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WITH ARSENIC. J

tracted, and its serous surface was closely injected wit,'l_l bright
arterial blood, giving it an inflamed appearance, The peritoneum
generally had a peculiar, dry, and wazy-like aspect, very mark-
edly different from its ordinary appearance. 'l he stomach was
flled with congulated milk, having flakes of magnesia suspended.
On removing its contents, the inner surface, especially towards the
cardiac extremity, was found lined with a dark-red P':ﬂPF sqh—
stance, r::}mposnﬁ apparently of extravasated blood, mixed \'-’ll:ll
mucus. Several elevated patches, of a dark colour and fungoid
appearance, were scattered over the inner surface, hul,rxrcrc found
principally towards the pylorus and in the duodenum. The greater
portion of the inner surface of the stomach was corrugated into
thick prominent ruge, between which, and especially in the vici-
nity of the dark patches referred to, quantities of a yellowish

owder were found closely adlerent. The villous coat, together
with the pulpy substance alluded to, was easily detached with
the finger-nail, exposing scattered patches of extravasated blood §
and the whole organ seemed thickened, and felt soft and gelatin-
ous. Several parts of the intestines presented similar appearances
upon a smaller scale. The bladder was firmlv contracted, and its
mucous. hining streaked with red vessels. We were allowed to
proceed no farther with the inspection.

The contents of the stomach, on applying the ordinary re-
arents were found to eontain arsenie.

This case, I'think, presents some interesting features. Tn the
absence of a necroscopic examination, and from the mere detail of
symptoms, [ would have placed it under the class described by
Dr Christison, where the patient is destroyed without any appre-
ciable local lesion. But the post-morteme appearances make it
evident that it belongs exclusively to neither the first nor second
class of cases described by that writer. At first, the extreme
exhaustion, faintness, fluttering action of the heart, and absence of
epigastric tenderness, indicated that the poison was producing its
fatal effects by its remote action, and independent of any local
irritation or inflammation. But while the nervous prostration
was most extreme, inflammatory symptoms supervened, the pa-
tient then becoming conscious of a burning sensation and desiring
cold drinks. T can only attempt to account for the absence of
epigastric tenderness at this stage, by supposing that the poison
had nareotized, in a great measure, the general nervous svstem,
rendering it ineapable of evincing one of the most constant and
characteristic symptoms of inflammatory lesion, viz. pain. A few
cases, presenting the same anomaly lave been recorded. It is
also dﬁ“‘l‘“i“g of notice, that in the first stace of the svinptoms,
the powerful emetics employed had no effect in producing vomit-

ing.

Case—Dec. 2, 1841,—1 was requested this evening, by my
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duodenum had much the same appearance as the stomach. The
mucous coat of the intestines was throughout very soft and pulpy,
and peeled off readily with the finger-nail. The whole tract of
the intestinal tube from the @sophagus downward was congested,
and in several parts injected with brigllt—rec_l h'-‘essei:sr, both exter-
nally and intermally.  Considerable quantities of mucus were
thrown out at different portions of intestine, but by far tI}e great-
est quantity was found in the rectum, which was also highly in-
jected with red vessels.  Yellowish particles, resembling fine sand,
were found adherent to the mucous lining at various parts. The
mucous membrane of the bladder was slightly streaked with red
vessels, i *

Our inspection went no farther, as some relatives from the
country were somewlat clamorously desiring. our departure, so
that they might remove the body:

This case differs in nowise from many otlier recorded examples
of a lengthened interval ensuing from the taking of the poison
until the subsequent death ; and the common explanation seems
to be equally available here. = Ifor as copious vomiting, together
with purging, came on shortly after he had swallowed the poison,
it is a fair inference that the greater portion of the deleterious in-
gredient had been then thrown off.

The two preceding cases are well-marked examples of the com-
mon forms of poisoning by arsenie. The case which follows shows
a train of well-marked symptoms followed by recovery.

Casg—March 15 1843.—John Parker, wt. 42, by trade a
silk-weaver, of intemperate habits and shattered constitution.
Yesterday evening, at 8 o’clock p.v., he swallowed two drachms
of arsenious acid, stirred up in water, stating to those near him
that it was soda for the heartburn, and * as it would not mix with
the water,” he used a considerable quantity of the latter to rinse
out the bowl, from which he swallowed the poison.  Short] y after,

‘he became sick and faint, and in #wo hours afterwards lie was tor-

mented with a bumning thirst, and eagerly desired cold water, which,
however, at the time, conld hot'be procured for him. At 12 .M.,
severe vomiting and purging came on, and continued with little
interval for three hours. He was then seized with eonvulsive tre-
mors, *“so that the bed shook under him,” and these were accom-
panied by sensations of cold and extreme faintness. As the morning
advanced, he, under the impression that his end was approaching,
confessed to his wife that he had taken poison. She immediately
came for my assistauce.  'When I saw him first, at 8 a.a., he
was out of bed and sitting up. His countenance was pale and
sallow, and bore a painful anxious expression.  His pulse was
120 and feeble; pressure over the epigastrium gave pain. The
surface of his body was cold and clammy. He complained onl

of sickness and inclination to vomit, with occasional tendency to
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Shortly after this date, he was so far recovered that I ceased to
visit him. 'When sufficiently well to take out-door exercise, he
found himself so much the object of observation and remark, that
he removed from Glasgow altogether.

About six months afterwards, I accidentally met a member of
his family, from whom I learned that he had lost flesh consider-
ably; that his general health was far from being as good as for-
merly ; and that he occasionally suffered from affections of the
stomach.

Some points in the preceding narrative require illustration. I
traced the druggist from whom the poison had been procured, and
found the quantity to be as stated, 7. e. 3ij, and also that the drug
was genuine. It had been purchased under the usual pretext, viz.
poisoning rats. One of his children saw him throw the paper,
from which he had emptied the powder, among the cinders of the
ash-pit. The paper was procured after a search, and I found par-
ticles of arsenious acid adherent. I regretted much that I was de-
prived of an opportunity of examining the vomited matter, which,
together with the alvine evacuations, unfortunately were thrown
away immediately after my first visit, the scanty furniture of the
household requiring them to make use of the vessels which con-
tained them.

About two hours before swallowing the poison, he took two
cups of tea, a slice and a half of bread, and a piece of a herring,
followed up an hour after with two glasses of whisky.

For several weeks previous to the attempt he made on his life,
he had suffered much in mind from the profligate conduct of one
of his daughters, and this had led him to engage fartherin intem-
perate habits, in consequence of which he lost his employment. At
same time, he was harassed for his rent; and under this eombi-
nation of circumstances, he was * driven to the act.” Among his
f'e]l:‘}wtwnrlun_en, he expressed atheistical opinions, and professed
to believe neither in a heaven nor hell.

With regard to the treatment, little need be said.  His shat-
tered habit of body prevented me from employing depletory mea-
sures, which I otherwise would have had recourse to at several
stages of the case. The dose of carb. Ferri. was given from m
recollection of having seen it somewhere recommended in the

absence of the hydrated sesquioxide, which I was unable to pro-
cure at the time. '
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