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ample form as any College has or bruiks within
his Majesty’s realm.

These high privileges, Sir, were soon after ra-
tified and confirmed by an act of the Parliament
of Scotland in 1621. After this ratification of
their privileges by the Legislature of the king-
dom, the University of Edinburgh, for about a
century, conferred the degree of Doctor of Medi-
cine in the same venal way with the other Scot-
tish Universities.

But about the year 1726, in imitation of the
Protestant University of Leyden, then the most
celebrated school of medicine in Faurope, medical
lectures were introduced into the University of
LIdinburgh. Those eminent men to whom Edin-
burgh is indebted for the commencement of its
Medical School, Drs MoNro primus, SINCLAIR,
Arston, PLumMER, and RurHERFORD, Who were
the first who delivered medical lectures in the
University of Edinburgh, formed a very judicious
set of laws for the creation of Doctors of Medi-
cine. By these laws, it was enacted, that no one
should, on any testimonials whatever, obtain the
degree of Doctor of Medicine, unless when per-
sonally present ; that every candidate for that de-
gree should undergo an examination in the Latin
langunage, before those Professors who had, by the
Senatus Academicus, been appointed the Faculty
of Medicine in the University ; that, at this trial
the candidate should be examined by that 'Faculi
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Nor need I mention the avidity with which this
degree has been sought for by Students ambitious
of obtaining a highly honourable distinction.

This 1s abundantly demonstrated by the num-
ber of Doctors of Medicine which our University
has lately sent into the world. From a very few
in number, at the commencement, when I had
the honour of being admitted a Professor, we an-
nually conferred the degree of Doctor of Medi-
cine on about thirty students. But, since that
period, as your records testify, the increase has
been very considerable indeed. At the gradua-
tion in 1820, when it was last my duty to offi-
ciate as Promotor ad gradum Doctoralem in Me-
dicina, that honour was conferred on no less than
121 Students. And I am firmly convinced, that,
of all that number, there was not a single indivi-
dual who had not a just claim to obtain from
our University the title of a Vir Doctior. Al-
though, however, the great fundamental laws to
which I have alluded have been rigidly adhered
to, yet 1 do not pretend to say that no changes
have taken place in our Statuta Solennia. Of
the principal of these changes, as well as of the
reasons which led to them, I shall endeavour to
give you a brief account.

The first change T shall mention, was in con-
sequence of the graduation of Dr Ricuarp Pui-
TENEY In 1764.  Dr PuLTeNEY was a very learn-
ed man, and had the additional merit of being a
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man obtained, even from the University of Edin-
burgh, summos in medicina honores.

But, Sir, when it was known, particularly in
Oxford, in Cambridge, and in London, that any
man, whatever his abilities might be, had ob-
tained the degree of Doctor of Medicine from the
University of Edinburgh, who had never studied
in any University, and who had received no other
education but that of an Apothecary’s Appren-
tice, it was considered as a shameful prostitution
of academical honours. It was contended, and,
in my opinion, with great justice, that academi-
cal honours should be conferred upon no man
who had not studied at Universities. Accord-
ingly, to prevent such an occurrence in future,
the first remarkable alteration 1n our Statuta So-
lennia took place. It was enacted, that no one
should obtain the degree of Doctor of Medicine,
till he had heard lectures on six different branches
of medical science, in hac aut in alia Academia
ubi summi in medicina honores conceduntur.

Soon after this enactment took place, another
graduation occurred at ¥.dinburgh, which not on-
ly led to another change, but pointed out the ne-
cessity of adhering rigidly to the statutes, and not
dispensing with them, either from evidence of in-
dustrious attention, or of knowledge in the prac-
tice of medicine. I allude to the graduation of
Dr SamueL LEeps in 1766. That gentleman,
after being considerably advanced in life, and af-
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College of Surgeons of Edinburgh. At an ear-
ly period of life he had finished in our Univer-
sity that curriculum of medical studies required
for our graduation. And before he had reach-
ed the age of manhood, before his apprentice-
ship was expired, he obtained, with great ap-
plause, from us, swmmos in medicina honores.
Although, upon this occasion, these honours
were conferred upon one, literarum et medici-
~ nee scientia probe imbutus, yet it is not wonder-
ful that this event should have given rise to a
flagrant report, that we were conferring the de-
gree of Doctor of Medicine on apprentices and
on boys.

That in future no foundation might be given
for such reports, a third very important change
was made in our statutes. By this change, it
was enacted, that every one aspiring to be can-
didate for the degree of Doctor of Medicine,
should deliver to the Dean of that Faculty a so-
lemn declaration, signed by his own hand, that,
before obtaining authority from the University to
practise medicine upon others, he had arrived at
that age which, by the laws of the land, is requi-
site for the management of his own pecuniary
concerns. In that declaration he pledges his ho-
nour, that, before obtaining his degree, he will be
both @ man and a free man, nullius servitio ad-
dictus.

Under these judicious regulations, the Medi-
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aminations, which are particularly imposed on
Professors of the Faculty of Medicine.

From the increase of the number of Gradu-
ates in Medicine, the trouble of attending exami-
nations became so great that it is by no means
wonderful, it should have been severely felt, even
by the youngest Professors who were the least en-
gaged in other business. Accordingly, after I
had relinquished my attendance at the most im-
portant trial, the examen privatissimum, I was not
surprised to find the TMaculty of Medicine apply-
ing to the Senatus Academicus, for another change
in the original statutes. The change to which I
now allude, only obtained the sanction of the Se-
natus Academicus it 1823. Hence, it has hither-
to been acted upon, at one Graduation only.
This change, had indeed a very considerable effect
in diminishing the labour of the Faculty of Me-
dicine. For by it two different trials, form erly re-
quired of candidates, were completely abolished.

This change, as I did not believe it would
hurt the credit of the University or lessen the
honour of our degree of Doctor of Medicine,
I did not think I was imperatively called up-
on to oppose. The change to which [ now
allude, abolished entirely the commentary requir-
ed to be written by each candidate, on an Apho-
rism of Hippocrates. This, I need hardly observe,
was intended as a trial of the knowledge of every
candidate in the Greck language. It is indeed
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both these trials instituted by the wisdom of our
predecessors, had been retained. Yet trusting,
that, by the other trials still retained, particularly
by the Inaugural Dissertation, subjected, by every
candidate, examini eruditorum, and by the evamen
privatissimum, being conducted entirely in the
Latin language, I concluded, that every illiterate
candidate would still be effectually excluded from
our Medical Honours. I did not therefore oppose
the alteration of our statutes, which was recom-
mended by the Faculty of Medicine in 1823, al-
though I thought it improper.

With the diminution of labour which the
Faculty of Medicine had obtained by this change,
I had little doubt that they would have been
contented, and that they would not have request-
ed any farther diminution, at least for some years.
But I need hardly observe, that an occurrence has
lately taken place in our University, which has led
to a very long and very disagreeable discussion re-
specting our Statuta Solennia. Dv Hamirron, Pro-
fessor of Midwifery, from motives best known to
himself, but, in my opinion, chiefly with the view
of promoting his own pecuniary interest, by ob-
taining a very unfair advantage over other respect-
able teachers of Midwifery in Edinburgh, lately
presented a very extraordinary Memorial to the
Patrons of the University. That Memorial, in
which he endeavours to demonstrate the great su-
periority of Midwifery over every branch of Me-

B
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and Military Surgery, have, in my opinion, a much
stronger plea for being introduced into your curri-
culum than the Midwifery. = All these branches
of knowledge are intimately connected with the
healing art; and although they may be taught
with great benefit at many different places, yet
they cannot be studied in any other situation with
so great advantage as in the precincts of an Uni-
versity. With Midwifery, the case is very diffe-
rent. Midwifery cannot be properly studied in an
University. Besides this, it is by no means ne-
cessary that every Physician should qualify him-
self for being a Sage Femme,—a Houdy-wife,
in the dialect of the wvulgar Scot. And indeed
it is the opinion of many physicians, that to old
women the ordinary business of Midwives should
be entirely confined. = That knowledge which is
necessary for the profession of a Midwife, is at least
a species of knowledge which adds little honour to
a Vir doctior.

But, without entering into any controversy
about the dignity of Midwifery, it is sufficient
for my present purpose to say, that the claims
now made by the Professor of Midwifery, and se-
veral other Professors, led to the reconsideration
of those statutes, of which we had published to
our students an amended edition only a few
months before. To this reconsideration I made
no objection, and I expected that the Faculty
of Medicine might recommend that the Senate

B 2
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He told me he had long been engaged in the
study, and even in the practice, of Medicine ; that
he confidently trusted he would be able to de-
monstrate his knowledge of Medicine, by exami-
nations in the English language, but that he was
totally incapable of undergoing an examination
in Latin. And if you shall now repeal this high-
ly important regulation, it will not surprise me if
your degree, in the short space of even a few
months, shall, in the person of this gentleman,
meet with as dishonourable a rebuft’ as in the
case of Dr Leeds, which I have already men-
tioned. I would hope that every considerate
Professor will dread the consequences of any de-
viation from the rule which [ think ought to be
inviolable : Eawercitationes omnes lingua Latina
peragende sunt,

I had no sooner perused the new system of
Regulations, than insuperable objections to it oc-
curred to me. In the 1s¢ place, The Regula-
tions, imitating the example of Glasgow, were for
the use of the Senatus Academicus, and were, of
course, to be promulgated to the Student, not as
formerly, in the Latin, but in the English lan-
guage. 2d, The Inaugural Dissertation subjected
eruditorum examint, which was formerly required
from every Candidate, was left entirely optional ;
and, 3dly, The examen privatissimum, according to
the first edition of your new Regulations, was to he
conducted entirely in the English language; by
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former Statutes, has said not one word respecting
Inaugural Dissertations, which I have always con-
sidered as the most important trial which any
candidate can undergo.

Our Statuta Solennia have hitherto been con-
stantly promulgated to your Studens in the La-
tin language only. This, I think, is essentially
requisite, and should never be deserted. To our
Students, the laws for graduation have never be-
fore been promulgated in English. The printing
our new Regulations in English, would, I think,
be highly disgraceful to the University. It has, in-
deed, Sir, been asserted in this room, and I readily
allow the assertion to be true, that, by the direc-
tion of your very learned predecessor in office,
Principal RosErTson, an English translation of
your Statuta Solennia was published in the news-
papers. But, was that translation intended for
your Students, who were to become Candidates
for a degree? No, Sir, it was evidently intended
for country gentlemen, who did not understand
Latin. It was intended to deter illiterate apothe-
caries, who could not have understood your Sta-
tuta in Latin, from supposing they had learning
enough to obtain the honour of a degree from
Edinburgh. It was intended to proclaim to all
Britain, that no one could obtain the degree of
Doctor of Medicine from the University of Edin-
burgh, who was not a Latin scholar, and who
could not undergo all his examinations in the Latin
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not only doing great honour to our new created
doctors, but extending the fame of our University.
That it should ever, therefore, have been the wish
of the Faculty of Medicine to make the publica-
tion of the inaugural dissertations an optional
matter, is to me truly astonishing.

But if I was surprized at the two particulars
already mentioned, I was still more astonished at
the third circumstance in the new Regulations, to
which I have alluded. By the first edition of
these new Regulations, (for, in the space of a few
weeks they have already undergone three correct-
ed editions), the examen privatissimum, which was
a previous step to any student becoming publicly
a candidate for a degree, and by which the Fa-
culty of Medicine are strictly enjoined to take due
care, ut nemo nisi literarum et medicine scientia
probe imbutus candidatorum numero adseribatur ;
this evamen privatissimum, Sir, by the first edi-
tion of your new regulations, was proposed to be
entirely in the English language. In support of
this very extraordinary change, it has been urged
that, in the present state of literature, an exami-
nation in English is a much better mode for ascer-
taining the real medical abilities of a candidate
than a Latin examination. It has been said, that
it the ewamen privatissimum be continued in La-
tin, many intelligent apothecaries, wishing to re-
tire from very fatiguing practice ; many army and
navy surgeons, who have long practised medicine
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These insuperable objections to the first edi-
tion of the new Knglish Regulations, I stated in a
private manner, but in very explicit terms, to the
Dean of the Faculty of Medicine. Whether
they had any influence with the Faculty, or not,
I cannot pretend to say. But, at the very next
meeting, when these Regulations were to be taken
under consideration, a second edition of the new
code of Regulations was put into my hands, by
the Dean. And, since we last met in this room,
in consequence, probably, of the disputes and dis-
cussions which have here taken place, a third edi-
tion of these new Regulations, still in the English
language, has been transmitted to each Professor,
for consideration at this meeting. Of these suc-
cessive editions I shall only observe, that although,
in some particulars, the former trials seem to be
restored, yet it is in appearance only; and, in
some particulars, they are now rendered much
worse. After the most serious consideration, T
am decidedly of opinion, that the second edition
1s more exceptionable than the first; and that the
third edition, in place of being an amelioration, is
liable to more numerous objections than either of
the two former. = But, after what I have already
said, respecting regulations which are intended to
be promulgated to our students in the Inglish
language, it is, perhaps, unnecessary to state any
objections to these successive editions.. With re-
gard to the second edition, T shall only say, that,
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undergo his examen privatissimum wholly in the
Latin language, the honour of that title, from
the University of Edinburgh, over the same de-
gree from St Andrew’s, Aberdeen, or Glasgow,
will be completely terminated.

The third edition of the new regulations 1s
not only liable to these objections, but to many
others. It has indeed the appearance of -extend-
ing the curriculum of study, required of every
student, - before he can become a candidate for a
degree. It seems to require, that the candidate
shall not be taken under examination till he has
had more opportunities of acquiring knowledge
than were formerly necessary. But where, Sir,
is it required, that he shall obtain this informa-
tion? Not from private study,—the principal
source of information with every student; not
in Universities,—who alone possess the power of
conferring the highest honours in Medicine ; but
from self-appointed teachers, by whom, in place
of being instructed, he may be misled. Of these
teachers, there are some, whose pecuniary inte-
rest, it is well known, has been promoted by mis-
leading. 'There are some who have constituted
themselves private teachers, not merely from the
hopes of gain, but from the worst motives that
can actuate the human heart, jealousy, envy, and
revenge. IKvery private teacher 1s unquestion-
ably entitled to give to his students such certifi-
cates as he thinks they deserve. And the certi-
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Aberdeen,—to men, who, like Dr PULTENEY, may
be considered as entirely self-taught. But be as-
sured, Sir, from the day on which we desert those
Statuta Solennia, which have been followed with
singular success for near a century, requiring that
all your trials shall be in the Latin language, from
the day that we promulgate our Regulations in
English, and permit any English examination in-
tra Academie pomeria, the degree of Doctor of
Medicine from the University of Edinburgh will
suffer an irrecoverable degradation.

With the sole view, therefore, of protecting
the honour of your future Doctors of Medicine,
I have already protested in fofo against the new
English Regulations which have been proposed to
you. But 1 would fain hope, Mr Principal, that
the degradation with which our future Doctors of
Medicine are now threatened, may be prevented
by the two previous questions, which I formerly
suggested, with the view of setting this contro-
versy at rest.

The first question is, Whether the Senatus
Academicus will agree or not to continue for three
graduations longer, without any alteration what-
ever, the Statuta Solennia which were followed
at the last graduation? And the second question,
Whether, after that period, they will promulgate
to their Students an improved edition of the for-






