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HALLUCINATIONS CONSISTENT WITH REASON. 43

intelligences, their journeys in heaven, and in hell, to the illusions
of which this state of being renders us susceptible; in a word, all
the extravagance and superstition of their contagious reveries.
But I do not hesitate, also, to say that it is probably in this
state that men of genius have conceived the most original beau-
ties of their works; that in it the geometrician has solved the
problem that had long baffled him ; the metaphysician has seen
the first glimpse of the most ingenious of his systems ; the poet,
his most beautiful verse ; the musician, the most expressive and
most brilliant of his passages; the statesman, the decisive expe-
dient that all the light of his experience had not discovered with
his severest calculations; the general, the expansive and rapid
coup d'eeil that fixes the fate of a battle and insures vietory.”

We may here notice the influence of being on the confines be-
tween the true and the fanciful; towards whichever side we
lean, reverie is the great source of great actions or rash enter-
prises.

Carried away by these waking dreams; these castles in the
air, so familiar to us, and which substitute such sweet illusions
for the sad realities of life, our thoughts are illuminated, our idle
fancies become embodied, and we see before us, under sensible
forms, all the objects of our wishes. Who, for example, has not
a hundred times contemplated the fizure of his beloved; or, if
he be enamored of glory, has not distinetly heard the sound of
clarions, and the eries of the combatants ?

All who hdve lived in the East, or written of that glorious
country, have spoken of the powerful effect of the climate on the
imagination of the inhabitants. It is averred that there exist
substances in that part of the world that throw the mind into ec-
stasies. “TFor myself,” says M. Paul de Mol&nes, ““I have always
thought that the heaven under which the Arab folds and unfolds
his tent is the most effectual source of reverie in which the soul
can be steeped. The Orientals do not, like ourselves, know the
debasing and loquacious intoxication of wine, of brandy, of beer,
and of all those liquors that disfigure the features, disorder the
mind, and imprint extravagance on the tongue ; but they possess
the secret of that noble and silent intoxication of heaven, of soli-
tude, space, and of those divine things which give an august cha-
racter to the countenance, and illumine thought with the trans-.
parencies of vision, and place a sacred seal on the lips, broken at
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excavatea ruins to find the remains of antiquity, a magician
invoking the guardian genii of the treasures, in order to possess
himsgelf of them.

The reverie, then, is eminently favorable to the production of
physiological hallucinations; and it is easy to deduce from thenee,
how, with deep thinkers, it may be the cause of admirable ehefs-
d'eeuvres.

Hence poets, painters, sculptors, whom genius has touched
with his wing, have all perceived before them the form of the
ideal of their dreams; their biographies prove that this form was
visible to the eyes of their minds (like the ghost of Banquo in
Macheth), and often even to their bodily eyes. Moreover, we do
not believe that there are immortal creations without this mate-
rialization of the ideal. It is the characteristic sign of the
artists of antiquity, and of those of the Middle Ages; and if few
can now equal them, it is because that profound belief which
elevated the soul to the highest degree of enthusiasm has almost
entirely ceased amongst enlightened people, who, on the contrary,
profess to believe nothing.

Having reserved hallucinations in relation to psychology for
a special chapter, we will not enter on the examination of dreams,
of certain states of infancy, of authentic phenomena of magnet-
1sm and somnambulism, ete. ; our object here is simply to prove
that hallucination is consistent with reason. The two classes
that we have established are distinguished one from the other, by
the excess and the intensity of the phenomenon. In a reasona-
ble state, the image may preserve the vividness of the original,
but it is in general recognized as a creation of the imagination,
and is of short duration; in the delirious state, on the contrary,
the brain paints its pictures with more force than they possess in
reality ; these are detached from self, take an existence inde-
pendent of the individual, and disturb the mental faculties.

The psychological study of man, then, proves that hallucina-
tion can exist without disordering the mind. We will deseribe
several curious cases in support of this doetrine, and divide them
into two sections: 1. Hallucinations corrected by the under-
standing; 2. Hallucinations not corrected by the understanding:
perfect sanity in both cases.

The hallucinations of the first section may continue for a
length of time. In certain cases, they are conjured up at will.
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and awaited, pistol in hand, the night of the 31st of Decomber.
At the moment when the clock struck twelve, he blew out his
brains,"

Case VI. We owe to a very eminent physician of acknowledged
reputation, and intimate with Sir Walter Scott, the recital of a
fact that occurred to a well-known personage, which is, without
contradiction, one of the most curious examples that can be
offered in the history of hallucination. The physician was, by
chance, called on to attend a man, now long deceased, who,
during his life, filled an important office in a particular depart-
ment of justice. His functions made him frequently an arbiter
of the interests of others; his conduct was therefore open to
public observation, and for a series of years he enjoyed a repu-
tation for uncommon firmness, good sense, and integrity.

At the time when the physician visited him, he kept his room,
sometimes his bed, and yet he continued now and then to engage
in the duties of his office ; his mind displayed its usual force
and habitual energy in directing the business which devolved
on him. A superficial observer would not have noticed anything
indicative of weakness or oppression of mind. The external
symptoms announced no acute or alarming illness; but the slow-
ness of his pulse, the failure of his appetite, a painful digestion,
and an unceasing sadness, appeared to have their source in some
cause which the invalid was reselved to conceal. :

+ The gloomy air of the unhappy man, the embarrassment which
he could not disguise, the constraint with which he replied briefly
to the questions of the physician, induced the latter to apply to
his family, who eould not give him any satisfactory information.

The physician then had recourse to arguments caleulated to
make a strong impression on the mind of the patient. He
pointed out the folly of devoting himself to a slow death rather
than communicate the secret of the grief which was dragging
him to the grave. Above all, he represented the injury he was
inflicting on his own reputation, by creating a suspicion that the
cause of his affliction, and the consequences resulting, were of too
disgraceful and eriminal a character to he owned ; and added,
that he would bequeath to his family a suspected and dishonored
name, and leave a memory to which would be attached the idea
of some crime, which he dared not own, even in his dying hour.
This latter argument made more impression than any which had
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HALLUCINATIONS CONSISTENT WITH REASON. 61

most sceptical have had, at one time or another, some extraordi-
nary impression, presentiment, or vision.

Thus it is that hallucinations are frequently accepted as reali-
ties, howsoever strange they may appear to those who experience
them ; but the judgment is not influenced. Men have witnessed
some singular fact of which they give a more or less plausible
explanation, but which, in seeret, by a certain action of the mind,
and a particular tendency to superstition, or rather to the super-
natural, they are induced to regard as the presage of some
weighty event, some exalted destiny, an inspiration from heaven,
a warning of Providence. Many great men have believed in the
existence of a star, a protecting genius; thus, marvellous appa-
ritions have not always found them incredulous. The distinctive
character of this kind of hallucination is, that, despite of it, the
general character receives mo stain, and a high reputation for
wisdom, and virtue, and ability may be attained. We believe it
not unfrequently happens that it is a lively stimulant to the exe-
cution of conceived projects. '

Instances of this kind may be cited, for the genuineness -of
which the station of the individual, and the veracity of the
witnesses, offer a sufficient guarantee.

Casg XVI. In 1806, General Rapp, on his return from the
siege of Dantzic, desiring to speak with the Emperor, entered
the cabinet unannounced. He found him in so deep a reverie
that his entrance was unperceived. The general, finding him
remain immovable, intentionally made a noise. Napoleon then
recovered, and, seizing Rapp by the arm, said to him, pointing to
the ceiling, “Look up there!” The general made no reply;
but the question being repeated, he answered that he saw nothing.
““What,” said the Emperor, “ you do not see it? It is my star;
it is before you, beaming;” and growing more animated, he con-
tinued, ‘it has never deserted me ; Iseeit on every great oceur-
rence; it urges me onward, and is an unfailing omen of success.”
M. Passy, who had this anecdote from Rapp himself, related it
to M. Amédée Thierry, at the same time that he delivered his
interesting communication relative to his investigation of the
vision of Constantine (Académie des Sciences Morales et Poli-
tigue, Saturday, April 4, 1846). I also heard it from him.

Case XVIL About forty years ago, the following circum
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HALLUCINATIONS OF INSANITY IN ITS SIMPLE STATE. g1

that speaks to me, addresses to me menaces and insults;” and all
the day he was leaning down to listen.

Should buzzing in the ears be ranked amongst hallucinations,
as some medical men think? We think that this symptom, and
others analogous to it, belong to illusions; for in the greater
number of cases there exists an arterial beating or some other
organic modification that the insane person transforms into real
sensations.

Hallucinations of hearing are oftentimes isolated; but they
may be combined with those of sight or of the other senses.

Hallueinations of Sight.—In all times, these hallucinations
have played an important part in the history of mankind, and
to them has been more particularly attached the name of visions,
whence the appellation of visionaries to those who are thus
affected. Every nation, and every celebrated man, has felt their
influence. Inthe Middle Ages, the belief in visions was general.
Spirits haunted castles and cemeteries; there was no one but
had seen an apparition.

At the present time, the north of Europe, and some of our
provinces, manifest a belief in visions. Authors fill their pages
with wonderful histories, which the ignorant skepticism of the
eighteenth century had banished as old women’s fables; the
more enlightened science of these days explains them naturally,
giving them a destiny similar to the recitals of Herodotus and
Marco Polo, which were at first well received, then for a long
period rejected as fabulous, and now again receive their just
appreciation.

Hallucinations of sight, by their number and their frequency,
hold the second rank among the singular aberrations of the
human mind.

Case XXXIT. M. N., forty years of age, was suffering much
domestic affliction. Like many others, he sought to drown his
sorrows in wine. Several months before his disease, he became
restless and strange. On the 30th of April, 184—, without more
excess than common, he was taken with a febrile delirium, for
which he was bled. Thirty leeches were placed behind his ears;
which bled for twenty-four hours. By means of this and other
suitable remedies, he enjoyed a brief respite ; but the symptoms
of excitement recurred; he uttered menaces and cries of terror,
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HALLUCINATIONS OF INSANITY IN ITS SIMPLE STATE. 89

mirror, sees me thus at all hours in the day, and reads my most
secret thoughts; I have the terrible consciousness that no act of
my life escapes his knowledge, and that there is no spot in which
I can be hidden from him.” To my observation that the darkness
of night ought to protect him against his machinations, he replied,
‘I know what you would say; but you are wrong. I have only
spoken to you of the mirror; but in a corner of the building
the magician showed me a great clock, and I distinctly heard
the sounds that came from it, and those that entered; it was a
confused medley of laughter, cries of anger, of despair, and, as
I listened in great terror, he said, *“If is my organ of hearing.”
This great clock has communication with all the clocks that are
in the hieroglyphic circle. By this means I hear the words of
all those under my supervision.’

“As I gazed on the patient with surprise, he continued :
‘I have not told you all ; this necromancer practises his sorceries
by means of hieroglyphics on the walls and houses, and he spreads
his rod of fire over those whom he has inclosed in his cirele of
hieroglyphics, and who are the objects of his constant hatred.’
I begged him to explain to me these hieroglyphics, and how he
saw them. ¢They are,” he answered, ‘signs and symbols that
you, in your ignorance of their real meaning, have read thus:
Day and Martin, and Warren's Blacking [probably handbills].
You are in error. These signs are the cabalistic characters that
he traces to intimate the limits of his empire, and to prevent the
escape of his captives. What fatigues I have undergone to
withdraw myself from his terrible influence ! I once walked three
days and three nights, until I fell, exhausted and breathless,
against a wall, and slept. On waking, I saw the fatal letters,
and felt that I was completely in his power.’ ""*

No case of hallucination can be more coherent and calculated
to bring conviction to the minds of those uninitiated in this singu-
lar phenomenon, than the one just stated by Prichard. Doubt-
less, in the Middle Ages, this patient would have been supposed
to be possessed, and have been subjected to the ceremonies of ex-
orcism. I am persuaded that, in our days, such a history would
find many believers. Authentic facts are related by persons of

* A Treatise on Insanity, and other Disorders affecting the Mind, by
James Cowles Prichard, p. 455, London, 1835.
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were every moment darting magnetic fluid into his breast, his
back, and arms, and that he sensibly felt the contact of that
agent. He had no neuralgic affection.

Casg XXXVIII. Mathews, whose eurious case Haszlam has
described in a pamphlet, believed himself the victim of a troop
of wretches, living in an obscure place near London. These
persecutors, by their talents in pneumatic chemistry, had the
power to inflict on him several kinds of torture. At one time,
they held tight the fibres of his tongue ; at another, they spread
a veil over his brain, and thus intercepted the communication
between his heart and mind. By the aid of a magnetic fluid, they
bound him nearly to suffocation, introduced gas into his skull,
gtretched his brain, distended his nerves, and threw all his
thoughts into disorder. In order to discover by what means
these invisible tormentors made him thus suffer, he invented a
strange machine, the design of which he exhibited. The assas-
sins, as he called them, had similar machines in a number of
different places, which they used for the purpose of tormenting
persons, or making them act as they chose.*

M. Calmeil reports the case of a veteran who felt himself
every night nailed in a coffin, and carried in men's arms, by a
subterranean road, from Charenton to Vincennes, where a
funeral service was chanted in the chapel of the chateau. The
same invisible persons brought him back, and placed him on his
bed.

We attended an Englishman who thought he was carried off at
night, to distant countries—to the East, to Cairo, to London; he
complained of the ill treatment he received from the agents who
were charged with the mission. He declared that they bound
his arms and his neck, and covered him with bruises. The idea
made him very unhappy. Madame D. frequently pointed out
imaginary marks of blows, which were given her during the
night by individuals who wished to do her violence. In by-
gone days, the devil would have heen accused of the erime; in
this case, we see only an exaggerated physical fact, which many
can appreciate. Sorcerers rode to their place of rendezvous on
a broom-handle, on a he-goat, or a hairy man; they were con-

* Illustrations of Madness, exhibiting a Singular Case of Insanity, by
John Haslam, London, 1843,


































































HALLUCINATIONS AS CONNECTED WITH ILLUSIONE. 115

time she seized her sister by the throat, and tried to strangle her,
and throw her out of the window, taking her for a corpse. The
second time, about midnight, she knocked gently at the chamber-
door of her husband, telling him that she was taken ill. Scarcely
had he opened the door than she dealt him five blows on the head
with an iron bar. Staggering and covered with blood, he made
a tremendous effort, pushed her out, closed the door, and fainted;
she believed him to be a devil. This lady has since acknowledged
her mistake ; but she also persists in saying that she took him
for a devil.

There are some crazy people who pick up sand and little peh-
bles, convinced that they are precious stones; they fill their pock-
ets with them. M. V. passes the whole day in examining these
pretended jewels through a magnifying glass, in order to select
the finest. He goes to his room, bending.under the weight of
his riches. By illusions of the touch, persons think they are
struck. Madame D. is subject to an eruption, which she thinks
are marks put on her during the night by evil people. It
is certain that rheumatic, neuralgic, and visceral pains become,
to many deranged persons, the source of illusions of the touch.

Those of smell are very common. Madame L. scents the most
disgusting objects, pretending that they exhale a delicious per-
fume.

M. D. asserts that her physicians cause the most infectious
odors to arise from her food and drinks, by which means they
desire to kill her.

The major part of these illusions are linked with the preoceu-
pations, ideas, habits, and passions of the patients. One young
lady tells me that she cannot remain any longer, because every
one around her is disguised; that it is a perpetual carnival, This
illusion, like many others, remained long inexplicable, until T at
length discovered that the event which caused her madness took
place at a masked ball.

Illusions of taste are constantly occurring. We will cite the
case of the patient who, maintaining for years an obstinate silence,
passed his days in licking the walls of his room, for which no
one could account, when he one day said: “ You do not know
what I taste? These are delicious oranges.” Nothing is more
‘common, especially among melancholy monomaniaes, than to hear
them complain of the poisonous flavor of their food, This idea
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HALLUCINATIONS IN THE ORDER OF THEIR FREQUENCY. 133

group themselves around, and listen with evident pleasure.
Never was the part of Nina played with more truth and talent.
It is the only time for twenty years in which I have seen a case
of amorous madness that would serve as a theatrical model. The
symptoms which almost always accompany this form of insanity
render exact imitation almost impossible,

In order to exhibit his tenderness, her lover brings her hou-
quets, and makes her inhale the most delicious perfumes. “See
these roses!”’ she cries; “the room is filled with their fragrance.”
Her discourse and looks have nothing wandering; they are all
addressed to the same person. Indeed, she is quite an object
for study. So entirely are her thoughts concentrated, that it is
difficult to obtain any words from her. Her excitement subsid-
ing, she again hears the voice of him whom she loves. But her
reason soon returned, the hallucinations ceased, and, after eight
days of retirement, all the symptoms disappeared.

Nostalgic monomania occurs very seldom in lunatic asylums;
but numerous examples are given by writers. In their delirium,
the unhappy beings see their country, their fireside, their pa-
rents, and their friends; with smiling lips, and joy in their coun-
tenances, they converse with invisible beings, to whom they ex-
press all the pleasure they experience in seeing them.*

We attended a paralytic madman whose words were almost
unintelligible, and who, at home, had transports of fury. So
soon as he was separated from his family, he refused all kinds of
nourishment; would not allow any one to come near him; and
uttered horrible cries. For eight days he maintained a rigorous
abstinence. - Convinced that a return home would alone save him,
we wrote to his wife. As soon as he saw her, he consented to
take some broth, and that man, who had just before appeared
dying, had strength enough to walk to the carriage, supported
by only one person.

Hallucinations and illusions almost always accompany calen-
tura, a febrile malady peculiar to mariners. In fact, the irre-
sistible desire that leads them to leap into the sea is occasioned

* See Castelnan’s Considérations sur la Nostalgie, Paris, 1806.—An-
dresse, Dissert, inaug, psychica-nostalgiz, adumbratio pathologica, Berol,
Bewuchamp.—Mémoire de la Société Médie, d’6mul, Paris, 1798.—Pelle-
grini, De Nostalgia, in Orteschi, Diario Medico, t. iv. p. 372.
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CAUSES OF HALLUCINATIONS. 299

All three confessed they had given themselves to the devil.
Burgot owned that he had killed a young boy with his wolf's
claws and teeth, and would have eaten him, if the peasants
had not chased him. Michel Verdun said that he had killed
a young girl who was gathering peas in a garden, and that
he and Burgot had killed and eaten four other girls. He pointed
out the time, the place, and the ages of four other children whom
they had devoured. He added, that he and his companions
used a powder which destroyed life.
These three wehr wolves were condemned to be burned
alive.*
Case CXXV. In the autumn of the year XII., a man, by
trade a mason, fell into a state of melancholy, without any
' apparent cause. One night he had strange visions, and before
| morning had escaped into the desert. On the second day of
| his attack, he refused all nourishment ; but two days after, he
 devoured the food that was offered to him with extreme voracity ;
| he howled like a wolf, and became several times enraged, show-
| ing a disposition to bite. On the fourteenth day, at the approach
- of night, he again escaped into the fields, where he uttered
 fearful eries, which were checked by affusions of cold water.
| This singular disease terminated on the eighteenth day in a
' violent attack of fever, which lasted nearly twenty-four hours.
' His complete cure appeared finally to result from natural
| causes.
Several writers think that great obtuseness of feeling may
' occasion hallucinations, which chiefly present themselves under
\the form of errors of personality in a physical sense. It is
| probable that this morbid disposition existed in a certain number
lof lycantrophes, in whom a perversion of ideas were associated
- with f:his symptom, and occasioned their singular illusions.

; It is curious to find amongst the Abyssinians, in our own
‘times, a superstition very nearly resembling that of the people
‘of Burope in the Middle Ages. Like them, they believe in a
Zoomorphism, which is a striking image of lycantrophy. Thus
'the class of pewterers and blacksmiths are generally regarded

"' Bittiger's ﬂ!tﬁﬁte Spuren der Wolforwuth in der Griechischen Mitho-
ilogie, nebst Zusiitzen von Sprengel in dessen Beitriigen zur Gesch. der
med. Friedreich’s Liturtugesch, pp. 23, 27.

' 1 Mathey, Nouvelles recherches sur los Maladies de 'esprit, 1816, p. 96.
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CAUSES OF HALLUCINATIONS. 303

Case CXXVIL M. Bezuel, a young student, fifteen years of
age, contracted an intimacy with another young man, named
Desfontaines. Having talked over the compacts entered into
Between persons who promised that the one who first died should
revisit the survivor, they entered into a similar agreement, which
they signed with their blood (1696). Shortly after this, they
parted, and Desfontaines went to Caen.

In July, 1697, M. Bezuel was amusing himself with haymalk-
ing, near to the house of a friend, when he became suddenly
faint, which was followed by a bad night’s rest. Notwithstand-
ng this indisposition, he returned to the field, and again had a
similar attack. On the third day, the fit was more serions. I
lost all consciousness,” said he. “ Persons came to my assist-
ance, but my mind was much more disturbed than it had pre-
viously been. Those who raised me up asserted that, on being
questioned as to where I felt pain, T replied: I have seen what
T never expected to see.” I recollect neither the question nor
answer; it agrees, however, with my remembrance of the appa-
rition of a man who was only half of, the ordinary height, but
whose person I did not recognize. A few minutes afterwards,
on mounting a ladder, I saw my classmate, Desfontaines, at its
foot. At this sight, I turned giddy, my head fell between two
of the rounds, and I fainted. They took me down, and placed
me on a piece of wood, which served as a seat in the great
square of the Capuchins. As soon as I was seated, I no longer
perceived M. de Sorteville, the master of the house, nor his ser-
vants ; but only Desfontaines, who signed for me to come to him.
I drew back, as though I would make way for him. Those who
were present, but whom I did not see, remarked the movement.
As he stood still, T arose to meet him ; he took my left arm with

 his right hand, and led me about thirty paces off, to an alley,
- holding me very tightly.

“The servants, believing that T had entirely recovered, went
¢ about their business, excepting a little groom, who told M. de
| Sorteville that T was talking to myself. He believed that I was
| intoxicated, and approaching, heard me ask questions and make
! replies, which he afterwards repeated.

“My conversation with Desfontaines lasted three quarters of
b an hour. ¢TI agreed with you,” said he, ‘that if I died first, I
' would come and tell you so; I was drowned yesterday, at this
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