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enforcement of the law. Important examples of these statutory
rights of interference will be found in the case of the Sanitary
Acts referred to on page 14, and of the Elementary Eduecation
Amendment Acts (see page 73). In the former epactment the
power of setting the law in motion is limited to an inhabitant
of the parish or place within which the subject of complaint
exists ; in the Education Aet it is extended to any person.

It must not be supposed that these cases exhaust the occa-
gions where individual interference can produce good results:
they are referred to simply because they illustrate the oppor-
tunities which the law creates. But there are endless methods
by which individuals can ereate opportunities of useful action
for themselves, These will, for the most part, lie in the direc-
tion of calling attention to the non-performance or ineffective
performance of the duties imposed by law on the paid officers
of local authorities.

For instance, the duties of sanitary inspectors referred to at
page 16 can be rendered much easier, the officers themselves
can be encouraged, or if need be, stimulated by the action of
friendly but persistent observers. It is necessary to study the
exlensive powers already conferred upon the vestries in order
to put effectual pressure upon those bodies. But it should not
be forgotten that those sweeping powers are entrusted to them
as the servants of the community by whom they are elected,
and that it is the right and the duty of individual members of
that community to see thav their servants give a good account
of their stewardship. '

9. CHARITABLE BoDIES, according to their respective consti-
tutions and objects,

To attempt to define exhaustively the limits within which
voluntary charitable associations can usefully avail themselves
of the opportunities conferred by the statute law would be
impossible within the limits of this handbook. In the main
the work of such societies in the direction named must be an
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n various ways. In many cases friendly representations made to
the members may suffice. In other cases it will be well to take
the initiative conferred by the law and for individuals to prefer
complaints in person to the vestry acting as a regularly consti-
tuted authority bound to take action upon due representations
being made.! Perhaps the most effective method of all by which
individuals interested in the due enforcement of the law can
secure adequate action on the part of the authorities is by such
persons themselves seeking election as vestrymen or members of
district boards. Hitherto the election of vestrymen has excited
little public interest, and the persons elected, not being subject
to any very severe criticism, or strengthened by the power of
public opinion, have in many cases failed to exhibit the energy,
interest and persistence which the serious mnature of the work
entrusted to them imperatively demanded. In a word, therefore,
if you wish to see the vestry do its work, become a vestryman.

4. Privare Companies.—The action of private eompanies
formed for the purpose of building upon land acquired hy Act
of Parliament, or purchased subject to statutory provisions as
to its treatment and control, is very important, and must be
taken into account among the agencies directly affecting the
housing of the metropolitan population. The character and
objects of these companies vary greatly. Sometimes, as in the
case of the railway companies, the erection and regulation of
dwellings is only a subsidiary process unconnected with the
general undertaking. In others, as for instance in the case of
the Peabody Trustees, the commercial side of the undertaking
is lost sight of, and the persons directing the expenditure
are practically the administrators of a public trust. Interme-
diate between these two extremes there are various forms in
which the money of individuals er companies is invested in the
building of dwellings for the poorer classes.

Some of the chief points with regard to which the law

I Bee cases under the Sanitary Acts, p. 18.
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but their existence must be remembered, and they will be found
at length in the Aet of 1855 above mentioned.

But one point must be noticed ; it is that under the Act of
1882 the Metropolitan Board of Works has the power to compel
the vestries to put in force the provisions of the Act known as
Torrens’ Act (see page 51), and to insist upon the demolition
of unhealthy houses under the powers therein contained.

The Metropolitan Board is composed of three representatives
of the Corporation, and of representatives elected by the various
vestries and distriet boards within the metropolis. One-third
of the members of the board retire from office every year.

6. Tue MrrrororiTaN Porice.—The special powers of the
Metropolitan Police are highly important. They consist chiefly
in the right to carry out various sanitary provisions where the
vestry has made default in the performance of its duty. Exam-
ples of this power, and an account of the cases in which it may
be brought to bear, will be found at page 28.

7. Tue LooarL GoVERNMENT Boarp.—In addition to its
general powers, the Local Government Board has two special
powers which deserve particular attention. The one is that con-
ferred upon it by the Act of 1866, 29 & 30 Viet. c. 90, § 16,
enabling the Board to direct the police to remove a nuisance
where there has been a failure to do so on the part of the local
authority. The other special power of the Board is that men-
tioned at page 25, by which it is enabled to put in force in any
part of the metropolis the rules for the inspection and regula-
tion of tenement houses contained in the Public Health Act of
1866.

8. Tue Scuoor Boarp.—-The action of the London School
Board, though not in the first instance directed against the
actual dwellings of the poor, is nevertheless so important in its
bearings upon the welfare of their inmates that it is impossible
wholly to pass it over.

Not only are the statutory powers of the Board exceedingly
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to the number of lodgers and oceupiers, and the cleaning and
ventilation of the common passages and staircases,

5. For the cleaning and lime-whiting at stated times of such
premises.

6. For the ventilation of rooms, paving, and draining of
premises, the separation of the sexes, and for the giving of
notices and taking precautions in case of any dangerously in-
fectious or contagious disease.’

A penalty not exceeding 40s. may be imposed by the nui-
sance authority for the infringement of these rules, and 20s, per
day as long as the default continues.

Where there have been two convictions for overcrowding
obtained within three months in respect of the same premises, the
nuisance authority may apply to the magistrates for power to

close for as long as they deem necessary, or to close them per-
manently at their own cost.?

HOW THE ACT MAY BE MADE EFFECTIVE.

Now these rules, it must be noted, are contained in the Aet
of 1866, and are there made applicable by the Home Secretary.

Since then, however, the Act of 1874 has been passed, by
which two important alterations are made.

In the first place, by section 19 the power already given to
the police, of insisting on the removal of nuisances,? is confirmed,
and this valuable addition is made to it. The police officer,
acting under the direction of the Local Government Board, may
act in place of the sanitary authority, where the latter neglects
to do its duty, and where he does so ‘he shall be entitled to
recover from the authority in default, all such expenses in and
about such proceeding as he may incur, and as shall not be paid
by the party proceeded against.” This is a most useful addi-

I Bee gection 47 of Act of 1874, 37 & 88 Vict. c. BD. ? Baotion 36,
' Bee Seotion 16 of the Act of 1RA6.
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And in the case of a house already built being without the
conveniences named above, the local authority must on proof of
the fact, and on its being shown that the additions can be pro-
vided without disturbing any building, insist upon the owner
or occupier furnishing such conveniences, and in default may
furnish them themselves and charge the cost upon the owner.

Inspectors are appointed by the local authority, whose duty
it is to inquire into the state of drains, closets, eesspools, &e.
They may enter premises for the purpose of making an inspec-
tion at any reasonable time during the day, after ha,vii:ig given
twenty-four hours’ notice; and they may insist upon proper
accommodation being provided.! :

In some cases it is found that the defects in the drainage of
a house may be traced to want of a proper connection between
the internal drains and the sewer.

Such a case is provided for by the Sanitary Act of 1866,
which in section 10 provides that where ‘a dwelling-house is
without a drain, or without such drain as is sufficient for effec-
tual drainage, the sewer authority (i.e. the vestry or district
board) may by notice require the owner of such house within a
reasonable time therein specified, to make a sufficient drain,
emptying into any sewer which the sewer authority is entitled
to use, and with which the owner iz entitled to make a connec-
tion; so that such sewer be not more than one hundred feet
from the site of the house of such owner,” &e.

If the person on whom the notice is served fails to obey its
terms, the authority may do the work and recover the amount
from the defaulter by summary process.

SOAVENGING AND REMOVAL OF DIRT, &e.

It is the duty of the local authority to appoint ¢ scavengers’
for the removal of filth, dirt, rubbish, &e.
1 Act of 1855, section 82, 1 29 & 30 Viet. e. 90.
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the notice of those who study the condition ot dwellings of the
poorer class. :

Narrow streets are well known to be often detrimental to
health.

In the Metropolitan Management Act, 1878, it is enacted
that no external wall shall, without the exgpress consent ot the
Metropolitan Board of Works, be erected at less than twenty
feet from the centre of the roadway, giving a minimum width,
therefore, of forty feet for any new street.”

ARFA IN REAR OF DWELLINGS.

It is also often found that the space behind dwelling-houses
is most inadequate and unsatisfactory from the sanitary point
of view.

The law on this head has been recently amended, and now
stands on a much better footing than it did.

The 14th section of the Metropolitan Management Act of
1882 contains the following provisions :—

¢ Every new building begun to be erected upon a site not
previously occupied in whole or in part by a building, after the
passing of this Act, intended to be used wholly or in part as a
dwelling-house, shall, unless the Board otherwise permit, have
directly attached thereto, and in the rear thereof, an open
space exclusively belonging thereto of the following extent:—

¢ Where such building has a frontage not exceeding 15
feet, the extent of the open space shall be 150 square feet at the
least.

¢ Where such building has a frontage exceeding 15 feet,
but not exceeding 20 feet, the extent of the open space shall be
9200 square feet at the least.

¢ Where such building has a frontage exceeding 20 feet

1 18, 19 Viet. c. 120, §. 125. * Bection 6.
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It the owner or occupier fails to do this, the ¢ Metropelitan
Authority’ may do the work itself, and recover the cost from
the ¢ person liable to pay the rate for the water supplied, or on
whose credit the water is supplied, or on the owner of the
premises.’ !

If the expenses are recovered from the owner, the amount
owing to the owner by the occupier, in the chape of rent for
the premises, may be deducted from the sum the owner is
called on to pay, and the occupier may be made to pay it
towards the expenses of the ¢ Authority,’ instead of paying it as
rent to the owner.®

SUPPLY IN COURTS, PASSAGES, &c.

One point, with regard to a constant supply, must not be
overlooked. Section 14 expressly provides for cases ¢ where a
aroup of dwelling-houses are situate in a court or passage, or
otherwise in contiguity or close neighbourhood one to another.’
With regard to courts of this deseription, it is specially provided
that—

¢If it appears to the Local Government Board, on the
report of the Nuisance Authority (see p. 16), that a constant
supply cannot be well and effectually provided for that group
or number of dwelling-houses, except by means of a stand-pipe
or other apparatus placed outside the dwelling-houses, the
Local Government, Board may from time to time make an order
to the effect that such group or number of dwelling-houses may
be so supplied,and shall serve the same on the Company within
whose water limits the dwelling-houses are situate.’

PENALTY ON COMPANY.

Companies which violate, refuse, or neglect to comply with
the requirements of the Act, as to the provision and mainte-

! Bection 10, ® Section 10,
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nanee of a constant supply, are liable to a penalty not exceeding
200l., and a further penalty not exceeding 100l for every
month during which such violation, refusal, or neglect to com-
ply continues after they have received notice in writing from
the Local Government Board to discontinue the same.!

REMEDY OF THE COMPANIES AGAINST CONSUMERS.

On the other hand, the Companies have special remedies
against consumers who make an improper use of the facilities
afforded them, or who refuse to pay for the water supply.

For this purpose, the Companies are empowered to make
regulations for the purpose of preventing the waste or misuse
of water, for the construction of earth-pipes, taps, cisterns, &c.,
and the manner of using them,?

These regulations must be approved by the Local Govern-
ment Board, and must be duly published and shown to any
person interested. Penalties not exceeding 5. are imposed by
these regulations, and the amount is recoverable summarily before
a police magistrate.®

And the Companies have a further and very effectual means
of bringing offenders to hook, for in seetion 32 they are em-
powered to cut off the water from the premises of any con-
sumer who ¢ does, or causes, or permits to be done, anything in
contravention of any provisions of the Act, or wrongfully fails
to do anything which under any of these provisions ought to
be done for prevention of the waste, misuse, undue consump-
tion, or contamination of the water of such Company.’ And they
may refuse to supply the offender with water as long as the
vffence continues.

Only if the Company do cut off the water, they are bound
within twenty-four hours to give notice to the Nuisance Autho-

I Section 16. 2 Bection 26 of Act of 1852, 15 & 16 Vict, c. B4.
* Sections 20 and 46,
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rity (i.e. the Vestry or District Board), as defined by the Sani-
tary Act, that they have done so.!

Where a Company is about to provide a constant supply for
any district, they may give notice to the owners and occupiers
of premises within the distriet of their intention, and may call
upon them to provide proper fittings. And in default of the
owner or oceupier doing the work, they may do it themselves
and charge the owner or occupier, or the person liable to
pay the water-rate, in the same manner as that described above,
in the case of the ¢ Metropolitan Authority’ (see p. 38).%

The officers of the Company may at any reasonable time
enter any premises within the district for the purpose of dis-
covering whether the fittings are sufficient and in proper order.*

All disputes as to whether the fittings are, or are not, suffi-
cient are to be settled summarily by a magistrate whose decision
is final.t

WANT OF PROPER FITTINGS A ‘NUISANCE.

And it must be specially noted that ¢ the absence in respect
of any premises of the prescribed fittings after the prescribed
time (i.e. the time limited in the Company’s notice) shall be
nuisanee within section 11 and sections 12-19 (inclusive) of
the Nuisances Removal Act for England 1855,° and within all
provisions of the same or any other Act applying, amending, or
otherwise relating to those sections; and that nuisance, if in
any case proved to exist, shall be presumed to be such as to
render the premises wnfit for hwman habitation within section
13 of the Nuisances Removal Act for England 1855, unless
and until the contrary is shown to the satisfaction of the justices
acting under that section.’®

Bearing in mind this section, let the reader refer back to
the chapter in the Sanitary Acts, and it will at once be seen

1 Saetion 32, 2 Hection 20, 1 Spcbion 30, I Beetion 31,
B 18 & 19 Viet e, 121,  Bee p. 15, i Beetion 3.
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CHAPTER V.
PULLING DOWN AND REEBUILDING.

Tug previous chapter was devoted to the different ways in
which the healthiness of existing dwellings can be ensured, by
removing nuisances, and preventing their occurrence. It is
well known, however, that there are many cases in which no
petching or altering of existing premises is of any use, and
where the only hope of doing permanent good lies in destroying
altogether the buildings which give cause for complaint. There
are several methods by which this work of destruction may be
carried out with the help of the law; but before going into
them in detail, it will be well to say a word or two upon the
general question of pulling down, and the consequences which
it involves. It will then be seen that pulling down always in-
volves building up, and that it is of no use to set to work upon
the one until we have made up our minds about the other.
Parliament has seen this so clearly, that in every law which it
has passed for many years allowing the destruction of inhabited
houses, it has tried to make some provision for the rehousing of
the people who have been dispossessed by its authority. It is,
therefore, quite impossible to deal with the laws concerning the
destruction of unhealthy dwellings without referring to the
question of rehousing, to which they always refer. Under this
head particular attention must be paid to the fact, that some of
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the most important provisions for the accommodation of persons
dispossessed from their homes are quite new,' and have not yet
had a trial ; the comparative failure of the earlier statutes to
do much good in this direction does not prove that the law as
it stands is of mo value. On the contrary, inasmuch as the
recent changes have been made with full knowledge of the want
of success in the past, there is good reason to hope that the
present arrangements may stand the test of actual working.

COMPENSATION.

One other important question arises directly out of the de-
struction of existing dwellings. Tt is that of compensation. A
slight knowledge of the law on this subject is most essential to
persons anxious to aid the carrying out schemes of demolition.
In the first place,a great amount of good work has been stopped
or seriously interfered with in the past, owing to the necessity
for compensating owners of unhealthy areas on too liberal a
scale. TIn the second place, there must always be considerable
reluctance to undertake a work of this kind on a large scale, as
long as no fair estimate can be made of its probable cost. The
law as to compensation has also been greatly improved during
the last few years,? and there is every reason to believe that the
alterations will greatly favour the extension of what are called
improvement schemes.

SUMMARY OF ACTS.

The following is a short summary of the principal Acts of
Parliament dealing with the demolition of unhealthy houses
and the construction of improved dwellings :—

1. Act of 18512 To encourage the establishment of lodg-

ing-houses for the labouring classes, commonly called Lord
Shaftesbury’s Aect.

1 See p. 59. ? Bee p. 60. T 14 & 15 Viet. c. 34.
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ratepayers, they may, with the approval of the Treasury, sell
the lodging houses and put an end to the experiment.!

It will be seen that this Act gives a great opening to indi-
viduals who are anxious to improve the housing of the metro-
pelitan population.

In the first place, any ten ratepayers may bring the matter
before the vestry, and may urge the adoption of the Act. In
the second place, it is not necessary to be a vestryman, but only
a ratepayer, to be qualified for appointment as one of the com-
missioners entrusted with the duty of applying the Act where it
has been adopted.

TORRENS ACTS.
Torrens' Acts, 1868,* 1879, and 18824

The object of these Aets is elearly stated in the 14th section
of the Statute of 1879, which declares the purpose of the Act
to be :—

1. ¢ The providing, by the construction of new buildings, or
the repairing of existing buildings, the working classes with
suitable dwellings, situate within the jurisdietion of the local
authority.’

9. ¢The opening out of closed or partially closed alleys or
courts inhabited by the labouring classes, and the widening of
the same by pulling down any building, or otherwise leaving
such open spaces as may be necessary to make such alleys or
courts healthful.’

DISTINCTION BETWEEN TORRENS' ACTS AND THE
ARTISANS DWELLINGS ACTS.

It is necessary to distingnish carefully between the Acts
which we are now discussing, namely, the series known as
Torrens’ Acts, and the somewhat similar set of provisions known

! Section 43. 31, 32 Vict. c. 130.  * 42 & 43 Vict. c. 64.
' 45, 46 Vict. c. 5¢.
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as the ¢ Artisans’ Dwellings Acts.’ It is the more necessary
to be careful on this head because, as usual, the Statute-book
endeavours to create as much confusion between the two as
possible.

Torrens’ Acts are officially known as the °Artisans and
Labourers’ Dwellings Act 1868," the ¢ Artisans’ and Labourers’
Dwellings Acts 1868 Amendment Act 1879,” and the ¢ Artisans’
Dwellings Act 1882, part 2" The whole series are described
collectively as the ¢ Artisans’ Dwellings Acts 1868 to 1882.” The
second series of Acts, commonly spoken of as the ¢ Artisans’
Dwellings Acts,” are officially described as ¢ The Artisans’ and
Labourers’ Dwellings Improvement Act 1875° and €1879°
respectively, and ¢ The Artisans’ Dwellings Act 1882, part 1.
The whole set are termed ¢ The Artisans’ and Labourers’ Dwell-
ings Improvement Acts 1875 to 1882.

This lucid classification must be borne in mind by all en-
quirers into the law, for the scope and objects of the two sets of
statutes are different, and must be accomplished by different
means. Shortly speaking, Torrens’ Acts deal with the clearance
of unhealthy areas on a small scale; the * Artisans’ Dwellings
Acts’ are intended to further large schemes of reconstruction.

PROVISIONS OF TORRENS' ACTS.

But to return to Torrens’ Acts. The main provisions of the
amended Acts, as they now stand, are as follows:—The Acts
apply to the whole of the metropolis within the jurisdiction of
the Metropolitan Board of Works, but do not extend to the City
and its Liberties.! They are to be put in motion by the officer
of health in a distriet. It is the duty of this officer, wherever
he finde ¢premises in a eondition or state dangerous to health,
go as to be unfit for human habitation,’ to report to the Local
Authority (i.e. the Vestry, District Board or Local Board of

1 Section .
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been reported upon by the health officer. Assoon as the report
has been received and confirmed, as explained above, notice
must be given to the owner, who may object to any alteration,
and may appeal against the decision of the local authority in
the manner laid down in the Aect.! Supposing, however, the
case for alteration or demolition is made out, the local authority
will then cause a plan to be made out with specifications
showing the work required to be done, and will call upon the
owner to do it.

At this stage three things may happen :—(1) The owner
may do the work as required, and he will then be entitled to
claim compensation as explained hereafter.? The work must
be begun within two months after the order.® (2) The owner
may, instead of doing the work, give notice at any time within
three months that he desires the local anthority to purchase the
premises,* and, in such ecase, the local authority is bound to do
so, the price paid to be settled by arbitration as laid down in
section 7 of the last-mentioned Act.’

3. The owner® may refuse or neglect to do the work, in
which case the local authority may order the premises to be
either shut up or demolished, and may do the work either of
repair or reconstruetion themselves.” And the cost of doing the
work may be made a first charge upon the premises.®

! Section 9. * Seep. 60. ?* Section 18. * Section & of Act of 1879.

* The power thus conferred upon the owner in unsanitary dwellings of
forcing the local authority to purchase, though less formidable since the
recent amendment in the law as to compensation (see p. 62), may still inter-
fere with the usefulness of the Act. It is therefore advisable in many cases to
adopt the procedure laid down in the Sanitary Acts (see p. 17 and 24) whereby
the anthorities are empowered to close unhealthy liouses. This plan will
usually be found effectual in bringing to terms any owner who is inclined to
make a profit out of his own neglect and disobedience to the law.

* Where the owner is not known and cannot be found, notice may be left
with some occupier of the premises, or if there be no ecenpier may be rut in
some conspicuous part of the premised (section 16).

? SBection 18. * Section 19.
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POWER TO BORROW, AND TO DEAL WITH OBSTRUCTIVE
BUILDINGS.

The local authority may borrow money under certain condi-
tions from the Metropolitan Board of Works for the purposes of
carrying out the Act.!

(One word must be said about the power already referred to
(p. 48) with regard to the purchase or alteration of buildings
not in themselves unhealthy or unfit for habitation. This isa
new power, and is found for the first time in the Act of 1882.
It may bring about very useful results. The actual way of
getting at such buildings and the land on which they stand will
be found in section 8 of that Act.? It will be referred to again
under the head of compensation.

HOW TO MAKE THE ACTS WORK.

Lastly, there comes the important question of how the Aects
may be made effectual, and how the local authority may be
stirred up to do its duty. The answer will be found in section
11 of the Aect of 1882, which was as follows:—*° Where an
officer of health in pursnance of the Artisans’ and Labourers’
Dwellings Act 1868 has reported any premises as unfit for
human habitation, or in pursuance of this part of this Act has
reported that the pulling down of any obstructive building
would be expedient, the Board of Guardians, in whose union or
parish, or the owmner of any properties in the neighbourhood
of which such premises or buildings are sitwale, may complain
to the Metropolitan Board of Works that the local authority
have failed to put in force the provisions of the said Aects in
respect of any such premises or buildings, and the Metropolitan
Board of Works may, if they think expedient to do so, there-

! Bection 22, Act of 1879. * 45 & 46 Vict. c. 54,
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upon proceed under section 12 of the Artisans’ and Labourers’
Dwellings Act (1868) Amendment Act 1879, and that section
shall apply as if it were enacted in this part of this Act and in
terms made applicable to the duties of local authorities under
this part of this Aet.)

The meaning of which long story is in plain English that if
the local authority does not do its duty, the Board of Guardians,
or the owner of any property in the neighbourhood of the build-
ings reported about, may appeal to the Metropolitan Board of
Works to stir it up. And if the Metropolitan Board of Works
thinks fit, it may take the work into its own hands and make
the local authority pay for it.

POWER OF PRIVATE INDIVIDUALS TO INTERFERE.

And failing the Board of Guardians there is yet another way
in which the law may be set in motion, for in section 12 of the
original Act of 1868 the right is given to any four or more
householders living in or near to any street to give notice in
writing to the officer of health that ‘in or near that street any
premises are in a condition or state dangerous to health so as to
be unfit for human habitation, and the officer is bound forthwith
to inspect and report upon the premises. But (and this is an
important addition) ©the absence of any such representation
shall not eveuse him from inspecting ary premises and
reporting thereon.

If in the last resort the four or more householders find that
the local authority does mnothing, they may, when three calen-
dar months have elapsed since the receipt of the report, send a
memorial to the Local Government Board, and that depart-
ment may direct the local anthority to do the necessary work.
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such portions of cities and boroughs as aforesaid, a great
number of houses, courts, and alleys, which by reason of the
want of light, air, ventilation, or of proper conveniences, or
from other causes, are unfit for human habitation ; and fevers
and diseases are constantly generated there, causing death and
loss of health, not only in the courts and alleys, but also in
other parts of such ecities and boroughs.

¢And whereas it often happens that owing to the above
circumstances, and to the fact that such houses, courts, and
alleys are the property of several owners, it is not in the power
of any one owner to make such alterations as are necessary for
the public health.

“ And whereas it is necessary for the public health that
many of such houses, courts and alleys, should be pulled down,
and such portions of the said cities and boroughs should be
reconstructed.

¢ And whereas in connection with the reconstruction of
those portions of such cities and boroughs, it is expedient that
provision be made for dwellings for the working-class who may
be displaced in consequence thereof. Be it enacted, &e.

Such is the intention of the Law ; the main provisions of
the Acts as they stand are as follows :— '

DUTY OF MEDICAL OFFICER.

¢The medical officer of health may of his own motion put
the law in operation by calling the attention of the local
authority to the fact that within an area under its jurisdiction
there are any houses, courts, or alleys, unfit for human habi-
tation; or that diseases indicating a generally low condition of
health amongst the population have been from time prevalent
in a certain area within the jurisdiction of the local authority,
and that such prevalence may reasonably be attributed to the
closeness, narrowness, and bad arrangement, or the bad con-
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dition of the streets and houses, or groups of houses, within
such area, or to the want of ventilation or proper conveniences,
or to other sanitary defects, or to one more of such causes, and
that the evils connected with such houses, courts, or alleys, and
the sanitary defects in such area, cannot be effectually remedied
otherwise than by an improvement scheme for the re-arrange-
ment and reconstruction of the streets and houses within such
area, or of some of such streets or houses’; then ¢ the local
authority shall take such representation into their considera-
tion, and if satisfied of the truth thereof and of the sufficiency
of their resources, shall pass a resolution to the effect that such
an area is an unhealthy area,and that an émprovement scheme
ought to be made in respect of such an area, and after passing
uch resolution they shall forthwith proceed to make a scheme
for the improvement of such area.’ !

MEANING OF ‘OFFICIAL REPRESENTATION.

¢ An official representation shall mean in the metropolis a
representation made by the medical officer of health of any
district board or vestry, or by such medical officer as is here-
after in this Act mentioned ; and a medical officer shall make
such representation * whenever he sees cause ” to do s0.” *

POWERS OF JUSTICES AND OF RATEPAYERS.

But the medical officer is not the only person who can start
the machine. The initiative can come from two other sources,
viz, :-—

1. Two justices of the peace acting within the jurisdietion
for which the medical officer is appointed.

2. Twelve or more persons liable to be rated to any rate out
of the proceeds of which the expenses of the local authority
under the Act are made payable.

I Bection 3. * Bection 4.
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Either the two justices or the twelve or more ratepayers
referred to, may complain to the medical officer of the un-
healthiness of the area, and it then becomes the duty of the
medical officer to inspect such area, and to make an official
representation stating the facts of the case, and whether in his
opinion the area is an unhealthy one or not.

DUTY OF LOCAL AUTHORITY.

Supposing the local authority is satisfied by the report of
their officer that the area in question is such as to require
dealing with, it is then their duty to frame what is called an
improvement scheme.?

THE IMPROVEMENT SCHEME,

This scheme is to be accompanied by maps and plans as to
details. It may include the whole or part of the area. It may
also provide for widening any existing approaches to the un-
healthy area, and for opening out the same for the purposes of
ventilation or health.

When the scheme is drawn up the next step is to give
notice of the fact to the persons likely to be affected, that is to
say, the owner, reputed owner, lessee or reputed lessee, and
occupier of any lands which are to be taken compulsorily.
The manner of issuing, posting, and serving the notices will be
found in section 6 of the Act of '875.

NOTICES REQUIRED.

One special point with regard to notices is important ; it is
contained in section 11, which Act runs as follows: ®The local
authority shall, not less than thirteen weeks before taking any
fifteen houses or more, make known their intention to take the

I Bpction 4. i Bection 3.
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same by placards, handbills, or other general notices placed in
public view upon or within a reasonable distance of such
houses, and the local authority shall not take such houses
until they have obtained a certificate of a justice of the peace
that it has been proved to the satisfaction that the local autho-
rity have made known, in manner required by this section,
their intention to take such houses.’

PETITION TO THE HOME SECRETARY.

Having noted this point, it only remains to inquire what
the local authority can do next, having drawn up its scheme
and issued its notices. The answer will be found in section 6,
which directs that the local authority shall present a petition
to the Home Secretary (called in the Act the confirming autho-
rity), who will, if he approve of the scheme, issue a ¢ provisional
order’ for its being carried out. This provisional order must
then be served upon all the interested persons named above,
with the exception of tenants for a month or less. The last
step is for the Home Secretary to bring a Bill into Parliament
to give the provisional order the form of law. This done the
local authority may set to work to carry out their scheme.

UARRYING OUT OF SCHEME.

To carry out the object of the Act, namely, to secure the
erection of suitable artisans’ dwellings, the local authority are
required to proceed as soon as possible. They are to purchase
the land required for the scheme, and may then—

1. Sell or let any part of it to purchasers or lessees, under
an undertaking to carry out the scheme.

2. Agree with any body of trustees, society, or person, to

carry out the scheme upon such terms as the local authority
think expedient.
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3. With the express approval of the Home Secretary, carry
out the scheme, and erect the necessary dwellings themselves.!

MONEY TO CARRY OUT THE ACTS.

Any local authority under the Act may borrow money for
the purposes of the Act, on the security of the lands, houses, or
other property acquired, and may mortgage the same to the
lenders.

Payment of interest may be made out of the rates, and
money may also be paid out of the rates for the improvement
of the houses built, if the amount, received from tenants, &e., is
not sufficient to cover expenses.®

HOW TO MAKE THE ACT WORK.

If the local authority fails to do its duty, and upon a repre-
sentation being made, neglect or refuses to draw up a scheme,
the Home Secretary may order an inquiry to be made into the
cause of their inaction, and may frame a report of the case for
his own use.?

Or if the medical officer fails in his duty, and in a case
where twelve ratepayers have made a complaint to him of the
unhealthiness of any area, he has neglected or declined to make
an official representation to the Home Secretary, the twelve
ratepayers may then themselves, on giving security for costs,
appeal over the head of the medical officer to the Home Secre-
tary, who may then order a local inquiry to be made.*

And moreover, if the local authority actually clears land for
the purpose of erecting artisans’ dwellings, but allows 1t to
remain more than five years without aetually building upon it,
the Home Seeretary may sell the land and arrange with the
purchasers to carry out the anthorised scheme upon it.?

1 Bection D, ? Sections 21 & 22, 3 Section 8. { Spclion 16.
5 Spetion 10,
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REHOUSING.

The original Act of 1875 contained very stringent pro=
visions for securing the accommodation of all persons displaced
by the carrying out of the scheme. But experience has shown
that too much was required in this direction, more indeed than
was actually necessary to insure the welfare of the actual
tenants.” And now under the last Act, that of 1882, the
amended law stands as follows i—

¢ Where an improvement scheme of a local authority com-
prises an area situate in the metropolis or the City of London,
the confirming authority (i.e. the Home Secretary) shall with-
out. prejudice to the powers conferred on it by the fourth
section of the Artisans’ Dwellings Act, 1879, be authorised (on
the application of the local authority, and on a report being
made by the officer conducting the local inquiry, directed by
the confirming authority, that it is expedient, having regard to
the speeial circumstances of the locality, and to the number of
artisans and others dwelling within the area and being employed
within a mile thereof, that a modification should be made) to
dispense, in the provisional order authorising the scheme, alto-
gether with the obligation of the local authority to provide for
the accommodation of the persons of the working class who
may be displaced by their scheme, to such extent as he may
think expedient, having regard to such special circumstances as
aforesaid, but not exceeding one-half of the persons so dis-
placed.’

I The Act of 1875 makes it compulsory to provide for as many persons as
are displaced (section 5). The Act of 1879 allows the confirming authorities
to relax this provision when it appears that equally convenient accommodation
can be provided for the persons displaced *at some place other than within
the area, or the immediate vicinity of the area, comprised within the improve-
ment scheme;’ and where it is proved that ¢ the required accommodation has
been, or is about to be forthwith provided.! And this Act further empowers
the local authority to appropriate for the accommodation of the persons dis-

placed any suitable lands belonging to them, or to purchase such lands
(section 4).
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CHAPTER VIL
COMPENSATION.

TuE question of compensation for the compulsory sale or altera-
tion of existing premises does not come directly within the list
of matters which can be affected by the action of private in-
dividuals, It has, however, a very important bearing upon
these matters indirectly. For instance, suppose it be intended
to set in motion the powers given in Torrens’ Aects, or in the
Artisans’ Dwellings Aets, and to compel one or more owners to
sell their property. One of the first considerations which arise
will obvionsly be that of the price to be paid for the property
taken. Until some fairly correct estimate is formed as to what
will be the price paid, it is impossible to find out whether
dwellings of a certain class and let at a given rental will pay as
a commercial undertaking.

Hitherto, one of the greatest difficulties that has been found
in the aetual working of the Aets has been the enormous
amounts which it has been necessary to pay to owners for their
property and for the supposed loss attending a compulsory sale.
It is not plain that this need have been so if the law had been
rightly understood and rigidly applied : but be that as it may,
there can be no doubt that much good work was stopped by the
fear of excessive compensation. It is particularly important to
notice that Parliament has understood the existence of this
difficulty, and has taken measures with the express purpose of
getting rid of it. As the law stands, it may be said that what
justice demands the law awards. It has long been contended
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that no compensation is justly due to owners who have allwted
their premises to fall intoa condition which the proper authority
has declared to be unfit for human habitation. It is not too
much to say that at the present moment this is thg view which
the law actually takes.

Before turning to the sections which regulate the giving of
compensation, it will be well to carry the memory back to the
definitions of a ¢ nuisance,’ given at p. 15, and to the penalties
which are imposed mpon those who create such nuisances, or
who allow them to continue. What the Sanitary Acts say is
that an owner who permits or promotes the existence of a
nuisance thereby breaks the law. What the compensation
" clauses of the Acts of 1882 say is that no person shall receive
~ compensation on account of property in a condition condemned
bj- the law. For the sake of clearness it will be well to deal
separately with the rules as to compensation under Torrens’
Acts and those comprised in the Artisans’ Dwellings Acts.

COMPENSATION UNDER TORRENS' ACTS.

In section 7 of the Act of 1879 ! it is enacted that in all
cases in which the amount of any compensation is in pursuance
of the Act to be settled by arbitration, the following provisions
shall have effect ; namely :—

1. *The amount of compensation shall be settled by an
arbitrator to be appointed and removable by the Local Govern-
ment Board.’

2. ¢ In settling the amount of any compensation, the esti-
mate of the value of the premises shall be based om the fair
market value as estimated at the time of the valuation being
made of such premises, and of the several interests in such
premises, due regard being had to the nature and then condition
of the property, and the probable duration of the buildings in

L2 & 43 Viet. c. 64,
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their existing state, and to the state of repair thereof (and all
circumstances affeeting such value '), and without any additional
allowance in respect of compulsory purchase; and

The arbitrator shall have regard to and make an allowance
in respect of any increased value which, in his opinion, will be
given to other premises of the same owner by the alteration or
demolition by the local authority, of the premises.

Side by side with this important clause we must also read
sub-section 8 of Clause 8 of the amending Act of 1882.2 It
refers to compensation payable in respect of land, or houses
without the land, which the owner has been compelled to deal
with under an order for the removal of obstructive buildings, or
which he has forced the local authority to purchase (see p. 49).
The section contains the following proviso :—

Where, in the opinion of the arbitrator the demolition of
an obstructive building adds to the value of such other buildings
as are in that behalf mentioned in this section, the arbitrator
shall apportion so much of the compensation to be paid for the
demolition of the obstructive building as may be equal to the
increase in value of the other buildings amongst such other
buildings respectively, and the amount apportioned to each
such other building in respect of its increase in value by reason
of the demolition of such obstruetive building shall be deemed
to be private improvement expenses incurred by the local
authority in respect of such building ; and such local authority
may, for the purpose of defraying such expenses, make and levy
improvement rates on the occupier of such premises accord-
ingly.

These sections must be read with great care, for they establish
some very important points, which may be thus summarised :—

1. Compensation is to be assessed upon the market value of

! These words are struck out by the Act of 1882, section 9, and are there-
fore not to be considered by the arbitrator.
: 45 & 46 Vict. c. &t.

e, s — e n
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the premises at the time of the valuation being made. But the
market value is affected by two important qualifications. The
arbitrator must take into account:

a. The natwre and then condition of the property.

b. The probable duration of the buildings in their evisting
state, and the state of repair thereof. And lastly, there is to
be no allowance made on account of compulsory purchase,

Thus, supposing a really bad area is to be dealt with, it is
not necessary to be alarmed about the overwhelming amount of
compensation which it will be necessary to pay. For instance,
the arbitrator is bound to pay attention to the ¢ nature and then
condition of the property.’ But we have seen that property
which is overcrowded, which is unhealthy, which is badly pro-
vided with sanitary appliances, is in itself against the law, and
the owner is not only bound to set matters straight out of his
own pocket, but is liable to be fined for allowing them to be as
they are. Therefore the arbitrator is plainly justified in de-
ducting from the amount of his award an amount equal to that
which the owner ought to have expended, and can be made to
pay before he is entitled to any compensation at all. Then
remember that ¢compulsory purchase’ is nmot to run up the
amount given, and it will be seen that in a really bad case the
item of compensation ought to be a very small one.

This, of course, refers to areas which are reported as being
¢ dangerous to health’ or unfit for ¢human habitation.” But
even the amount of compensation paid for property which is
not in itself in a bad state, but which is dealt with because it is
¢ obstructive, need mnot be very high, especially when we re-
member the provision in the Act of 1882 ! to the effect that the
arbitrator, in making his award, shall take into account the
increased value given by the demolition to surrounding build-
ings, and that the rates on such buildings may be raised in pro-
portion to such additional value.

L Soep. 625
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AN ILLUSTRATION.

For instance. If an improvement scheme involves the
pulling down of a large block of obstructive buildings, A., the
owner of the buildings will have to be compensated, and the
ratepayers will of course be out of pocket to the amount paid.
On the other hand, however, the arbitrator may say that the
pulling down of A.’s obstructive buildings enhances the value
of some neighbouring property of A., or of other buildings
belonging to B., C., and D. He is to say what he considers to
be the amount of such enhanced value, and the improved
property may then be subjected to an increased rate, whereby
the ratepayers will receive back part, or it may even be the
whole, of what they were compelled to pay in the shape of com-
pensation.

COMPENSATION UNDER THE ARTISANS' DWELLINGS
ACTS.

The rules as to compensation under the Artisans’ Dwellings
Acts are even more stringent and satisfactory than those already
referred to in connection with Torrens’ Acts, The actual
law as it stands is contained after the usual fashion of our
Statute-book in three different sections of three different Aects,
each section modifying, repealing, and adding to the others.
The outeome of the whole matter is as follows :—

¢ Whenever the compensation payable in respect of any
lands, or of any interest in any lands, proposed to be taken
compulsorily in pursuance of this Act, requires to be assessed,
the estimate of the value of such lands or interests shall be
based upon the fair market value, as estimated at the time of
the valuation being made of such lands and of the several in-
terests in such lands.”!

I Act of 1875, section 19,
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BUILDINGS ERECTED AFTER NOTICE OF SCHEME.

But in the estimate of the said lands and interests any
addition to or improvement of the property made after the date
of the publication of an advertisement in pursuance of section
6 of the said Act (that of 1875), stating the fact of the improve-
ment scheme having been made, shall nof (unless such addition
or improvement was necessary for the maintenance of the
property in a proper state of repair) be included, nor in the
case of any interest aequired after the said date shall any
separate estimate of the value thereof be made so as to increase
the amount of compensation to be paid for the lands.!

STATE OF PROPERTY TO BE CONSIDERED.

And in forming the estimate, due regard is further to be had
to ‘the nature and then condition of the property, and the
probable duration of the buildings in their existing state, and
to the state of repair thereof,® without any additional allowance
in respect of the compulsory purchase of an area or of any part
of an area in respect of which an official representation has
been made, or of any lands which in the opinion of the arbitra-
tor have been included in a scheme as falling under the descrip-
tion of property named in the 3rd section of this Act.’3

“ The description of property named in section 3’ is property
which consists of any houses, courts, or alleys, reported by the
medical officer to be ¢ unfit for human habitation,’ or in which
diseases indicating a generally low condition of health among
the population have been from time to time prevalent, and the
prevalence of which may reasonably be attributed to the close-

' Act of 1882, section 4.

* The words ‘and all circumstances affecting such value,” which ocour
here in the original Act, are cut out by sectinn 4 of the Act of 1882,

' Act of 1875, section 19.
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ness, narrowness, and bad arrangement or the bad condition of
the streets and houses or groups of houses within such area, or
to the want of light, air, ventilation, or proper conveniences, or
to any other sanitary defects, or to one or more of such causes,
and the evils and sanitary defects of which houses, &e., cannot
be effectually remedied otherwise than by an improvement
scheme for the re-arrangement and reconstruction of the streets
and houses within the area.!

DEDUCTION FOR EXISTING NUISANCES.

And lastly, in assessing the compensation, evidence shall be
receivable by the arbitrator to prove that at the date of the
confirming Act authorising such a scheme, or at some previous
date not earlier than the date of the official representation in
which the scheme originated, such house or premises was by
reason of its unhealthy state, or by reason of overcrowding or
otherwise, in such a condition as to have been a nuisance within
the meaning of the Acts relating to nuisances ; and if the arbi-
trator is satisfied that from either of such causes as aforesaid,
such house or premises was, at such dates as aforesaid or either
of them, a nuisance as aforesaid, he shall then determine what
would have been the value of such house or premises supposing
the nuisanee to have been abated, and what would have been
the expense of abating the nuisance ; and the amount of com-
pensation payable in respect of such house or premises shall be
an amount equal to the estimated value of the house or premises
after the nuisance was abated, and after deducting the estimated
expense of abating the nuisance.

SUMMARY OF THE ABOVE,

The meaning of all of which is in brief as follows.
The arbitrator in fixing the compensation must take into

I Act of 1875, sectiocn 3.
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account ¢the market value,” but in arriving at what is the
market value he must deduct sums for the following items :—

1. The bad state of repair in which the premises are.

. 2, The shortuness of the term for which they are held.

3. The property being itself a nuisance, or offending against
the Nuisance Acts,' and the fact of another owner being liable to
abate the nuisances before he receives a penny.

When all these deductions are made, the amount of the
compensation will often be very small indeed, unless some
allowance be made for ¢ compulsory purchase,’ and, as we have
seen, no allowance whatever is to be made on this score where
the property taken is in the unhealthy and neglected state
which it is the particular object of the Acts to wage war upon.

And lastly, the arbitrator is not to grant any compensation
for improvements made after notice has heen given that the
Act is going to be put in force; so that owners cannot erect
buildings, as has been done before now, simply with the object
of getting excessive compensation for them.

VALUE OF COMPENSATION CLAUSES.

It will thus be seen that wherever a really bad case is
taken in hand there is no occasion to be alarmed. If the law
be strictly carried into effect, there will frequently be a very
small amount payable ; and there will doubtless be instances in
which there may be actually a sum payable by the owner for
his neglect of duty, in excess of that due to him for the property
of which he is deprived.

THE ARBITRATOR.

One word must be said as to the arbitrator. He is appointed
by the Home Office on the application of the local authority.

I' See p. 15,
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can be ascertained what number of houses it is intended to
take, and how many persons are likely to be displaced. Further
than this, all railway Bills at the present time contain a cluuse
purporting to provide for the proper housing of persons disturbed
by the operations of the railway.

The clause referred to is not always in the same form; the
most, recent and probably the most satisfactory form runs as
follows : :

* The Company shall eight weeks at least before they take
in any parish fifteen houses or more occupied either wholly or
partly by persons belonging to the labouring classes as tenants
or lodgers, make known their intention to take the same by
placards, handbills, or other general notice placed in public near
upon or within a reasonable distance from such houses, and the
Company shall not take any such houses until they have obtained
the certificate of a justice that it has been proved to his satis-
faction that they have so made known their intention.’

And in section 26 of the same Act—

¢ Before taking in any parish fifteen houses or more occupied
either wholly or partly by persons belonging to the labouring
classes as tenants or lodgers, who may for the time being be the
occupier or occupiers of any house or part of any house which
the Company and such other persons shall (unless the Company
and such other persons otherwise agree) procure sufficient ac-
commodation elsewhere for such person or persons, provided
always that if any question shall arise as to the sufficiency of
such accommodation the same shall be determined by a justice.
And the Company may for the purpose of proving such accom-
modation appropriate any lands for the time being belonging to
them, or which they have power to acquire, and may purchase
by.agreement such further lands as may be necessary for such
purpose, and may on such lands erect labouring class dwellings,
and may let or otherwise dispose of such lands and dwellings, and
may apply for the purposes of this section or any of them any
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moneys they may have already raised or are authorised to
raise.’ !

These sections, plausible as they look, are however of very little
use in practice. As a matter of fact, by the time the Railway
Company comes to the point of actually putting its compulsory
powers in force, there are usually no persons of the labouring
class in a position to take advantage of the protection given
by the law.

What actually happens in most cases is, that the railway
either before the Bill is actually passed, or after it has become
law, takes the very course suggested by the section and arrives
at an agreement with the persons controlling the premises
about to be distributed.

This can be done in two ways. Either the landlord can
he induced to give notice to the tenants, who are nine times
out of ten merely weekly tenants, in which case long before
the railway comes the whole district is cleared out, and nobody
of the labouring classes or any other class is left to take
advantage of the provisions of the law; or an agent of the
Company goes round with a bag full of sovereigns which he
distributes among the occupants on condition that they will
take their departure. Such an appeal is generally irresistible,
and the present possession of 40s. in ready money is generally
quite sufficient to overcome any fears as to what will befall in
the future. Of course what really happens is that the persons
displaced simply herd together in some already overcrowded
neighbourhood, and the precise evil which the Legislature
has endeavoured to guard against is brought about in an
aggravated form. The law has been evaded not broken.

There is often no means of avoiding such an unfortunate
result as that just deseribed. It can indeed only be avoided in

| These sections are taken from the Great Northern Railway Act, 46 & 47

Viet, c. 175, sections 25 & 26, but similar provisions are to be found in various
recent Acts,
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one way, namely, by persons who have the confidence both of
the landlord of the threatened district and of the tenants, in-
ducing both parties to stand upon their rights and to remain in
possession until the bill is actually passed and the notices served,

Of course it is very rarely that a private landlord can be
persuaded to forego the large compensation which a Railway
Company is able to offer; but in cases which sometimes oceur,
where public institutions or large companies are the landlords,
the course of action suggested above may sometimes be success-
fully resorted to.

OVERCROWDING AND THE REMOVAL OF CHILDREN.

An allusion has been made in an earlier chapter to the
question of overcrowding, and it has been pointed out that
overcrowding in itself is a nuisance within the meaning of the
Sanitary Acts. It is found however in practice that the whole
evil to be guarded against does not consist merely of the close
association of human beings under conditions dangerous to their
bodily health, but that it included the equally dangerous results
arising from moral contamination. For instance, in a recent ae-
count of a very poor locality the informant states thatin a room
he visited the children were turned out into the street in the
early evening because their mother lets the room for immoral
purposes until long after midnight. Such a case as this ought
to have been impossible had the law been strictly carried out ;
its occurrence has been provided against by the section of the
Industrial Schools Act whereby children lodging with pros-
titutes or frequenting their company not only may but must be
sent to an Industrial School. And the same may be said of
those children who are referred to as growing up in a life of
dishonesty and erime, the outeome of their association with the
criminal classes. They too under the provisions of the Act re-
ferred to, ought, if the law were properly put in force, to be
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removed from such associations under the powers given for
dealing with children frequenting the company of reputed
thieves.

There are, in fact, various powers under the Reformatory and
Industrial School Acts, and under the Elementary Education
Acts, whereby children may be withdrawn without the consent
of their parents from their ordinary surroundings, and some of
the worst results of overcrowding be thereby avoided.

The classes of children who may be dealt with under these
Acts may be summarised as follows.

Children who may be sent to an Industrial School :

1. Children found begging, wandering, and not having any
home ; children found destitute, children frequenting the com-
pany of reputed thieves.

2, Children charged with an offence, but who have not been
previously convicted of felony.

3. Refractory children sent by their parents.

4. Refractory children sent from a workhouse or pauper
echool.

5. Children of a mother twice convicted of ¢erime’ and
sentenced to penal servitude.

6. Children sent for breach of an order to attend school
(@) whose education is habitually neglected, (b) who are found
habitually wandering or in the company of rogues.

7. Children lodging with prostitutes or frequenting their
company.

The children must be under fourteen, or if sent charged
with an offence, under twelve, if sent for breach of an attendance
order, not under five.

HOW TO PUT THE LAW IN FORCE.

The power of putting the law in force with regard to these
children practically lies with any member of the public; and




74

with regard to committals under the Elementary Education
Acts there are two ways of proceeding. In the first place it is
open to any person to inform the School Board with regard to
a child within its jurisdiction liable to be sent to an Industrial
School under the Acts of 1866 or 1876, and it is the duty of
the School Board to act upon the information. In the second
place the task, which is open to any member of the public, is
especially declared to be the duty of the School Board, and it is
the business of its officers to find out and to deal with children
to whom the special powers referred to may apply.

CHEAP TRAINS.

An important Act of Parliament was passed in 18833 in-
tended to encourage the running of cheap trains by the Railway
Companies, and thus to relieve the congested districts of the
Metropolis by allowing workmen to live in outlying suburbs.
The material part of the Act is to the following effect.

If at any time the Board of Trade have reason to believe
(@) that upon any railway or part of a railway, or upon any
line or system of railways, whether belonging to one Company
or two or more Companies, which forms a continuous means of
communication, a due and sufficient proportion of the accommo-
dation provided by such Company or Companies is not provided
for passengers at fares mof ewceeding one penny a mile; or,
(b) that upon any railway carrying passengers proper and suffi-
cient workmen'’s trains are not provided for workmen going to and
returning from their work at such fares and at such times between
six o’clock in the evening and eight o’clock in the morning as
appear to the Board of Trade to be reasonable, then, and in that
case, the Board of Trade may make such inquiry as they think
necessary, or may, if required by the Company or any of the Com-

1 Industrial Schools Act. * Elementary Education Acts.
1 46 & 47 Viet, ¢, 31,
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panies concerned, refer the matter for the decision of the Railway
Commissioners.

If it is proved to the satisfaction of the Board of Trade or
of the Commissioners that proper workmen’s trains are not pro-
vided, the Board of Trade, or the Commissioners, as the case
may be, may order that snch proper accommodation ghall be
supplied at reasonable fares.

If the Company does not provide the accommodation
required, it may be deprived of the benefit of the Act, which in
section 2 removes the passenger duty upon fares not exceeding
one penny per mile.

It will thus be seen that a strong inducement is held out to
Railway Companies to provide cheap workmen’s trains.

PENALTIES.

Wherever penalties are made recoverable under any of the
Acts mentioned in these pages by summary process before a
magistrate, an important limitation is imposed by law which
readers must not overlook.

By Section 11 of the Summary Jurisdiction Act of 1846,
commonly known as Jarvis's Act, it is provided that, ¢ In all
cases where no time is already, or shall hereafter be specially
Jimited for making any such complaint or laying any such infor-
mation in the Act or Acts of Parliament relating to each particu-
lar case (i.c. a complaint upon which a Justice or Justices of the
Peace is, or are, or shall be, authorised by law to make an order,
and an information for any offence or act punishable upon sum-
mary conviction), such complaint shall be made, and such
information shall be laid within six calendar months from the
time when the matter of such complaint or information respect-
ively arose.’

b 11 & 12 Vicl. . 44,
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DEFINITIONS.

MetroporLiTAN Locan MaxaceEmexT Act, 1855.
18, 19 Viet. c. 120.

1. Metropolis.—The City of London and the pavishes and places
mentioned in the schedules to this Aet. (Practically the districts
mentioned in the Tables on p. T8.)

9. Owner.—The word ¢ owner’ shall (except for the purpose of
the provisions of this Act requiring notice to be served on owners or
reputed owners of land before application to one of Her Majesty’s
principal Secretaries of State for his consent to examine powers of
taking land, or any.right or easement in or over land compulsorily)
mean the person for the time being receiving the rack-rent of the lands
or premises in connection with which the said word is used, whether
on his own acecount or as agent or trustee for any other person, or
who would so receive the same if such lands or premises were let at
a rack-rent. '

3. Street.—The word ° street’ shall apply to include any highway
(except the carriageway of any twrnpike road) and any road, bridge
(not being a county bridge), lane, footway, square, court, alley,
passage, whether a thoroughfare or not, and a part of any such high-
way, road, dc.

4. Drain—The word ¢ drain’ shall mean and include any drain
of, and used for, the drainage of one building only, or premises within
the same curtilage, and made merely for the purpose of communieating
with a cesspool or other like receptacle for drainage, or with a sewer
into which the drainage of two or more buildings or premises occupied
by different persons is conveyed, and shall also include any drain for
draining any group or block of houses by a combined operation under
the order of any vestry or district board.
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schedule (A) to this Act annexed the bodies or persons named in the
same table. The schedule describes the Metropolitan Authority so
far as the Metropolis proper is concerned as follows :—

Deseription of Metropolitan

B, Awthority.

The City of London and the The Mayor, Aldermen, and Com-
Liberties thereof. mons of the City of London.
The Metropolis except the City The Metropolitan Board of
of London and the Liberties Works.

thereof.

15. District.—The term *district’ shall mean the area selected
for the purpose of constant supply, cuch area being within the juris-
diction of a Metropolitan Authority, and also within the water limits
(t.e. the limits a company is authorised to supply) and being coter-
minous with some one or more services of such company.

16. Premises.— The term ¢ premises’ shall mean and include any
dwelling-house and any part of a dwelling-house, and any stable,
yard, or other offices used together, or in connection with any
dwelling-house or any part of a dwelling-house.

17. Fittings.—The term ° fittings ' includes communication-pipes,
and also all pipes with cisterns, and other apparatus used or intended
for supply of water by a company to a consumer, and for that purpose
placed in or about the premises of the consumer.

18. Owner.—The term ‘owner’ means the person who for the
time being receives the rack-rent of the premises with reference to
which that term is used, whether on his own account or under or by
virtue of any mortgage or charge, or as agent or trustee for any
person, or who would so receive the same if the premises were let at a
rack-rent, and includes every successive owner from time to time of the
premises, being such for any part of the time during which the enact-
ment wherein that term is used operates in relation to the premises.

19. Clourt of Summary Jurisdiction—The term ¢ court of sum-
mary jurisdiction’ means and includes any justice or justices of the
peace, metropolitan police magistrate, or officer, by whatever name
called, to whom jurisdiction is given by the Act passed in the session
of Parliament held in the eleventh and twelth years of the reign of
her present Majesty intituled ¢ An Act to facilitate the Performance
of the Duties of Justices of the Peace out of Sessions within England
and Wales with respect to Summary Convictions and Orders,” and
any Acts amending the same (see page 75).
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TorrENS' Acts, 31, 32 Viet. . 130, 1868,

20.— Street.—The word  street’ includes any court, alley, street,
square, or row of houses.

Premises.—The word ‘premises’ means any dwelling-house or
inhabited building, and the site thereof, with the yard, garden, out-
houses, and appurtenances belonging thereto or usually enjoyed
therewith.

91. Person. The same as in No. 11.

22. Owner.—The expression * owner,’ in addition to the definition
given by the Lands Clauses Act,! shall include all lessees or mort-
gagees of any premises required to be dealt with under this Aect,
except persons holding or entitled to the rents and profits of such
premises for a term of years, of which 21 years do not remain un-
expired.

23. Officer of Health.—* Officer of health ’ shall mean and ineclude
medical officer of health, sanitary inspector, or any statutory officer
performing the duties which a medical officer or sanitary inspector
performs under or by virtue of any Act of Parliament.

24, Metropolis.—The ‘metropolis’ shall not include the city of
London or the liberties thereof, but shall include all other parishes or
places within the jurisdietion of the Mutropolitan Board of Works.
These definitions apply to the amending Acts of 1875 and 1882,

Artisans' DweLnizes Act, 1875, 38 & 39 Viet, . 36.

25. Person.—The same as in No. 11.

26. Lands.—* Lands’ shall inelude messuages, lands, tenements,
hereditaments of any tenure, and any right over land.

27, District Board or Vestry.—* A district board or vestry ’ within
the metropolis means a district board or vestry as incorporated by
the Metropolitan Management Act, 1855 (see p. 84),

28, Secretary of State.—* Secretary of State’ means one of her
Majesty’s principal Secretavies of State (practically the Home Secre-
tary).

Nuisances REmovar Acrt, 1855, 18 & 19 Viet. e. 121.

99. Local authority.—In the City of London and the liberties
thereof the ¢ local authority ' is the commissioners of sewers for the
time being.

! The Lands Clauses Act, 8 Vict. c. 18, section 3, 1845, defines ‘owner ' as

any person or corporation, who, under the provisions of that or a special Act,
would be enabled to sell and convey lards to the promoters of the undertaking.
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‘Whenever any house is let in lodgings or occupied by Members
of more than One family the Owner or the person 5o letting such
house or part thereof or causing such house or part thereof to be so
let or occupied on receiving or collecting or being entitled to receive
or to collect the rent for any part thereof shall, for the purpose of the
Registration of such house, upon requisition under the hand of an
Officer of the Vestry being left on the premises and within seven days
from the leaving of such requisition, give Notice in writing by leaving
the same at the Vestry Offices, of the following Particulars relating
to such house, namely :—

1. The Number or Name (if any) of such house and the Situation
thereof.

3. The Name and Address of the Owner and of every person re-
ceiving or collecting or entitled to receive or to collect rent in respect
of any part of such house.

3 The Average height, length and breadth, in feet and inches, of
each and every room therein.

4 The numbers of the Inmates respectively of each and every
such room.

5. The Names of the several Tenants or Occupiers thereof.

6. The several Rents payable therefor.

In ease such notice be not so given as aforesaid or in case all such
particulars as aforesaid are not in such Notice truly set forth, the
Owner of the house and every person receiving or collecting or entitled
to receive or to collect rent in respect of any part of such house shall
severally be liable to the Penalties hereinafter mentioned.

A Register shall be kept at the Offices of the Vestry wherein shall
he entered the cubical eapacity of each room in any house which upon
Notice as aforesaid or on being inspected is found to be so let or occu-
pied in lodgings, and also the number of inmates by whom each of
such rooms may be lawfully oceupied, and the name and address of
the Owner of such house and of the person letting the room or re-
ceiving the rent thereof and the amount of the rent paid therefor.
And the said Register shall be open at all reasonable times for the
inspection of any Ratepayer of the Parish, or owner, or inhabitant of
the house. An Extract from such Register so far as relates to the
number of persons by whom any room in any such house may legally
be occupied and a Copy of any regulations applying thereto shall on
being supplied by any Inspector of Nuisances or other Officer of the
Vestry be kept suspended in an undefaced and legible condition on
the inside of the door of the room to which they refer; and if the
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said Extract and Copy or either of them be not so kept suspended
and in an undefaced and legible condition as aforesaid the Owner of
the house and the person receiving or collecting or entitled to receive
or to collect the rent of such room and the person paying or liable to
pay the rent of or occupying such room shall severally be liable to the
Penalties hereinafter mentioned.

3rd. ¢ For the inspection of such Houses and the keeping the same
@ cleanly and wholesome state.

The Medical Officer of Health or any Inspector of Nuisances or
other person who may be authorised by the Vestry, or by any Com-
mittee of the Vestry may enfer at any time any house (other than a
Common Lodging House) so let or occupied as aforesaid and any
room therein for the purpose of inspecting and registering the same
or ascertaining the oceupiers thereof, and any person who shall refuse
udmission to or shall obstruct such Medical Officer of Health, Inspec-
tor or such other person as aforesaid who may be entering or endea-
vouring to enter such house or performing or endeavouring to perform
the duty of inspecting such house or of ascertaining the occupiers
thereof or of any roomn therein shall be liable to a Penalty not ex-
ceeding Forty Shillings for any one offence.

If on inspection the premises be found not to be in a cleanly and
wholesome state from want of paving, whitewashing, cleansing, re-
pairing, effective drainage, proper ventilation or of other appliances
and means of cleanliness the Vestry or the Banitary Commitiee of
the Vestry may by notice under the hand of an Officer of the Vestry
to be left on the premises require the owner to pave, whitewash,
cleanse, disinfect, properly drain, ventilate and repair the said
premises, and from time to time periodically or otherwise as in such
notice may be mentioned to do any or all such works as in the opinion
of the Vestry or of the said Sanitary Committee shall be necessary to
keep the premises in a cleanly and wholesome state, and if the re-
quisitions of such notice as aforesaid be not complied with within the
time or at the period or periods therein specified, the Owner shall be
liable to the Penalties hereinafter mentioned.

If any Animal be kept on the premises so as to rendet them in
the opinion of the Medical Officer of Health unclean or unwholesome
the Vestry or the Sanitary Committee of the Vestry may require the
animal go kept to be removed within such time as they may order;
and if such order be not obeyed the person paying or liable to pay the
rent shall be liable to the Penalties hereinafter mentioned.

‘Whenever in any house or room so let or occupied as aforesaid




93

any person is taken with or suffering from small-pox, fever or any
dangerous infectious disorder, the person paying or liable to pay the
‘rent shall give or cause to be given immediate notice thereof at the
office of the Vestry, and the Owner of the house and every person
receiving or collecting or entitled to receive or to collect rent in ve-
spect of any part thereof and every occupier and inmate respectively
ghall earry out or cause to be carried out any measures for disinfec-
tion that the Medical Officer of Health may direct. Any person fail-
ing to obey this regulation shall be liable to the penalties hereinafter
mentioned.

Whenever any person shall die in any house occupied as aforesaid
from small-pox, fever or any dangerous infectious disorder, the dead
body shall forthwith be removed to some proper place away from
such house ; and in case any person in such house shall die from other
cause than an infectious disease and the Medical Officer of Health
shall direct the dead body to be removed, such dead bedy shall be
removed to some proper place away from the said house as and when
the Medical Officer of Health shall direct. In case any dead body be
not removed as aforesaid the person paying or liable to pay the rent
of the house and the person paying or liable to pay the rent of the
room in which such body shall be, shall severally be liable to the
Penalties hereinafter mentioned.

4th. ¢ For enforcing therein the provision of privy accommodation
and other appliances and means of cleanliness in proportion to the
aumber of lodgings and occupiers, and the cleansing and ventilation
of the common passages and staircases.

Every house so let or oceupied as aforesaid shall be furnished with
at least one enclosed and properly constructed Water-Closet and also
a sufficient Ashpit or Dustbin; and if the number of Inmates be
more than twenty and less than forty then with at least two such
Water-Closets and so on for any greater number of Inmates; and
every house shall be furnished with either a constant or a daily supply
of water, and if the supply be not constant there shall be provided to
every such house for the storage of the water a clean sound covered
receptacle capable of containing at least seven gallons for each several
inmate, and the common passages and staircases of every such house
shall be cleansed as from time to time shall become requisite, and
shall be constantly kept clean, and shall be ventilated to the satisfac-
tion of the Medieal Officer of Health. If any house so let or occupied
be without such water-closet or water-closets or such ashpit or dustbin
as aforesaid or without either a constant or a daily water supply or
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vegetable matter, or which shall have been filled up or covered with
dust, or slop, or other refuse, or in or upon which any such matter or
refuse shall have been deposited, unless and until such matter or
refuse shall have been properly removed, by excavation or otherwise,
from such site. Any holes caused by such excavation must, if not
used for a basement or cellar, be filled in with hard brick or dry
rubbish. -

The site of every House or Building shall be covered with a layer
of good Cuncrete, at least six inches thick, and smoothed on the upper
surfuce, unless the site thereof be gravel, sand, or natural virgin
soil,

The foundations of the walls of every house or building shall be
formed of a bed of good Concrete, not less than nine inches thick, and
projecting at least four inches on each side of the lowest course of
footings of such walls. If the site be upon a natural bed of gravel,
Concrete will not be required. .

The Concrete must be composed of clean gravel, broken hard brick,
properly burnt ballast, or other hard material to be approved by the
District Surveyor, well mixed with fresh burnt lime or cement in the
proportions of one of lime to six, and one of cement to eight of the
other other material.

The foregoing Bye-law shall not apply to any building or other
erection to be used as a stable or shed, provided that such erection
shall not be used for any public entertainment or assembly of persons,
or as a dwelling or sleeping place,

2. DESCRIPTION AND QUALITY OF THE SUBSTANCES OF WALLS.

The external walls of every house, building, or other erection
shall, except in the case of concrete buildings, be constructed of good,
hard, sound, well-burnt bricks, or of stone, and shall be put together
with good mortar and good cement.

Similar bricks shall be used in the portions of party and eross
walls below the surface or level of the ground, and above the roof,
including the chimney-stacks. Cutters or malms may be used in
arches over recesses and openings in, or facings of, external walls,

Stone used for the construction of walls must] be free from vents,
cracks, and sand-holes, and be laid on its natural bed.

The Mortar to be used must be composed of fresh burnt lime and
clean sharp sand or grit, without earthy matter, in the proportions of
one of lime to three of sand or grit.

The Cement to be used must be Portland Cfement, or other Cement
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5. DEPOSIT OF PLANS AND SECTIONS.

On notice being given to a District Surveyor of the intended
erection, re-erection, alteration of, or addition to a Public Building,
or a Building to which Section 56 of the Metropolitan Building Aect,
1853, applies, it shall be the duty of the person giving such notice to
deposit plans and sections of such erection, re-erection, alteration, or
addition, with the District Surveyor. Such plans and sections shall
be of sufficient detail to show the eonstruction.

On notice heing given to the District Surveyor of the intended erec-
tion or alteration or addition to any house, building, or other erection,
other than a public building, the District Surveyor may, if he think
fit to do so, by notice in writing, require the person giving such
notice to produee a plan or plans and sections of such house, building,
or other erection or of the intended alterations or additions thereto,
for his inspection,

6. PENALTIES.

In case of any breach of any of the provisions contained in these
Bye-laws, the offender shall be liable for each offence to a penalty not
exceeding three pounds, and, in each case of a continuing offence, to
a further penalty not exceeding thirty shillings for each day after
Notice thereof from the Board or the District Surveyor.

In any case, if the Board think it expedient, they may dispense
with the observance of any of the foregoing Bye-laws, or any part
thereof, upon such terms and conditions as they may think proper,
and in case of the non-observance of any terms and conditions upon
which the Board may have dispensed with the observance of any of
the foregoing Bye-laws, then such proceedings may be taken, and
such liabilities shall be incurred, as if no such dispensation had been
granted.

Sealed by Order, Ei H“\\

J. BE. WAKEFIELD, / \

1

Clerk of the Board, | L. S. |

; f

SPRING GARDENS, ff
3rd October, 1879. iy N

I confirm the foregoing Bya-laws,
R" Assapron Cross,

One of Her Majesty’'s Principal Secretaries ’
WHITEHALL, vesty # of State

6th October, 1879,
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the intended houses or buildings on each side therecof; but where
forecourts or other spaces ave intended to be left in front of the houses
or buildings, then the width of the Street, as already defined, shall be
measured from the centre line up to the fence, railing, or boundary
dividing orintended to divide such forecourts, gardens, or spaces from
the public way.

5. The carriage way of every New Street must curve or fall from
the centre or crown thereof at the rate of three-eighths of an inch, at
the least, for every foot of breadth.

6. In every New Street the kerb to each footpath must not be less
than four nor more than eight inches above the channel of the road-
way, except in the case of crossings, paved or formed, for the use of
foot-passengers ; and the slope of every footpath towards the kerb
must be half an inch to every foot of width, if the footpath be un-
paved, or not less than a quarter of an inch to every foot of width, if
the footpath be paved.

7. In this Bye-Law the word ¢ Street ’ shall be interpreted to apply
to and include any highway (except the carriage-way of any turnpike
road), and any road, public bridge (not being a county bridge), lane,
footway, square, court, alley, or passage, whether a thoroughfare or
not; and a part of any such highway, road, bridge, lane, footway,
square, court, alley, or passage.

8. In case of any breach of the regulations contained in this Bye-
Law, the offender shall be liable for each offence to a penalty of Forty
Shillings ; and in case of a continuing offence to a further penalty of
Twenty Shillings for each day after notice thereof from the Metro-
politan Board of Works.
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86; can pull down and rebuild if |

local authority decline to act, 51,
52: the local authority for the
whole metropolis, 81 ; city parishes,
distriots, &c., represented on, 81;
notice of action to, 87

Metropolitan Building Act, 1855, pro-
visions of the enactment respecting
the area in rear of dwellings, 35;
definitions under, 78

Metropolitan Local Management Acts,
general purpose of, 29; sanitary
regulation of cellars and under-
ground dwellings by, 30; also of
drains, ashpits, and water-closets,
31; and of scavenging and removal
of dirt, &c., 32; construction of
buildings under, 32 ; provision of
area in rear of dwellings, 34; for-
mation of new streets in metropolis,

98; definitions of terms in, T7; |

sections regulating the qualifica-
tions and election of vestrymen, 86
Metropolitan police. See Police
Metropolitan sanitary and nuisance
aunthorities, list of, with the name
and address of the clerk to the
vestry or district in each case, 84
Metropolitan Water Act,
amend, definitions nnder, T8

NoTICE of action to public bodies, 87

Notices to be issned by loeal authority
in cases of remodification of un-
healthy and congested areas, 57, 98

Nuisance, definition of a, 15; how to
et rid of, 16 ; magistrate's sum-
mons against, 17 ; penalties attach-
ing to, 17, 24 ; extension of right
of complaint against, 18 ; examples
of, 18 ; overcrowding held to be a,
21 ; also want of proper fittings for
water-supply, 40

Nuisance authority, action of, to pre-
vent apread of infection, 26 ; regu-
lation of water-supply by, 38, 40 ;
statutory definition of, 81. See

Act to |
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PEN

Sanitary inspector and Officer of
health

Nuisances Removal Act, 1855, re-
specting fittings for water-supply,
40 ; definitions under, 80

OFFICER OF HEALTH, statutory de-

finition of, 80 ; functions, scope and
means of action of, 47, 48, 51, 52,
54, 55, 56, 58, 92

Official representation, meaning of,
i)

Organisations empowered to take part
in enforcing the sanitary laws, 7

Overcrowding, concerning, 14, 15, 20;
held to be a ‘npuisance,’ 21, 30;
moral contamination of children
through, legislated for by the Re-
formatory and Industrial Schools
Acts and Elementary Education
Acts, T2

Owner, obligations and rights of, 49,
56, 61; if not to be found, onus
rests on occupier, 49 noté ; statutory
definition of, 77, 78, 79, 80

PARISH AUTHORITIES, power of, to
supply water, 41

Parishes represented on the Metro-
politan Board of Works, 81, 82

Passages, overcrowding in, 21. See
Overcrowding

Penalties attaching to infringement
of provisions of the various Sanitary
and other Acts:—against owner or
occupier in case of nuisance, 17;
for neglect of rules governing tene-
ment houses, 24 ; for spreading in-
fection, 26; for letting infected
lodgings, 28 ; for letting or occupy-
ing unsanitary cellars or under-
ground dwellings, 31 ; for building
houses without proper drains, ash-
pits, and closets, 31 ; for neglect in
scavenging, &c., 33; where Water
Companies do not give constan

38
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PER

supply, 39; for breaking bye-laws
of local authority binding- on
tenants, 50 ; for infraction of regu-
lations under Puablic Health Act,
1863, 90, 92, 94 ; for breach of bye-
laws of Metropolitan Board of
Works, as to erection of buildings,
a7

Person, statutory definition of, 78, 80

Persons entitled to set the law in
force in aid of sanitary reform, 7

Police, Metropolitan, powers of, in
sanitary aid, 12, 14; may act in
place of sanitary authority, in case
of neglected duty, 24; power of
enforcing the provisions of the
Common Lodging-Houses Act, 28

Premises, unhealthy, 18; statutory
definition of, 79, 80

Public bodies, notice of action to, 87

Public Health Act of 1866, definitions
under, 81 ; sample of bye-laws of,
89

Pulling down and rebuilding, concern-
ing, 42_68

RAILWAYS, clearances of, 69 ; clauses
in Bills providing for the proper
housing of persons disturbed, 70;
compulsory on the part of eompanies
to placard notices of intention of
disturbance, 70; how the re-housing
clanses are evaded by the com-
panies, 71; obligation of com-
panies to run cheap and sufficient
trains, T4

Ratepayers, powers of, in sanitary re-
form, 45, 55, 56, 68 _

Registration of houses let in lodgings,
28, 90

Re-housing. See Artisans’ Dwellings
Acts

SANITARY ACTI8, general purpose au::l
scope of, 14; definition of a *nul-

INDEX.

BUM

sance ' within the meaning of, 15 ;
limiting proviso concerning trade
refuse, 15 nofe, 20 ; necessary steps
to be taken to get rid of a nuisance,
16 ; regulation of tenement houses
by, 23; of drains, 32 ; of scaveng-
ing and removal of dirt, 32; limited
nature of scavenging powers, 33;
in eonnection with eonstruction of
buildings, 33, 34 ; with regard to
the area in rear of dwellings, 34 ;
sample of bye-laws, 89. Ses Artisans’
Dwellings Acts, Torrens' Acts, Tn-
dostrial Schools Aet, Metropolis
Water Act

Sanitary and Nuisance Authorities,
Metropolitan, list of, 84-6

Sanitary inspectors, inflaence of pri
vate individual action upon, 8 ; re-
porting infringements of law to
local anthorities, 9 ; functions and
scope of powers of, 16 ; inspection
of drains, water-closets, and ash-
pits by, 31, 32. See Officer of
health

Seavenging and removal of dirt, &c.,
32

School Board, powers of, in cases of
overcrowding, 13; action of, where
children are exposed to moral con-
tamination, T2

Secretary of State, statutory definition
of, 80

Sewer, statutory definition of, 78

Sewer authority. See District Board

Smoke, as a nuisance, definition of,
15, 16

Statutory definitions of terms. See
Definitions

Statutory rights of interference in
sanitary matters, 8

Street, statutory definition of, 77, 80,
99: bye-law of Metropolitan Local
Management Act, as to formation of
new streets, 98

Summary jurisdiction.
Summary Jurisdiction

See Court of






















