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Tranent and Colliery Districts. 129

aware that there are many parishes so liberal as to afford the poor
the right of medical advice. .

It is highly desirable that some enactments sh{:gld be made, in
order to permit persons in authority, such as sheriffs or surveyors
of roads, to take cognizance of the accommodations of the wgrl-;mg
classes. Houses which are at present unfit for the habitation of
human beings should be altered, or put into proper repair. Houses
which may be built in future should be so constructed as not to
injure the health of those who may inhabit them, and should not
be so erowded together so as to prevent due ventilation. It may,
perhaps, be difficult to compel people to inhabit good houses, but
it is quite possible to prevent coalmasters putting their work-
people into apartments unfit for human habitations. It is the
practice for persons who rent collieries to supply houses for their
workpeople. In general these houses are very bad indeed ; some
are most wretched and uneomfortable. In some collieries they
are worse than in others. The worst houses of the kind, I think,
are at Westpans—a village in the parish of Inveresk. ‘The
houses are inhabited by the colliers of Preston-grange colliery.
Some of them are pretty fair, but some are most miserable, and,
as a medical man, I say unfit for human habitations. Some of
the apartments inhabited by collier families are almost altogether
below the level of the ground outside. I am sure the roof of
some of these apartments is not much above the level of the ground
outside. I rather think these apartments were originally cellars,
or some such offices. A few steps lead down to one of these
apartments, and of course the rain finds its way down also. There
1s one near the sea, the entrance to which has been made by re-
moving the earth, and forms an inclined plane. These apart-
ments are, of course, ill adapted for light and ventilation. The
houses of Penston colliery have lately undergone considerable im-
provements. The houses belonging to Tranent colliery are in
general superior, The manager of this work is a liberal-minded
man, and has done a great deal to improve the condition of his
working people. But it would be well to investigate the accom-
modation made for the working people, and to make some pro
vision for securing their comfort.

There are several tenements in Tranent which are in ruins ;
partial falls of the roofs and walls take place occasionally, greatly
to the danger of the inhabitants who may be passing. Near one
?f' _thE main streets in T'ranent there stands a gable end of a house ;
it 1s called the « pudding tower.” It threatens to fall, which it
will eertainly do some day when time has worked a little longer.
These tenements belong to persons who, by reason of indifference,
poverty, or otherwise, will neither repair them nor pull them
down. Round the “ pudding tower” is about an acre of ground
lying waste, which might by cultivation produce many bolls of
potatoes for the poor of the parish. People in Tranent, for the
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Musselburgh and Parish of Inveresk, in Mid- Lothian. 137

they may sink into the lowest depths of squalid filthiness, there

are still plenty to keep them in countenance. Many have never

known what cleanliness is, habits of detestable nastiness continuing

from generation to generation. In a Sunday-school attended by

the children of the poor it is remarkable how many of the boys

require to sit with their caps on, in consequence of what is called

«“ scald-head.”” Dung is frequently collected from the streets, and

stored in the houses of the poor for sale. . In the houses of the?
colliers you will often see the ashes and cinders collected in a heap

in a corner, with other impurities; and this more from laziness

and filthy habits than any other cause, as the colliers in general
earn high wages, of from 20 to 30 shillings, and if they would

work 6 days in the week, instead of spending Monday and T uesda}rl
in drinking, they might earn much more. In cases of sickness,
especially fevers of any description, the state of these houses is
truly disgusting, from the natural closeness of an apartment in
which fever is, combined with the effluvia arising from various
collections of filthiness. I have sometimes found the smell insup-
portable, and yet these poor creatures will live as contentedly
amidst all this dirt, as they would do in the cleanest place you
might put them in. The internal economy of the houses of the day-
labourers is generally of a better order than that of the colliers,
although you may find many instances among them also where
as little attention is paid to cleanliness and order as in the other
case. Those who are sober and well doing are often remarkably
clean and neat, both in their houses and persons, There are no
doubt exceptions among the colliers also ; I have generally found
that they are at either of the extremes; either (and in the majority
of cases) wretchedly dirty, or else particularly cleanly. I know of two
instances in the neighbourhood of Musselburgh, of colliers who
came from Fife, men who were excessively clea.rﬁ}r and neat in their
habits, kept their houses and families clean and comfortable, made
the small spot of %‘I‘ﬂﬂﬂd attached to their cottages of use, and an
ornament to the place, and tried what lay in their power to induce
others to follow their example, but unfortunately with but small
success. These men improved themselves so much that they
ultimately took a small tack of coal from the proprietor, which
they worked at their own risk. The condition, both external
and internal, of the hinds’ cottages, with but few excep-
tions, is far superior to that of either the collier or the day-
labourer; but we must take into consideration that the most of
the cottages occupied by hinds are of themselves comfortably roofed,
floored, and whitewashed, which no doubt must conduce much to
their cleanliness and neat appearance ; I know of no reason why the
houses of the eolliers should not be as well finished as those of the
hinds, unless it be that they being naturally of a destructive dis-
position, the ll}]mprietnr would not wish to lay out much on people
who may be here to-day and away to-morrow, and possibly leaye
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burgh are more cleanly, but in general they are beastly. The
men seem to have no honourable ideas; it is almost impossible
in most cases to get payment of an account from these peapﬁa; they
will not only refuse payment, but perhaps shower all the abuse on
the party who asks it that they can think of. They are a set of

ople who keep themselves entirely distinct from all others. I

elieve they invariably intermarry among one another, and conse-
quently you find, in a place inhabited by them, few who are not
related to one another by marriage at least. There is another set
of men, a good many of whom are inhabitants of this place,—I
mean the sawyers; they are also a most dissipated set of men,
seldom working, I believe, more than four days in the week ; in
fact they are men who will do almost anything for a dram of
whiskey, These men also of course are very improvident; and
from the nature of their work are very much exposed to serious
accidents, in which ease, or in sickness (to which we are all ex-
posed, and of course they more so from their dissipated habits),
they have no provision laid by. These men also, I believe, earn
F:u:-d wages,—I{rom 20s. to 25s. per week. Their houses and fami-
ies are in general cleaner than those of the fishers or colliers, but
still are inferior to the general run of the hinds. The houses they
inhabit are mostly in the more open part of the place; whereas
those inhabited by the fishermen are generally in the narrow lanes
or closes formerly described.

On this subject I think I eould not add anything to the state-
ments in Dr. 5. S. Alison’s very able report on the parish of
Tranent, as the condition of the colliers is, I believe, very much the
same in all respects in every part of the country; those with whom
I came into connexion I found just what he states them to be,—a
dissipated, drunken, improvident, and dirty set of people, with
little or no notion of anything but drunkenness and rioting, laying
by no provision for the future, although in receipt of large wages,
which might be considerably larger if they would abandon their
dissipated habits, and work, instead of only 4 days in the week, the
whole 6,—although I must also add my testimony to his, that
there are many who are quite the opposite to this; in fact I have
found some of them better informed on many subjeets than persons
who had received a liberal education, cleanly and neat in their
persons and houses, and sober and industrious in their habits.
Many of the colliers abuse their wives and children in a shameful
manner, striking and kicking them for no cause whatever ; but we
will find that this is the case with most men who give themselves
up to drunkenness and dissipation in the way that they do. Their
wives also in many instances are very drunken; and I have seen
the young children, may be of not more than 8 or 10 years of age,
take a glass of whiskey just as readily as their parents. The wives
of many of the labourers and artisans in Musselburgh are very
much given to drunken habits. There are schools in both the
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208 Sanitary Inquiry—>Scotland.

2. What are the seasons at which such diseases appear amidst
a:ny?part of the population, and what are their characteris-
tics
Continued fever commonly appears in J uanary, when the

weather becomes severe, and prevails more or less till the close
of spring. Several cases of fever, however, have occurred durin
the two last past months of November and December, ang
threatened to increase. About the end of the latter month a
change of weather took place, and a steady frost, with a calm
atmosphere, has continued up to the present date (16th January),
and during this interval the disease apparently has received a
check ; but whether from the atmospheric change alone (fromthe
uncertain nature of fever) it would be difficult to say. The pro-
bability is, judging from past experience, that the alterations of
weather common to our spring months, in conjunction with the
privations of the poor, common also to the same season, may
considerably favour the spread and continuance of fever, and
other diseases formidable in infancy and the decline of life.

The prevaﬂingbcharactcristics of the season around Dumfries
may, in neral, be said to be mildness and humidity of atmos-
phere. he most frequent winds are from the south and south-
west. Hasterly winds prevail in spring, but are not so severely
felt as on the north an(F east coasts of Scotland. The situation of
the town is low, on the banks of the river Nith, in the lowest part
of the valley known by the name of the Nith. To the south, the
town is open to the breezes of the Solway Firth, and on all other
sides, to the distance of five or eight miles, 1s surrounded by a
range of low and sheltering hills. I have heard it stated by some
individuals, who have resided in the south of England, that
the climate of Dumfries resembles in many respects that of
Devonshire. !

In consequence of the humidity of the air, the streets, lanes,
and closes, in winter, are in a very damp and dirty condition.

3. Did the cholera at the time of its general prevalence prevail to
any, and what, extent within the distriet ? :
Dumfries was so long exempted from cholera, while it raged

in many other parts of Scotland, that the inhabitants indulged

the hope of being spared the visitation of that dreadful malady.

A case however occurred on the 15th September, 1832, which

was rapidly followed by others, and the fatality was such as to

excite the greatest panic and alarm. A great number of people
forsook the town, many of the shops were closed, and the markets
were deserted. Scarcely any one from the country would enter
the town. The cases reported were for two or three days so high
as 70 ; and the mortality 40. The total number of cases, about
the end of November, when the disease ceased, and ina popula-

tion of about 10,000, was 840; and the number of deaths 420.

In the small town of Maxwellton, on the opposite side of the

river to Dumfries, with a population of between 3000 and 4000,
























216 Sanitary Inquiry—Scotland.

towns as Glasgow and Kilmarnock. The same cause renders the
houses, when constructed with ordinary care, free from damp ;
and notwithstanding the flatness of the streets and their great
deficiency in drains, there is very little stagnant water to be seen,
except when severe frosts congeal it before it has had time to be
absorbed, and the sudden thaws which follow melt the surface,
whilst it still remains hard beneath. The mildness of our winters
and springs, the absence of drizzling rains and fogs, the purity of
our atmosphere and the absorbent properties of our’soil, conspire
to render the climate of Ayr one of the most salubrious in Great
Britain.

There are few wells of good water in Ayr. The water in
general is strongly impregnated with lime, and the supply is de-
fective. Strangers find it unpleasant, and I believe horses which
have not been used with it are apt to suffer when it is given them
to drink. ‘This want is now about to be supplied, as a company
has been formed for bringing water of the best quality and in suf-
ficient abundance to the town. The operations for this important
purpose have just been commenced, and I trust that after another
~year we shall have no cause to complain of want of wholesome
water. 'The water of the river above the town is pure, and serves
well for dyeing and other purpeses for which solt water is neces-
sary.

Jf}[:he proximity of the sea to the town, and the extensive beach
of firm smooth sand afford excellent opportunities for sea bathing,
which are justly appreciated and taken advantage of both by the
natives of Ayr and by strangers who visit the town for that pur-
pose. This is a very efficient mean for preserving the health of
the lower orders. Indeed I know of nothing which conduces
more than sea bathing to the prevention of disease amongst the
working classes, who are not in the habit of cleansing their per-
sons thoroughly in any other way. They cannot ecommand leisure
for indulging in this most salubrious luxury on their work-days,
but on Sundays the whole shores both of Ayrand Newton are
in life with the hundreds of people of humble rank of all_ ages,
who are seen washing their dingy skins, and sporting amid the
waves. Some fastidious moralists are scandalized at the indecency
of such exhibitions, and many of our very pious citizens raise an
outery against the practice as a pruf’zfnation of the sabbath. But
as I can only contemplate its hygienic features, I must, as a pro-
fessional man, give it my countenance, for if our poor townsmen
do not bathe on the sabbath they will not bathe at all. I should
rather like to see these ablutions decently regulated by our eivic
authorities, and adopted as religious observances in our Presby-
terian discipline, than have them reprobated by persons of sensi-
tive propriety, and subjected to the apa.themﬂﬁ of ascetic stu‘:klersk
for the sanctity of the sabbath. It is not merely the ablution ol
the person and the action of the salt water that conduce to the






























226 Sanitary In quiry—Scotland.

lence is above all praise, it springs from different feelings, and
meets with a different reception from those gifts of friendship and
hospitality which are accepted of by one neighbour from another,
as marks of fellowship rather than bestowments of charity. In-
deed the mode in which the poor in Ayr receive assistance from
the rich tends to vitiate the morals, and degrade the spirit of in-
dependence of the former. These look upon their benefactors as
- a distinet and favoured class, who have not obtained their present

affluence by any merits which they can appreciate, or by any
means which it is equally in their power to employ with a prospect
of success, and when by their importunities or by false pretexts
they extract gratuitous supplies, they are too apt to conceive that
they are only receiving what is their natural due. They are thus
supported by the alms of the bountiful without being either in-
spired with feelings of gratitude, or with a painful sense of disre-
putable dependence; whilst at the same time a modest and vir-
tuous family may be pining in starvation, without their eondition
ever becoming known to those who would alleviate their distress
with alacrity and pleasure, if the wide chasm by which the wealthy
are separated from the poor did not too often exclude the latter
from the sphere of observation of the former. The step between
using false representations to obtain what you behold with angry
discontent monopolised by others, and seizing upon it surrepti-
tiously whenever an opportunity oceurs, is so s%mrt that little diffi-
culty is experienced in passing the bt:lundar:,r by which beggary is
separated from larceny. ‘There are accordingly systems of pil-
fering, which prevail extensively amongst the lowest classes of
society, and by means of which the poor supply themselves with
a greater share of the stores of the wealthy than all the alms they
receive through the avowed channels of regular charity. The
principal nts in this nefarious practice are a disreputable set
of female aﬁzmesli{: servants, who are in the habit of conveying
away the property of their masters either to their poor relations,
or to persons from whom they receive a small remuneration. This
vicious practice generally commences with collecting the refuse of
the table in a vessel appropriated by the cook to that purpose, the
contents of which are sold from time to time for a trifling sum to
people who feed pigs. In order to increase their profits, the ser-
vants prepare double the quantity of potatoes, vegetables, soup,
&c., that are required by the family, and they also toss whatever
cold meat they can secrete into the pig’s crock. As their cus-
tomers are equally ready to purchase other articles, bags of raw
potatoes, meal, coals, empty bottles, china ware, crystal, and iron
utensils, are disposed of m the same way. In short, a large por-
tion of the femaﬂ: domestic servants of Ayr are habitual pilferers ;
and amongst the class of people immediately below our indus-
trious artisans there is no scarcity of abettors of their crimes, who
give every facility and assistance in conveying away and disposing
of the atnf;-:-n goods. These practices pervade a large class of our















Town of Ayr. 231

rated greatly by the mixture with them of so many of the natives
of Ireland, generally of loose principles, and not very scrupulous
about asking charity, and also of strangers from other parishes.
In proof of what we now state, it is well known that one-half of
the amount of coals now distributed annually among the poor at
this season was found sufficient a few years ago for those who |
applied for them, and were supposed to need them ; and that every
year the applicants are increasing for this donation, among a class
who once would have spurned at the idea of receiving charitable
aid, and this to such an extent, that a few years hence, if not
checked, it is likely to embrace all needy operatives and their
families.”* . . . . “The same is the case with respect to the
distribution of Alderman Smith’s charity, and our half-yearl
sacramental collections. Those who formerly would not have
considered themselves proper objects of public bounty, when they
see others getting, who they think have a more questionable claim
as being strangers, and probably from the nature of their circum-
stances, not always easy to be ascertained by the elders, are thius
tempted to forego their pride and independence for the sakae of
self-interest—for the sake of taking their share as others do of the
gifts that are so liberally distributed.”f . . . . “ It is truly
painful to witness the inroads which every year the above causes
are making on the indeipﬂ[!m.gp&rit and provident habits of our
more indigent population,” The higher rates of aliment also that
we give to our paupers than they generally receive in the neigh-
bouring parishes may have tended in some degree to their increase
among us ; while our having deviated from the simplicity of our
Scotch parochial system in our meode of managing the poor, by
the agency of so numerous a body of directors, may probably have
had the same effect.”} . . . . “We trust that the above exposition
will serve to account for the enormous increase of pauperism
among us. And while the same causes are allowed to operate
unchecked, its demoralizing influence on the more indigent classes
of society, which is much to be deplored already. may be rendered
ere long hardly susceptible of cure.” § )
The greater number of the families embraced in this « report,”
reside in the Townhead and adjacent streets of the burgh of Ayr.
Newton and Wallacetown abound more than Ayr in the indus-
trious poor, but have a much smaller number of aetual paupers.
In Newton the number of paupers in 1839 was 47, and in St.
Quivox, from which Wallacetown is only separated quoad sacra,
the poor on the roll were about 110, nearly the whole of whom
resided in Wallacetown. Thus Newton and Wallacetown together
only contain about one-half of the number of poor contained in
Ayr, although they exceed Ayr in population by nearly 2000,
and their inhabitants in general are much poorer than the inha-

* Report of the Commitiee, &e. p. 0. $ Ibid. p. 10,
t Ibid. p. 10. & Ibid. p. 11,
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270 Sanitary Inguiry—-Secotland,

direction ; the high ground to the south is a portion of a range of
trap hills running through Fife.

St. Andrew’s is thus seen to be free of every kind of malarious
influence ; its elevation and exposure on two sides to the sea are
highly favourable for ventilation ; and this is promoted by the
direction of the streets, which allows them to be fairly swept by
the prevailing winds. The rocky ridges offer facilities and in-
ducements to sea-bathing, which is much practised by all classes
of the inhabitants, while the gentle declivity and the composition of
the soil prevent the occurrence of stagnant water, and render the
streets and public walks dry and comlfortable at all seasons,

Town.—The town itself does not cover the whole of the space
included in the deseription of its site; it is almost completely
surrounded by gardens, which oceupy a very considerable space
between it and the sea-cliff and Kinnesburn, on its respective north
and south sides.

It consists of three principal streets, lying east and west nearly
parallel to each other; their length approaches to half a mile,
and their breadth, for which they are remarkable, is, at an average,
not less than 70 feet.

There are comparatively few lanes, the spaces intervening be-
tween the principal streets being mostly laid in gardens. By this
means a great proportion of the houses, even in the middle of the
town, have a considerable space of ground attached to them, so
much so, that it forms a prominent feature in its general aspect,
and when observed from some points, gives it an appearance of
double its actual size.

By measurement, including its gardens, St. Andrew’s oceupies
a space of 109 acres, affording 121 square yards for each indi-
vidual.

It is divided into two parishes, St. Andrew’s and St. Leonard’s.

Sewerage.—There are few sewers of any extent, and not any
through the principal streets ; they are supplied with open gut-
ters instead. Water-closets are common in the best class of
houses, but by no means general in the town; they are usually
connected with cesspools, which, in some cases, require a pe-
riodical ¢cleaning, though generally they do not fill, from the porous
sandy soil allowing the liquid parts to drain away : this is of less
consequence, as the supply of water comes [rom a distance in pipes.
There is a great deficieney of public accommodation of this kind,
and, in consequence, a very disgusting habit prevails of commit-
ting nuisance even in the streets, and in all the corners and publie
walks around the town.

State of the Streets.—The scavenger department is defective
and, in principle, ill conducted. This is the more to be regretted
as the gentle mclination of the streets, and the plentiful supply ol
water, which is often to be seen running in a clear stream through
the gutter of the South-street, afford so great facilities for this pur-










































284 Sanitary Inguiry—>Scotland.

wealthier inhabitants; and, when in want, they are so generally
reached by some amount of relief from public or private sources,
that their sufferings must be far minor in degree, compared with
that destitution in larger towns, to which so much disease is
aftributed. The internal economy, too, of many of their houses
15 good, however faulty they may be externally in certain loca-
lities. The constant exposure also of the great bulk of labourers
to the open air—the prevalence of gardens, which give even the
weaver and artisan a certain amount of healthful recreation—and
the almost universal practice among the men, women, and chil-
dren, of the poorest class of labourers and tradesmen, of working
at the harvest, must all tend in some degree to neutralize the
hurtful agencies to which they are exposed. To these must be
added the peculiarly salubrious situation and general features of
the town and locality. The consequence, as proved by the small
mortality, is, that there is a very trifling amount of fatal disesse,
which is to be accounted for by known and controllable causes;
and I am not warranted in asserting more than that there
appears to be some cases of continued fever, fairly attributable to
Ailth, besides a high probability of an increased degree of severity
in some other diseases from the same cause; that some diseases
are aggravated or induced—that even death is sometimes to be
found among the indirect effects of destitution; and that the
greatest mortality of all occurs in that locality where filth and
dissipation are conjoined.

There can hardly be a doubt that some of these influences have
their origin in the inferior standard of comfort and cleanliness
attendant upon poverty. And I do not forget that, although the
degree of destitution may not go below that point to which the
system can accommodate itself with impunity, even if the limit of
human life were attained, there may still be room for the exercise
of charity and benevolence as a social and Christian duty. This

art of the subject, however, is at present in other hands, and
with them I may leave it. I will confine my remarks to the
modes which appear most obvious for the removal of those agents,
to which disease may be ascribed.

In the first place, the state of the streets and lanes should be
improved : this is the department of the magistracy; and the
manner is simple ; indeed, it was formerly adopted during the
yisitation of the cholera, in 1832.

It would also be desirable, that destitution of the necessaries of
life were obviated without recourse to private charity at all, and I
am so sanguine as to believe that, in time, the same benevolent
feelings which now prompt to the relief of occasional and paltry
wants, and are thereby in a great degree limited and exhausted,
would find a higher field, in raising the physical and social con-
dition of the labouring population.

The external condition of all their houses, and the internal
economy of many of them, afford so much room for improvement,
























202 Sanitary Inquiry—Scotland.

counted for itin terms which may be quoted as bearing some
reference to the present inquiry.

““ As the causes of this diminished sickness amongst those re-
quiring the assistance of the dispensary, the directors %eliwe they
may ascribe—

““ 1st. The cleanliness in the houses of the poor, as promoted
by the exertions of the district committees of the Board of Health
during the appearance of the cholera in this country.

“2d. The opening of the additional fever-wards in the in-
firmary, by which those affected with fever obtained ready admis-
sion, and thus have been separated fyom the crowded apartments
of their dwelling-houses, and the spreading of the infection thereby
prevented.

“3d. A third cause, however, and one which the directors
refer to with much satisfaction, has been the full employment of
the labouring classes, at such wages as have furnished to them the
necessary comforts of life. Whilst they hope that this, the most
efficient means of diminishing sickness, will long continue, they
would at the same time strenuously put in the view of the land-
lords of houses oocupied by the poorer classes the great im-
portance of keeping them in the most thorough state of repair and
cleanliness, and especially of frequent whitewashing, as tending so
much to the comfort and health of the inmates.”

IT.—Cavusks oF FEVER, or oF 1Ts ProrPAaGATION AND EXTENSION.

Ist. Paving, Drainage, and Sewerage.

Aberdeen is for the most part remarkably well paved, and
ample powers are vested in the commissioners of police for enfore-
ing this in all streets within the boundaries preseribed in their Aet.
With the exception of a few lanes near the harbour, the town is
well situated for effectual drainage. But unless in a few of the
principal streets built within the present century, there are no
large common sewers. The streets [amount in number to 108;
and a return from the police states that in all these there are only
28 sewers, measuring altogether 4442 yards. But on examining
the police records, it appears that the sewers, from four to six feet
deep by two and a half to three feet wide, extend to only 2175
yards ; and the others are drains from one foot to three feet deep,
and from nine inches to one foot and a half wide. The police state
in addition, *“ There are a great many drains, covered and open,
in the streets, lanes, courts, &ec., of which we have no list, and it
would be very difficult to make one.”

The deficiency of large common sewers is attempted to be made
up by cesspools. These are most numerous near recently-built
houses in streets and squares off the main line of new streets.
Rain and surface water, and the water used in Kitchens and water-
closets, are conveyed into these cesspools.

To a question to the police,  Whether these cesspools are
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rounded with houses. It contains 2r. 23p, 19v., imperial mea-
surement, divided into 1055 graves. Of this space, 5p. 10y.,

containing 60 graves, are appropriated to the poor. The total
number of funerals here was—

For1838 '\ ¢ '"109
{212 R L Tl |
And up to Ist August, 1840 ., . . 63

Those of the poor were—
! o R I R 9
L8809 - g af s 6
And up to Ist August, 1840 . , . d

The rule is the same as to the mode of putting down the coffins
as in the former case.

3rd. Deficient Cleanliness and Ventilation of Dwelling Apart-
ments.

These are two points which in part depend upon the supply of
water, and the construction of the houses; and still more on the
habits of the people.

According to the Return of the police, the quantity of water
supplied daily, on an average of one week, is 568,800 gallons, but
this includes the water furnished to manufactories, so that we
have no data to calculate the quantity for each person. Even
dividing this quantity, however, by 48,000, which may in round
numbers be taken as the population using police water, it is not a
high quantity to each, supposing none to be used in the manu-
factories. The police state that there are 1446 families having
water-pipes into their houses, which, multiplied by four, gives
5784 as the population abundantly supplied. All others must
draw it from the public wells. The police state that nine courts
have a pipe in the court for the use of the inhabitants of the court
generally. The police can supply water to any extent, and the
poor pay no tax for it.

My Fraser alludes in his Report to the bedding in two lodging-
houses never being washed after fever, and where new comers are
put into a bed previously ucchied by a fever case; but even in
the houses of the labouring classes very little attention is often
paid to eleaning the bedding or wearing apparel after fever; and
when an individual of the family has been removed, the others
continue to occupy the same bed, and for the most part become
aftected with the same disease.

The houses in Aberdeen occupied by the poor and labouring
classes are on an average three stories high; and few of these
have cellars which are inhabited. The glass in the windows of
the common staircase is often broken, and ventilation thereby so
far promoted ; but in general the houses are not well ventilated ;
the windows are often small and seldom opened, and the poor, for
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