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OPINION delivered by Dr DuNciAN Sen., at a
Meeting of the Senatus Academicus of the Uni-
versity of Ldinburgh, held on the 20th of March
1824, respecting d Memorial and Petition from
Dr Hanmmron, Professor of Midwifery, to the
Lord Provost, Magistrates, and Tt own-Council

of Edinburgh.

Mpnr PRINCIPAL,

WE are now met to decide upon a question, which I thmk
is of great importance to the University of Edinburgh ; and
I shall beg leave briefly to state my opinion on that subject.
That I may do this m as few words, and as explicitly, as 1
am able, T have put my sentiments in writing. That opinion,
after having deliberately read all the long papers that now lie
upon your table, I have endeavoured to form, without par-
tiality or prejudice. I can at least say with confidence, that,
in this question, I have no pecuniary intevest {o promote, no
successful rival to oppose, nio private enmity to oratify. But
T consider myself as bound in duty to support the honour and
interest of the University as long as I am able.

I need not tell the Senatus Academicus, that the same im-
portant question came under consideration about eight years
ago. Dr Hamilton then applied to the University to be re-
ceived, not as an Adjunct to the Faculty of Medicine, as Dr
Young and his father had been for many years before him,
but as a Member of that Faculty, exercising all the powers
and privileges with regard to Graduation, which other Mem-
bers of the Medical Faculty possess. He, at the same time,
explicitly told-us, that it was neither his object to claim any
chare of the Fees for Graduation, nor to take any share of
the troublesome office of an Examinator. All he wanted
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For these reasons, which to me appear ‘perfectly unan-
swerable, unless by subtleties and quibbles, the Medical Fa-
‘culty were unanimously against granting the request of
Dr Hamilton in the year 1815. And the Senatus Acade-
micus, to the best of my recollection, unanimously adopt-
‘ed that opinion; for not one member supported Dr Hamil-
ton’s request. And although no formal decision is te be found
-recorded in-our minutes, yet I for one, trusted that the ques-
tion was completely set at rest. In.place, therefore, of -ad-
miring Dr Hamilton’s patience in waiting for so many years,
I am astonished ke has not .vested. contented with continuing
to enjoy all the privileges which any of his predecessors ever
enjoyed before him; and that he has again thought of re-
viving a claim which runs a very great risk of disturbing the
harmony of the University.

He has, however, now adopted, what, in my opinion, 1s-a
+highly culpable mode of accomplishing the object at which he
formerly aimed. He has presented a Memorial and Petition
to the Lord Provost, Magistrates and Town Council, request-
‘ing them to grant him a new Commission, conferring upon
him privileges which are in express contradiction to the sta-
-tutes of theUniversity for conferring the degree of Doctor
of Medicine. That Petitton and Memorial the Town have
transmitted to you, that they may be informed of your opi-
-nion respecting his request. These papers have led to long,
and, in my apprehension, very improper discussions, in which
Dr Hamilton and the Faculty of Medicine have shamefully
dissected each others labours. Considering myself s an
‘Emeritus Professor, and having entirely withdrawn from the
-duty of Examinations for Degrees in Medicine, I have, on
ithe present occasion, taken no part in the discussions of the
Faculty. But T shall now, in a very few words, state my
-opinion respecting Dr Hamilton’s Memorial and Petition to
the Town Council, and the answer which I think the University
-ought to return to the Honourable Patrons. That answer is the
result entirely of my own deliberate consideration of the sub-

ject. I have formed no party to support it, and I have not
-even communicated it to a single colleague in the University.






5

thology, and Therapeutics. After being being far advanced
in life, T was anxious to be relieved from some part of my
labour, and the Town-Council allowed me in my old age the
assistance of a coadjutor and successor recommended by my-
self. To my present coadjutor Dr Alison, I have assigned
entirely the last of these branches, the Therapeutics, or Me-
thodus Medendi, as it has been styled. The Therapeia gene-
ralis, Dr Hamilton well knows, is merely a different mode of
teaching the cure of diseases from that which 1s followed in
the Therapeia specialis, or Practice of Medicine, as it is in
general denominated. In the Therapeia specialis, the lecturer
proceeds from diseases to indications, and from indications to
remedies. In the Therapeia generalis, the order is reversed.
He proceeds from explaining the operation of classes of reme-
dies, Purgatives, Sudorifics, and others, to the indications of
cure which these classes are fitted to fulfil; and from indica-
tions he proceeds to the diseases, which they may be employed
to cure. On this important and immediately practical part of
our mutual course, while I have regularly given five lectures
every week on the Philosophy of Medicine, Dr Alison has as
regularly employed two. lectures every week in teaching the
cure of diseases. By this means, the students of the Institu-
tions have had, for these three winters past, without any ad-
dition to the stated fee, a more extended course of the Theory
of Medicine than was ever before delivered at the University
of Edinburgh. And will any man venture to assert, that,
from this course, students can derive no knowledge which
may assist them in the cure of diseases?

Such, Mr Principal, are the unjust and injurious obser-
vations, with which Dr Hamilton, in a printed Memorial pre-
sented to the Patrons of the University, has chosen to stigma-
tise me. I shall only farther remark on his Memorial, that
it is an equally false and scandalous libel upon some other Me-
dical Professors, and that, in my opinion, it ought to be se-
verely and publicly reprimanded by order of the Senatus
Academicus.

Of Dr Hamilton’s petition to the Town-Council, I shall
say very little.  From his Patrons he asks a new commission,
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