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EXTRACTED FROM THE NORTHERN JOURNAL OF MEDICINE
FOR MARCH 1845.

Case of Hemorrhage, of an Unusual Kind, causing Death.
By James M. Apams, Surgeon, Glasgow.

June 22, 1844.—Jean Corquuon, aged fifty-five, a collier's
wife, of temperate habits and spare bf}djr_. T his n}ul'r}ing. when
she awoke, she complained of a pain in her left side, under
the inferior angle of the scapula. The next day a small
tumour appeared over the seat of pain, and mmereased in size
until the following day, when my brother, Dr A. Adams, was
requested to visit her. He found a flattened oblong tumour,
about five inches in its long diameter, and situated as before
mentioned. It was elevated about an inch above the sur-
rounding integument, distinetly circumseribed, slightly elastie,
and obscurely fluctuating. There being little or no constitu-
tional disturbance present, my brother did not consider it neces-
sary to enter upon a very minute examination of the ease, and
simply ordered the application of poultices containing a solution
of the muriate of ammonia, with the view of discussing what
he considered to be a cold abscess. The swelling subsided during
the day, coetaneously with which there came on a spittinﬁ
of blood. I visited her on the following day (the 24th) an
found her sitting up by the fireside. She complained only of
feebleness and chilliness. She had a slight cough; but her
breathing was not accelerated. Her pulse was 90, small and
feeble. The hemoptysis still continned. There was an evident
fulness of the part pointed out to me as having been the site of
the tnmour, but it was neither prominent nor circumseribed, nor
was there any discoloration of the skin. The tumefaction, as it
may be called, felt hard. did not crepitate or fluctuate, and a
careful examination with the stethoscope elicited nothing posi-
tive. I preseribed repeated doses of the tincture of the muriate
of iron, after the second or third of which the hemoptysis ceased.
I likewise directed the use of wine and warm cluthing. On the
following day, and the fifth from the first notice of the affection,
F]'I.E! tumour suddenly l'e-apEleared, and quickly extended, elevat-
g the skin from the margin of the inferior rib up to the middle
of the neck, and from the spine posteriorly to within two inches
of the sternum anteriorly. She sank rapidly, and died in the
course of the day. St

June 28th. Inspectio Cadaveris.—This day, assisted by my
friend Dr Menzies, I examined the body. It was emaciated to
an extreme degree. The feart was pale and flabby ; its vessels
were filled with pale serum, and a thin layer of serous fluid lay
beneath i{s investing membranc. The ventricles were firmly
contracted ; the right auricle was filled with fibrinous clots ; one
of the valves of the tricuspid was ossified at its base, as was also
one of the semilunar valves of the aorta. The aorta and the
othor great vessels of the heart were healthy. The right lung
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CTASE OF HEMORIMHAGIE. 3

friends, I have failed in gaining intelligence of a strictly analogous
example. Of the many recorded cases of hemorrhagic diathesis
I find but three or four which have occurred in females,—none
of them proved fatal, and one would have been more properly
called vicarious menstruation. Indeed, one of the most singular
featurcs in this unfortunate disposition is its tendency to attach
itselt’ exclusively to the male sex, and this both in its natural
and acquired form. There is abundant evidence to show that
it may be continued for successive generations in the males,
while the females of a family have shown no trace of such a
habit. The history of my patient gives sufficient evidence of a
hemorrhagic diathesis, in her case acquired; for none of the
near or distant branches of her family had ever given evidence
of such a disposition. :

Some obscurity exists with regard to the exciting cause of
the hemorrhage ; and it would be interesting if it eould be
shown that the enm'mmlsl;r enlarged spleen had any connexion
with this morbid diathesis, seeing that modern p'iqfslnlngy s
inclined fo attribute an important share in the process of sangui-
fication to that organ. The mere enlargement would of itself
favour the oecurrence or persistence of hemorrhage, from a
mechanical cause alone, just as abdominal tumours of various
kinds—an enlarged liver, or even the pressure of the gravid
uterus, have been observed fo cause hemoptysis. Dr Perry
informs me, in reference to the present case, that in several
post-mortem inspections of fever and other patients made in the
Glasgow hospital, and in which he has met with those local
congestions and extravasations of blood between the layers of
muscles which are occasionally observed in fever cases, he has
also noticed a co-existence of enlarged spleen, which induces
him to think that there is a connexion between the abnormal
states of this organ and of the blood or its vessels. It must,
however, be remembered, that of many recorded eases of en-
larged+ spleen given I)K Morgagni, Haller, Lieutaud, and others,
there is no notice of the existence of such a coincidence.

My first impression on exposing the extravasated blood was,

_ that there probably had existed a small aneurism, which had

given way ; but a close and patient investigation failed to dis-
cover any trace of such an affection. It would have been
satisfactory to have inserted a pipe in the axillary vessels and
thrown n an mj_ectipn, but we were not afforded such an
opportumty. I am inclined, however, to believe that 1 acci-
dentally stumbled on the probable exciting cause of the hemor-
rhage, for on h&ppeqmg to suggest in the course of conversation
that the deceased might have struck against some sharp angle
of a chair or table, or have received an accidental blow from
the elbow of some onme, probably while asleep, the eldest
daughter became much agitated, and bursting into tears accused
herself as the cause of her mother’s death. For, she said, that
on the first morning of her illness her mother complained of her
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