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senting smaller divisions of Visitors, have reached me from
time to time in connection with the general correspondence.
One or two of the Sections have embodied their experience
In minutes, made at a meeting either of Superintendents or
of Visitors. One or two gentlemen have written me, at much
greater length, their views upon the subject. Except in a
few instances, it has been impossible for me to do justice
to these valuable communications by separate written acknow-
ledgments; and T have therefore to request that my thanks
for all of them, and the chief practical inferences suggested
to my mind by the perusal of these communications, may be
considered as comprised once for all in this paper.

In general terms it may be stated that, with two exceptions
noted below, the tone of the whole of the replies 1s favourable,
without reserve, to a permanent Scheme of the kind indicated.
In many instances the Visitors express themselves as being
pleased with their charitable and beneficent work, and most
anxious to continue it; in others, the Clergymen or Superin-
tendents convey the like impression as to the favour with
which the Scheme is regarded in their Districts, and state
explicitly that they are prepared to furmish the required
number of Visitors for the future. In one or two instances
views are advanced which demand consideration, and these
will be alluded to immediately in connection with the state-
ments in detail. I think it, however, of more importance to
consider, first, the two exceptional cases above alluded to, as
involving opinions generally more or less unfavourable to a
permanent Scheme. In one of these cases, the Secretary of
one of the larger Sections expresses his personal opinion that
a permanent Scheme of Visitation can with difficulty be
maintained, and (as I understand him) perhaps ought not
to be attempted. .

Tn answer to a particular communication from me, this
gentleman writes as follows; and as the document is not
written officially or in the name of the section, I tlm?k ft
better to withhold the name of the writer, and to deal with it
as the opinion of an individual, though of one who has given
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Division of Calton to Abercromby Street and William Street,
shows that a population of upwards of 50,000 has been
diligently visited by about 230 Visitors from 12 different
Congregations; including three Established, three United
Presbyterian, two Free Church, one Evangelical Union, one
Episcopalian, one Roman (atholic, and one Wesleyan. The
reception of the Visitors is stated to have been “generally or
almost universally favourable,” and the improved appearance
of many of the dwellings showed that “the advice given was
in most cases acted upon.” It i, therefore, only a question
of time and of men, not in any respect of zeal and goodwill,
whether this Section may be able by its own unassisted efforts
to support a permanent staff of Visitors upon any plan which
may be proposed. It will be observed that the proportion of
families to each Visitor during the late crisis cannot have
been less than between 40 and 50—a proportion which I
should regard as probably too great, especially n the case of
a population so largely composed of the working-classes, to
be permanently maintained without an undue strain upon
this benevolent agency.

The other communication referred to as containing views
generally unfavourable to the permanency of the movement,
‘s from one of the Superintendents who has given most
anwearied attention to the Visitation in its temporary form,
but who, like the preceding, writes only as conveying a
persnnal opinion. It is right, however, to state, that this
gentleman is an influential member of the Roman Catholic
Church. He writes:—

«T am asked my opinion as to the permanent action of
the present organization, and I shall give it candidly. Itis
an extraordinary one, and I think cannot be expected to
operate but in extraordinary circumstances, viz., in times of
emidemics, cholera, &c. It can be kept in action so long as
there is any apprehension of cholera. When that fear ceases,
it might also stop working. However, 1 am of opinion that
the organization should remain as it is, but passive; wating
any future occasion, when a word from the Sanitary Depart-
ment could put the whole machinery in motion.”
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I shall for the present avoid making any remarks upon this
communication. My views on the general subject will appear
further on,

Among the much more numerous Reports which may be
described as entirely favourable to the principle of a
permanent Visitation, on a basis more or less similar to the
present, there are few which require to be singled out as
placing this opinion on any statement of reasons different
from the rest. The Rev. Mr. Macgregor, of the Tron Church,
has expressed what I believe to be the general opinion, in
terms so brief and yet so clear, that, as coming from one
whose work lies in the very centre of the most dangerous
district, his few words will add great weight to this Report:—

“The visitors have been very much gratified with the
cordial reception which they have almost universally received.
It is their unanimous opinion that the present system of
visitation should be continued for at least some time to come,
although the visits need not be so frequent.”

Not less to the point, though a little more in detail, are the
recommendations of the Rev. Mr. M‘Coll, in reporting on the
operations of Section IV., which includes the whole of the
worst, districts lying west of the High Street, from the river
to Cathedral Street:—

“On all hands the Visitors report a cordial welcome from
the people. In some of the places most noted for habifual
dirt and disorder—such as Jeffrey’s Close and others—the
most marked imprevement was visible from the first; stairs,
as well as houses, being almost models of cleanliness.

There seemed to be no difficulty in securing a sufficient
number of intelligent Visitors. The various Congregations
engaged had in reserve more visitors than were needed; and
the various Superintendents report the utmost diligence and
enthusiasm on the part of all engaged.

The Sub-Conveners of this Section are unanimous in their
approval of the experiment that has been made. There has
been no difficulty in subdividing the work among the
various Congregations, or in allocating the Visitors. They
believe that a permanent agency of this kind, acting in
concert with the regular Sanitary Staff, ought to form one of
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the constituted charities of the city. They believe that in
AUy case the present movement will add a new and important
element to the Standing Mission Agencies connected with
the various Congregations in the city ; but there are manifest
advantages in having a united effort of this kind brought to
.]Je_ar on the general health of the community. The Districts,
1618 suggested, might be left with the present Sub-Committees,
such a number of Visitors being kept on as may, perhaps at
more lengthened intervals than Now, preserve an interest in
Sanitary Matters, not only in the various localities visited,
but among the Visitors themselves. A reserve of Visitors
might be kept enrolled, so that on the first note of alarm

from the Sanitary Office the various posts might be again, as
now, fully occupied.”

The Rev. Wm. Scott, of Ebenczer Chapel, Waterloo Street,
expresses in like earnest and strong terms his desire for the
Permanence of the movement ; and states, as do the authors
of several other communications, that in its future progress it
might gradually develop a character more in harmony with its
origin, by leaving the « nspection and correction of external
nuisances to the police” more than hitherto, and directing
the attention of the Visitors more to the internal domestic
arrangements,  With this letter and its object my sympathy
is very great, and I have answered 1t privately at some
length. There can be no doubt that external nuisances are,
technically, a matter of police, and that the more the atten-
tion of voluntary visitors can be withdrawn from them the
better. It is to he remembered, however, that the police
force is a fluctuating body of men, chosen, in many instances,
from a rank in society that does not always ensure great
refinement of habits or accurate knowledge of sanitary details,
even as regards the most common nuisances, Moreover, this
force numbers only about 700, and the duties of each member
of it are very numerous, apart altogether from the detection of
causes of physical offence in outlying courts and alleys, I
desire neither to criticize nor to defend a body from whom
we derive important assistance, when I state advisedly that
nuisances of a very serious kind may frequently be in full
operation, either unknown to the police, or not considered
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by the officer on duty to form a case for his interference.
In many of the worst courts there is a state of mormal
uncleanliness (as it might be called) due to the almost
incorrigible habits of the population, and nothing short of
an influence upon them, extending both to the inside and the
outside of the dwelling, will awaken a sense of what is due
to decency, and to the comfort of their less degraded neigh-
bours. The policeman, observing this daily as a fact beyond
his control, becomes gradually accustomed to 1t; his mind 1s
« subdued to what it works in,” and from the nature of his
official relation to the people, he is disabled from raising them
up to a higher level of physical comfort by the only real remedy
of friendly personal intercourse, entitling him to give advice.
Under these circumstances, I think the Sanitary Visitor, who
carries mo official preseription, will often be able to awaken
a sense of responsibility on the part of the inhabitants of
such places for the state even of the exterior of their houses,
and to inform them of the means by which grievous faults of
cleanliness, &c., are to be remedied.

Tn the main, however, I agree with Mr. Secott, that the
chief attention of the Sanitary Visitor, under a permanent
Scheme, would be devoted to the interior of the dwelling, and
the promotion there of habits of cleanliness, regularity, tem-
perance, economy, domestic comfort, and happiness, and all
that is connected with these, whether as cause or effect. This
feeling has been so eloquently and truly expressed in the
recently published Report of Section I (see Newspapers of
February 23), that it is unnecessary for me to say more than
to express my entire concurrence in the statements in the last
half of that excellent Report, with the single qualification
above-mentioned as to the question of the competency of the
Police, unaided, to deal satisfactorily with external nuisances.
Tt is, however, I trust, by no means improbable that time,
and a gradually increasing experience, may develop so much
additional efficiency in the different departments of the
municipal service, as to dispense with any except occasional
causes of complaint on the part of Visitors. In the mean-
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time, the Sanitary Office presents itself as a medium of
communication for the reporting of such complaints in the
Proper quarter, and it will continue to perform this duty
m the event of g permanent Visitation movement being
mstituted.*

There is another point on which Mr. Secott’s letter is
Suggestive of ideas that must have occured to many of the
Visitors, but which would form S0 considerable an extension
of the original programme, that they can, in the meantime,
only be thrown out as topics for discussion. He writes:—

“The Visitors (of Mr, Scott’s Sub-Section) feel deeply that
merely to examine the internal state of the dwellings of the
poor, and use means for their amelioration—vhile it may
worthily occupy part of g Christian Visitor's attention——
ought not to engross the whole, They meet with cases of
sickness and destitution, as well as moral and spiritual wants;
and they crave the liberty and the means of ministering to
these necessities. It seems a mockery to talk of cleanlinéss
and wholesome habits of living to those who, through afflje-
tion or dearth of employment, are almost deprived of the
means of living at all, .~ . | Our Visitors therefore
ask, could a fund be raised by voluntary subscription, and
entrusted to the visitors throughout the city, for distribution
to the deserving poor? Could a staff of Visitors be organized
from various cﬁumhes, of sufficient diserimination, and pru-
dence, and energy, to administer such a fund? Or could so
great a revolution be effected as this, that the legal poor-
rates should be dispensed by the present officials on the
recommendation of the district Visitors? If a satisfactory
settlement of these questions could be found, we believe
that a great deal of good might be done, and a vast amount
of secret sorrow might be alleviated.”

Mr. Scott is probably more or less aware (but some of the
readers of this Report may not) that these are precisely the

* It seems desirable to explain, with reference to certain complaints of
representations which have not been attended to, that every complaint made
in proper form, and which was found, on examination, to be well founded,
um{] presumably remediable, has been funmnlqﬂ_at once to the proper
executive department. In some instances the difficulties experienced have
been considerable, and numerous representations have been made to the

Sanitary Committee, especially in regard to the more frequent cleansing of
ashpits, &c.

S T
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questions raised in this city by Dr. Chalmers in 1821, mn
connection with the missionary operations carried on by him
as minister of St. John's Parish, with such marvellous energy
and success, during his too brief incumbency; with this
difference, that, instead of seeking any share of control over
the legal funds for the relief the poor, Dr. Chalmers formally
abandoned all claim to these funds; and, without hesitation,
assumed the entire relief out of the church-door collections,
of a parish of 10,000 inhabitants: acting herein on his
cherished and firmly-maintained principle, that legal relief
was altogether an error—an extravagant and demoralizing
system—and therefore altogether inconsistent with a sound
political economy, and an effective administration of Christian
charity. The keen and warm debates which attended the
promulgation of these views, both at this time and twenty
years afterwards, have not, even now, resulted in any approach
to uniformity in opinion; and it may therefore be taken for
granted, that the relief of destitution in general is too com-
plicated and serious an operation to be contemplated at -
present in connection with our Visitation movement. At the
same time, there 18 a class of cases to which relief from
charitable funds might often be afforded, under a wise and
systematic control, so as not to be liable to abuse or excess.
When there is sickness, or severe accident of a temporary
kind, in a poor family, parochial relief is often inexpedient
or impossible; indeed, so long as the head of the family is
able to work, relief is absolutely denied by law, however
urgent the circumstances. In cases of epidemic disease,
under special conditions laid down in the Glasgow Police Act,
a limited and exceptional relief may in such cases be afforded
by the Magistrates’ Committee; and in times of fever or
cholera, this mode of relief is sufficiently elastic to cover
nearly the whole difficulty as regards these diseases. But in
ordinary seasons it would be greatly in the public interest,
that some means of protecting the sick poor from sudden
destitution and hardship should be vested in hands sufficiently
skilled and business-like to guard against imposition and
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sickness ought to be maintained. Arrangements with the
Parochial Boards, with the Sanitary Office, and other public
departments, would be areatly facilitated by passing all busi-
ness through a single Committee; and if the administration of
pecuniary or other charity comes to form a considerable part
of the Scheme, it will be absolutely essential that the books
and other information relating to the whole city should be
lept, and all such business transacted, from a single office.
Moreover, it has become apparent that some of the Sections.
are much more self-supporting, so to speak, than others.
Something might be done to reduce this inequality—to bring
the strong to the aid of the weak—by means of a Central
Committee, who might so arrange that very necessitous
districts, with large populations wholly or almost entirely
composed of the classes devoid of much leisure, might
receive a certain proportion of Visitors or Superintendents
from other more favourably situated districts.

All these questions, however, and others, will require
careful consideration in eonnection with past experience, and
with a view to future efficiency; and, in submitting these
few suggestions, it is not my wish to anticipate the discussion
of them, but rather to furnish data for their due considera-
tion by an impartial Representative Committee—the nomi-
nation of which, I trust, will be one of the useful results of
the aggregate meeting of Visitors and others, which it is
proposed to hold on the 19th inst. And as I shall have an
opportunity on that occasion of joining with the Authorities
in an expression of warm and cordial thanks to all who have
given so much of their time and attention to this good work,
I may be excused if I simply but gratefully acknowledge at
present the personal kindness and courtesy which, in the
discharge of public duty, it has been my good fortune to
receive from all concermned in the Sanitary Visitation of
1866.

The good results of that movement, in promoting the
welfare of the poor, have been not less apparent to me than
its admirable influence in kindling, through society at large,
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remained; for there is no doubt that, although the fear
which called the movement into operation was happily not
realized, still the visitation has been, productive of much good
to_the lower classes; and I hope one result of this evening’s
deliberations may be that all seetions of the community—
all the various congregations throughout the city—may unite
In making some arrangement by which, in a greater or less
degree, this visitation may be continued. (Applause) We
regret  exceedingly that, in consequence of this meeting
having inadvertenily been fixed for Good Friday, many gentle-
men who take a deep interest in this movement have been
prevented from attending, Numerous letters of apology have
been sent, but I will read only one or two of them —His
Lordship then read the following letters from the Revs, R. S,
Oldham, Dr. Eadie, and J. Farmer (R.CC):—

“194 Renfrew Street, April 17, 1867.

“My DEAR Sir,—1Tt is a matter of great regret to me that, from
the Sanitary Meeting having been ecalled for Good Friday, the
Episcopal clergy of the city will be virtually excluded from taking
part in it. Apart from all other considerations, most of us have
evening services on that day, and so cannot either attend ourselves
or ask our people to do so. No doubt the object of the meeting is
one quite in harmony with the spirit of the day; and indeed the
work of Christian sympathy and kindness which it is called to
inaugurate, can only be properly conducted with the spectacle of
the first Good Friday in view. But for that very reason I feel
disappointed at not being able to take part in it. I feel this the
more because it has long been a subject of deep and serious regret
to me that there is not a more common and united action among
those who are endeavouring to carry out henevolent and philan-
thropic objects among the poor in Glasgow. The Sanitary Movement -
seemed likely fo achieve in some degree such a result, and T trust
may yet be found to do so, T wish to add that T think the thirty-
three gentlemen who acted as visitors from my own congregation
performed their duty in so efficient a manner as to entitle them to
the highest praise. Any services I can render in the same good
cause for the future ave entirvely at the disposal of the Lord Provost;
and I am, dear Sir, yours faithfully,

“ Professor Gairdner. “R. 8. OLpHAM.”

13 Lansdowne Crescent, Glasgow, Friday.

“ My DeAr S1r,—I regret that it is out of my power to be at
your meeting to-night, The Visitation Scheme has done immense
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the approach of epidemic cholera became so clearly defined
and so threatening as to call for instant preparations on the
part of the authorities for a possible outbreak. (See Appendix
No. 1) Among these preparations were many .which need
scarcely be alluded to here—the organization of medical
assistance, of drugs, hospitals, comforts for the sick, transport,
& preventive service, regulations for the harbour, an ALCEssOTY
cleansing service, distribution and supervision of water supply,
&c., &e.  In so far as these powers were to be exercised on. a
footing of epidemic pressure, they were vested by law in the
Magistrates’ Committee; in so far as they were mere develop-
ments of ordinary powers, they emanated from the Board of
Police as a whole, guided, in most instances, by the recom-
mendations of its Sanitary Committee. In the ve beginning
of August, accordingly, the extraordinary powers nrfythe Magis-
trates’ Committee were brought into operation, and it was
seen to be expedient to intrust to the Lord Provost (Mr. John
Blackie, jun.), and the medical officer, & large discretion in
making appointments and providing material preparations of

the kind above referred to. The medical service, though .
naturally a source of great anxiety and consideration, pre- .
sented no important difficulty: about eighty medical gentlemen |,
of established reputation, and a considerable number of junior
volunteers, were in a short time found ready to act under

regulations issued by the Magistrates’ Committee, to any
extent to which their services might be required in the differ-
ent districts assigned to them. The steps taken as regards
hospitals are already well known to the public; and it is only
necessary to state that the Magistrates were most fully pre-
pared for almost any conceivable emergency in the treatment
of actual disease, and had formally relieved the parishes from
all direct responsibility for choleraic cases, in order to secure
to the utmost the simplicity and uniformity of action necessary
in giving medical relief in a disease of such extreme and rapid

character. But there remained this serious difficulty—How -
were the instructions thought necessary for the general .
population of so large a eity to be carried to 90,000 households -

m the spirit of friendly advice, and without creating panic or
even undue alarm? How were the great lessons of the epi-
demic, the well-ascertained facts as to its causation and
prevention, the knowledge of the means provided, the errors
of detail in individual households, the remedies for these
errors, the necessity for instant information in certain cases,
the mode of giving that information, to be conveyed simul-
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taneously, as it were, to all points of this complicated society
of nearly half a million of people 2 The task was not an easy,
perhaps it was an impossible, one; yet 1t was in the effort to
solve this great difficulty that the authorities found themselves
face to face with the position that ended in the Sanifary
Visitation movement, of which we have met to-night to
celebrate the successful issue.

The first attempt to enlist the Christian beneficence of the
churches on behalf of the preparations for the epidemic was
not, however, of the kind above alluded to. An appeal was
made by the Medical Officer on the 16th August, through
a circular letter printed under the authority of the Magis-
trates, to each congregation in Glasgow, to aid in furnishing,
1st, a staff of nurses to be enrolled for active service 1 -
case of a severe epidemic; and, 2nd, a certain number -
of lady superintendents of murses to control and regulate -
the new material thus intended to be orgamized in the -
face of an emergency. The suceess of this appeal was -
very limited; indeed it soon became apparent (as was in some
degree foreseen) that the education and traiming of a staff of
efficient nurses, and even the discovery of materials for such
a staff, is not at all a work to be done under the pressure of -
an epidemic season. A few names were enrolled by Dr. .
Russell at the City of Glasgow Fever Hospital, and every .
care was taken to develop as far as possible the results of
this movement; but it cannot be denied that had cholera
appeared in Glasgow last year with anything approaching the
severity of previous epidemics, or of the late epidemic in the
east end of London, or in many small towns and villages in
Scotland, there would have been a frightful amount of suffer-
ing due to the inadequate care of the sick, from the nearly
absolute want of trustworthy nurses to attend on them at
their own homes. I abstain however, from pursuing the
subject, as foreign to the object of this meeting.

The appeal to the churches, however, was much more
fruitful in another direction. The necessity existing for the
services of approved persons as “visitors of districts, to act
under the instructions of the Sanitary and Medical Staff)”
had been brought under the notice of many persons whose
spontaneous eagerness for an opportunity of doing good
proved in the end much stronger than was at all anticipated;
inasmuch as the authorities, however desirous of carrying out
the programme of the Medical Officer, had certainly not been
led to expect so large a sacrifice of time and of ease on the
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part of so many independent and non-official persons as it
was subsequently proved could be drawn into the field by the
sense of Christian duty. A few days after the letter above
referred to, the Medical Officer received a visit from the Rev.
J. Marshall Lang, who, speaking on behalf of a number of
the clergymen m Anderston with whom he had been in
communication, stated that a very strong feeling had been
expressed that something of a systematic kind might be done
by the various churches acting in combination; not only with
the view of supporting the authorities in their preparations
against the epigemi::, but also in order to give a practical
direction to the Christian sympathy of the numerous con-
grega,tiuna of the West End, who felt that the critical period
emanded more than ordinary exertion, and that these
exertions would be more effective if pursued by the churches
in common, under the direction of the Medical Officor. It
need hardly be added that this generous and well-timed
proposal was immediately and gladly accepted, and became
the germ of the Sanitary Visitation of 1866, Within & very
few days more a committee had been formed, of which the
Rev. A. N. Somerville acted as convener, while the Rev. Mr,
Lang was honorary secretary. A scheme was next drawn
out, which included every congregation having its operations
within the district, and, with the aid of Mr. Mortimer Evans,
Some progress was soon made towards mapping out the
western district of the city, so as to show the approximate
population of each separate row of buildings, with the view
of assigning a field to each congregation corresponding to
the number of its volunteers, which was ascertained by
frequent conferences, and by the cordial co-operation of the
heads and office-bearers in each congregation. In the end,
the preliminary work of subdivision was successfully accom-
plished, chiefly through the personal devotion of the gentle-
men above named and a few others, both clergymen and
laymen; and on the 12th of September %50 of the visitors
were actually at work in their districts. On the evening of
that day the whole body of visitors already enrolled was
addressed by Dr. Gairdner and Dr. Dunlop on behalf of the
Sanitary Authorities, and furnished with information as to
the precautionary measures to be adopted against cholera,
and as to the nature of the instructions which had been
officially prepared, in so far as these could be made available
in the houses of the poor by the visitors.
Meantime the contagion of the Anderston movement, so to
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the Cleansing Department, and the almost numberless supplies
of whitewash issued to the poor at the instance of visitors
through the Sanitary Office, it is beyond all question that a
great and useful work was in most distriets faithfully and
nobly performed. It would be presumption to assert that
cholera was arrested by the Sanitary Visitation: but knowing
the fact that cholera was most marvellously stayed in Glasgow
in 1866, and that its entire vietims were not more than 4d—
or, including choleraic diarrheea, 68—in a city of nearly half
a million of inhabitants, it may be not altogether presump-
tuous to suppose that this Visitation, among other causes,
may have been among the preservative influences by
which a great calamity has been, so far, averted from
the city. Accordingly, on the 20th December, the
Medical Officer having reported to a meeting of conveners
of the nine sections that all traces of the epidemic had
ceased, it was unanimously agreed “to recommend to the
various churches within the sections a service of thanksgiving
to Almighty God on the 1st day of 1867, for the merciful
preservation of the city from choleraic disease.” This recom-
mendation, though studiously divested of every appearance
of authority, and placed upon the footing of a perfeetly
spontaneous movement of the churches, was very generally
followed out at the date recommended; and every one must
have been favourably impressed with the solemnity and
sincerity of this great act of worship, performed as the fitting
close of a work in which all forms and modes of difference of
opinion in the things belonging to God had been for a time
forgotten. (See Appendix No. 2.)

It is not for me, my Lord Provost, to point the moral
of this movement, considered from the religious point of
view; but I cannot refrain from one remark, which brin
into view an aspect of our Sanitary Visitation not to be lost
sight of, T trust, in any future development of it. Those
primary needs which are expressed under the term “sanitary”
—cleanliness, ventilation, free space in the home, decency, .
external comfort—may be of small account as compared with

reater and more spiritual things in the eye of God, but they
ie at the very root of the idea of civilization. And since it
has pleased God to place our very highest emotions, in many
instances, under the control of the bodily appetites, so that
the more urgent need of the body will assert itself even before
the soul ean begin to be satisfied, may we not find in this
order of things which Divine Providence has made for us the
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then proposed the following resolution:—¢That the thanks
of the authorities are hereby most cordially tendered to
the superintendents, visitors, and others who, during the
late apprehended epidemic of cholera, combined with such
promptitude and energy to aid the Magistrates and Sanitary
Unmm{ttee by diffusing information from house to house, and
otherwise employing personal influence among the poor and
among all classes of the community, so as to secure increased
attention to order, sobriety, cleanliness, and other eireum-
stances bearing on the public health. Further, that the
thanks of the authorities are due, and are hereby given, to
the Rev. J. Marshall Lang, as Honorary Secretary to the
General Committee; and also to Mark Bannatyne, Esq., and
Mortimer Evans, Esq, C.E., who (the former as Honorary
Secretary for sectional business, and the latter as Surveyor in
the preparation of district maps) rendered important services
to the movement,”

Councillor ARTHUR, in seconding the resolution, said—As
a member of the section of the Police called the Sanita
!'Jommij;tee, I have had much pleasure, along with Mr. Ure,
in hearing from time to time of the great good which has
issued from the doings of these Sanitary Visitors, I feel
quite satisfied that a meeting like this, gathered to offer the
thanks of the public bodies for the services which this Visita-
tion Association has done, would be incomplete indeed if it
did not issue in forming something of a permanent nature.
Valuable as the results of the past year have been, the objects
of the Association have only been in a partial degree accom-
plished, because there have been given to the people among
whom the visitors have gone many general ideas which may
yet require more nursing to make them permanent. It
would be a pity indeed if the ideas which have been instilled
into the minds of so many should not be still further kept in
their view, so as to impart to the people a higher estimate
of the value of cleanliness, of spacious houses, of the ventila-
tion of those houses, of sobriety, and all the other virtues
which have been so properly placed in their view duriu% the
past year., I am quite satisfied that, in the hands of the
parties by whom it has hitherto been so admirably mamaged,
this work may be carried on to a still more beneficial extent
than it has yet been. We who take part in the public busi-
ness of the city, and, as members of the Police Board, regulate
somewhat the outward sanitary character of the town, would
gladly come here from time to time to tender our most hearty
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represent the “originators” of this movement, and in their
behalf, as well as in my own name, I beg to return the gentle-
men—~Councillor Ure and Councillor Arthur—who genially
proposed a vote of thanks, and the gentlemen present who
so heartily received that proposal, our warmest acknowledg-
ments of all the kind and complimentary expressions that
have been employed. I do not exactly know who my con-
stituents are. I do not know how many are included in the
word “originators;” but whosoever they may be, however
many or however few, I am sure that there is no honour which
they prize more, and no mark of esteem they ever received
which they will value more than the honour conferred, and
the mark of esteem granted this evening by the resolution
now adopted. (Applause.) I have heard of three gentlemen
who may be regarcﬁ:d as the first beginning of this movement.
Dr. Gairdner once spoke of a clergyman whom he had met, and
to whom he had stated some of his difficulties concerning the
procuring of nurses and other officials. The reply was, “ You
should appeal to the churches, and you will get what you want.”
I have no right to state who that clergyman was—I have an
idea,and,if I am in the right, he is a verydistinguished minister
of the Free Church in this city. That same day, Dr. Gairdner
mentioned, the person who now addresses you called upon
him. All I had to do was simply to give Dr. Gairdner the
opportunity of developing and carrying out this great move-
ment; and whatever may be sald with regard to other sec-
tions, I can say of Section No. 1, that we have felt him
throughout to be the presiding genius of all our plans and
works. (Applause.) It would be out of place, my Lord, if
I referred to the past of this noble movement. That has
already been touched upon in the beautiful words of Dr.
Gairdner, and it would be impertinence in me were I to
attempt any thing further in that direction. I believe I
know that great direct results have been achieved; I believe
I know that great imdirect results have been achieved. If
for nothing else, I think this movement marks a new era,
in that it has brought together hundreds of Christian men
who are constrained by the love of Christ, and who have
given shape to the conviction that the “enthusiasm of
humanity,” of which lately we have read so much, means
a love of the brother like unto Christ's for us—a love
that takes up and incorporates his whole soul into every
good work of faith, (Applause) May I be allowed a
word or two as to the future. I feel that thisis the “one
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sent, cannot reach the root of the evil. The district that I
am reporting on will, I believe, bear a favourable comparison
with any portion of Glasgow as densely populated; and yet it
is very far from what it should be in point of cleanliness.
These crowded courts should be cleaned daily, even twice
a day, morning and evening, by the police. Ash-pits and
privies should be carefully cleaned morning and evening, the
courts swept, and the whole contents carried beyond the
boundaries of the city. It is vain to expect cleanliness till -
this is done. No doubt this would revolutionize the existing
system of the Cleansing Department; but the sooner this is
done the better. Then, in place of a dozen of scavengers
sweeping a street together, sometimes slowly and indiffer-
ently, we would have every portion within the police boun-
daries of the city divided into manageable stations, and a
scavenger for every station, whose duty it would be to clean
his station morning and evening, in time for the public cart
coming round to carry all away. Under an arrangement of
this sort, if any street, or lane, or court, or corner was not so
clean as it should be, we could lay our hand on the man who
was to blame for it: that cannot be done just now. T there-
fore come to the conclusion, that so long as potato parings,
fish bones, night soil, &e., &ec., continue to be thrown into ash- -
pits, and these ash-pits, and their allies the common privies, are
left undisturbed for days or weeks together, in densely crowded -
localities, in many cases within a few feet of dwelling-houses
of one or two apartments, containing their full complement of
inmates, visitations such as I have been engaged in cannot
be anything else than useless. They cannot touch the root
of the evil. Valuable time is sﬁent, money in a variety
of forms is expended; and after all the reports are given in,
and the visitors commended for their diligence, the evil is not
as much as touched, far less mitigated or removed. The
courts and streets are left as dirty as before, and the ash-pits
and their accompaniments are sending in at every open door
and window in these back lands the same pestilential fumes
which they were wont to do before the Visitation b»_agau,. If,
however, a goodly portion of the visitors should be impressed
with the need there now is of a more thorough and systematic
mode of keeping the city clean by the public authorities, and
if they would just say so, as I now venture to do, the Visita-
tion might yet be productive of great and valuable results.
Now, my Lord, one word to my teetotal friends, Let them
think how far these filthy courts that I have been describing
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Gairdner; and, from what we know of the past, I cannot
doubt that a great work was done in this city, the effect of
which ‘was to benefit the families visited, and, along with
other means, under the blessing of God, to restrain, or af all
events to mitigate very decidedly, the threatened visitation
of that fearful pestilence, the cholera. I think we cannot but
desire, with one heart and with one voice, to tender our
thanks to the gentlemen who took so earnestly and heartily
the initiative in carrying out the arrangements which were
80 successfully carried out. Let me say here one or two
words in regard to the proposed continuance of this move-
ment, referring also in some measure to what has fallen from
the last speaker. I cannot help thinking that, if it shall seem
right to the Committee appointed to endeavour to carry out
the proper general orgamisation of a Sanitary Visitation
Committee—whether you propose there should simply be
sanitary visitation, or that there should be combined with
that occasional aid in cases that don’t fall directly under the
Parochial Boards—I cannot help thinking that it would be a
most beneficial work, and that those visitors who might
continue it have a very great deal before them, perhaps
beyond what they had to do in the past. They have
been directing the attention of the people to what is all-
important to them—the ventilation and cleansing of their
houses, and the cleansing of their persons; but there is
something more that the community have to be taught
to attend to. They must learn, and have 1t pressed upon
them, that they ought themselves to give some atten-
tion to the surroundings of their dwellings—to see that their
door-steps, for instance, as well as the inside of the door, is
kept clean, and that it is their business to see to that and not
orily the business of the community. (Applause) Every
householder must see, for his own sake, that a broom is well
used at his own door; for unless he is trained to see the
importance of this duty, it will be perfectly iml]scssible, under
any arrangement whatever, that the public authorities can be
able to keep the courts and closes clean. (Applause.) The
present arrangements are by no means perfect. New arrange-
ments will come into operation during the present year, giving
greater powers to the police authorities in the cleansing depart-
ment; but I say advisedly, that under the best police arrange-
ments it will be quite impossible to keep these courts and
closes clean, unless the inmates of them learn not to throw out
those fish bones referred to, not to throw out filth or anything
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with the Lord Provost as representing the city, were to call
a meeting on any Friday with reference to doing good to the
Chinese, we would have a very large meeting. 1 could conjec-
ture, too, that at this moment you might have a bumper
meeting to discuss many aspects of the question of the
Reform of the House of Commons. I might hazard the
conjecture, also, that if there were a large portion of the
community, including clergymen, magistrates, and people, to
have had last night a serious twinge from cholera, there
would be a very large meeting to talk about its cure and
prevention. But why are there so few met to consider what
affects the good and comfort, not of China, but of Glasgow?
not their own, but their neighbour's good ? Why so few
who come together to express their thanks for cholera having
been kept away, and, as wise and sensible men, to consider
what is to be done for the prevention of that and similar
epidemics in Glasgow? I think there must be some good
excuse for the thinness of the meeting; but, for the life of me,
I cannot find it out. However, I need not detain you
longer with such preliminary remarks, but will proeceed to
the consideration of this, which, I think, is a very important
resolution—

““ That a Committee be appointed to consider how far the objects
aimed at in the late Sanitary Visitation, and other collateral
objects connected with the relief of disease and destitution among
the poor, may be accomplished in ordinary as well as epidemic
seasons by means of a permanent organization in Glasgow, so con-
stituted as to secure the support and sympathy of all parties, while
avoiding interference with the ordinary parochial relief on the one
hand, and the missionary operations of the churches on the other.”

As I understand our position, this meeting is the end of the
Association, so far that its objects have been accomplished;
and we are now in the position of considering whether the
Association, or the members of the Association, under this
or that name, can now be resuscitated, or must be aban-
doned. We have, as members of this great Association, I
think, obtained some very valuable talents. We have accu-
mulated, and those who have been labouring in it, a great
number of well-authenticated facts—facts of immense impor-
tance, as bearing upon the physical, moral, and social condi-
tion of our fellow-citizens. They have been made vividly to
realize, as I take it, as they never did in their lives be-
fore, a vast amount of poverty, wretchedness, dissipation,
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called forth for the good of our city. If this meeting, that
marks the close of one campaign, is, therefore, willing to elect
a Committee, and remit to it for consideration certain questions,
what should our remit be? Now, I had nothing to do with
the drawing up of this motion, I had not the power of being
present at any of the preliminary meetings; nor have I the
most distant conception as to who drew it up. I have had no
communication up till this moment with any person, not
even with Dr. Taylor, my seconder. But it is a motion
which was sent to me, and which I have read, and of
which I most heartily approve. I must, however, notice
here that, in the conclusion of this motion, theré are one or two
phrases—worded, I admit, with very great caution—which
may admit of various interpretations; I may possibly give a
wrong mterpretation of them, The words are these—"to secure
the support and sympathy of all parties, while avoiding inter-
ference with the ordinary parochial relief on the one hand,
and the missionary operations of the churches on the
other.” I ask, What do these words mean? Do they really
express a proposal that the Committee should be free to
consider questions that possibly affect, or are connected with,
parochial relief—questions that may affect, or are connected
with, missionary operations in churches ? 1 hope this is the
meaning of the motion. But when 1 put the question, T am
led to conjecture and to speculate as to what could have
suggested this ending of my motion. I can perfectly conceive,
however, what will account for it; and if I am wrong I can-
not help it. These visitors, in going through the city, seeing
this vast amount of misery and wretchedness, may have been
led to consider what was the cause of all this. I can quite
understand how an intelligent visitor, as he ruminated about
all he had seen in his visitation through the day, should have
said, “T think the causes of this disease and this wretched-
ness and uncleanliness lie a little deeper down than the surface.
I cannot exactly see them on the surface ; may they not arise
from a want, to some extent, of education—a want that implies
a lack of those tastes, that knowledge, those mental habits,
those mental enjoyments, all of which have such a direct
bearing upon the social and the personal condition of the
masses ' 1 can quite well conceive the same person
asking another question—a question that is beyond the
mere intellect—a question that goes down into the spiritual
man, that has to do with the will, the conscience, with
a sense of responsibility, with all the motives that move
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that can attract the eye or ear—when I think of the many
pious souls who, in hoary minsters or rural chapels, have
felt their hearts burn within them as He communed with
them by the way—I feel that it would be a most worthy
commemoration of the first Good Friday, and one that would
be accepted if offered up in the presence of that God whose
name 1s love, in the presence of the Saviour, who, when on
earth, spent His life in going about continually doing good,
and gave Himself as a sacrifice for a wicked world, and in
the presence of mighty angels who are not ashamed to
minister to the heirs of salvation, however rude and poor—
if we were to consecrate ourselves on this day to a work that
would be a blessing to ourselves and others, and if carried
out in the spirit of Him who said, “It is more blessed to
give than to receive”—“Inasmuch as ye have done it unto
one of the least of these my brethren, ye have done it unto
me.” (Applause.)

The Rev. Dr. TAYLOR, in seconding the resolution, said no
one who had read the appalling facts contained in the letter
written by ex-Provost Blackie some months ago, or who had
listened to the excellent speech of Mr. Holms that evening,
could doubt that a permanent orgamization for samitary
purposes was imperatively required in Glasgow. The very
smallness of the present meeting, on which Dr. Macleod had
so justly animadverted, led to the same conclusion, as it
showed the prevailing apathy among the great body of the
citizens in regard to this matter. He had repeatedly been
provoked to say, when witnessing the indifference with which
the intellectual and moral, as well as physical destitution of
the inhabitants of the wynds and closes of Glasgow is regarded
by the great mass of the people, that if they could clap
woolly hair and a black skin on these wretched and degraded
outcasts, and transport them to a distance of five thousand
miles, it would be no difficult matter to excite a strong feeling
for their misery, and to obtain both money and agents to
ameliorate their condition. But there is no romance about
the visitation and instruction of the inhabitants of the
Saltmarket and the Goosedubs; and their neighbours have
been so long accustomed to see their degraded state that it is
nothing thought of. A permanent Association such as was
contemplated would do much good, both directly and ndi-
rectly. Experience had proved that the labours of intelligent
-and kind-hearted visitors would greatly diminish the amount
of disease which prevailed in Glasgow; and it could not be
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ness is a duty which we owe to ourselves; and among the
- objects of our petitions to-morrow, I can conceive of none more
becoming, or more likely to be favourably answered, than that
our hearts and minds may be so guided from above, and our
resolves so confirmed, as to enable us to maintain the advantages
already gained, and to extend the benefits of our scheme of
visitation in some degree beyond the period of emergency which
called forth so much Christian sympathy and active effort on
behalf of the neglected poor. It will, however, be no small
satisfaction to the citizens of Glasgow to know, that during the
entire month of December only one case of cholera has been
reported at the Sanitary Office; and that, notwithstanding the
almost unnatural mildness of the season, the cases even of
diarrhcea reported for some weeks have been quite within the
average number. In consequence of these favourable circum-
stances, it has been determined by the Magistrates to close the
Greendyke Cholera Hospital, retaining, however, such arrange-
ments as will enable it to be opened again on very short notice,
should this become necessary.

It appears from the Registrar-General's returns, that from
August to November cholera proved fatal in Glasgow to 41
persons; and in the eight principal towns of Scotland, during the
same period, to 432 persons. Now, as the population of Glasgow
is, roundly speaking, to that of the eight towns, nearly in the
proportion of 4 to g, while the deaths from cholera were more than
ten times as numerous in the eight towns as in Glasgow, the
statement of these facts, even in this very general form, cannot
fail to carry the conviction that we have made (considering the
character of our population, and their well-known liability to
epidemic disease in general) a most marvellous escape. And
this conviction will assuredly not be lessened in its force when it
15 added, that since the 1st October more than 7oo cases of
diarrhceal disease have been reported and carefully investigated at
the Sanitary Office, 108 of which had more or less resemblance to
cholera, and were probably, indeed, due in various degrees to the
epidemic influence. By far the greater number of these cases
were among the class of the population most prone to epidemic
diseases, and not a few of them in localities notorious as the
haunts of fever, indigence, destitution, and crime. Yet the cases
were mostly scattered, and, as it were, accidental. In no instance,
I think, did the disease take firm root in any one locality; and in
no instance did it spread to more than two, or at the most three,
members of an individual household. We have therefore good
reason to believe, that while the poison of cholera has been
frequently presentin Glasgow during the last four months, its
epidemic prevalence has been singularly restramed Dy conditions
of which I will say no more at present than that they afford the
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Vennel, I entered several with my Bible-woman, at about twelve
‘o'clock noon, and could scarcely find room to stand, the floor was
so completely covered with men and women all fast asleep.  2nd,
‘That the closes should be washed out more frequently than they
are at present. 3rd, That the staircases should have some better
means of ventilation than they have at present. 4th, That some
means should be organized to take away from them the materials
upon which they lie, whether shavings, straw, rags, or blankets.
sth, That zery cheap washing-houses and baths ought to be opened
in the district. And, 6th, That the whole district ought to be
opened up by the contemplated City Improvement Act.”
a o ) o ; o o o

It requires little consideration to see that any efficient sanitary
improvement can never be effected, so long as there exists such
an overcrowding of old dilapidated houses, imperfectly supplied
with pure air and water. It is suggested by some of the visitors
that nothing but the City Improvement Scheme will prove an
adequate remedy for the evils. In the meantime there appears
an imperative duty upon the landlords and factors in such a
locality to improve these dwellings. There is reason to believe
that the class of tenants that ‘occupy them dare not make com-
plaints to their landlords or factors without the risk of being
turned out of the premises; and it is very desirable that some aid
should be afforded to such persons of enforcing their complaints
through the Sanitary Committee or the police.® In several
instances there is not a sufficient supply of water at the stair-heads
for the number of families in the land, nor for the purpose of
washing the jawboxes, which are too frequently out of repair and
in a state of filth. ¥ = o g 8

We have only farther to add, that the visitation has been
attended with most beneficial results, even viewed as a temporary
precaution in case of cholera. It is well worthy of consideration
whether -it should not be continued as a permanent means of
amelioration among the dwellings of the poor. If properly
organized, and judiciously managed and worked out, it might
prove the most effective agency that could be employed with the
view of reaching the internal domestic arrangements of the people,
and in promoting cleanliness and comfort in their homes.

The returns of the visitors accompany this report.t

For Committee of Visitors,
PETER MACLEOD.

GLASGOW, 174k April, 1867.

# The difficulty usually is not in enforcing improvements where good ground
for complaint exists, but much more commonly in the fact that occupiers are
either tdo ignorant or too careless to make complaints in many cascs where
evils only require to be known in order 10 be remedied.—W. T. G.

4 The omitted portions of the report are not less valuable than those here

inserted, though less suitable for publication,.—W. T. G




