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ON ROTTLERA TINOCTORIA ROXB., AND ITS MEDICINAL PROPERTIES. 5

when the powder is nsed, considerable nausea o::_caninna'll:,r follows, but certainly
not more than what is produced by the sickening preparation of pomegranate

root and other anthelmintics. " _
@ After three drachms of the powder have been administered, the worm 18
usually expelled in the third or fourth stool. It1s gener_ally passed entire, and
almost. always dead, and in all the cases I have examined (about 15), I was
able to detect the head. In only two cases do I know of the worm being passed
alive. The advantage of the tincture over the powder consists 1n 18 action being
more certain and milder, and in it being rarely accompanied by nausea and
griping. _In two or three cases, only two or three stools fulln_wed the dose
usually given, and the worm was expelled in the &Ec_nm] stool; in one patient,
only one stool was caused by the medicine, and in it, the worm came away
&Ea'd‘ll

Dr. Anderson alludes to 95 cases of tapeworm in which Kamala was pre-
seribed, and of this number he was aware of only two in which no worm was
expelled.  Of these 95 cases, 86 were luropean soldiers, 8 were Mussulman
natives, and one was a Hindu of the lowest class. All these persons were in the
habit of indulging freely and constantly in animal food, and among this qlaas
tapeworm is commen : those, on the other hand, whose animal diet 1s less copious
are less liable to tenia, while among several native regiments, Hindu Sepoys
and servants, says Dr. Anderson, whose food is entirely vegetable, the parasite
is unknown. -

Dr. C. A. Gordon's experience of the efficacy of Kamala corresponds entirely
with that of Drs. Mackinnon and Anderson. I}:Ie observes,*

«« With Kameela there is no unpleasant effect. Tt is not even necessary to
take a dose of purging medicine as a preparative; and beyond a trifling amount
of nausea and griping in some instances, no unpleasant effects are experi-
enced; while by far the greater number of persons to whom it is administered
suffer o inconvenience whatever beyond what they would from a dose of ordi-
nary purging medicine.”

The observations of Dr. Gordon relative to the occurrence of tenia are con-
firmatory of those of Dr. Anderson, and are to the effect that the free use of
animal food of very indifferent quality amon the British troops in the N.1V.
Provinces, must be regarded as Hm canse of the prevalence of the malady. In
the case of soldiers stationed at Peshawur, tapeworm is so common, that it is
believed that every third man suffers from it during the two years that the
regiment usually remains there. To give Dr. Gordon’s own words i—

« Those who have escaped the misfortune of having had to pass some years
in India, can form no idea of the vast herds of lean, half-starved pigs that roam
over the fields and waste grounds in the vicinity of villages ; neither can they
have any conception of the nature of the food on which these pigs subsist.”

After some revolting details as to the habits of swine in India, Dr. Gordon
continues :

“ Pigs, however, are not the only animals that live in this filthy manner in
India. Cattle and sheep, that are so particular in their food in Britain, acquire
degenerate tastes in India ; and it is needless to enter into similar particulars
regarding ducks, fowls, turkeys, and pigeons, all of which are more or less used
as food by our countrymen there.”

The dose of Kamala may be stated as from } a drachm to 3 drachms sus-
pended in water: asingle dose is frequently found sufficient, and in general it
is not necessary to give any other medicine before or after. In some cases,
however, where but a small dose of Kamala has been administered, castor-oil
has been afterwards given with good effect. Dr. Gordon has preseribed Kamala
in the dose of 1 drachm, repeated at intervals of three hours.

* Wedical Thnes and Guzetfe, May 2 1857, p- 429,



















