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The Duty of a Locality to Utilise the Nitrogenous
Matter in its Sewage for the Benefit of
the Nation.

By ALFRED CARPENTER, M.D.

THE object of this paper is to show that localities have
duties to the nation to which they belong. It is not a
sound argument to assert that the performance of these
duties may have an apparently adverse result for the time
being, by causing considerable expense. Some other course
may possibly save the local authority an immediate capital
expenditure, but if that course be persevered in, it may lead
to much loss and mischief to the nation. The transporta-
tion of felons (the refuse of society) to the other side of the
world, appeared for the time to save this country much
trouble, but perseverance in that course would have in-
volved disastrous results. In the case of sewage refuse,
when the land is deprived of its natural requirement agri-
cultural exhaustion ensues. It is one of the laws of nature
that plant life is required for the support of animal exis-
tence, and the converse is also true, that growth of animal
matter is necessary for the continued development of vege-
table produce. The fruits of the earth, which are especially
wanted for human subsistence, require for their rapid
growth the continued or occasional application of ammonia,
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