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A Biblivgraphical Demonstration. 9

M. Littré contends that this passage from Plato, who lived
shortly after the date aseribed to Hippoerates, proves that
Hippocrates was a physician; of the Island of Cos; of
the family of the Asclepiada; that he taught medicine,
and received fees for doing so; further, that as the words
are put into the mouth of Socrates, these two great men
must have been contemporaries. This little glimpse shows
you the kind of evidence which can be adduced to prove the
veritable existence of Hippocrates and his approximate date.
Another passage is quoted by M. Littré (vol. 1, p. 72) from
Aristotle who, although somewhat later, is still near enough
to be an important witness (Politics, Lib. vii, Cap. 4), “ When
we speak of the great Hippocrates we understand not the
man, but the physician.”

In his elaborate and learned introduction, M. Littré goes
into this discussion in great detail, quoting from Plato,
Aristotle and others; certain phrases in their works being
adduced to show that these ancient authors were familiar
with certain portions of the Hippoeratiec writings.

From the necessity of this accumulation of proof, it must be
evident to you that there is no reliable “ Life” of Hippocrates.
Three “lives” are referred fo, the most important being one by
Soranus, or rather according to Soranus (Karé Zwpavov). This
has been repeatedly published, and is appended to the edition
by Ermerins, as I show you, both in a Greek and Latin text.

There are insuperable difficulties in deciding who this Soranus
really was. It seems certain that he was not the same as the
Ephesian Soranus otherwise well known in medical literature,
although this biographer is also said to have been of Ephesus ;
it has been further supposed that there was also a Soranus
of Cos, who explored the records of that island, and whose
materials were used for the purpose of this biography.

The portraits of Hippocrates are all without authority. 1
show you some representations copied from busts or antique
gems. I also show you portraits prefixed to certain editions
of his works, but as none are authentic, we need not linger
on this subject.
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