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surprised at this announcement, and naturally regarded such
a movement with some concern—especially as the Eye Infirm-
ary has been about fifty years in existence, and it is only now
that a westward movement has heen seriously contemplated ;
and the establishment of a branch of that Institution in the
western district would seem to undervalue if not to disparage
the exertions of your Directors to meet the requirements of
the public. Besides, they understand that arrangements
have been made for providing eye wards and instruction for
medical students in the New University Hospital. It appeared
to your Directors that every legitimate requirement would be
met in the existence of these institutions; and that, therefore,
any additional establishment in that locality for the cure of such
diseases was uncalled for. In these circumstances, the Direcs
tors of the Ophthalmic Institution asked a conference with the
Directors of the Eye Infirmary, with the object of effecting
such unity of action, or amalgamation of the two Institutions,
as might seem best fitted to carry out the object, which the
Directors of both have inview,and to avoid anything like rivalry
between them. At the conference which subsequently took
place between the Committees named by each Institution,
your Directors explained their views, in the expecta-
tion that the proposal would be received in the spirit
which dictated it, assured that with the co-operation of the
influential Directors of the two Boards, the carrying out of
such a proposal as they had suggested was capable of easy
accomplishment, leaving such matters of detail as locality,
general management, direction, and other appointments for
after-adjustment. The chief difficulty which transpired at the
conference arose out of the terms of the will of the late Dr.
Mackenzie, under whose control, while alive, the operations of
the Eye Infirmary were practically subordinated, and who, it
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