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ON THE MYROSPERMUM OF SONSONATE. 7

balsam resides in the mesocarpand not in the cavity of the fruitis proved
by the cross section (fig. 6), which shows that the paries of the cavity of
the fruit is continuous with the two sutures. The seed lies loose and
dry in the cell of the pericarp; and is covered by a thin, \E’l‘llti?., membran-
ous coat (testa ?) The cotyledons are yellowish and oily, and have an
agreeable odour like that of the tonka-bean or melilot, and a bitter taste
somewhat resembling that of the bitter almond. By digesting the
seeds in ether a tincture is obtained, which yields on evaporation a
very agreeable smelling amber-coloured soft extract, whose odour
resembles that of the tonka-bean or melilot.

Fig. 7.
The Myrospermum of Sonsonafe. (About one-third the natural size.)

A Leaf-bearing branch,

B Fruit-bearing branch.

C Vertical section of the firuit.

D. Lateral section of the fruit, showing the seed in situ.
From specimens in my possession, received from the Balsam Coast by Mr, Skinner.

Some of the fruits which T gave to Mr. Alfred Smee were sown by

him in a pot, and placed in his hot-house. Several of them have
produced thriving plants. A leaf of one of the plants thus raised
consists of 5 alternate leaflets marked with pellucid dots and lines.
To the naked eye all parts of the leaves appear quite smooth; but
when examined by the microscope the general and partial petioles,










































