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ORGANON OF MEDICINE. 107

which bear the closest resemblance to those of the disease, but
which possess a still greater degree of energy.

Some explanation of this therapeutic law of nature.

§ 28. As this therapeutic law of nature clearly manifests
itself in every accurate experiment and research, it conse-
quently becomes an established fact, however unsatisfactory
may be the scientific theory of the manner in which it takes
place. I attach no value whatever to any explanation that
could be given on this head; yet the following view 'of the
subject appears to me to be the most reasonable, because it is
founded upon experimental premises.

§29. Every discase (which does not belong exclusively to
surgery) being a purely dynamic and peculiar change of the
vital powersin regard to the manner in which they accomplish
sensation and action, a change that expresses itself by symptoms
which are perceptible to the senses, it therefore follows, that the
homeopathic medicinal agent, selected by a skilful physician, will
convert it tnto another medicinal disease which is analogous, but
rather more intense.* By this means, the natural morbific power
which had previously existed, and which was nothing more than
a dynamic power without substance, terminates, while the medici-
nal disease which usurps its place being of such a nature as to be
easily subdued by the vital powers, is likewise extinguished in its
turn, leaving in its primitive state of integrity and health the es-
sence or substance which animates and preserves the body. This

hypothesis, which is highly probable, rests upon the following
facts.

* The brief operation of the artificial morbific powers, which are denomi-
nated medicinal, although they are stronger than natural diseases, renders it
possible that they may, nevertheless, be more easily overpowered by the vital
energies than the latter, which are weaker. Natural diseases, simply because
of their more tedious and burthensome operation, (as psora, syphilis, sycosis,)
cannot be overcome or extinguished by the unaided vital energies, until these
are more strongly aroused by the physician, through the medium of a very
similar yet more powerful morbific agent (a homeopathic medicine). Such
an agent, upon its administration, urges, as it were, the insensate, instinctive
vital energies, and is substituted for the natural morbid affection hitherto ex-
isting. The vital energies now become affected by the medicine alone, yet
transiently ; because its effect (that is to say, the natural course of the medi-
einal disease thereby excited) is of short duration. Those chronic diseases




























































ORGANON OF MEDICINE. 127

returned stronger than ever. When a person was subject to
frequent waking at night, without any regard being paid to
the other symptoms of the disease, opium was administered
at bed-time, which, by virtue of its primitive action, produces
sleep, stupor, and hebetude; but on the following night the
evil only became still more aggravated in consequence. Alike
regardless of the other symptoms, opium was administered
in chronic diarrhea, because its primitive effect is to consti-
pate the bowels; but the alvine flux, after having been sus-
pended for some time, re-appeared more grievous than before.
Acute and frequent pains of all deseriptions were momenta-
rily calmed beneath the influence of opium, which blunts and
benumbs the feeling; but they never failed to return with
greater violence than before, or they were even sometimes
replaced by another disease of a worse deseription. The or-
dinary physician knows no better remedy for a cough of long
standing, which becomes worse at night, than opium, whose
first effects remove all kinds of irritation; for the first night
it may very well happen that the patient experiences some
relief, but on the succeeding nights the cough returns more
distressing than ever; and if the physician persists in com-
bating it with the same palliative by gradually increasing the
dose, nocturnal perspirations and fever will then be added to
the previous complaint. It has been imagined, that tincture
of cantharides, which stimulates the urinary passages, would
remedy a weakness of the bladder, and the retention of urine
which results from it ; it may, indeed, effect some forced emis-
sions of urine, but in the end the bladder is only rendered less
irritable and less susceptible of contraction, while paralysis of
the bladder is likely to follow. Physieians have flattered them-
selves that they could subdue an inveterate tendency to consti-
pation by purgatives administered in large doses, which provoke
frequent and abundant alvine evacuations: but the second-
ary effect of this treatment is generally that of constipating the
hmf.rels in a still greater degree. An ordinary physician pre-
scribes wine as a remedy in chronic debility; but it is only
the primitive action of this agent that is stimulating, and its
definitive results are those of reducing the powers still more.

It has been imagined that bitters and spices would warm
and strengthen the cold and inactive stomach ; but the se-
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