized for not being able to afford them better ac-
commodation, and expressed himself highly honoured at having
individuals of their rank and eircumstances within his house,

The next morning after breakfast, the chaise arrived which was
to deprive the reverend gentleman of his distinguished guests.
All the inmates of manse expressed their grief at being
so soon bereaved of their pleasant company ; but hoped that the
period was not far distant when they would again be honoured
with a visit from them. In return for his hospitality and atten-
tion, the lady, before her departure, presented the minister with
her card and address, and requested that he would call the first
time he was in Edinburgh, and afford her an opportunity of re-
turning his kindness, which Le promised to do.

Several months elapsed before the respected minister of
had any oeccasion to visit Edinburgh. Te longed more ardently
than usual for the next meeting of the General Assembly, not so
much to hear or take part in the discussion of any important
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inquired at him who the lady was that accompanied him. He
immediately related to lim the whole story how he had got ac-
quainted with her; told that he had dined at her house yester-
day, and slept there all the night, eulogizing at the same time
her remarkable mental aetivity and the splendour of her esta-
blishment. One might easily conceive the good man’s surprise,

grief, and astonishment, when he was informed by his friend that

the lad;f whom he so highly esteemed, and whose ﬁmndslup hﬁ | & .!J*'m

— = el sy

was so desirous of cultivating,was no_other than Mrs :
the head brothel- ]{eeper in Edmburgh He stared at his friend,
then at the females, and last of all ungallantly fled klcavmrr them
to take their morning walk ‘ﬂ{}i’le,\, and to return at t—l’lEl‘l‘ own

e ——_—y % —

pleasure.

N i

(Genam! Observations) on tﬂs(ﬁw@' iy of {/Brﬂﬂwl-fs@ﬂm—
It has already been remarked, that hmn yﬁﬂf these women ha‘s‘% at
one time or atherfheen common pmstltuteag but this remﬂrk 18
not applicable to the whole body of brothel-keepers. @ﬂme of
them G}efm‘e resorting to this degrading life, have moved in the
better circles of society.) One, for example, is the widow of a
writer to the signet, and enjoys in consequence a handsome
annuity ; three have been discovered to be wives or widows of
individuals who carried on respectable businesses in Edinburgh ;
one house was managed for some time by a Protestant minister
and his wife ; two are conducted by women whose husbands are
or have been connected with the excise; and one is kept by the
wife of a sergeant of police. By far the greater part of the first
and second class of them, however, have been at one time or
- other kept-mistresses, and have been enabled, by the aid of the
gentlemen who protected them, to furnish or purchase an esta-
blishment for themselves.

Unfortunately (many women who at first felt little inclined have

"'\-.
F

g
g

foupat

¥ g

almuﬂt 1mper‘i:{ ly sunk into the -:legmdmg office of brothel- %’

easy to conceivg how this may be accomplished—

a. wa an may be left a w;daw with a young family, whose support
epemis entirely upon her own exertions. By tlie advice of some
friends, strengthened by instances which have come under her own

-
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sewing. From the belief that they are not yet completely aban-
doned, and from their polished manuers and handsome appear- |
ance, (gentlemen are induced to choose them as mistresses. ) (In
cnnseqnenc?of’ (ﬁ:hcir extravagant habits; very few find the sum
allowed sufficient to maintain them, and they seldom, therefore,
continue steadfast to one man. {fMan}j}of them (are partially kept p
@m}r receive a certain sum per week) and arefallowed to make as
much more as they can,) provided alWays they are to be found at
their lodgings at an a}g’ﬁgiggqﬁ time. §{ Those who deal with them

R

in this manner are generally poor, an 1*&(:-':nnnected‘wit:h SOMe % v
of the public offices 3\1 other placés of business in town.)( Noble- [~/
men never agree with them on such terms ;Hhﬂt;‘\ingggﬁl@;a\

not one in the hundred will conduct herself properly as a kept-
mistress. J('The man who is foolish enough to believe that any of

St

them will remﬂ.irz faithful wiTngenem]]y find himself mistéiimepg
Nothing short of sincere ind ardent affection, with a competency

to meet their unbounded desires, will ensure the fidelity of

v
| R

’ v
ﬁl:a following eurious caselis clearly illustrative nf@m perfidy of these wc'\l.a‘;': .
A young gentleman residing i Leith took a particular fancy for a pretty young female
about a twelvemonth ago 3\ and, in order to allay all feeling of jealousy and secure her
1 to himself, he took furnished lodgings for her in Edinburgh, and gave her about two .., °
:L; pounds per week.\ Every thing went on well for nearly ten months; she appeared {.x_‘:?' )
be well satisfied with the kindness and attention the gentleman manifested towards her, | :
and he had no reason to be dissatisfied with her apparent fidelity and affection for him. e
He was so well pleased with the armngements he had made, that he frequently h-u-:wted/ fr;x;;,{ 27,
of the pleasure and delight which he experienced in her company, and seriously advised A
all of his intimate companions who kept women to pay them well as the only method
of allaying suspicion. \One evening, having finished his business in the counting-rooma_
little earlier than usual, he went to enjoy the society and conversation of his paramour.

: %!ﬂing a pass-key, he opened the door, and passed, without ceremony, into her room, .
smiling at the rpriii he wuulﬁ_gi_w: his faithful mistress by calling so much earlier. ¢
An_unutterable surprise struck all partics ;| for, to his mortification, Tiis affectionate 0y

istress was lying on a sofa in the arms of an elderly military gentleman\ The latter L
instantly started to Tis feet, and demanded an explanation from the Former of his con-
duct in thus entering so abruptly into an apartment where no stranger had any right to
intrnde himulf;\lm explanation and apology was claimed in return by the young
tleman, who had good reason to believe that he alone was the injured person’, When

:- baoth parties jhad come to very high words} and were on the point of exchanging cards,

"Q"i thi stepped in and.as eir reasons for thus appearing in the apart-

W}.ﬂ.'\Thu astonishment of all af all partics was so Emt:?lmt neither conld

I







w

THEIR MANNERS AND IIABITS. 67 :

(according to the(nature m’;l habits of the individ}m!, and may be
said to be from one or two weeks to as many years. The follow-
ing short story, relative to one girl, gives alfair representation of
the history of many,\and the changes they undergo :—

| A gentleman had occasion every morning, in passing to his place
of business in the New Town, to go down Warriston’s Close
from the High Street to Market Street. In doing so, he ob-
served a pretty young woman, about fifteen years of age, constantly
engaged in sewing at a window on the first flat of one of the
houses, Tt mattered not what time of the day he passed, morn-
ing, mid-day, or evening, she was always to be found at her post.
Struck with her remarkable industry, he was prompted one morn-
ing to make inquiry at one of her neighbours regarding her his-
tory, and felt much pleased with the account he received. She
was represented as the only surviving daughter of an infirm old
woman, who depended entirely on the exertions of her daughter
for a livelihood. For three years this young person had been
looked up to by all who were acquainted with her as a pattern of
industry and good behaviour. '

After having observed her every morning at the window of her
apartment for several months; and being highly delighted with
the description given him of her character, he began to look upon
her as an acquaintance, and instinctively gave her, as he passed,
a friendly nod of recognition, which was returned on her part by
a modest inclination of the head and a smile. Some time after
these friendly signs began to be given and received, the gentle-
man felt rather surprised one morning to find the window with-
out its fair tenant. Morning after morning passed away, and
still she was not to be seen. His anxiety about the state of her
health became so great, that he was induced one morning to call -
at the door to make some inquiries after her. All that he could
learn was, that, on the Sabbath moming preceding the day on
which he first missed her, she had gone out to church and lad
not returned ; and that she had been observed once or twice in
the company of a young man, a clerk in a shop in the Lawnmar-

ket to which she was in the habit of sewing; but no trace had
been obtained of her lodgings.



[
A LY ¥ e § | I
o . 1 Tl {0 a 1 [ : §
Pl L1 il | | L1 L L |




THEIR MANNERS AND HABITS. 69

engaged at her accustomed employment, and had the satisfaction
of hearing that she was married soon afterwards to a very respect-
able tradesman., He has since learned, that she has proved a
faithful wife and an affectionate mntﬁ o) ;

111,—PROSTITUTES WHO BOARD AND LODGE IN PUBLIC BROTHELS.

- N

This is{the _l_a_:_*ggé.rt and most important class)of(fzcmmﬂn pros-
titutes. | As their habits differ considerably, according to the
sphere in which they move, E}éj may be appropriately subdivided
into two distinet c]i;_%qsithq 'e"‘;whﬁivc in the first and second-
rate hnuses_,' and ;_"tHc:?‘,ej who'dwell in the i_gfm_‘iqr__clg;s _qf public
brothels. ) Ly 4 4 |
Thf‘rst division of these is composed nflglﬂﬁw]m have de-

scended from the class of/** Femmes Galantes”

r of servants, and
others who have Tately entered on a Tife of _prostitution. § (Their

B L N s

appearance, )in geneml,/?s 1:repussessi;g,?\agreeahle,\ﬁnd'p casing’:}
Ifjthey arﬁnyhighly{gﬁ'fcdjqz}r nature/yith beauty; they ge::neml]jr
mllt_r_.ivé, by means of white e'ad,\. carmine, and other artificial re-
sources,|to look IEIH&]‘E&'J]}'__E‘_FE]L In many cases they lay on the

......

4 #

paint so delimtelyﬁﬁ?ﬂwtastﬁfully, that ‘it becomes difficult to dis- “=

tinguish it from a natural tint. T]m@ustum}f@aintingﬂh&mﬂlﬂﬁ
actually mecessary with them{’as their licentious and éiasipa,tea
habits destroy in a very short time their naturally healthy appear-
ance,;and make them shrivelled and much older-like than the

really are. 'With the@xceptim’g,’inf‘{ﬂms.e}vhd: live in the/genteel-
est public bmthehls)-ﬂtlmbsf_sﬁyb@gng to @Jis class ﬂllﬂ;lﬂ_l:(dis-
Bipated.r} The (greater part of their time is spent i%lanesshc&r&
playing, ‘or dissipation.) Unless they are in a state of perpetual
excitement with spirits, they are (subject to an insuperable lan-

bt

gﬂﬂr1\whi¢E}cumP1etel)'@ncapﬂitates them for all active exertion ; ‘%

and theirﬁ:fduienc%jis sofgreaty|that the simple operation of dress-
ing themselves is looked forward to with pain, and is consequently
postponed as long as possible. (The same characteristic features )

seem also to extend to the mind,) ok ﬁf;}r@i}pen;ﬂinaim;a of har-
bouring one serious thought\or performing one rational act.'"h All

are@]ind and insensible to their own int.crcst.)and pay no atten-

_}{,
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become gaily attired, and would pass for girls belonging to the

genteel class of prostitutes ; and@m}f continue drinking with their |
comrades till every farthing is spent,\b}r which time the new | %
dresses are either pawned)or so much soiled,\that they again re- | |

sume their former habiliments. ) It is rare that @-ny of them(have) J
more than one dress at a time ;) and this is generally worn as long
as it will hang together, and till it is impossible to tell what were
its original colours. In some of the lowest brothels there may P’
not be more than two changes of raiment for the whole establish-

ment, which are worn by the girls alternately, and a single frock

18 SDmEthES all l:he:,r possess. W’hen reduced to this unen'.rmhle

(s “fi‘;?

.1" S ar

iy

neither their faces|nor clothes are ever Washed via.nd what w1th J A
ﬁlth\vermm scabs, ‘and whlsk_:,*, Ithg_e_;n_@_g most dlsagr&eable b s
and sickly o odour.; Th apartments)in which tllE]." live partake of
__mﬂar chamcter) It 18 when réduced to this miserable state,
these wretched beings are more especially to be pitied.
Many of them not exceeding twenty-two years of age, when so
situated, assume the appearance of old women ; and@mnst &]I)uf

them@le before they reach the(ge of thirty.)

Jy &;._f
w.—@manwmywuo I-IA’FE(\D REGULAR IJGHGENGS";.J Sre_p¥

@‘h@)m a(\lay of prostitutes @mbrac: ng characters of every i
description,) but g];%y off those who too much debased
have some particulai”defect in their temper&r cﬂnduct to be ?;.

mitted int the recular ]:-mthels)g here 1s u]s@l ths%
class/a considerable number of servants out of place\some dissi-
Ei'.' married women h_vhnae bad behaviour has dnven them fror from

their husbands and”families, @ number of poor wp]lafw}m have

no other way of earning their bread, and not a few(females)who
have foolishly and inconsiderately/left their hﬂmES?En (Er"ul'lnwed
some of the regiments of soldiers Jwho have come fo Edinburgh,
and lastly, of a(number of m-:lnws) and fwives desart&c})b}r their
husbands, (to whom allusion has already Been made,) who have

no house of their own, and who are reduced to the most extreme
indigence.
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THEIR MANNERS AND HABITS. i

eight decent servants of families in the neighbourhood, have been
unsuspectedly seduced in the course of ihe last year. This was
accomplished by inviting them to tea on the Sabbath evenings,
and afterwards treating them with wine till they were nearly in-
toxicated, when these gallants were introduced, and of course
joined them in their merriment, till they attained their object.

GENERAL REMARKS. - R

From the account which has been given of the@mnn_ﬂs and "”ML e

habits of prostitutes,)it is obvious tllat@m}r are/not only a miser- F-— ¥
able and unhappy class of beings themselves) but{are also highly I,Jf ek

detrimental to the best interests of the mmmumty“‘* (Sﬂmq)uf' L...;H.f

them have been shown to be 111@__mﬂre wretehed state than uthers ‘i

but fall bear evident marks of their degmdatmn a dﬂwnfa]]_)
ATfection for their own relatives becomes in Many cases com-
pletely alienated. ) ("This is more especially the condition of those

'i wlo have,\or imagine t].'lE_'f haye)\been in any way injured by t hezr

fmends.:\an:i those wlm have been abandoned to a life of licenti-
ousness for a series o IEM:_B They scem, also, remarkable for
theif revengeful feelings towafds those who have at any time given
them the least cause Df' nﬂ"em:e:} (If a gentleman manifest more
than ordinary attention to any of them\*md subsequently de-
sert her) and take up with another, @he former will adopt every
method to damage his reputation and bring him to I‘lllIl) @hey
have a prying curiosity about them to find out the name and de-
signation of every individual who is in the habit of frequenting
their ludgings? For this purpose, several of the brothels have a
hole in the kifchen door, where they may have an opportunity of
seeing their visiters unperceived crossing the lobby; and, should
one fail in recognising the stranger, another applies her eye to the
opening, and so on, till they have satisfied themselves of his ap-
pearance, which, once fairly impressed on their memory, will one
day lead to a discovery of his name and place of business. Qﬁfheu—
ever they have discovered t]usghe:r victory over him is secured.
Should they be m want of mon }r,\t,he_'.r either call on Tiim them-

selves or dun him with letters, \ﬂl they accomplish L.gm_.ﬂh]pm‘-)

L}
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and is a source of never ceasing grievance to those who are more
particularly subjected to its influence. Knowing well the deceit-
fulness of their own heart, they imagine every one equally cor-
rupted in their affections and unprineipled in their conduct.
Nothing is more annoying and affecting, than to see attention
paid to others and themselves neglected. CH" any of them is re-
presented as being more pretty and handsome than others, every
reproach which malice can invent is brought to bear on her char-
acter and appearance) with a view to depreciate her in the estima-
tion of those who“admire her. The feeling against that poor
ereature is carried to such a degree, that, if she is seen upon the
street, the others will spit in her face, or otherwise manifest to-
wards her the utmost contempt. Cﬂaths and obscene language are
dealt out upon her without measure and without merey.y A mo-
dification of the same feeling is cherished by the low prostitutes
who walk the High Street towards those who ply their vocation
in Princes Street and other respectable places. If any of the
latter should trespass on the path of the former, they run the
risk of receiving some personal injury, or having their clothes torn
or otherwise destroyed. Lt is(a prevalent custom ﬂ]&t,@hen any
girl becomes so reduced as to be obliged to walk on the High
Stree%he must either treat the others to drink & suffer the in-
sults they please to inﬂin::’l;‘) @]I prostitutes m‘{s}xcﬂmﬁnglfifml-
ous of servants, and aré not sparing of their invectives against
‘them. ( A nufsery-maid is more especially an object of their ab-
horrence,) perhaps chiefly because this description of servants have
‘more time at their disposal, and walk much in the company of
soldiers, who are great favourites with all the lower class of pros-
titutes. :

(1t isj{]{nwever}}ﬂ their own spoonyland fancy men that prosti-
tutes are most suspicious,) When one of them wishes to kindle
the ire or injure the feelings of any of her companions, she is sure
to accomplish her purpose most effectually by informing the latter
that she had lately seen her sweetheart walking with, or frequent-
ing the lodging of, another girl. Instances have occurred, where
prostitutes have gone and stood within sight of the office or shop
door, where their lovers were employed, night after night for

(1’ ohsrods
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“ IRRITABILITY OF TEMPER.)

However difficult it may be to conceive that irritability of tem-
per can be a cause of prostitution, there need be little doubt of
the fact. It has already been remarked thatyprostitutes not in-
frequently give themselves up to the most violent fits of passion ;
and this is _:;__o@ummﬂn to the great ll'iajﬂl"lt.}" of tl.tegﬂ that it must
be attributed more to some natural defect in _ﬂgﬂe1rﬂt;_]1ygﬂgx,it_hg{l
to the aceidental eircumstances in \':’]_Ii{‘:]l_Ll‘lﬁxl_@r@qplﬂﬁﬁd.‘t‘éﬂx
this it is not intended to deny that their intemperance apd other

irregularities liave some influence in _thfwﬁm_ductmn of this dis-

e UL

agreeable ﬂ,ﬁd unhappy state of mind,ih_ﬁf g;ré!ﬁliat without a
natural irrita ility of temper,\ the other practices would have com-

paratively !&ge effect in ﬁxciting 1t.§ The disposition in most

prostitutes to become excited on the slightest provocation, led the
author to suppose that this might have been in some measure the
cause of their present degradation, and his investigations have
fully satisfied him of the accuracy of this supposition.

On looking over the ?a.rii_} nccupatinns".*in Whichfggmaleg,ahave
been(employed [previous to resorting to a life of (prostitution} by
far the greater part of @hnse whose temperswere known tnxb{_lrmglj

havﬁlbelﬂnged}ﬂ ﬂlﬁlass of house-servants.y Their own confessions
e

would lead to the belief that (insubordi ation was the immediate
cause of casting them out of empﬂ]lmjgp This insubordination,
no doubt, had its origin in the particular gtate of mind referred to,
in combination with natural pride. Tt is(the source of perpetual
uneasiness to thﬂmselvcs‘,:) and is (the canse of much unhappiness
to all related to them,) either as mistresses’or fellow-servants.

They cannot endure to be quaneimhiior the imperfect or sluggish 7.

rformance of their duty. It has frequently been found that

those who are very irritable in their temperjhave seldom been for

any considemble time a servant in one place} and almost never in
any where more than a single servant was kept. They are(thus
@rLg;n__f:nm one situntian-tu-anuthaﬁ?]wajrs discontented \and
never improving, till they can find employment nowhere, and are

ultimately forced to the street, in order to keep themselves from

"
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{:T]mse desires are {mt less strun&}m the higher than in the lower)
I:Ig_gaes 3 buty fortunately for those who occupy the hlghm ranks

T e

umuctv_ihey have the means of rr'ratlﬁ ing their passion w1thaut

pandering to the vices to “Iug!l the QL!]HS rggogg 5‘}@. consider-
able number of st:wan[?nf sewersi,}r and’ bnnnebma]iers,—* can

stameiv procure the dressés which they wear by just and virtuous -4
mEans The(i cuma‘lz)of a node&p and elLbelmved 10use-ser-
vﬂn may be adequa Eto furnish her mt lain a‘q"[' substant:al
wearmrr appare hut it cannot be expecte EEE deck herfoutiin a : fv
st}rle'é'-!f ‘%!IE not supmﬁ)rt her mlstressﬂ,, ]m v eﬁﬂf af ser- “"’i" ‘ﬁ‘
hﬂwe'ﬂar m:muntmw tu b u are much gfeatcr
A,
th:m can be-derived ﬁ-:nn ordinary nced]ework ,\sn tlmt Sewers |
e T el T TRt =
must have greater Uifficulties to contend with i in order tn oratify T ":%
their ambition.} Yet the gﬁant m_ﬂgnt}r of the latter are much
T
more gail Eq-:l fashionably attired than the f'urmeg Tlns@; once
TR T
[eads é

s to the suspicion l&i;@_}_ﬂlr lressimust be obtai mtﬁy immoral
ﬁ_ggg‘s);ﬂ)_ut hllhlf 7?’ be besgt seen % 8 ancing at t’ilglemunemtmn
whicli theyreceive for 1::1“[5110 @r ith the exception of those
who_are particularly good lmn :md those en n'e-:l in some
peculiar kinds of work \sewers ma}r be smci to earn about Gs. E
wm-‘nf t'hem em Wed in'white seam do not realiz
-I'ﬂ'l.l.(:]]) ifficult to conceive how they can maintain them-
selves on Iess than sixpence a-day,\or 3s. 6d. per week;\and
lodgings of a very inferior description cannot be procured under }
s, Gd. ; thus Ieavmg a surplus of 1s. a-week,\or £2, 12s, a-year,
for th pt}_rg_]}_‘ase of c]nthes-rli?nﬂ ut,her incidental expenses. In

~ this caleulation, the risk of not being cunst&nﬂ}r emplﬂyed is not
taken into consideration. Now, very few of them are in regular
El'tlp]ﬂj’[llEl]t amiéhuae especially who receive work from slmps.\
are frequently detained for hours till it suit the convenience of
the merchant to cut off the goods for ther;? This, although a
trifle in itself, is of no small importance to those whose income is
so limited and precarious. Let this fifty-two shillings a-year be
laid out to the best advantage in the purchase of clothes, and sce
‘whether or not the class of sewers can afford to dress in silks,
mouslins-de-laine, challis, and saxonies, or any other fashionable
apparel. The thing is impossible. éhc supposition, \then is)\

M







l\‘!t’ of securing.; Their only object beimg to make mnnej,r,\l.lmy are
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in order to obtain her object. { Unless domestics of this deserip-
tion_ jare naturally 'PGESEEEE{I of a good share of the propensity of
cunning,) so essential in the -::h&‘mcter of an accomphshe& thief,
tﬁéir#;m sooner ar later discovered, n\;ld discharged without a
character, which prevents them bemngqg“\m employed in any

respectable family. When this is the/case, it is easy to foretell

the consequences: they must support thun;_a_gr\f_gs 1}1 resorting to 71‘

[ -

a life of prostitution.

A very considerable number of cases have been collected, where
girls were cast upon the streets in consequence of lmung commit-
ted the crime of theft in the manner and for the purpose men-
tioned. Of the certainty, therefore, nf'@lslmnesty being(a cause ‘t‘
of prostitution, there cannot be the sma]lcst doubt. The objects, i
however, which such delinquents have in '.rlew in committing such

acts \&1ﬁ‘er cnnsnaéra'blj', and some, it is believed, do it for the

-u.-.,_.._

 sole purpose of accumulating Prg_perty .) There ure( everal females )

in Edinburgh at the present time, who (walk the streets)as com-
mon prﬂstltutesrsnlelx_fhr the love of gain.) While these girls
cuntmued m senfme} their b hehavmur was lrreRma{:hab]e shon t]le

iy i

::nntrary ;lsn:-me. ome of them, whose h history has been minutely investi-

-

gated, have been represented as being remarkable for their care
and econnm]r,sami fﬁi their p]aces of service of their own accnrd,\

e — P

without asslgmng an Ieasnn msn prostitutes never live in

e i e

public brothels,)and rarely w1r,h cnmpnman%ut prefer a room
by themselves, which they either take by the week as lodgers, ﬂr + x

furnish from their own resources.
CI‘his &ascnptlun of prnstrtute% seldom bﬂmmeﬁntcmperat)as

s e i e

they never taste)ardent spirits at their own expense.\| A some-

e o Tty ]

what remarkable cireumstance connected with their listory is, that
the great majority of them belong to the north of S,gﬂq_t}r_s_md, and
particularly Aberdeenshire. They are frequently well, but never
extravagantly dressed ; and their whole conduet is directed by the

(strictest econdmy. ) Nu thoughtless and penniless youth is admit- {Iﬁtf“

ted to their company ; fmarried a d wealthy individuals being the
persons W_hﬂﬂ'-‘-r society Emnds]up they are especially desirous

*.f"a'!'"

rljl.-,l-j'#-
often exorbitant in their demands.i Many of them in the course j:;
ok
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portant question, has led him to a different conclusion from that

stated by other writers on the subject. This difference might

arise perhaps entirely from the idea which he attaches to the term

seduction. Were the same unlimited signification given, ag Dr

Ryan has conferred upon it, there could be no contrariety of

opinion ; but he has taken liberties in the translation of the state-

ments of (Duchatelet, which the original does not warrant ; such,

for example, aa'@%mdcring}t[m French term * deflorées™ synonymous

with the English word! seduced—terms which convey very differ-

ent meaningsy Duchatelet remarks, that, in the course of ten

22 L& 5

years, only three or four females presented themselves at the dis-

pensary for registration who had not been previously defloured.

Did he wish by this to convey the idea which Dr Ryan has been

pleased to represent, it must be easily perceived that his remarks

on the other causes of prostitution were altogether useless, as

seduction alone would account for nearly the whole amount of

the evil. Since an obvious misunderstanding has occurred be-

tween the two authors mentioned, it becomes the more necessary

that it should be(distinctly understood 'what is implied by the

(term seduction) ' —0r
An intimacy)may be@ontm&t&d by, a&naﬁ and a female mov- 1

ing in the same sphere of life, which may be continued for a <

series of years, without any distinct-declaration on either side as

to the object or intentions of their friendship, the(circumstances

of both being such as t preventﬁhr a time their more intimate

union) CTinllj: him] other incidents alter the views of the one party y

SN

so much, that@e diseontinues his ﬂttentinﬁns.;; The ﬂfema]e}feels — 1, fow
herself (5o chagrined by this desertion})that she(does all m her %
power to damage the reputation ayd “vilify the character of her
former lover); and,du order to render him as detestable as poss

ble, audéﬂ show the dreadful effects of his ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ%!]_ﬂ: .in.ﬂlptta
the (evenge wpon herself, Jand (takes)to thﬁ@lh*:fy a6 A cdthmoh
prostitutes and continues to represent herself 4s the (victim of
geduction, @here 18 here, however, (no such thing.) The indi-
vidﬁal&n paid his attentions to her,{never did so for the purpose

of deceiving t}}enticing heafg_)m the path of virtuﬂ.éﬁ{e left her

as chaate)fn ar as he was concerned, (as when he first began to

Al
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individuals have the hardihood to mingle in society, and affect a
sensibility of honour and integrity of moral prineiple which would
prevent them from doing any thing in the least derogatory to

their reputation and station in life. Some never attempt to dis-

guise their real character, and openly boast of the number of

females they have seduced in their lives. @nc monsteriof wick-

edness)flatters himself Lhal{]u: deflours two-innocent females every |

week,Jand/has a regular contract with a notorious brothel-keeper
to procure for him this number of victims.;) There is al second
being of this description“whose passion for virgins is proverbial
amongst prostitutes. There must be something rotten and cor-
rupt in the state of society that allows such individuals to associ-
ate with people of honour and respectability.  Those who aduiit
them to their houses and families, silently approve of their con-
duct ; and, while they continue to be thus treated and respected,
they look upon it as an encouragement to continue their cvil
courses. ‘ . ) 2 .
(! Seduction amongst f{:mnlcijl n@c higher rm}ﬂis)of the(commu-
nity, is fortunately in this part of the island (ery rare.) Tt is(no
uncommon occurrence,/however, amongst{governesses and (Jadies’
maids. )(Not a single case has been discovered,)where these two
classes of females have resorted to a life of prostitution, that was
not t_:ausﬂd!igy____ﬁqducf._imﬁ jﬂ‘ he @gr&nns who(deceived) them have
generally been members or mear relatives of the@l_mil'ﬁzj in_which
they wem@mpln}'ed.) The number {}F@c&us&sermnifj who are(led
astray)is also veryConsiderabl@) but much less in proportion than
the classes mentioned, which can easily be explained by their
coming less in contact with gentlemen, and not being of so genteel
an appearance. (‘_&}"hﬁn servantgiare(seduced in tn:m'p), it is gener-
ally by the sl;udl:nts)a,tteuding the Wnivgrsity. It is believed
that (compan twa_b@er? @Eﬂngﬁgir@aw ed astray by seduction,
Many of them have illegitimate cliildrenjto shop and trades’ ]afl's;
ut there is a looseness in their characters which would lead to the
belief' that no deception was necessary to decoy them from the
path of rectitude. (\Tlm most licart-rending and painful instances

of seductinﬁ have oceurred in the Emmtr}':\ur in small towns at a

distance from_Iidinburel ;\nnd tlhe victims Lave fled to the latter
" N
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hut it is not the honour which is_ hisﬂd on mm"tht'l. 'llle

renders them ulgncts of attraction ,\nnd femalcs are at all times
ready to mh_r.g"t‘lﬂce themselves to thcm,‘ll‘luf' W 11&Ftllcy nﬂ;ﬂn take
undue a{lmntmre @hc fﬂrIgJ however, [ have themselves in a
great measure to h\amc})as they gcncml] y make the uttuclmkund
the soldiers,\according to the tactics of their profession; are too

i S ., i PR ©

courageous to attempt to retreat without the word of command \
and:\for Mu ___Part'\ Lf:ep Tlp t?gmﬂa}F1re till they hmfe made
their fair enemies prisoners. It is somewhat curious, that the
reglmcnts wearing the [ |&lllalld dress are more renowned for their
conquests in this respect tl!an others. The 42d, 79th, and 78th,
who have been within the last few years quartered in Edinburgh,
made dreadful havoc amongst the sewing and servant girls in
town. Aware of the influence that they have over these classes of
females, and the ready access they have to the families of their
friends, they spend much less of their time in the company of
common prostitutes than the men of other regiments. The con-
trast has been most remarkable between the 1st Royals, last sta-
tioned in Edinburgh Castle, and the 78th at present in these
quarters. Females, on the smallest hint, follow them when they
leave one station for another, in the prospect of being ultimately
married, but soon find themselves disappointed, as soldiers gener-
ally meet with new sweethearts in every town to which they go ;
the consequence of which is, that those who follow them must
either return to their friends, and suffer under the affront and
damage which their reputation has sustained, or throw themselves
on the town as common girls. (__Nuthinfr injures the character of
a young woman more, than the report that she had left her p]m:e
and followed the soldiers. (_Nu family I{nﬂwmg thla\wﬂl again
admit her into service. b( he young men in her own station never
think of making love to her afterwards,\gnd uniformly view her in
the light of an abandoned woman.™) The affection and attention
of her own relatives are also frequently changed ; and she does
not receive the same warm and friendly welcome into the bosom
of the family which she formerly experienced. Being thus de-
spised, and in her own opinion ill-used on all hands, she consum-
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z : i ;
of honour and feeling of affection, and leaves his partner to bear
the burden for herself. ) (If he does not ¢ cnhst as a snhhcr Le flies I

to some d r.llstfmt town~in search of uuplﬂynmut Land no more 1=;I ,

,.___._...n--—-

thrown destitute upon the world \smd she has to betake hersel
the SLI'{‘E.:t\' ClI‘he nﬁ'sprlng of the un]mpp_‘,r union soon die l'mm

lmard of Im His disconsolate pm‘tnm 1111 tu:: mean ttmcﬂ n

B

smrvatmu anc ncglcct or g\lf' they survive the t{_:nderj ears of in-
fancy af‘\_d r:hlldlmml it ]ET[ELEH[]}" to suffer a 1n0re£1ﬂmmmus

v o g o i O Ty L, g iy

death, )m’ to f'ullow a life of which their parents first set them an

Y, S

example.

Amongst the vﬂr}'i]uu classes, individuals marry without the
ceremony of long acquaintance or courtship. The man and wo-
man are recommended to each other: bl’: mutual fri cnds, ‘who have
no farther interest in making up such matches than that they
might have a share in the revelry and dissipation attending their
consummation. Weddings are by no means unusual in rooms
and cellars, where all the ordinary articles and semblances of fur-
niture are wanting, and where the newly married pan must spend
i.he(ﬁrst night of their wedded life on u(ﬂ;tle straw in the corner
of an empty apartment ) It seldom happens that a marriage en-
tered upon in such circumstances terminates well. @he arties
are not long in finding sufficient excuses for a separatmé and
they(may soon again unite themselves to others in the same hur-
ried and thoughtless manner.) The author Lnuws uf@everal in-
sl;ance% wherq’ihe parties Jhave (been married) three or four g
in_the course of two years,\and where the fem: fermales : are now_upon
the town as common prostitutes. RS

Impradent ahd ill-assorted marr mges‘arr.: not, however, confined
to (the lower classes of the cummumt;,:} There are( manﬂm the
mi ,,]2 d.(iughest. ranks where the conditions esseutml to render
the married life jone_ of comfort and seremt.y, are equally disre-
garded and dﬂﬂsﬂ “}I:}ney is looked upon by not a few as all
that is necessary for ensuring happiness. Mm*lmgfyls viewed in

R, A e

the same light ﬂa mercantile tmnsactmn and Entered into with
even less reflection and ceremony. ) It too frequcntl y happens that
the parents and relatives of the female are alike thoughtless and
inconsiderate. The wealth of the individual, or what is absurdly
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the moment any allusion was made to the union of their daugh-
ter with My , by remarking, that both were still too young.
Hitherto, neither of her parents had stated any objections in pri-
vate to Miss about the object of her choice; but, now
that the matter was becoming daily more public they could no
longer refrain from giving their opinion on that subject. The
father advanced what he considered valid objections to an imme-
diate union ; and the mother tried by a different line of argumen-
tation to show that there could be no union at all with Mr
It was soon discovered that Mrs had already fixed upon
an old Captain as her future son-in-law, and she told her daughter
that she had no alternative but to comply with her wishes—that
she and the Captain had agreed upon the match—and that she
and her father had received an invitation to Park on Mon-
day sennight, to see if any additional furniture would be required
for the house, and meet with him and his agent, in order to com-
plete the arrangements for the marriage at the following Easter.

This piece of unexpected information completely overcame the
feelings of poor Miss , and she burst into a flood of tears.
After having composed her mind a little, she explained to her
mother that she could not in honour accept the hand of any other
person than Mr , to whom she had already given both
her heart and affection—that she was in duty bound to obey her
parents in every thing that was right, and had hitherto acted on
that principle ; but in a matter which so much affected her future
happiness, she entreated of them, if they had any love for her,
not to interfere so as to put her under the necessity of acting for
once in her life in opposition to their will—that she never could
love the Captain, and therefore never should marry him—that,
however wealthy he might be, she could on no account consent to
live with him—and expressed a hope that they would no longer
insist upon that connexion, but give their consent and countenance
to one which would ultimately be a source of satisfaction to them,
and one of unspeakable joy and pleasure to her.

The father, who had no other object than the best interests of
his daughter in view, readily agreed to her request; but the
mother remained obdurate and immoveable. Mr 50011
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of a bad bargain, and advance a little capital for his young son-
in-law to commence business with, which opinion was seconded
by his two youngest daughters, and ultimately carried into effect.

The young pair were thus enabled to establish themselves in
business in ecircumstances much more propitious than either of
them had anticipated. The young man was so highly elated with
his success, that Le in a great measure forgot how to conduet him-
self; and, by his foolishness and want of thought, soon lost the
friendship of his father-in-law and others who were disposed to
favour him. With the loss of these kind individuals, his credit
became more and more eircumscribed—he got disheartened and
dissipated—and two years had scarcely elapsed before he was in-
solvent. After this unfortunate affair, he seldom spent any of his
time in the company of his lovely partner. She felt herself so
much overcome by his negligence, that she also began to have
recourse to ardent spirits in order to drown her sorrow, and to
take up with improper companions, by whose evil persuasions she
was induced to leave her husband. Soon afterwards she became
the kept-mistress of a medical gentleman, and is at the present
time a common prostitute in Kdinburgh. Her father and hus-
band are now both dead, and her mother is married to the Captain
whom she was so anxious to have for a son-in-law. She has writ-
ten frequently to her sisters and brother-in-law, apologising for
her past misconduct, and expressing a wish to be relieved from
her present mode of life, which she seriously detests; but these
letters have been uniformly returned, marked * Not known at
No. . as directed.”

Besides the improper interference of friends, there are many
circumstances affecting the middle and higher ranks that tend to
- render marriage a curse rather than an institution of peace, love,
and comfort to those wlo enter into it.. Amongst others, the
absurd notions which are too generally entertained on the subject
of modern refinement, have considerable influence.  Every young
lady’s tuition is directed by one rule, as if Nature had formed all
with the same inclination and capacity, and as if all were destined
to move in the same circle in after life. The consequence of
which is, that much valuable time is lost—one-half of their edu-

0
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get their choice of the different kinds of work, and naturally select
that which pays best; so that that which affords the smallest re-
muneration to the sewer, is left to the most necessitous. In this
manner every thing appears to conspire to depress the poor; the
consequence of which is, that, unless their minds are highly im-
bued with sound moral and religions principles, they will have
recourse to some unlawful or immoral means to make up the de-
ficiency for the supply of their wants. And if they once depart
from the path of rectitude and virtue for such a purpose, they
will do so again to gratify some evil propensity, and so con-
tinue, till they become completely abandoned to a life of licen-
tlousness.

What are the causes of this small remuneration for the work in
which females are employed # One cause has already been referred
to—the number of hands is considerably above that which is
required for the performance of a limited quantity. This sort
of competition, however, ought not so much to affect the prices,
as to throw the work into a greater number of hands, and thus
keep not a few of them idle. The price of labour can only be
lowered with safety to a certain sum, namely, that which is neces-
sary for the support of the labourer; for, the moment it passes
beyond this, he is incapacitated for farther exertion. So also with
sewers of every description. The price of almost every kind of
needleworlk is reduced below what is competent for the sustenance
of the individuals engaged in it. Who, again, let it be asked, is
the cause of this ? - Is it the merchant or the public that receives
the profit of the work 7 The following statement from the Rev.
Mr M‘Dowall of New York, will so far explain the cause :—
“ I know,” says he, * two respectable females, sisters, who have
sewed diligently on fine linen since the year 1822, and they con-
Jointly made about one hundred dollars a-year. The rent of their
dwelling costs perhaps sixty-five dollars a-year. On a certain
oceasion they were sent for by a minister’s wife to sew for her,
but were informed that they must do it for less than the regular
price, or others would be employed. *Oh! Mr M‘Dowall,” said
one of them to me, ¢ the face of the poor is ground to the earth.
Poor females cannot proeure for their labour the means of sub-
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ployment, and only a few are constantly engaged througlout the

year. A knowledge of this circumstance prevents many parent

]

from training their daughters to any of the businesses mentioned
under the previous head, and they are therefore brought up to
habits of idleness which adhere to them during life. Unless such
girls are married when they attain the years of maturity, they hang
as a burden upon their friends so long as the latter are able to
support them, and afterwards are cast upon the world for subsist-
ence, or abandon themselves to the street as common prostitutes.
The author has taken, indiscriminately, the families residing in

some closes in the High Street, amounting together to about thre

e

hundred, and, amongst that number, there are between thirty and
forty young women who have been bred to no regular employ-
ment, the greater part of whom, from the nature of the habits in
which they have indulged, are unfit for servants or any other use-
ful business. From their appearance, many of them are likely to
get married ; but they must make very inactive and unprofitable
wives to those who are foolish enough to connect themselves with

them. The utmost misery generally attends them through life

3

the wages of their husbands are recklessly spent without benefiting
their families ; and the want of comfort at home soon drives him

to seek it elsewhere, and not unfrequently makes him desert hi

8

wife and family altogether. However this may be, it very often
Liappens that such handless and mismanaging women are in the
end led to embrace a life of prostitution. It is almost impessible

that a woman can be both idle and virtuous; and when she i

5

trained to idleness, she is, for the most part, at the same time

initiating herself in vice. (\
There is a different class on which the want of employment

presses still more severely, and which is especially deserving th
sympathy and consideration of the public, namely, helpless widow
and orphans who are left without the means of subsistence. I

e
s
t

is most unfortunate for poor women who are thus deprived of their

linsbands, that they are in general burdened with a numerou

b

family, who have to depend entirely upon their own exertions.
The calamity is increased tenfold when no field is open to them
for labour. The circumstances of a widow in the town, and one

\
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poverty, by pressing heavily upon her, will compel her to work
to make up the deficiency. This looks very well in theory ; but
have those who reason in this way ever yet attempted to establish
the fact that there is employment to be found beyond the walls of
the workhouse? This is an important question, and deserving
of serious attention and investigation. When it is inquired into,
it will be found that there is not employment in Edinburgh for
above two-thirds of the working part of the female population—
that those will always be engaged first who have least to distract
their thoughts and attention—and widows will consequently be
the last of finding employment.

Admitting, however, that there were t:nﬂqri_[mt_r-mpln}nhpnt n

dinburgh for all or the greater part of destitute widows,it-is
doubtful if they could attend to it without danger to the moral
and religious interests of their children. A woman’s time may, in.
a moral point of view, be more beneficially employed in regulating

the affairs of her Tammily than in labouring to procure a mere trifle
to supply the cravings of hunger. ﬂj.ly' one having three or more

o gt

children to nurture and superintend, has sufficient responsibility
upon herself without having her mind distracted by other employ-
ment. It will be shown under a suhsequent. head, that the want
of p pa.rental and especially maternal, vigilance and care, is one of
the greatest misfortunes that befall young persons, and is also a
common cause of prostitution. Let children be left alone to the
guidance of their own inclination, and they will soon prefer the
path that leadeth to destruction. The natural disposition of every }
human being is to do evil ; it requires r-
cumspection on t]lfz_l)_gﬂ_uf_tbﬂmﬂ_p_we actuated by a different
spirit to counteract such a tendeney. This watchfulness is more
especially necessary in a large town, where at every moment of the
day, and at almost every step from the door, children are apt to
meet with companions of their own age who are already adepts in
every kind of wickedness, and whose contagious example spreads
ruin amongst those who come in contact with them. Any parent,
therefore, who willingly neglects this superinten _g].-:n-:e-,-ls-gmlty_of_
a_dereliction of duty, of which it is impossible to conceive or fore-
tell the consequences ; and the person who would advise or compel
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from infancy to habits of intemperance, what else can be expected
than that these unfortunate persons will be subjected to its dread-
ful and invariable consequences during the whole of their life ?
While they remain in the world they must have the means of
support ; and while it is impossible for them to procure the
means legally, they must obtain them by some illegal course of
conduct ; and what is more likely than that the females will resort
to prostitution, and the males to acts of dishonesty ?
For a full and clear exposition of the causes of intemperance,
~the author refers with pleasure to a very valuable essay entitled
. Bacchus, by Ralph Barnes Grindrod,” and to a pamphlet on the
“ Drinking Usages of North Britain, by John Dunlop, Esq.”
_/The following remarks bear much upon the present subject:—
“ The tasting by young country females at markets, fairs, and
sacraments, is most deleterious ; and the national character of that
class, from this circumstance alone, is on the high-road to ruin.
The absolute necessity of treating females in the same manner in
steam-boat trips is lamentable ; both sexes are in this way reduced
to a most awkward dilemma—a girl cannot refuse a glass from
her admirer, because this is the authorized universal mark of re-
spect and kindness; and as little can the best-intentioned young
man decline to offer it, becanse he would thus fail in courtesy to
: her on whom he wishes to bestow pre-eminent honour.” This
-Nﬂnm’ of treating females is seriously believed to be the cause
“of so many of the young females of Edinburgh becoming dissi-
pated. Young men are in the habit of accompanying the sew-
ing class of girls on excursions to Stirling, Habby's How, Roslin,
and other places, where they treat them to drink so liberally that
often the greater part of them become completely intoxicated ; and
many an unfortunate female can trace the commencement of her
dissolute life to some of these jaunts. In the same way girls are
taken by their pretended wooers to the theatre, and the dancing
parties immediately to be spoken of ; and, after returning from
them, they resort to taverns, where they indulge themselves with
spirits.  Girls thus treated soon acquire the habit of intemper-
ance ; and, when once this habit is fairly formed, it seldom hap-
pens that they for any length of time remain virtuous.
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of the extent of prostitution which is caused by poverty. In the
winter season of the year, when many individuals are thrown out
of employment, it is believed to be very common. Wives be-
come prostitutes to support their husbands and families. Orphan
girls walle the streets, that they may be enabled to rear their
younger sisters and brothers. Aunts do so, also, to bring up
sister’s or brother’s children; and nieces, to support aunts or
other friends. It often happens, also, that poor females who
arrive in Idinburgh from the country or elsewhere, have to main-
tain themselves while they remain in it entirely on the wages of
prostitution. It is poverty which in some cases prompts female
servants out of place to this wicked life. Painful examples of all
these could have been given—some of such a distressing nature,
that the simple narration of them would melt the hardest-hearted
into tears of compassion and sorrow.

-

il

WANT OF PROPER SURVEILLANCE OF SERVANTS BY THEIR MASTERS
AND MISTRESSES.

The consequences of defective superintendence of servants
have been briefly alluded to in the first chapter, but no reference
was made there as to the cause of this inattention ; or, in other
words, to show that masters and mistresses were themselves chiefly
blameable. Were domestics more carefully inspected, and the
impropriety of their conduct more frequently exposed, it would
confer a benefit on both master and servant. Mistresses, in gen-
eral, place most confidence in those least deserving of it. If any
girl has a more submissive and plausible manner about her than
another, and 1s sufficiently expert in doling forth flattery, such a
one is sure to win the grace of her superiors. Perhaps the great-
est evil of all ig, that whenever such an individual has obtained
the confidence of her mistress, the latter will not be convinced
that she is capable of doing any thing which is wrong. Such
prejudices are injurious to the interests of all parties, as it en-
courages the servant to persevere in her evil course, and prevents
others who have a knowledge of her errors from exposing them,
and putting her master and mistress on the alert. or example,

a
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equal number of the opposite sex, who, after having spent some
time in their society, accompany them to a tavern or some impro-
per house. Continued courses of this deseription soon bring ruin
and disgrace upon those who pursue them. What the infatuated
creatures believe at first to be a benefit, they soon experience to
be a misfortune, as the liberty which has been allowed them by
their mistresses is only a preliminary step to a life of licentious-
ness.

A nursery-maid has more time at her command than any other
number of them become prostitutes. A walk in thé?ﬁéu air 1s
Justly considered by parents to be so essential to the health of
their children, that no restrictions are put upon the servant as to
the time she is to be out, or the particular direction in which she
is to go, provided she keep the objects of her charge out of per-
sonal danger. She therefore follows ler own inclination, and
takes the road where she is most likely of meeting with compan-
ions, who often find their way to very improper places, where dis-
agreeable occurrences sometimes take place. A medical gentle-
man was suddenly called to a certain house to see a woman who
had received an injury, and found his patient to be the nursery-
maid of a highly respectable advocate in town, who had happened
to call there with the children, and had met with a prostitute with
whom she had some dispute about a gentleman. The latter, in
the heat of the quarrel, had very unceremoniously struck her upon
the head with a candlestick, and cut her severely. The wound
was dressed, and she was sent home with her charge in a hackney
coach to make the best apology she could. A gentleman in visit-
ing a house of the same description in the New Town, was much
surprised to find his own children there before him. On inquiry,
he learned that his servant was in another apartment with a gen-
- tleman. A servant of a very respectable family has of late been
often scen in the High Street, where she leaves two pretty smart
_children sitting on the pavement till she returns from a certain
house of assignation, where she goes in company with a gentleman.
On the afternoon of the sacramental Sabbath in April last, these
children were observed playing about almost the whole time of
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effort to put them in the way of acquiring it. Some are so poor,
that the whole of their time and attention is oceupied in devising
plans to procure for their families the necessaries of life, and
who would consider it a crime to appropriate any part of their
scanty earnings for the purposes of education, until the cravings
of their hungry children were more than satisfied; and who,
even after this, would have a delicacy in sending them to school
in filth and tatters, which their poverty rendered them umable
to remedy. When people are so much depressed in worldly eir-
cumstances, they are not in a state to think seriously about any
thing but their present wants, and imagine that it is the duty of
every member of their family to seek out employment for them-
selves so soon as they are able for it. The time spent at school
is looked upon as so much lost time, and an initiatory step to
idle habits. And there are many unfortunate children who are in
a measure without the direction of any person older than them-
selves, and who never thought of education or religious instrue-
tion being in the least degree necessary to their temporal or eter-
nal welfare. In these and many other ways is the education of
children neglected ; and the young are thus trained up to follow
the lusts of their own wicked imaginations.

Whatever be the cause of ignorance and defective education,
it is exceedingly prevalent amongst the lowest classes of society,
and especially among the poor Irish. There are hundreds of
families residing in the Grassmarket, Cowgate, and closes about
the High Street and Canongate, where the children cannot distin-
guish one letter from another. There are hundreds more, where
the learning is so partial, that the little which they have received
is of mo practical benefit, as they are unable to connect one sen-
tence with another; and are therefore at a loss to conceive the
meaning of any passage they attempt to read, showing thereby
that a little learning has a very small advantage over none. Where
the rudimentary part of education is so defective, it cannot be
expected that the individuals will have made any progress at all
in religious knowledge. The author has had many opportunitics
of becoming acquainted with the amount of their information,
both from his daily interconrse and conversation with the poorest
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made in a previous chapter, tend to show that the number who
could not read was much less than might have been anticipated.
But the mere circumstance of having learned to read, is no proof
that they have derived any knowledge from it. Many are able
to read who are ignorant of every thing that is of importance to
them, and who never practise reading with a desire to profit by
it. It is seriously believed that very few young women in the
lower walks of life are in the practice of thinking on what they
read, if they read any at all, as they have very confused and in-
correct notions about every subject of importance. It is the
want of reflection that keeps them ignorant; and ignorance pre-
vents them seeing their own interest; and hence they prefer a
life of licentiousness and wickedness to one of purity and happi-
ness.

'BAD EXAMPLE OF PARENTS.

When parents are guilty of immoral conduct and conversation
in the presence of their children, the latter soon learn to imitate
their example. An evil line of conduet is much more easily fol-
lowed than a virtuous one ; and all young people are ready to go
astray unless their passions are checked or controlled by the influ-
ence of parental persuasion. If such is the natural tendency of
the human mind, it is inconsistent with reason to expect that
children will act uprightly when they are trained up in the path
that Jeads to ruin. It is a lamentable fact that there are thou-
sandseof children in Edinburgh who have never received the ad-
vice of a father or mother as to the proper manner in which they
ought to conduct themselves in the world—who never heard the
name of God mentioned in the families to which they belong but
in profanation—wlho never saw more respect paid to the Sahbath
than other days of the week, unless in having seen it appointed
as an especial day of revelry, fighting, and dissipation—who have
seen the Bible despised and laid aside, and the newspapers, primed
with revolutionary and infidel effusions, substituted in its place—
who, in short, have been in the dail y habit of hearing the most
profane and obscene language, and of witnessing every law of
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history of these females, a most important fact has been developed,
which merits the attention of every mother of a family. It has
been discovered that, in almost every instance where two or more
daughters belonging to the same family have become abandoned,
there has been something in the conduct and example of the mo-
ther which was highly reprehensible. The disclosure of this fact
led to the explanation of another difficulty, the solution of which
had never been satisfactorily stated; namely, how it happens that
the children of ministers and other exemplary individuals are
sometimes as apt to go astray as those of persons who make no
profession of piety. It has been previously remarked, that there
were some females in Edinburgh pursuing a life of prostitution
who were daughters or other near relatives of ministers of differ-
ent denominations. The improper behaviour of the mothers of
all these, has been ascertained to be amply sufficient to account
for the licentiousness of the daughters. In four families of this
description, every one of the children, male and female, have
turned out profligates. In two of these, the fathers were minis-
ters of irreproachable character and undoubted piety, and faithful
in the discharge of all their pastoral duties; but the mothers of
all of them were publicly known to have despised both the pre-
cepts of religion and morality. This leads to the inference, that
the influence of the mother has more power in forming the char-
acter of the children than that of the father. The converse view
of the subject leads to the same conclusion ; for it has frequently
been observed, that many ungodly fathers have had eminently
pious sons; and this happy result has in most cases been traced
to the religious care and training of the mother. This is a sub-
Ject that might be followed out with very great advantage, as a
detailed illustration might lead to the suggestion of some useful
lessons, by which mothers might benefit their offspring. In the
mean time, it would be out of place to enter farther upon it; the
author therefore reserves its consideration to some one who has

more time and ability to conduet the inquiry in a manner ade-
quate to its importance.
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again. This unreasonable chastisement either drives them instantly
from their homes, or, should they again fall into error, it is sure
to deter them from returning to their friends, lest they should
experience the same treatment; and hence they become for life
completely abandoned to wickedness and sensuality. Such is the
history of many girls at present in Edinburgh.

The harsh treatment of relatives is more particularly mani-
fested in instances where young women have unfortunately become
the mothers of illegitimate children. Too often forsaken by their
seducer, their character blemished, and the victims of perpetual re-
proach, they fly from their native place of abode and seck a home
in the capital of their country, where they think to live unmolested
and forgotten. Father, motler, brothers, and sisters, view their
** misfortune™ as an unpardonable offence. Their senseless pride,
and what they may presumptuously call their hatred of sin, will not
allow them to forgive and forget an error into which any of them-
selves might have fallen ; but they can, without affecting its sensi-
bility, maltreat and abuse an unfortunate daughter or sister, till
they force her to commit a much more heinous crime. Their
offended honour appears to be satisfied the instant that she sacri-
fices the last remnant of her virtue, and makes herself the willing
captive of sin. She is allowed to walk the streets as a common
prostitute without being inquired after. She is tolerated to revel
and dissipate with her companions in misfortune without molesta-
tion, and to become the prey of the most loathsome disease and
most extreme poverty, without one of her relatives deigning to
make inquiry after, or sending her the most trifling assistance.
The idea of such destitution and suffering never brings the tear
of sorrow to their eyes, and they hear of her death with a feeling
of satisfaction. Whatever the victim of their spite may have en-
dured, they congratulate themselves in at least having vindicated
the honour of their family in having turmned her out of doors ;
and unfeelingly observe that the consequences were solely owing
to her own improper behaviour. Such is the reasoning of friend-
ship and love ! '

When females have once gone astray, the want of kindness
and proper feeling is an insuperable obstacle to their return to

-
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repent of her foolish conduct, and applied to a person to write
her friends to receive her home. The request was complied
with ; and, in a short time, she was committed to their charge.
She, however, did not receive so kind a welcome as she had anti-
cipated from the tenor of the letter which had been returned
to the individual who had interceded in her behalf. Three years
passed over without any change in the manner of her relations.
Her father, during the whole of this period, never once exchanged
words with her. She found the neglect and want of kindness of
her friends so intolerable, that she resolved again to leave them,
and came to Fdinburgh in April last. She was only a few weeks
there when she felt o miserable in her wicked life, that she deter-
mined to commit suicide, and forthwith threw herself into the
Canal, but was happily rescued by the passengers of a boat that
happened to pass at the time. This girl was endowed with a
powerful and active mind, and had such a distaste at the licenti-
ous conduet she was pursuing, together with a high sense of her
moral responsibility, that the most sanguine expectations might
have been entertained of her complete reformation. She declares
that nothing but the worst possible treatment of her relatives,
and the stubborn temper of her father, would ever have made her
again go astray. Iad he only once opened his mouth, and called
her by her name, she would have felt quite happy.

ATTENDANCE ON EVENING DANCING SCHOOLS AND DANCING PARTIES.

Evening dancing schools and dancing parties are a very fertile

source of prostitution. This might easily be conceived from the
description of the individuals who attend them. Evening dan-
cing schools are chiefly composed of shop and trades’ lads, and
young females, about their own age, who are occupied during the

SOWETS, Yiop gilsyuimd- thre-other-businesses formerly men-
'Tie hours when the schools are open are generally from
half-past eight till ten o’clock, and some of them continue dan-
cing till eleven. It is impossible to give the exact number attend-
ing such places in the evenings; but it has been computed that
there cannot be fewer than five or six hundred. When such a
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sure, they introduce their children under the same roof with tole-
rated prostitutes, and where, it may be observed, those very pros-
titutes resort because it is the favourite haunt of the most profli-
gate of the other sex.”

Much has been done by the talented manager of the Edinburgh
theatre to purge the modern drama from its offensiveness—to im-
prove the character of the players, by discharging all who were
openly immoral and profane, and by abolishing the slips set apart
for the purpose just alluded to; yet, with all this improvement,
there still continues much that is both immoral and offensive.
The heavens and the name of Almighty God, are frequently ap-
pealed to in solemn mockery. Oaths are most unceremoniously
introduced, and set off with inimitable gravity, so as to render
them powerful and attractive. Many passages conveying the most
filthy ideas are still retained in some of the plays, though a little
altered in the expression. And the character of the actors, with
few exceptions, is such, that the respectable of their own profes-
sion will not deign to associate with them, lest they should become
contaminated with their pollution. The dress and position of
the performers on the stage, is often so immodest as to bring the
blush to the cheeks of the female part of the audience, and to
prove that the last feeling of shame and decency must be ban-
ished from their own minds. The individuals who can appear
half naked in the presence of a large and promiscuous assembly,
is in a more unenviable condition, as to morality, than the most
abandoned prostitutes ; for comparatively few of the latter would
commit such a gross outrage upon common decency. The ten-
deney of all this immorality is to defile the minds of those who
witness it, and to excite the most dangerous passions of human
nature.

If such be the character of the drama, and such the character
of the performers, it is obvious that no good impression can be
produced upon the minds of those who witness them. Sin is, in
many of the plays, extolled as a virtue ; and the most blackguard
and intrepid actions are performed with such talent and dexterity
as to strike the spectators with astonishment, and call forth their
loudest applause. What is this applause, but the approval of
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spent in feasting and unprofitable conversation. The news of the
day—the ups and downs—the births, deaths, and marriages of
their acquaintances, are what chiefly engage their attention. Re-
ligion is seldom talked of: it has mo place in their hearts, and
no influence over their conduct. The tea parties, so common in
the families of the working classes, are more especially to be con-
demned, as they more directly tend to foster the crime of prosti-
tution. Reference was made formerly to a fact of a most diabo-
lical description, where a woman who kept a green-shop invited
the servants of the families in the vicinity to drink tea with her,
in order that a set of dastardly blackguards, in the semblance of
gentlemen, might have an opportunity of seducing them. It is
hoped there are few who invite young people to their houses with
such intentions; but wherever they are invited, the result is rarely
attended with benefit. Whenever young women go to drink tea,
there is generally a number of young men there to meet them,
who are always ready to display their gallantry by accompanying
them to the Castle, Arthur’s Seat, Leith Pier, &c.; and, of
course, treating them at every tavern they pass on the way home.
All become excited by the influence of liquor, and modesty and
reserve are laid aside. These practices are continued for some con-
siderable time, till the girls are at length turned out of place for
their misconduct, or become prostitutes of their own accord. A
very great number of prostitutes confess that the desecration of
the Sabbath, in the manner alluded to, was one of the principal
__causes of inducing them to go astray.

Those who do not spend the evenings of the Sabbath in attend-
ing tea parties and walking with young men, pass their leisure
hours in publie brothels and houses of assignation. It was be-
fore mentioned that these dens of infamy were literally crowded
on these evenings. The following remarks from the address of the
Rev. Mr M‘Dowall, on prostitution in America, is mournfully
descriptive of this fact:—*“ At the very hour in the morning,
afternoon, and evening, of every Lord's day, when the people of
God assemble for religious worship, then in a special manner do
the children of the wicked one meet in troops at harlots’ houses.”
“But on the Sabbath day and evening they are filled to overflow-
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boxes, and copperplates. This shows the extent to whiech this
kind of evil prevails in London.

Productions of the above deseription are much more common
in Edinburgh than is generally supposed. Every brothel in town
has the walls of its apartments hung with pictures of a most inde-
licate nature ; and every libertine is ready to take from his pocket
a snuff-box or book containing some delineation equally disgust-
ing and pernicious. Within the last two years, publications of
an mﬁdpl_a_n_d_ blasphemous tendenc} have become very numerous.
Though it is believed many of them are imported from the Con-
tinent for sale, it is also certain that a few are designed and printed
in Britain. There are several shops in town, but one in particu-
lar, which have been recently opened for vending improper books
and prints ; and, unless they are instantly suppressed, it is impos-
sible to foretell what may be the consequences of their continu-
ance on the morals of the community. The tendency of these
pictures and publications is to corrupt the finer feelings of human
nature, and inflame those passions which require all the efforts of
a strong and well-regulated mind to conquer and subdue.

| et
THE COUNTENANCE AND BEWARD WHICH IS GIVEN TO VICE, AND
THE SMALL ENCOURAGEMENT TO VIRTUE.

One powerful and prominent cause of prostitution is, the great
encouragement which is held out to those unfortunate females
who pursue it ; while, on the other hand, no temporal inducement
or assistance is given to those who are desirous of following a
different line of conduct. The poor and the virtuous are allowed
to struggle through life, amidst difficulties and trials, which no-
thing but the stermest integrity and firmest faith could enable
them to endure and overcome. The wicked and the profligate,
on the other hand, are fed to the full: they have few wants un-
gratified ; they receive the countenance of the people, and are in
possession of the mammon of the world. Tt has been shown by
a very moderale computation, that more than £8,000,000 ster-
ling is expended annually in London for the support of prostitu-
tion alone, £6,400,000 of which is pocketed by brothel-keepers.

T
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she had always manifested to render it worthy of their approba-
tion and patronage. The desire of becoming acquainted and
associating with people in the upper ranks, is another incitement
for girls following this course of life. While they remained vir-
tuous, no one of higher station than themselves paid the least
mark of respect to themr; but, after they have fallen from a life
of purity, they are loaded with honours and attention. What
are called * respectable™ gentlemen are seen riding on horseback,
in carriages, phactons, and other kinds of vehicles, and, as for-
merly remarked, visiting places of amusement, in company with
girls of the town, and not unfrequently introducing them to their
friends under fictitious names, and as respectable individuals.
So common are these attentions to them, that, during the months
of autumn, the town is almost entirely deserted by the highest
class of prostitutes, who have accompanied gentlemen to the High-
lands or on some other rural excursion. The pleasure-boats to
Stirling, Dundee, Perth, and Aberdeen, are crowded with these
characters; and their behaviour on such occasions is often the
canse of exciting the disgust and calling forth the reproach of their
fellow-voyagers. As an encouragement to brothel-keepers, some
noblemen of the highest rank and title prefer taking up their quar-
ters in a house of ill fame rather than in a respectable hotel, and
unblushingly visit all the * Lions™ in company with the keeper
and .one or more of her ladies. Only lasl year, it was currently
reported that a minister in the west of Scotland let his manse,
during the entertainments at FEelinton Castle, to a certain noble-
man for the purpose of lodging his concubines. Till such time
as attentions and actions like these are openly condemned, and the
individuals who countenance and practise them are expelled by
the unanimous voice of what is called respectable society, they
will always continue to be powerful canses of prostitution.

How different is the opposite view of the question! Let an
unfortunate female who has seen the ervor of her ways propose to
return to a more virtuous course of life, and she is despised by
those who formerly loaded her with kindness and attention. Her
mistress strips her of her clothes and turns her out of her house.
Her companions in erime load her with reproach, and laugh her
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Songs of the most licentious description are not only encouraged
but sought after with greediness ; and he who can best excel in
this particular department of voeal amusement, is styled a  glo-
rious fellow,” a * treat in company,” a ** genius of a rare descrip-
tion,” a * bird of a rare feather,” &ec., and is always ¢ encored.”
Such a fine fellow is never without a dozen of invitations to din-
ner in his pocket ; and it is not unusual for feasts to be postponed
for weeks in order to insure his attendance. Toasts of the same
indecent character, and many of them disguised by a double
meaning, are also greatly in vogue, and given sometimes at poli-
tical and other public dinners, to the great annoyance and morti-
fication of the sound and religious thinking individuals who gener-
ally form a part of such meetings. This practice of giving toasts
with a double meaning, is the more to be condemned, as it leads
individuals of reputation uncensciously to join in a pledge which
brings upon them the subsequent langhter and ridicule of the un-
principled part of the company. While such conversations, songs,
and toasts, are openly encouraged and demanded, the condition
of society is still too much corrupted to anticipate an immediate
annihilation of licentious principles ; but the moment the respect-
-able classes evince a determination to exclude all but those of
undoubted morality from their company, and manifest a decided
opposition to the inroads of infidelity ; and when every one shall
be measured by his character and conduet, rather than his purse,
then, and mnot till then, might a thorough change be expected,
and the resources of the town and country be directed into a
right course.

The remarks on the causes of prostitution, enumerated at the
commencement of the present chapter, are now brought to a con-
clusion. It has been the object of the author to advert only to
the more prominent causes which have come under his observa-
tion. The subject, though more fully treated off than has been
done hitherto, is by no means exhausted. The illustration of the
various causes alluded to might have been greatly extended, and
the histories of many unfortunate girls introduced. There are
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a rod of iron—who absurdly imagine that they can only uphold
their dignity by tyrannical measures—and who think that nothing
but austerity will insure respect. If a servant fails to fulfil the
least part of her duty, she is immediately subjected to scolding
and abuse ; and often, when chargeable with no neglect, she has
to submit to the same unjustifiable treatment. The most unrea-
sonable demands are sometimes made by people who ought te
know better; and if their servants do not instantly attend to
their orders, they turn them out of doors. Girls are frequently
discharged, from the caprice of an imprudent and senseless mis-
tress, without a recommendation by which to procure another situ-
ation, and have to betake themselves to the street for support.
Others, whose friends perhaps are at a distance, are discharged
without a moment’s warning ; and, having no acquaintance from
whom they ean claim a night’s lodging, they must trust themselves
to the guidance of strangers, many of whom are prone enough to
entrap them into the snares of vice. In these and other ways
are house-servants brought to embrace a life of prostitution. If
the improper behaviour of servants be deserving of animadver-
sion, the despotic and arbitrary abuse in which their superiors too
often indulge is equally open to reproach.

Dr Ryan takes notice of ““ the employment of young men-
milliners and drapers in shops, in place of women,” as a cause of
prostitution. Men-milliners are exceedingly rare in Edinburgh,
so that that cannot have much influence in Scotland. The em-
ployment of young men as drapers in shops, instead of women,
may be considered to have an opposite effect ; for it is a well-
established fact, that females who serve in shops are much more
exposed to temptation than those engaged in other occupations ;
and more of them, in proportion to their number, go astray than
any other class in the community. Tt is very generally remarked,
that if a genteel girl appears in any shop, she will not long retain
her virtue. This fact is confirmed from what has come under the
author’s observation. A very considerable number of prostitutes
have been discovered who formerly served in shops, and especially
in confectionary warehouses and tobacconists. Dr Ryan farther
refers to the ““ idea that prostitution is indispensable™ as a cause of
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in his own body ; another, in his relatives and acquaintances;
and another, in his circumstances : so that there are few who are
not exposed to suffer from them in one way or anuther

Seeing thatf the consequences of| Hnsutut.mn are so extensive
and mrtcd"\ it is_considered most appropriate to armng&mtll‘em
under two distinct heads} and treat Ersl; nE those which more par-
ticular] y affect the unfortunate victims of prostitution themselves ;
and,@smndly} of thnse which are most frig_uent'l}r experienced by
the population 1" general’ e illustration of these two points
must necessarily be very brief and imperfect, as the author in-
tends to confine his remarks to these topics and facts which he
considers most deserving of espeeial consideration ; and, by this
means, he will be enabled-fo sum up the whole of his observa-
tions within the limits of a short chapter. In accordance with
this plan of arrangefent, he will treat, first, of the

0,

{ EFFECTS OF PROSTITUTION ON PRUBI‘ITUTES THF"-[ST‘L"EE,}

.....

Under this head it is intended to speak of the following points,
as embracing some of t]1 most prominent injurious effects pro-
duced h]r a life of pmstltutmn on the mrrlmcluul part_‘c')llar]jr
(engaged in it It Depravestheir Mmd e¢ 101

rives them of the enjoyment and E}fmpa Sum

volves them in the most abject Pmrerl;}r and 1Vretche nes
Subjects them to the most loathsome and pamful eases—
Brings upon them premature Old Age and early /Death

IL.—PROSTITUTION DE PR.-'-.‘L L8 THE MINDS AND ﬁFFECT[ﬂ‘\sS OF ITS
——— e ——
VGI'JIJHES

Very soon after a woman abandons herself to a life of prosti-

tntion, she (Jos uaei:ery feature 1_; ‘]:uar character) which formerly
amia rac

@ndereé)her ]E)anc( l;we- Ier unaﬁ’ected mudesty}
gives place to a bold}, prying 1mpertmence ;‘ and every air which

she affects, bespeaks her fallen condition. Her wonted civility
and submissiveness arc replaced by rudeness and obstinacy. Her







CONSEQUENCES OF PROSTITUTION. 157

ally become more and more hardened in their sins, till they are
on the same footing with their unfortunate companions, and dead
to every sense of shame and propriety.

When speaking of prostitutes as having lost every sense of
shame, it becomes necessary to qualify the statement by some ob-
servations. Duchatelet states positively that the feeling of shame
still continues in prostitutes, notwithstanding their habits and
vices. This opinion was formed from what had been seen at the
examinations and demonstrations of their diseases at the dispen-
sary in Paris. His own words are—** that all without exception,
even the most shameless, became of the colour of erimson ; they
hid their faces, and considered this inspection a real punishment.”
No idea is conveyed by these words, whether this effect was pro-
duced more when the females were indecently exposed and remarks
made on their diseases in the presence of a numerous audience,
than when they were merely introduced, without being so exposed,
into an apartment where a large number of individuals was assem-
bled. However much the author would feel inclined to depre-
cate the practice of examining the complaints of these unfortunate
females in the presence of a number of young men, he has seen
a sufficiency of it to be prepared to state an opinion upon this
subject ; and he has no hesitation in saying, that he has seen a
female blush equally as much in a public examination of her
throat, or of an eruption upon her hands or arms, as she would
have done on a more indelicate exposure. But even on the most
open and strict examination of their diseases, there are some who
do not crimson in the least; and many virtuous females, who
have been infected by their unfaithful husbands, often blush less
than the most abandoned prostitutes. The reason of this is ob-
vious : a decent and well-behaved person never comes to the
Hospital without reflecting seriously on her desperate circum-
stances, and making up her mind to submit to any kind of ex-
posure and any course of treatment; whereas many prostitutes
never think one moment upon the subject, till they are ushered
into the presence of the medical officers; and then they crimson,
solely because they were unprepared for what they had to under-
go. This method of examining patients is so extraordinary, that
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1I,—PROSTITUTION DEPRIVES ITS VOTARIES OF THE ENJOYMENT AND
SYMPATHIES OF SOCIETY.

Whenever a woman openly abandons herself to a life of licenti-
ousness, she instinctively separates herself from respectable society.
She knows she has committed an offence which excludes her from
participating in the sympathies of those with whom she was for-
merly accustomed to associate. Her most intimate friends and
acquaintances, in whose company she experienced so much delight,
are now the individuals whom she is most anxious to shun. If
she sees them, or hears their name mentioned, a thrill of uneasi-
ness passes through her frame; and she studiously avoids the
neighbourhood in which they reside. She strives to banish from
her mind the thought of her father, mother, brothers, and sisters.
Her conscience tells her that she is the outcast of the family,
and the cause of much vexation and grief to every member of it.
The first few months of her wicked life are spent in seclusion, and
her place of retreat is sedulously concealed. During this period
she is gradually acquiring the habits and manners of her guilty
companions, and incapacitating herself ever afterwards from deriv-
ing any sort of pleasure from the society of decent people. It is
only when she begins to feel the perplexities and the miseries
of her new life, that she observes the immense saerifice she has
made. The difference between her former quietude of mind and
present mental anguish, appears much greater than she had anti-
cipated. The harmony and quiet of a loving and an affectionate
family, are a striking contrast to the discord and dissipation of a
public brothel ; and the society of virtuous and happy acquaint-
ances, to the company of depraved and profligate harlots. The
former associations give rise to positive enjoyment, but the latter
to unmingled misery and disappointment,

‘When brought into this sorrowful and reflective state of mind,
many prostitutes would be glad to be received back into virtuous
society, and to enjoy the pleasures they formerly experienced ;
but when they look around for help, there is none to rescue them.
The grief and sensibility which was so much awakened in their
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life. Such is the barbarity of human laws when opposed to the
divine and natural.”

Although prostitution practically prevents its unhappy vicl,ims’-f
from participating in the common sympathies of society, there is
no countenance given to this neglect either by reason or by secrip-
tare. They have the same claims on public compassion as any
class of criminals. They are in 1 es cruel, dissipated,
and depraved ; but on that very account they have the more need
of commiseration. Their conduct is often most disgraceful and
unbecoming, and utterly at variance with the natural modesty of
the female character; but why not forgive, and attempt to im-
prove and reform them ? * Blessed are the merciful ; for they
shall obtain merey.” /

IIL.—PROSTITUTION INVOLVES ITE VOTARIES IN THE MOST ABJECT
POVERTY AND WRETCHEDNESS.

The prospect of gain was formerly stated as one great induce-
ment for girls embracing a life of prnﬁtitl:ltiml; and the sum
which was annually expended in the support of that crime was
shown to be immense. Without invalidating in the least the
force of these statements, it may now be affirmed that, notwith-
standing the large sum which each prostitute may receive during
the year, almost every one of them is in poverty. It is not in-
tended to deny that some of the higher orders of brothel-keepers
amass considerable property. It must, however, be remembered
that fully one-half of all that is spent goes into the pockets of
these unprincipled and unfeeling monsters ; but even with this
advantage over the common prostitutes, the number of those who
make money, is very inconsiderable. It is intended, therefore,
to look upon these and kept-mistresses as exceptions, and speak
of what affects the body of prostitutes generally.

Shortly after females have embraced a life of prostitution, they
become more gay in appearance than they were accustomed to be,
and sometimes are even extravagantly dressed. This takes place
before they have formed an extensive acquaintance with the women
of the town, and before they have acquired many of the bad habits
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dwelling. The dress of the unfortunate females themselves is
often insufficient to cover their nakedness, far less to protect them
from the cold. Their clothes, if they have any, are seldom
cleaned ; and, when the reader is informed that they are never
changed day nor night for weeks and perhaps months together, lie
can form his own idea as to their comfort or appearance ; for it
would be offensive to the feelings of humanity to attempt to
deseribe them.

The following is a faithful picture of what the author has him-
self witnessed, and is caleulated to convey a pretty accurate notion
of the appearance of one of the lowest description of brothels,
and the wretched condition of its inmates :—Ie was called, pro-
fessionally, about eleven o’clock one Saturday evening in Decem-
ber 1839, to visit a young female said to be labouring under in-
flammation, and represented as dying. On entering into the
house, it appeared to be crowded with women almost in a state
of nudity, and also two ragged blackguards of men, who had the
discretion to retire. The hovel consisted of two apartments, in
the inner of which the patient was lying in a corner on a piece of
old carpet, without one article conducive to her comfort. She
was without eovering of any description, and without any kind of
dress save an old merino frock which the author had seen her wear-
ing for the whole of the preceding year. On inquiry, it was
learned that other five females lodged in the same house, the
whole of whom and two strangers were present. Three of them
were lying drunk on the floor, unable to stir or to speak. The
others had been recently fighting. and the blood was running down
their cheeks. One only out of the seven assembled, seemed to
be sober enough to understand what was said to her; and all the
dress which she possessed was a single petticoat. The value, to
the rag merchant, of the whole clothes which covered the seven in-
dividuals would not be more than sixpence, if they were not too
filthy for his purpose, or if he did not run the risk of having
them carried away by the live stock which covered them. This
house was without beds, chairs, or stools. In one place only was
there a liitle straw. A few large stones were placed round the
fireplace, upon which the inmates sat. A whisky bottle and a
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licentiousness. Apart from the contagious diseases which they
are liable every day to contract, the course of action which they
pursue is so contrary to the laws of nature, and so injurious to
the organic structure of their bodies, that disease is sure in a
short time to manifest itself. Nor is the affection confined to
one part of the frame, but every member is liable to suffer from
it. It may amount at first to simple functional derangement of
one or more organs, with a general debility of the whole body.
These effects are most evident in these who commence a life of
prostitution previous to the age of puberty. Should individuals,
however, who begin their wicked career thus early, not sink under
general wealness or disease prior to or about the period of life
referred to, they seem to enjoy much better health than many of
those who embrace it at a more mature age. The ﬂﬁ:‘.‘;ﬂtiﬂﬂs whi-:h

bility uf stnmach or mdlgestmn, accompanied with depressmn of
spirits, excited action of the heart, and aneurism or other incu-
[a_blE_ﬂl_sggsEs of the large bloodvessels—diseases of the brain
and spinal marrow—chronic inflammation of the pelvic an and ab-
dominal ﬂscem—and NUIMETous Nervous d.lEﬂl‘fi&l‘E such as mania,
hysteria, and the hke_:, with an insuperable l:mguur, which totally
unfits prostitutes for any active exertion. Besides these, their
bad habits predl.spnst‘: them to every class of disease that affects
the community, such as fevers, inflammations, &e., and ren-
der them much more liable to fall under them than those who
live differently. It seldom happens that prostitutes survive any
severe acute disease. Many of them die in the earliest stage,
and often before the affection i1s fairly formed. By constant
exposure in the evenings, they are subject to disease in the
lungs, and, if predisposed to consumption, it soon begins to show
itself.  For the same reason they are very liable to inflammation
and uleeration of the throat. In consequence of repeated attacks,
they frequently lose their voice, or it becomes husky, hoarse, or
croaking. This particular kind of voice is most common amongst
those who are much reduced in circumstances, and who walk
about the High Street without stockings, shoes, caps, or bon-

nets, for the whole or the greater part of the night. Scabics, or
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tion of them, given by a non-medical gentleman, and which, from
its brevity, perspicuity, and comprehensiveness, cannot be sur-
passed. After having made some general observations on the
effects of prostitution on the body, he goes on to say—*" pim-
ples, carbuncles, blisters, and pustules rise up on the face, fore-
head, nose, chin, throat, and palate. Suppuration having taken
place, one little sore, as in cases of small-pox, joins to another,
and often covers a large part or the whole of the countenance.
The skin on the forehead and throat, and the cheeks and the lips,
sometimes suffer severely. The end of the nose is often eaten
away, and the palate and tonsils are frequently nearly™ (he might
have said altogether) * devoured. The eyesight is not seldom
entirely and for ever ruined, and. large masses of flesh rotted off
the arms, shoulders, legs, and other portions of the body.” * The
intestines are often filled with syphilitic sores, the envelope of the
heart itself not escaping the pervading poison. Even blood-
vessels, nerves, and bones, are attacked and destroyed by it.”
This brief outline of the dreadful ravages of syphilis, is not in
the least exaggerated. The extensive exfoliation or separation of
bones that often takes place, might have been more partieularly
adverted to. There is one case under the author’s charge at the
present time, where the whole bones of the nose, external and in-
ternal—the bones which form the roof of the mouth—the bones
of both cheeks—the greater part of the superior and inferior
maxillary or jaw-bones, with the teeth which they contained, be-
sides all the soft or fleshy parts connected with or covering them,
have been successively separated from the body. The disease has
continued for more than three years, and has set defiance to every
remedy which the most celebrated medical practitioners in Edin-
burgh could suggest. Her face is literally rotten, and presents a
large opening, into which an ordinary-sized fist may be thrust
without difficulty. Exfoliation of the bones of the head is very
common. An hospital for the treatment of venereal affections
is seldom without cases of this description. Extensive and severe
ulceration of the soft parts of the body are also very prevalent,
and frequently obstinate to cure; for they are no sooner healed
up in one place than they break out in another.
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there are some on whom no such effects are produced. It has
been remarked elsewhere, that many of those females who have
been brought up to such a life in the closes about the High Street,
become remarkably plump and ruddy when they reach the age of
twenty or thereabout. A considerable number of the brothel-
keepers, and of common women who have become kept-mistresses,
are also remarkable for their embonpoint. These, however, must
be considered as exceptions to the general rule; for it is a well-
established fact, that the great majority of females begin to decay
very soon after abandoning themselves to a life of prostitu-
tion.

The period at which a decided change is observable in t11e fea-
tures of prostitutes, depends much upon the habits which they cul-
tivate and the particular class to which they belong. While they
continue temperate and receive a regular and nourishing diet, no
very obvious alteration is seen for one or two years ; but so soon
as they begin to indulge in the use of ardent spirits, they lose
their appetite for food and begin to decline; and this is in direct
proportion to the pressure of want upon them. It may be stated
generally, that in less thwad_ﬁum_ﬂm_mmﬂmﬂk.ﬂf
their _wicked career, prostitutes bear evident marks of their ap-
pruachmg decay ; and that in the course of three years n
bem old acquaintances, if they are so fortunate
as t0 SUIVive that—period—Tlese remarks apply more Especmlly
to those who are above twenty years of age when they join the
ranks of prostitution. In all who were previously house-servants
or seamstresses, the change is in a short time very obvious; and
both these classes of females are generally above the age referred
to when they give themselves up to a life of licentiousness,

Their decay is greatly accelerated by repeated attacks of syphi-
lis, or other disorders to which they are subjeet. Diseases of any
kind produce a marked alteration upon them ; and if they super-
vene upon a syphilitic affection, they cause dreadful havoc in the
constitution.  Young females about twenty-two, twenty-four, or
twenty-six years of age, look like persons of forty-five or fifty.
The most striking feature of decline is the great emaciation which
takes place. The cellular tissue, which formerly rendered them
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looked upon as a compliment to them and their fair daughter,
and ©f course received their countenance and encouragement.
They were no doubt looking forward to the day when her interest
would be united to some one whose fortune or appearance ren-
dered him an object of preference. And thus, while consum-
mating in imagination their highest earthly enjoyment, they are
apprised of the melancholy fact, that their daughter—their bloom-
ing and beloved daughter—she in whom all their delight and
Lopes centred—had, from some of the causes referred to in a
pl'eccdiné; chapter, become an abandoned prostitute.

The sudden and unexpected death of an only child could not
_ produce on a parent’s mind a more astounding or a more painful
impression. With every other misfortune there is something
connected, which brings consolation and resignation to the suf-
ferer's mind. Pious parents would view the loss of a child by
a natural death as a dispensation of Providence, over which they
had no control, and which, though distressing to their feelings at
the present time, might be intended for their good and the ever-
lasting welfare of the very individual taken away in the bud of
youth. With a sudden death by accident or by disease, they
have the consolation that the sufferings of him who is now no
more were short, and that his agonies in this world are at an
end. To those, however, whose daughter has embraced a life of
prostitution, there is no such consolation. An ever-thickening
gloom hovers around their fireside. Every time the family as-
sembles at the breakfast or dinmer table, a blank is observed
which renews the most painful associations. The tears are seen
to gather in the mother’s eye, and burst into a current on her
cheek ; and the father’s silent gaze betrays the difficulty which
he has to restrain any outward manifestation of those emotions
which struggle in his breast. Tvery new day, instead of bring-
ing relief to their minds, conveys to them some additional cause
of sorrow. Idle tattles and groundless accusations are frequently
brought to them against their daughter, by false and unfeeling
comforters, who seem fo delight in the grief which they can occa-
sion; but amongst the false reports, truth also comes forward.
To .day they hear that she has been convicted for riot and dissi-
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in vain to forget. All the sorrows and disappointments which
parents have thus to endure, are experienced, though in a less de-
gree, by the brothers and sisters of the unfortunate profligate.

There ave, no doubt, many parents, and many families, where
the circumstance of a daughter or a sister having become a pros-
titute, would produce no such effects as those above described.
Of such individuals it may only be said, that they are destitute
of every feeling which parents, brothers, or sisters, ought to pos-
sess. He or she who could hear of so near a relative abandoning
herself to a life of prostitution, without feeling sorry for it, or
without using every effort to reclaim her from her evil ways, is a
monster in human form. Yet it is to be regretted that such
-monsters do exist, and often too in those very ranks of society
where they were least expected. There may be excuse for those
who never cultivated different feelings, and who are ignorant of
the consequences of such a life;; but there is none for those who
are fully aware of the nature and the consequences of the evil of
prostitution ; and who, without a single emotion, can see their
daughter or sister sinking into the lowest state of moral depravity
without putting forth a single effort to save her.

II.—PROSTITUTION CORRUPTS THE MORALS OF THE YOUNG, AND
LEADS THEM ON TO LICENTIOUSMNESS.

Though no age is proof against the effects of prostitution, it is
the young who are more especially the victims of it. This part of
the population may be said to be the only sufferers by it, both in
purse, character, and person. The number of boys who are yearly
led astray is very considerable. Mr Talbot observes—* I am en-
abled to state, that a great many brothel-keepers encourage boys
into their dens. In one house there were three girls and twelve
or fourteen boys waiting in a lower room on a Sabbath evening.”
““T think T am correct in stating that, out of 5000 brothels, 2000
encourage boys; and, supposing that in each house fifty boys are
to be found in the year, it gives the fearful agaregate of 100,000
visits made by boys to brothele.” Dr Ryan says—* T have been
often shocked, as a physician to different charities in the metro-
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the unwary. He cannot pass along the street in the evening
without meeting with, and being accosted by women of the town
at almost every step. Their faseinating smile—their artful and
familiar conversation, are sure to attract his attention. The free-
dom with which they approach him, the affectionate and friendly
manner in which they ask after his health and invite him to their
lodgings, together with their handsome figure and beautiful ap-
pearance, are too much for any one whose conduct is not governed
by powerful religious principle. Should he be fortunate enough
to escape for once, he is too apt to pride himself on his remark-
able tact, and make it the subject of frequent conversation with
his companions, who in their turn endeavour to humble him by
leading him into temptations which completely overwhelm him.
The nature of the habits which young people cultivate at the
present day, are very much caleulated to debase the moral charac-
ter and foster licentious inclinations. Many of the customs men-
tioned in a preceding chapter as causes of prostitution, have also
considerable influence over the male sex; such, for example, as
theatre going, attendance on evening dancing-schools, Sabbath
evening walks and recreations. Young persons may, without any
evil design, frequent these places of amusement ; but they are not
aware, till they experience it, how much such entertainments ex-
cite their feelings, and give rise to evil thoughts. Female society
is so fascinating that young men, instead of attempting to shun,
naturally court it on all occasions. At evening dancing-schools
they have every opportunity of displaying their gallantry, and be-
coming extensively acquainted with that kind of company they
so much desire. The hours at which they meet, the familiarity
with which they mingle together, the exhilivating nature of the
exercise in which they are engaged, and the habit which they
have of resorting to a tavern for refreshment at the late hour at
which they separate, are all calculated to awaken the most dan-
gerous passions of their nature, and prove destructive to the
moral interests both of male and female. The parties, however,
are frequently not equally culpable. In all such meetings there
are many, of both sexes, who have long ago ceased to be virtuous ;
and thesc are always the first to lavish their attentions on the
7
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up the parties at his lodgings, and spent the greater part of his
time in the society of prostitutes, the consequence of which was,
that, in four months from the time at which he arrived in Edin-
burgh, he had spent the whole of his money, and was getting in
arrears with his landlady. His father was informed of his cireum-
stances, and requested to forward him a remittance. He refused
to comply with the request till informed how the £300 which he
had already given him had been expended. An unsatisfactory
account was sent to his father, on the receipt of which the latter
instantly wrote lim to return home. He had already experienced
too much of his father’s mode of discipline to be ignorant of the
nature of the reception which he was likely to receive on his re-
turn, if he attended to his request without first effecting a recon-
ciliation. This was tried in various ways, but chiefly by corre-
sponding with relatives and other individuals known to have great
influence over the father ; but every thing failed.

Being thus involved in irretrievable difficulties, he disposed of
all the books and clothes he had in his possession; and, after
spending his last farthing, he enlisted into a regiment of dragoons
stationed at Piershill barracks. He had not joined the regiment
when he was seized with fever, and conveyed to the Royal In-
firmary, where he died. Having no relative or acquaintance to
claim his body, it was, according to the regulations in such cir-
cumstances, given over to dissection. After the body was ex-
posed in the anatomical rooms, it was recognised by one of the
gentlemen, who purchased it and got it decently interred. The
case just narrated may serve as an example of many that actually
occur. It seldom happens that an individual, so respectably
connected, is so quickly reduced, and so completely cast off by
unnatural parents, who have sufficient means at their command
to prevent his entide ruin ; or that the wicked career of any one
is so suddenly terminated, and his remains refused the ordinary
ceremony of sepulture; but many young gentlemen who come
from a distance, unless intrusted to the care of a friend in Edin-
burgh, soon form an acquaintance with some prostitute, who in a

short time exhausts their means, and depraves their mind and
character.
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any lawful source save the salary which is usually given in such
situations as the one he occupies, which is supposed to be about
£60 or £70. Let those who are versed in economy caleulate
how much he will have left, after keeping and dressing his mis-
tress, to board and keep himself in lodgings. Another person,
following the same business as the above, but still in his appren-
ticeship, is known to frequent a brothel four nights a-week, and
has purchased one of the girls several dresses in the course of the
last six months. This lad is the son of a poor widow, who has to
keep lodgers to rear up three or four younger children. He re-
ceives £'10 a-year, and his mother draws it quarterly. Two shop-
men belonging to a certain place of business, which has been
sequestrated within the last eighteen months, made nightly visi-
tations to a certain brothel, and were in the habit of bringing
as many dresses as decked out all the inmates of the establish-
ment, besides a number that were sent unmade to the pawn-
broker’s. Perhaps-these repeated and valuable presents assisted
in the bankruptey of their masters. These are only a sample of
the more glaring instances which have come to the author’s know-
ledge. There are many charges for thefts of a similar nature
brought before the different criminal courts, and which, if traced
to their sources, would be found to have been perpetrated with
the intention of giving presents to the prostitutes with whom
the shopmen associate.

It is impossible to mention any line of business in which frand
is not committed in one way or other by the young people con-
nected with it. Sons learning businesses with their fathers can
generally act more freely than hired servants or apprentices, and
rob them to a great extent. The apprentices are for the most part
intrusted with the messages; and they avail themselves of every
opportunity which,presents itself of cheating either their masters
or customers, If sent to purchase any thing, they will either
take an inferior article or a less quantity than they were authorized
to bring ; and, in order that they may not be detected, they will
go to a different shop from that to which they were directed.
When they are successful in effecting a fraud in a small matter,
they soon learn to try it in a Jarger, till they are ultimately de-
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him acknowledging the truth; but, were it discovered, it would
be found that in many instances the deficiency went for the main-
tenance of a prostitute.

It is difficult to determine the precise number of men in busi-
ness who are thus reduced in the course of a year; but it is sup-
posed that a great part of the unmarried young men who com-
mence business on their own account, and do not succeed, may
impute their want of success to dissipation, and courting the com-
pany of abandoned women. The greater part of the idle and the
profligate, who live by stratagem and plunder, were once industri-
ous and respected young men; but, from associating with evil
companions, they have been thrown out of employment, and in a
measure obliged to support themselves by acts of dishonesty.
Many of the lads, also, who enlist as soldiers, or join the navy,
have been previously reduced in circumstances from having kept
company with prostitutes. Suppose then that 300 join the army,
and 150 the navy, and 100 become thieves and vagrants, belong-
ing to Edinburgh, it would give a total of 550 young men who
are every year cast out of society by their improper behaviour.
Or it may be conjectured that almost every prostitute seduces
one young man in the year, seeing that all, with the exception of
the old and the ugly, have their fancy-men; and, if this is the
case, the number who are ruined annually would be considerably
greater than that mentioned. Though some of the prostitutes
retain their fancy-men for two or three years, it more frequently

gentleman, aged twenty-six, who carried on business in George Street, Edinburgh, and
_who is said to have fraudulently carried off money and goods to a great amount.  This

* lad was, three years ago, a nightly frequenter of a certain brothel in town, and eoon

became the fancy-man of the k.ccp-ur-—a. 'plump good-looking marrvied woman, with a
son neatly as old as himself.  About twelve months ago, they entered into arrange-
ments to go to America together ; but, in the mean time, as he was unable to collect
a sufficient sum to carry their intentions into operation, her house was sub-let to a
niece, who was to pay up the value of it by instalments, Their stay in this country
was consequently postponed much longer than they first anticipated. So carly as April
this year, they fixed upon the beginning of August as the period for their departure,
Previous to this, the gentleman began to gell off his goods under value, and purchased
largely in the English markets, and shipped themn for America, no one suspecting him
till he had safely escaped. This is an example of many cases that occur.  None whe
inveigle themselves with prostitutes can long act honourably and prosper.
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eral student, view this kind of relaxation as indispensable for their
Lealth, and look forward to the day when their extensive practice
will be sufficient to reimburse them for their present expenditare.
They never once entertain the thought, that probably they may
not succeed in their profession. The road to honour and fortune
is open ; and, with such talents and perseverance as they happily
possess, no one ever yet failed in obtaining them. With such
absurd and groundless notions of their own abilities and future
prospects, they continne indulging their evil passions, and form-
ing habits which bring disgrace and ruin upon themselves before
they have even finished their curriculum of study. The instance
of the medical student, referred to under the preceding head,
shows how completely a young man may be wrecked at a very early
stage of his studies; and many cases of a similar nature could
easily be adduced.

The bad effects of licentiousness are experienced by the old as
well as the young student. Many individuals have attended to
their avocations for a series of years with the utmost attention
and assiduity; and just when they were approaching the climax
of professional eminence, and bidding fair to rival those to whom
they were accustomed to look with respect and admiration, they
began to relax in their exertions, to indulge in sensuality, to waste
their precious time in the company of prostitutes, and to squan-
der the wealth they had accumulated, till bankruptey and ruin
overtook them. Numerous living examples could be pointed out
in illustration of this fact. Many persons who were in exten-
sive and lucrative practice as lawyers and advocates twenty years
ago, are now, from the effects of dissolute habits, either living in
penury or cast as burdens upon their relatives. The same may
be remarked of several members of the medical profession. It
is painful to say it, yet a desire for the truth urges to the de-
claration, that the pulpit is not even exempted from the inroads
and consequences of these habits, Among not a few good
and faithful ministers, there have in all ages been some who
found their way into the church as pastors, whose dispositions
have been such as to disqualify them for fulfilling the duties of

that sacred office. Y ears often elapsed before they laid aside the
2 A
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had endured. A case of the same deseription was seen lately in
a low hrothel in the IHigh Street. The young man was repre-
sented as a teacher. He died before he could be removed to the
Infirmary.

A great many of the suicides which occur amongst the male
sex, are occasioned by licentious habits. Those persons bring
poverty and dishonour upon themselves, and lose caste in society,
which press so heavily upon their minds, that they come to the
dreadful determination of taking away their own life.

Some may be so careful in their expenditure, that their pecu-
niary cireumstances are not materially affected by their evil prae-
tices ; but these, like all others who countenance and support
prostitution, are liable to suffer imjury in their persons. It s
possible that a person may by some means recruit his exhausted
finances ; but it is beyond the powers of nature to restore a lost
nose. A person with a tattered garment can be viewed without
exciting any feeling of disgust ; but a face without a nasal protu-
berance is a hideous deformity. Diseases contracted by licenti-
ous habits are not confined to any particular organ of the body—
all are liable to be affected by them. The remarks made under
_ a former head, in reference to the loathsome and painful diseases
to which females were subjected in consequence of their impro-
per conduct, are equally applicable to the opposite sex. Tt is
not uncommon to observe a blooming and healthy young man in
the course of a few years become feeble and exhausted, having
his face disfigured with syphilitic blotches, and dying from the
effects of lus foolishness in the prime of life.

V.—PROSTITUTION SPREADS CONTAGIOUS DISEASES AMONGET PRIVATE

FAMILIES, WHICH OFTEN EXTEND THEIR RAVAGES TO THOSE WHO
ARE INNOCENT.

Incontinent and unfaithful husbands not unfrequently convey
the diseases which they contract by their immoral conduct to those
whom they ought, above all others, to have loved and protected.
The great number of married women who apply at the Lock

Hospital, and elaewhere, for medical advice in such circumstances,
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first fortnight, and the remaining four in the course of the first
year. Of ten children who are annually born in one hospital,
five die at the moment of their birth, and the other five before
the complete re-establishment of the mother’s health. There are
no accurate data on which an opinion can be grounded regarding
the mortality of the infants of prostitutes in Edinburgh ; but,
out of a list of thirty who have had children since they abandoned
themselves to a life of licentiousness, not one of them has her
child alive at the present time; although the author is unable to
say at what precise period of their life they died. The following
~ statements of the Rev. Mr M*Dowall will perhaps aceount for some
of the deaths :—** Thousands of children are murdered. Dead
infants are frequently found ; sometimes in privies, wells, sewers,
ponds, docks, streets, open fields, and in other places. And the
criminal records of the country prove the fact, that mothers have
slain their recently born infants ; and reclaimed prostitutes have
stated that they have done the criminal deed. One of them told
me that she had destroyed five of her own offspring. Another
said that she had destroyed three ; and several admitted that they
had individually put one to death.” . This account is believed to
be greatly exagoerated. That ** thousands of children are mur-
dered ™ by prostitutes, can scarcely be credited. No man has
any right to infer that the bodies of dead infants found in * pri-
vies, wells, sewers, ponds, docks, streets, open fields, and other
places,” belonged to abandoned females, or even that such infants
were murdered. Prostitutes are stated by Duchatelet to be ex-
ceedingly fond of their infants; and, when they are born, there
seems to be a general competition amongst the unfortunate sis-
ters as to who shall have the honour of taking the charge of
them. The author has seen much of the same feeling mani-
fested, and is confident that some of their infants are killed by
too much kindness and attention. Prostitutes, moreover, are
so subject to abortion, that comparatively few arrive at the full
term of their pregnancy; so that it would require a very long
period before *“ thousands™ of children could be born by them.
It is much more probable that the dead infants found in the places
mentioned belonged to the destitute classes of the community,

N
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lice,” which are often vociferated so loud as to disturb the repose
of, and excite alarm amongst all the inhabitants occupying the ad-
jacent lands, their unhappy inmates are to be seen at all hours of
the day looking over their windows making signs, and sometimes
using obscene language, to the gentlemen who pass along the
street. Such conduct is not tolerated in some of the higher class
of brothels ; but it is very common in all the others. In a cer-
tain street in the New Town where a church is situated, a con-
siderable number of prostitutes are to be seen every Sabbath ex-
hibiting themselves in the manner referred to, and heard making
indecent remarks on the people as they come from church.
Although the author would be the last to question the right of
prostitutes to appear in any public place, or to mingle with the
citizens, on occasions of rejoicing, at exhibitions or promenades,
so long as they behave themselves; yet there is something dis-
agreeable in the thought that a lady of respectability has to
sit or walk beside a woman of the town. Nothing, however, is
more common. There is no possibility of distinguishing them
from ladies of quality. On the 15th August 1840, when the
foundation-stone of the Scott Monument was laid, hustings were
erected for the accommodation of a limited number of persons to
witness the ceremony. The modesty of many families in the mid-
dle classes of society prevented them from applying for tickets of
admission, believing that none but the nobility were likely to pur-
chase them. As usual on all such occasions, a goodly number of
abandoned females mingled with the others, three of whom sat
next to a lady of high rank. A gentleman on the opposite side
of them, showed them all the attentions which ladies have a right
to expect when they are so crowded as to prefer comfort to much
ceremony, apparently without the most distant idea of their char-
acter. The same thing is to be observed at Musselburgh Races.
A brothel-keeper will drive up with her ladies, without the least
deference, amidst the carriages of the nobility. To ape their
betters as effectually as possible, some' of them get their coachmen
decked in livery, with bands round their hats ; and the deception
is often so complete, that none but those who are acquainted with
the fact, would be able to distinguish them from the families that
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try population have full control over their sexual propensities,
why may not the languid and sickly inhabitants of a large city,
in whom every desire appears to be exhausted, have also command
over their passions ? The history of all nations proves that an
increase of prostitutes is an invariable consequence of the spread
of revolutionary and infidel principles. This is most evident
from the present state of America—from the result consequent
upon the late movements in Spain, and the revolutions to which
France has at various periods been subjected. Quotations might
have been given from different authors illustrative of the subject ;
but these are of so brutal and horrifying a nature, that few could
read them without experiencing the most unpleasant emotions.
This most unprincipled argument, that prostitutes are necessary

for tlie safety of the rest of the female community, is directly at
va.nance with the whole tenor of the sacred wr@g& Besides an
express law laid down against fornication, numerous passages refer
to the punishment and consequences of the crime, which would
never have been the case had Supreme Wisdom seen that it was
necessary for the welfare, happiness, and good order of society.
Under the Old Testament dispensation, the erime of adultery was
viewed as a sin of a very aggravated nature, and punished by taking
away the lives of the transgressors; and, for the purpose of avoiding
this sin, the apostle Paul exhorts the Corinthians, that every man
should * have his own wife,” and *“ every woman her own hus-
band.” In his epistle to the Colossians, he says—* Mortify your
~ members which are upon the earth ; fornication, uncleanness, in-
ordinate affection ;7 and he also remarks to the Thessalonians
* This is the will of God, even your sanctification, that ye should
abstain from fornication.” Again, he exhorts the Ephesians to
 walk in love ;” * but fornication and all uncleanness, let it not
be once named among you as becometh saints.” It is very im-
probable that sucl exhortations would have been offered lLad in-
continence been a matter of little importance, or in any way con-
sistent with the general precepts contained in the Seriptures.
The consequences of going into the company of  strange wo-
men,” are equally clear and forcible. * Let not thine heart de-
cline to her ways; go not astray in ler paths : for she hath cast
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Jaculties, and not to cultivate any to excess, while others are
allowed to languish from inactivity. This cantion is the more
necessary, because the error is one very frequently committed ;
and I have no hesitation in saying, that if the meral faculties
were as assiduously called into exercise in infancy as the feelings
of vanity, self-esteem, cautiousness, cunning, imitation, and the
love of novelty, there would be a much more rapid advance in
the morality of mankind, than we are likely to witness for some
time to come. In infancy, the moral feelings respond readily to
any call made upon them ; and if children were not so habitually
perplexed by the contrast between the precepts and conduct of
those around them, these feelings would become daily more influ-
ential with them, and at last gain paramount authority over their
actions in all ordinary circumstances.”

atural dishonesty is sometimes so firmly rooted in the con-
stitution, that it is almost impossible to eradicate it. This, how-
ever, is fortunately very rare. Dishonesty more frequently arises
from practices in which people have indulged in their youth, and
to which, in many instances, their parents set them an example.

. - - T T e =

Although the sentiment of justice is implanted in their nature,
it is never called into operation to counteract the propensity to
dishonesty. Much responsibility rests with the friends and guar-
dians of children; for on them depend in a great measure the
character and future respectability of the objects of their charge.
A young female may be happily constituted by nature to act
uprightly, and yet the circumstances of her situation may be
such as to give a wrong bias to her inclination. If the parents
act unjustly, the daughter will do so also. It is much easier
for a child to imitate them in a bad than in a good action; and
although the conduct of the latter be quite correct, the former
will be apt to act improperly unless the principles of duty be
strictly enforced upon her. Nothing short of the utmost atten-
tion to the religious and moral training, will have any influence
over the conduet of those whose desire for property is naturally
active and powerful. The terrors of the law, or any other means
that may be adopted, will be quite ineffectual in restraining their
natural propensity, so long as this is neglected. The veason why







REMEDIES FOR PROSTITUTION. 209

misconduct, he would shrink from the idea of blasting the honour
and reputation of any young and inexperienced female. I'[itlaeﬂﬂ
the person seduced has received little sympathy from the publie,
and has ever afterwards been treated with cruelty or neglect ;
while the heartless seducer has continued to enjoy the same civi-
lity and attention that he was previously accustomed to receive.
There must be something defective in the laws of the country
which punishes with death the individual who robs a man of
his money, and allows another to escape who deprives a woman
of her virtue and character. The laws are lenient in the punish-
ment of the latter crime, on the supposition that the one party
is as guilty as the other; or that no woman is led astray without
her own will and consent. Without attempting to deny the
power in women to exercise the freedom of their own wills, the
nature of the inducements held out to them by their seducers
may be such as to throw them completely off their gnard. A
man may, for example, hold out the prospect of marriage to a
female far beneath his station, and, in proof of his sincerity, load
her with presents and civilities, She of course has nothing but
his word and honour to trust to; but these, in any individual of
his station, are esteemed a sufficient guarantee of the uprightness
of his intensions. It is discovered, only when too late, that she
has been trusting to a mere shadow, and has learned by experi-
ence to know that the word and honour of a gentleman of rank
are of no importance in matters of love. In such circumstances
a female ought to have the protection of the law. Whenever it
is found that a woman has been seduced by false pretensions, the
seducer ought to be subjected to suitable punishment.
Inconsiderate and ill-assorted marriages might easily be avoid-

ed by a little foresight and reflection. Love is blind to every

admonition, and

* the more it is supprest,
The more it lames and rages in the breast ;"

and too frequently * takes the judgment prisoner,” and incapaci-

tates the individual from acting like a rational creature. When

both parties are mutually in love, there is perhaps less danger
2
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‘board so appointed ; and he who could be convieted of offering less
than the sum fixed upon, ought to be subject to a penalty. The
only remedy for poverty, is to elect a different class of directors
for the management and distribution of the poor’s funds, and give
them power to levy a sum adequate to the demands made upon
them, which would require to be donble the present assessment,
The want of proper surveillance of servants by their masters
and mistresses, might very easily be remedlcd 1, and is an ewil of
all others which calls for ap immediate interference. The author
has more sympathy for household servants than to wish that the
chains of bondage should be so firmly bound around them that
they cannot have a single moment for recreation, or for visiting
their relatives or acquaintances in town ; but, as an advocate for
their best interests, he must deprecate every thing like Sabbath-
day liberty, or Sabbath-day recreation. The sacred nature of
that day is of itself a sufficient reason why these practices ought
to be condemned ; but as this with many may seem an argument
of no importance, their own welfare and happiness are so infi-
mately associated with it as to require an instant and active in-
terposition. What signifies liberty to any person if it is to prove
his own destruction # Many things may be esteemed agreeable
and necessary for present enjoyments, which will at one time or
other be found to be attended with very serious consequences. It
may be a source of delight for.a young woman to spend the hours
of a Sabbath evening in the company of her sweetheart ; but there
is little satisfaction in being the dupe of a treacherous lover.
This is what the great majority of those may expect who go in
‘search of wooers on the evening of the Sabbath ; for, even should
they attain their object, they would be poorly blessed who received
any young man for a husband who spent his time in this manner.
No lad of sound moral and religious principles would so far ne-
glect his duty as to waste that time in idle and frivolous conver-
sation which ought to be set apart for more momentous obliga-
tions. Whatever may be the opinion of female servants in re-
gard to the manner in which the hours of the Sabbath ought to
be spent, the duty of their masters and mistresses is quite clear.
Now that they are, for the first time, put in possession of facts
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is one, it is necessary that there should be a thorough change in
the tasting and treating customs of the present day. People of
influence and fashion must begin to show their kindness to their
friends in a different manner than by administering to them wine
and cake, which is only a stepping-stone to greater excesses.
Whenever the higher ranks begin to manifest their detestation of
all drinking usages, their servants and the working classes of so-
ciety will soon follow their example. If the custom of giving
** drams™ were abolished, and the respect paid to the sanctity of
the Sabbath which is advocated above, few dissipated servants
would be seen, and their moral character generally greatly im-
proved. Let a habit of reading, instead of a habit of drinking,
be introduced and encouraged amongst household servants, and a
different state of things will soon begin to appear. For this end,
let every master throw open his library for the use of his servants,
or purchase such works as he thinks best calculated for their
amusement and instruction. Those at present publishing by
Messrs Chambers, under the titles of ““ The People’s Editions,”
- and * Chambers’s Edinburgh Journal ;” as also the theological
works publishing by Messrs Adam and Charles Black, in an
equally cheap form, are admirably adapted for this purpose. In
a short time after the practice of reading was introduced, servants
would find their spare time so agreeably occupied, that they would
feel less inclined to waste their leisure hours in dissipation. In-
tellectual excitement is the main object required for raising the
morals of the people to a higher standard ; and when this is at-
tained, the incessant clamour for spirituous liquors which at pre-
sent so generally prevails, will gradually subside, and one preva-
lent cause of prostitution will be abolished.

The means suggested as a remedy for intemperance, are also
the only cure for ignorance. Without reading and reflection, it
is impossible that any person can collect much information. De-
fective education stands much in the way of improvement ; and,
till such time as some other method is introduced than those
which now exist, to ensure a cleaper rate of education, and en-
force upon parents the necessity of their children receiving the
rudiments of instruction while young, and unfit for any other em-
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as much difficulty in effecting a reconciliation with a family in the
middle ranks, whose daughter has departed from the path of virtue,
as in the lowest and most ignorant classes. Yet, were a judicious
person to interfere, and be unceasing and unwearied in his endea-
vours to effect so desirable an gbject, much good might be aceom-
plished. No two families, however, can be assailed in the same
manner, with the same hope of success ; and hence the necessity
of studying their varied dispositions. In one case the object
may be gained by flattery—another by addressing the pride of
the friends—another by appealing to their reason—and another
by impressing upon them a sense of duty. The reason why so
many applications fail, is, that they are not sufficiently persevered
in, or not done in a right manner, in consequence ot having no
knowledge of the character of the individuals whom they address.
Some remarks will be made under a subsequent head, in regard
to the parties on whom the duty of interceding for abandoned
females with their friends ought to devolve.

The bﬂ(]__ﬂ_iﬁf::t__g_af attending evening dancing-schools, dancing

parties, and the theatre, can only be obviated by the interference
of parents a :mzl other relatives. 1t is a duty incumbent on all to
persuade young and thoughtless individuals against these sources
of vice. Most of the young females who frequent these places
are still under the shelter of the paternal roof, and consequently
not beyond the bounds of a parent’s care and authority. Were
all the young of both sexes well trained in the principles of mo-
rality and religion in childhood, there would be less cause for in-
terference with them when they have attained to more mature
years ; but as this unfortunately is not the case, it still becomes
necessary to point out the danger of the courses which they are
likely to pursue. Masters ought also to wateh over the conduct
of all under their charge, and particularly their apprentices. Those
from the country and others not under parental care, ought, so
far as practicable, to he boarded in the families of their employers,
and all late hours strietly prohibited, as also every thing done to
amuse and instruct them at home. The School of Arts and
similar institutions ought to be supported and encouraged ; and
the attendance of all young men strictly enforced by those who
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in view. This must be the more obvious from the eircumstance,
that it is from meeting with them on the streets in the evenings,
that young men are induced to accompany them to their lodgings.
‘Comparatively few males would feel inclined to venture themselves
into a house of bad fame, unless previously introduced to the
females who resided in it. There is a natural dread of these dens
of infamy, which debars people from entering them spontaneously ;
and it is only when they have scen that their inmates are not so bad
as they imagined, that this alarm begins to subside. Tt may be ob-
jected to this, that there ave many brothels where the females who
lodge in them are not allowed to walk the streets at night, and
which are nevertheless much frequented by gentlemen. Without
attempting to deny the fact, it may be asked, who are the indivi-
duals who visit brothels of this description ? Tt may be answered,
first, that the parties who go uninvited must be in cireumstances
to pay any demand that is made upon them ; and, second, that
they must be inured to such scenes of vice before they would feel
inclined to deliver themselves up to these sinful practices. Now,
it is not so much for the sake of the wealthy debauchee that the
banishment of prostitutes from the thoroughfares is advoeated, as
to prevent the young and inexperienced from being caught in the
same snare which has entrapped and ruined so many of their con-
temporaries. Those who have grown up to hoary age in the prac-
tice of every kind of iniquity, will scorn the idea of an attempt to
reform them ; but let it not be thought that they are the only ob-
Jeets for whom a reform is attempted. However desirable it may
be to convince even them of the error of their ways, and to see
them return to a more virtuous life, the young are those who
more especially require attention. It is a well-established fact,
that it is much easier to prevent a disease than to cure it. It is
likewise much easier, and much more desirable, to prevent the
young from being led into the practice of evil habits, than to
bring them back to a course of virtue when once they have de-
parted from it. !

The propriety of keeping proper hours, in order to avoid mis-
chief, is a principle which has been acted upon from a very carly
period in the history of Edinburgh. The evil consequences of
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police have full control over the conduct of prostitutes. Although
there is much to condemn in the licensing system introduced in
the latter city, and although facts relating to the extent of pros-
titution show that it has little effect in checking the crime; yet
it must be acknowledged, that it has proved an efficient means in
suppressing the disorders and indecencies which are so common
in all those cities where no such restrictions are in force. An
improvement in the morality of the people, is the only sure step
to the diminution of prostitution ; and had the public authorities
of France been as particular in encouraging the progress of mo-
rality and religion as in legislating on prostitution, there ean be
no doubt but that their labours in the latter respeet would have
been attended with much more success. The licensing of any
class of eriminals is impolitic and sinful; and the government
that countenances the continuation or existence of public brothels,
fails of performing its duty.

The advantages to be derived from banishing prostitutes from
the streets, are both numerous and important. * That a prudent
and discreet regulation of prostitutes in this great metropolis,”
observes Colquhoun, * would operate powerfully, not only in gra-
dually diminishing their numbers, but also in securing public
morals against the insults to which they are exposed, both in the
open streets and at places of public entertainment, cannot be de-
nied. That young men in pursuit of their lawful business in the
_ streets of this metropolis (London,) would be secured against
that ruin and infamy which temptations thus caleulated to inflame
the passions have brought upon many who might otherwise have
passed through life as useful and respectable members of society,
is equally true ; while frauds, peculations, and robbery, often per-
petrated for the purpose of supporting those unhappy women,
with whom connexions have been at first formed in the public
streets, (and in which they themselves are not seldom the chief
instruments,) would be prevented.

* Were such proper regulations once adopted, the ears and eyes
of the wives and daughters of the modest and unoffending eiti-
zens, who cannot afford to travel in carriages, would no longer he
insulted by gross and polluted language, and great indecency of
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passed, founded upon the principle of summary jurisdiction, with
an extension of the powers of the police and magistracy, giving
to any person the right to complain to a magistrate of the exist-
ence of a brothel ; and that the evidence of the police and neigh-
bours to the fact should be sufficient, without requiring a guilty
witness to be produced, to authorize the magistrate to send the
accused to prison for any term not exceeding six months ; reser-
ving to himself the right, in the event of a very flagrant case, to
commit the offending party for trial as a felon. This would effec-
tually check the evil with but little trouble and expense.”

While brothel-keepers are permitted to continue unmolested,
as they are at present, little permanent good can be expected to
result from the other measures that may be adopted for the sup-
pression of prostitution. They have resources at their command ;
and the mischief which they occasion is unaccountable. Their
agents, the procuresses, are ramified throughout the whole city
and suburbs, and are exerting all their energies to entrap the in-
nocent and unsuspicious. If the source of this evil were attacked
and destroyed, such diabolical proceedings would alse be termi-

nated. *° Every person,” observes the author already so freely |

quoted under this head, * found detected in using indecent in- |

centives, or selling indecent publications, or in any way promoting |

and encouraging prostitution, or an illieit intercourse, should be
punished as the brothel-keeper, or heavily fined. All tutors or

servants practising any means for the demoralization of either sex,

should be punished in the same way as a confidential servant’
who had robbed his master would be under the existing Acts re-
lative to felons.” Probably it would be conformable with sound
poliey to renew some of the ancient Acts of the Edinburgh Town-
Council, which punish the male as well as the female offenders.
It is scarcely consistent with the principles of justice that the one
sex should suffer solely for a crime of which the other is equally
culpable. The gentlemen who established a green grocer and a
mangle-woman in business—as also those who subsecribed for the
silver tea-set that was presented to the brothel-keeper as a token
of respect for the zeal she had always manifested to please them—
were certainly as deserving of punishment as any procuress that
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the reception of penitent prostitutes in London, was the Lock
Asylum, which is believed to have been opened in July 1787.
The London Female Penitentiary was established in 1807, and
is now a very flourishing institution ; the Guardian Society, in
1812 ; the Maritime Penitent Refuge, in 1829 ; and the Liondon
Sﬁ'r.:xet} for the Protection of Young I*em't]cs and Prevention
of Juvenile Pl‘OSthutIDnl in Mn,:,f 1885, which is perhaps the most
important society that ever was established. Besides these, be-
longing to the metropolis, there are several institutions of the
same description in the provincial towns throughout England.
There are only two Magdalene Asylums in Scotland—the one
in Glasgow, and the other in Edinburgh. The latter was opened
for the admission of penitents in 1797 ; and from that period till
the publication of the Report in 1867 had received _Sdlipem-
tents. Such is the whole amount {}‘.F accommodation provided in
France, England, and Scotland, for the reception of those poor
unfortunate females who have depnrted from the path of virtue.
Although the means at present in npmatwn are inadequate to
prevent the suffering and ruin which is yearly overtaking thou-
sands of the female part of the population, the institutions already
established have afforded a shelter and protection to many who,
but for their opportune assistance, would have perished in the ut-
most wretchedness and misery. Were no other advantage result-
ing from Magdalene Asylums than merely affording a temporary
home, where the victims of prostitution may seriously reflect on
‘the perilous nature of their situation, and have it in their power
to choose between what will be of infinite importance to their
temporal and eternal destiny, and that which will prove a source
of unceasing grief and misery to them, they are deserving of
encouragement and support. While these unfortunate women
are in the midst of their wicked companions, there is no time
allowed them for deliberation. The tide of licentiousness rushes
so imperceptibly and forcibly upon them, that they are unable to
offer any resistance till they are entirely overpowered and over-
whelmed by it. While they continue amongst their associates
they must act as others act, till they become so hardened in
wickedness, that it is a matter of indifference to them whether
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tal in imparting to many affectionate parents, whose days are per-
haps now clouded with melancholy, and their hearts wrang with
anguish, whenever they reflect upon the sufferings and infamy in
which a still beloved daughter is involved. The sensations, how-
ever, of rapturous delight that must be felt when such a daughter,
reclaimed, returns to the bosom of her parents, are utterly beyond
the power of language to describe.

“ And ye highly favoured women ! whom a merciful Provi-
dence has preserved in the path of virtue, and shielded from the
shafts of reproach—who are blessed with all the mild charities of
" yirtuous and domestic society, and cheered by the hopes and con-
solations of a divine religion,—say, can you be insensible and in-
active in such a cause as this? Oh! no. It isimpossible. We
see you, on the contrary, animated by benevolence, and glowing
with zeal, step forward to save these perishing daughters of afflic-
tion. We see the tear of sympathy and compassion glistening
in your eye, and your liberal hands attesting the generous emo-
tions of your souls. We hear you, in the native eloquence of
the heart, pleading the cause of suffering humanity, awakening
the insensible, stimulating the inactive, exciting liberality in the
selfish, and imparting to the benevolent mind a more ardent zeal
and a more active energy. We behold you employing all the
peculiar influence of your sex, and in all your relations as wives,
mothers, daughters, sisters, in promoting the interest and success
of an institution, which we wish you never to forget, is founded
- for the relief of the miserable of your own sex emclusively.”

II.—A COMPARATIVE VIEW OF THE BUCCESS WHICH HAS ATTENDED
THE EXERTIONS OF THESE CHARITIES.

The number of females rescued from destruction by the vari-
ous institutions set apart for that purpose in London, averages
about 500 annually, which is less than a tenth part of the prosti-
tutes in that city that are every year passing into eternity. It is
stated by Dr Ryan, that while 11,000 individuals have been bene-
fited by these asylums, four millions have, within the same por-

tion of time, been sacrificed by prostitution. Tt may be safely





















= . 7 : .
- e B . % : E E B
L . - - - i 3 ; 7 ¥ . -
: - - 1
o, = e ! 1! - — . ok -
5 [P | g - — - - E - tr - -
. ¥ s . 3 - i I .
- s 7 h, = I 4 g - ¥ -
- = % = - . - :
. — — o i v -
L) o G — - T -
il = - ¥ = . - - J
= . =1 - - ¥ - - - =
. y i = T -
- i . "y - o .
i — =2 = - T - - - : - -




REMEDIES FOR PROSTITUTION. 256

to pursue one more in accordance with morality and religion, she
discovers she has to make a sacrifice for which she was not pre-
pared, and to pass through an ordeal which must be very dis-
couraging to the most sincere penitent. This, together with other
modes of discipline peculiar to the Edinburgh Asylum, will per-
haps account for its comparatively fruitless exertions. It is for-
tunate that this abominable practice, notwithstanding its over-
rated advantages, is now set aside, and would not have been
alluded to at all, but from the idea that it will assist in explaining
why the Edinburgh Asylum has only rescued 36 per cent. of its
inmates, while those in London have been instrumental in saving
upwards of 60 per cent., which is a very striking difference.

A probationary ward scems to be an indispensable adjunct
to every Magdalene Asylum; but, with the exception of that in
Edinburgh, it does not appear to have ever been set apart as a
place of punishment. The advantage of a separate apartment,
for training new incomers in any branch of industrious employ-
ment to which they had been previously unaccustomed, might
easily be conceived ; but, in order to gain the object contemplated
by it, it ought to be void of every thing like restraint and prison
discipline. Neither ought the period of their sojourn in the pro-
bationary ward to be restricted to any particular number of weeks
or months, but regulated by the natural disposition and progress
which the individual has made in the tasks and employment as-
~ signed to her. Entire separation from the other females in the
establishment is cruel, and does violence to their love of society
and friendship—a very active and powerful feeling in the nature
of every woman. Nothing depresses the spirits of a human being
more than solitary confinement. By it no * suitable encourage-
ments are afforded for the eultivation of the social affections "—a
principle in the government of the London Female Penitentiary
that ought to be kept in view by every similar institution. But
by this state of probation, the report of the Edinburgh Magdalene
Asylum observes, that « the sincerity of their professions is thus
put to the test, and ample opportunity is afforded for undisturbed
serious reflection.”  This is a part of the fire and rack system, so
often put in force two or three centuries back, for extorting from
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the society of one or more of those who have been for a con-
siderable time in the institution, and in whom the directors can
place the utmost confidence. Those who have followed the same
wicked life as themselves, and who have seen the error of their
ways, will be much more welcome companions, for a short time,
than the matron, superintendents, or visiting members of ladies’
committee, Their tempers and dispositions must be carcfully
studied ; and they must be fully reconciled to their situation be-
fore  such instructions and advice,” as are communicated by the
persons just referred to, will be of any benefit. The first step
to be taken with them, when they are admitted into the institu-
tion, is to render their sitnation agreeable, and deal with them by
flattery rather than by force. It was formerly stated that all pros-
titutes are like pampered and spoiled children, and wish to have
their own way; and, so far as consistent with safety to their own
character, and the purposes for which the institution was established,
they ouglt to be allowed the free exercise of their own will ; and
they onght also to be encouraged in the * exercise of kind affec-
tions, by gratifying them in the preference of particular associates,
provided this preference appears to be founded on commendable
principles.” In this way, those of similar tastes and dispositions
- will always unite, and the ntmost tranquillity and peace will reign
thronghout the establishment. Had these principles been more
attended to, the directors of the Edinburgh Magdalene Asylum
~ would not, as in their last report (1837), have had to state that
“ 44 left the house of their own aceord,” and * three absconded,”
which is nearly two-thirds of the number admitted during the
same period.,

It matters little what the regulations of any Magdalene Asylum
may be, unless the objects contemplated by the managers be at-
tended to by the matrons and superintendents. These, even
without infringing upon the laws laid down by the directors, have
it in their power to render the inmates perfectly miserable and
unhappy. A single word or look will sometimes do more to make
a woman cheerful and happy, than the best laid scheme which the
directors could contrive ; and hence the importance of securing
the services of a person with the requisite qualifications for the

2K
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habits of licentiousness, would have less hesitation in evincing a
spiit of insubordination than those who had becn differently
trained. The slightest mark of disrespect shown towards a ma-
tron by any of the females under her jurisdiction, is sufficient. at
any time to kindle unpleasant feclings in her breast towards the
person who refuses to execute her commands ; and in this way a
dislike is formed between the parties, which breaks up the har-
mony and good-will which is necessary for the peace and prospe-
rity of the establishment. Now, were a governor at the head of
the house, much of this unpleasant fecling would be prevented.
Both the matron and the other party would be more careful of
their conduet ; and he would seldom be called upon to exercise
his anthority. A governor would feel more for the unfortunate
females under his charge, and act more impartially than matrons
generally do. He would also take a more lively interest in all
the affairs of the institution ; and might, from the opportunities
afforded him of observation, suggest such improvements in its
discipline and regulations as are caleulated to further the objects
contemplated by it. As the governor or superintendent of such
an establishment must necessarily be an individual of undoubted
piety and benevolence, perhaps this and the office of chaplain
might be advantageously invested in the same person. The
matron would thus be relieved from part of the responsibility
attached to the situation which she fills, and be enabled to attend
more closely to her other duties.

The length’ of time which penitent females are detained in
Magdalene Asylums varies from one to two years. Thus, for
example, one year is the term fixed upon by the governors of the
Magdalene Hospital and one or more of the others established in
London ; while, on the other hand, the London Female Peniten-
tiary and the Edinburgh Magdalene Asylum retain the inmates
for two years. * Experience has shown,” observes the Edinburgh
Magdalene Asylum report (1835), * that a longer residence than
two years induces habits of _d_gp_g_n_-:_l_gn_t_}e,_:u“;id' disqualifies them
from again entering upon the active duties of life.”  Perhaps the
period ought rather to be regulated by the natural disposition of
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exceptionably, is entitled to a guinea as a token of their appro-
bation of her good behaviour.” * An additional guinea may be
given whenever the committee think proper.”

It is of the utmost importance that mo female be discharged
from the Magdalene Asylums before a situation is provided for
her, or means adopted to return her to her friends. Unless this
is attended to, she is very apt to recur to her former evil courses.
“ It is an invariable rule™ with the London Magdalene Hospital,
“ not to dismiss any woman (unless at her own request, or for ill
conduct) without some means being provided by whick she may
obtain an honest livelikood.” Unfortunately for the success of
the Edinburgh Asylum, the directors have not been enabled, from
want of funds and other circumstances, to attend to this principle
so much as they ought to have done ; and unless the publie be-
come more disposed than they have hitherto been to countenance
them in their labouss, it must continue to be a comparatively use-
less institution. Before the public, however, can make any active
“exertion in its behalf, the system of management must be com-
pletely changed. The self-clected body of directors must give
way to one of a more popular nature. It is in the mean time, in
every sense, a private institution ; and until it become one of the
publicly recogpised charities of the city, no great amount of good
can be expected to result from it. It ought at all events to be
placed on the same footing as the House of Refuge and Lock
~ Hospital ; and either receive an_annual parliamentary grant, or a
sum similar to that received by these other institutions from the
police or city funds; and every respectable citizen ought to be
eligible as a director,

In order that all the benefits to which reference has been made
may be derived from Magdalene Asylums, they should uniformly
be situated in the country, and surrounded by a sufficient space
of ground, laid out as a bleaching-green, gardens, &c. In this
way, the females would be removed from the noise and bustle of
a crowded town, and have free exercise and employment in the
open air. This is desirable above all I;hings', as it would econduce
both to their health and personal enjoyment. There, moreover,
would be more like the appearance of liberty reigning in and
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tion. Al that such an institution does, is to afford a home and
a shelter, from pending destruction, to those who already begin to
experience the miseries of a life of prostitution. No effort is made
by it to search the lanes and the closes of the city, to see if there
be any unfortunate young creature, without father or motler,

about to fall into the snares which are laid for her downfall, and,

by timely advice and assistance, effect her deliverance. Neither
does it extend its inquiries into the circumstances of those poor
women who have been deprived of their income by the death of
their husbands, and who are compelled to embrace a wicked life
in order to support their starving children. No visit is made by
its directors to the public brothels, to see if there be any young
and inexperienced female, newly seduced by the false promises of
some unfeeling monster, and yet ignorant of the fearful conse-
quences of the life into which she has been entrapped, and to en-
deavour to release her from her thraldom. No attempt is made
to remonstrate with the hundreds who are hurrying on in the path
of ruin, and who never think of availing themselves of the advan-
tages and privileges which a Magdalene Asylum holds out to
them. And no means are adopted to assist those who are dis-
gusted with their wicked life, and are desirous to quit it and return
to their friends, but, in consequence of the want of funds requisite
for their conveyance, are obliged to continue in their sinful career.
Tlius an important and extensive field yet lies open for the exer-
_ tions of a benevolent and Christian public—a field which, if
properly cultivated, would vield a rich and fruitful harvest of
reward.

With a view to meet this exigency, a4 society should be esta-
blished in Edinburgh, similar in its nature to that in London,
begun in 1835, under the name of ** The London Sucietjr for the
Protection of Young Females, and Prcventmn of Juvenile Pros-
titation.” The report of the committee of this useful institu-
tion, after enumerating a lengthened catalogue of crimes, and ex-
posing the numerous methods adopted by brothel-keepers and
procuresses for trepanning young females, and also the barbarous
and disgraceful manner in which they treat them when they be-
come contaminated with disease, goes on to say—* Where is the
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sisters, arrived in Edinburgh from the west of Scotland, in search
of a certain kind of employment to which they had been trained
from their childhood. Not falling in with it so readily as they an-
ticipated, they were persuaded by an acquaintance who was lead-
ing a dissolute life to become inmates of a publie brothel in town.
They were but a very short time there when both of them felt
perfectly miserable, and longed to be relieved from a life which
would soon involve them in wretchedness and suffering. Several
months passed away before they could realize as much as would
defray the expense of their journey home. About the time when
they were beginning to be more reconciled to their wicked career,
they had collected as much between them as would pay the tra-
velling expenses of one, amounting to about 7s. 6d. The other
continued several weeks after her sister departed, and had in the
end to dispose of part of her clothes to raise a sufficient sum to
carry her away. Unless these girls had escaped at the time they
did, the probability is, that, in a few months afterwards, they
would not have returned home at all, but have become prosti-
tutes for life. Now, had a society been in existence for rescuing
unfortunate females, the girls referred to would have been as-
sisted by its means, and delivered from their perilous situation at
the time when they first began to feel it disagreeable. This is
not a solitary case; hundreds of females resolve, a few weeks or
months after they have embraced a life of prostitution, to break
_ off from their evil ways, who are never enabled to carry their re-
solutions into effect, either from the want of a friend, or of means
to assist them.

The suppression of houses of bad fame, and those low houses
which encourage juvenile prostitution, must form a particular
part of the duties of any society that may be established. It
ought to assist landlords and tenants in their endeavours to eradi-
cate these dens of infamy wherever they are found to be a nui-
sance, or injurious to the reputation of the neighbourhood ; and
also to search after, and bring to punishment, every person who
1s in any way instrumental in leading females into an abandoned
course of conduct. Those brothel-keepers who encourage the
servants of respectable families to come about their houses, and
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consequences of prostitution, and suggesting the best ]'I]E‘ﬂf‘tﬁ.ﬁ}‘l'
preventing and suppressing it, he is not the only one that is im-
pressed with the thought, that some exertion of the public in be-
half of its unfortunate victims, is absolutely necessary. In the
report of the proceedings at a meeting of the delegates of * The
East of Scotland Abstinence Union,” a motion was submitted
-b}r"_ Mr Smith of Greenlaw, to the followin g effect :—** That this
meeting appoint a committee to consider the propriety and prac-
ticability of forming Asylums where unfortunate females might
find shelter and employment, with the view of reclaiming them
‘from vicious habits ; and also of offering relief to those who
might be otherwise in danger of sinking into the paths of infamy
and immorality.” This motion led to a discussion in which much
painful though interesting information was given to the meeting.
It was supported by the Rev. Henry Wight, Messrs Dunlop,
Troup, and M‘Lean. It being understood that any exertions
which could be made by the Union, should extend to all the large
towns embraced in it, a committee was appointed to report on the
practicability of carrying out the spirit of the motion. It is sin-
cerely hoped that this committee will be assisted in their exertions
by every member of the community ; and although there may be
a difference of opinion as to the propriety of tee-totalism, let
that be no barrier to the exercise af friendly feeling and anxi-
ous co-operation in another good cause. Let it be observed, in
the words of a report of a society having a similar object in
view—** Ye who are parents—who may be fondly anticipating
days of unalloyed pleasure in the society of a loved daughter,
pure as the dewdrop’s sparkling gem—think that the horrors of a
life of prostitution may be hers. Possibly, when for a moment
beyond your watchful care, she may be decoyed, seduced, and
ruined by one of those wretches in human form, whose names
and pursuits it will be the object of this society to endeavour to
eradicate. You are, then, earnestly entreated, as you value the
welfare of your own children, as you value the happiness and pros-
perity of your country, and as you regard the morality of poste-
rity, to co-operate with this society, which offers to every one a
large field for the exercise of benevolence.”


















