Observations on the suggestions contained in the report of the Education
Committee of the General Medical Council of 1869 / by the Medical Faculty
of the University of Edinburgh.

Contributors

University of Edinburgh. Faculty of Medicine.
General Medical Council (Great Britain). Education Committee.
University of Glasgow. Library

Publication/Creation
Edinburgh, [18697]

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/erdsfhéw

Provider

University of Glasgow

License and attribution

This material has been provided by This material has been provided by The
University of Glasgow Library. The original may be consulted at The
University of Glasgow Library. where the originals may be consulted.

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection
London NW1 2BE UK

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/










2

and that what defects may be found to exist cannot be re-
medied through means of the General Medical Council. But,
in the opinion of the Faculty, not one of these propositions
18 true. The condition of Medical Practice in all its branches
is by no means unsatisfactory in the United Kingdom. The
Faculty know that in Scotland it is eminently the reverse:
and they have no reason to believe that it is otherwise in the
other divisions of the country, notwithstanding the complaints
and exaggerated clamour which have been raised in some
quarters on this subject. Neither is Medical Education, or
Medical Examination, in any serious respect, generally defec-
tive, or, where defective, incapable of being reformed through
means now in existence. In particular, important improve-
ments have been gradually introduced, both in Education and
in the Examinations of the Licensing Boards, through the
labours of the General Medical Council. Tt is, of course, too
soon to see the full effect of the Council’s proceedings on the
face of Medical and Surgical Practice throughout the king-
dom. But this Faculty look confidently to the result in good
time; and they also beg to point attention to the facility with
which these improvements have been carried through, as an
earnest of the practicability of repairing what is still defective
through the same agency, viz., the influence of the General
Medical Council on the Universities and Incorporated Colleges.
There seems, then, no call for the very remarkable innova-
tion suggested in the Report of the Committee of the Couneil.
On the other hand, it seems plain to this Faculty, that the .
innovation could not be carried through without destruction to
the Incorporated Colleges, and imminent danger to all Univer-
sities circumstanced as are the Universities of Scotland. Under
the proposed new system, it is evident that the vastly greater
proportion of the future members of the profession would rest
content with the Licence obtained by the contemplated Exa-
mination before a conjunct Board. A few would still demand
the Degree of a University, and a very few the Fellowship of
an Incorporated College. But the country would lose the
advantage of that peculiar stimulus which now exists by virtue
of the variety of present means of access to practice, and which
leads many students, instead of being content with a minimum
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education, to aim at one of a much higher order, in order to
connect themselves with a Corporation or University.

The members of the Faculty, however, are persuaded, that
neither the General Medical Council, nor Her Majesty’s Go-
vernment, desire to bring either the Universities or the Incor-
porated Colleges into peril. Especially do they entertain this
confidence, when they consider, firstly, that, as already stated,
there is no such state of things in medical education or in
medical practice as to demand that the Universities and
Medical Corporations should be brought into danger; and,
secondly, because the remedies for such defects as may be found
to exist, are, in the opinion of the Faculty, simple and’ easy
under the present medical organisation of the country.

The primary causes of the outery which has arisen lately
against the system of Medical Education in this country are
that the education required by some of the present Licensing
Boards is incomplete, and that the Examinations of some of
them are essentially defective, inasmuch as the Boards alluded
to can singly take cognisance of either Medicine or Surgery
only, and not of both. For, as matters now stand, a man who
has only a partial education, and has had only a partial
~ examination, is entitled to admission on the Medical Register,
and, when there, may practise any branch of the profession he
pleases, or all of its branches.

Now, in the first place, the objections here started do not
apply to the Universities of Scotland, in which every branch
of medical and surgical learning and practice is taught, and
from which no Graduate can issue without having been fully
educated and fully examined in all. In regard to them, there-
fore, all that the Medical Council and the State can desire, is
to have due security that the Universities do their duty.

It is different for the present with the Educational require-
ments and Examinations of the Boards of the Incorporated
Colleges. But there is no insuperable obstacle to prevent
these Bodies from providing the requisite remedy, in con-
formity with the provisions of the Medical Act of 1858. The
three Medical Corporations of Scotland have already shown
how this is to be done. It is merely required that all Candi-
dates who appear before them shall be required to undergo
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Government a report of their whole proceedings for the year.
In this way all parties would act under a sense of responsi-
bility ; and all transactions would become matter of publicity
in an authentic shape.

Before concluding these observations, the members of the
Faculty must refer to the complaint still sometimes made,
that a change is required in that part of the University
system which makes their professors the examiners of the
candidates of whom they have been previously the teachers.
The practice, however, is not without its advantages; for it
is plainly but fair to candidates that, on subjects admitting
of such a variety of views on the part of teachers as the
several branches of medical education, students should be
examined according to the principles which they have been
taught. Moreover, a fair attempt has been made to meet the
objection in the Scottish Universities, by the addition to the
Professorial Examiners of three Non-professorial Examiners in
each Medical Faculty. If this number be judged insufficient,
“along with a more thorough system of inspection, the Univer-
sities have no objection that the number of such examiners
shall be inereased, provided the Government will incur the
requisite cost ; for it is well known that the revenues of the
Scottish Universities could not bear the charge.

By the measures here suggested the Faculty are satisfied that,
with little change in the Medical Act, and at a small charge
to Government, every important object may be easily attained
which is necessary for accomplishing a thorough and progres-
sive advancement of medical education, medical examination,
and medical and surgical practice throughout the country,

If the Medical Council, however, or her Majesty’s Govern-
ment, should judge it advisable to entertain further and more
radical changes in education or examinations, the Faculty
urgently call upon Government to make themselves correctly
acquainted with the facts of the case, and with the opinions
of the heads of the medical profession by means of a Royal
Commission of Inquiry, before proceeding to institute measures
which the Faculty cannot help regarding as of dubious utility,
and fraught with danger to the public interests.

The University of Edinburgh has always maintained the













