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m INSTRUCTIONS TO MOTHERS. [Pq.[t;' IIl.

~—Inamottarbattery at Asseerghur, where a similar event
took place,—At the explosion of two magazines at dif-
ferent periods, at the powder-works at Allahabad,—And
finally in Arracan, where many lives were lost, and many
dreadfully burnt, from a fire which occurred in canton-
ments. .

I bestowed, therefore, the utmost attention upen every
remedy and advice which was extant, for the treatment
.of these serious injuries. The result of my practice is a
suceessful mode of treatment.

The immediate effect on the constitution is violent in-
flammation ; the surface (excepting the injured spot) is
‘cold, and the patient has a shivering and chattering of the
teeth, almost similar to that of an ague, The pulse is
often small and tremulous ; the thirst is urgent, and the
‘agony of the sufferer almost beyond description.

The immediate effects are inflammation : thisis unques-
tionable.

The second effects are suppuration.
Our indications to cure, therefore,are to bleed according

to the extent of the burn, to repeat that bleeding daily,
and to open the bowels with mixture 2. of Purgatives,
Section V.
1 invariably bleed to syncope, indeed I take from an
adult from 40 to 50 ounces. If we thus on the first oc-
currence use these bold measures, we are ordinarily suc-
cessful ; if not, the suppuration becomes so extensive and
-alarming, that the patient is often carried off with colli-
quative diarrheea: according to the extent of the bleeding,
therefore, so is the subsequent suppuration increased or
‘decreased. It depends upon our active depletory mea-
sures in the first instance to secure the resolution of in-
flammation, and thus prevent the danger of the patient
sinking from the excessive discharge from the suppurating
surface. The best external application is to sprinkle over
‘the whole abraded surface very finely powdered charcoal,
‘and lay over this very fine linen dipped in sweet oil.
- With respect to infants, the treatment must be the
same. Seven or eight leeches are to be-instantly applied
over the bowels, 1f the burn is there, the leeches should



































































400 INSTRUCTIONS TO MOTHERS, [ramT 1v.

through the closed gum more difficult and painful, and
consequently more hazardous to life, we must in tender
pity to infants, pronounce them erroneous, and by the
authority of good experience, pass this sort of sentence
upon them.”

There is much practical truth in the foregoing case;
it shows how ancient the prejudice against lancing
the gums, and the difficulty the author experienced in
acting up to the dictates of his experience and judgment.
He concludes his treatise with the following extraordi-
nary case of difficult dentition in an elephant:

“ In the year 1734, Mr. John Savage, late of the Coun-
cil at Bencoolen, in the East-Indies, came over to Eng-
land with his family in the ship Harrington, Captain Jen-
kins, commander, and were for some time after their ar-
rival at my house. They brought with them, through a
passage of six mouths, a female infant, who at the time
of their landing here, was but ten months old; which
within a little while was placed under Mrs. Peach, at
Harrow-on-the-Hill, who had the bringing up of several
Indian children. . Mrs, Savage, soon after this, speaking
of the provision she had made for the child’s teething,
by carrying down one of the famed necklaces, 1 took oc-
casion to joke with her about this bauble, when the dis-
course turned upon a considerable misfortune that had’
befel Mr. Savage, in coming over, by the loss of a young
elephant, which died of his teeth on board the ship,
which could not but make her thoughtful about her lit-
tle one. Mr. Savage himself confirmed the same, and ap-
pealed to Mr. Coaty, the Surgeon of the said ship, for some
of the particulars, who best knew the manner of it. If.[r.
Coaty making several visits to these his friends, and din-
ing at my house occasionally with them, gave me an op-
portunity of receiving much satisfaction abt.:-ut an acci-
dent, the rarity of which, 1 confess, led me Eu‘rmusly toin-
quire into its truth and circumstances. This young ele-
phant was the property of Mr. Savage, and de:;:gned_hy
him to have been transported to England ;but after havfug'
been some time at sea, the man that had the care of him,











































414 INSTRUCTIONS TO MOTHERS, [ParT 1¥,
bing with her fingers, a kind of roughness, somewhat hard
and knotty, but no humour evey became visible,

* Another of these three died, at fifteen months old, of
convulsions; in cutting his great teeth,

“ And the third at nine months old, of convulsions in
his bowels, when his first teeth Were near cutting ont.

*¢ Of the other two, one died in the month, of convul-
sions, having been in that condition near a fortnight. This
was a fine child born, but went into fits at three days old,
which was imputed to the great affliction of the mother
at the death of one of her other children, who lay the
whole time of its distress, wherein he was strongly con-
vulsed, in her lap, when between five and six months
gone with this.

“ The last died at four years and a half old, of a ma-
lignant measles with purples, after having got through
his teeth, and the convulsions that afflicted him also in
that work,

“ Of the four that are living, the eldest had fits with
almost all his teeth, and so bad, that his mother has sat
up with him a week together, without going to bed ; not-
withstanding which, she was persuaded not to let his gums

be opened, for fear of their becoming hardened by it. Af-

ter his first convulsions, which were at eleven months
old, he fell rickety, and drooped till he was about five
years, and had not all his teeth till near that age. This
child also never had any humour in the skin, his chief
help was from the air; for the benefit of which, he was
removed out of town, as soon as he began his teeth, which
however did not secure him from convulsions ;5 but he was
often ailing, and very short-breathed, unless in the air,
which was changed two or three times, both far and near;
but he has stood his health well at London for three
years past, and is now sixteen years old.

“ The nextliving is a girl; she likewise never had any
humour in the skin, and at about four months old, was
seized with strong convulsions, which held near three
days. She bad indeed an emetic given her about this
time, which made her puke, and purge very much; she
had also a foetid mixture after this, and has had no con-

-







416 INSTRUCTIONS TO MOTHERs, - [2aRT t¥

“mended to her : she only fomented the inflamed and griey-
-ed parts (after breaking such pustules as were well sup-
purated) with milk, in which bread had been boiled,
which she used pretty hot; and then wrapped them up
with linen rags, whereby their heat and tension were
greatly abated, and the humour cherished with the less
inguietude. '

“The child herself had been very apt to be costive, till
about the age of seventeen months ; for which she often
took a little manna, as the other had done ; but then she
grew loose of her own accord, and for near two months
. together, had two or three large and very stinking stools
in a day, which stench then abated, and a moderate laxness
only continued, which was succeeded by a mild open
disposition of body, which she still enjoys. These seve-
ral benefits had kept her entirely free of convulsions,
having never had a fit from the birth, and at the times
of her cutting teeth, her chief trouble was only a little
wheesing cough : in this work, indeed, she was not for-
ward, having no more than eight at twenty months old,
but is now, in all appearance, in a very thriving way,
though she likewise never was in the country,

“ All these children were suckled by the mother, except
that which died in the month, which scarce took any
kind of food after it being seized. I saw the three last of
the surviving children, with healthy florid countenances,
which I was told was the natural complexion of the rest,
until altered by distemper. The parents themselves seem-
ed also of hale constitutions. Nevertheless here was
some morbid principle latent in the blood,which to those
in whom it was detained, proved fatal, or, at least, ha-
zardous to life ; but where in one way or other, and
chiefly by the skin, it was timely discharged, became the -
effectnal security of the child.

“ Upon the whole, we have abundantreason to believe,
that the constitution is not only amended, for the pre-
sent, by such eruptions, which so E‘i’idEﬂﬂ}'-EKPEI what is
hurtful out of the body ; but that by a wise treatment of
them even life, and health, the most valuable comfort of
it, may be happily extended. And are not these benefits












































































































































































