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ADVERTISEMENT.

Tue following ¢ History of the Dog’ has been
written® to carry forward the plan announced in
the volume of ¢ The Elephant,” namely, to com-
plete those works which have for their object to
furnish very complete details of the three quadru-
peds (the Elephant, the Dog, and the Horse) who
have been the great instruments furnished by
Divine Providence to man, to enable him to * re-
plenish the earth and subdue it ;”’ and who, by their
remarkable sagacity, have, in various states of
society, deserved to be regarded as his especial
friends.

The first of this Series, ¢ The Elephant,’ was
written by the Editor of the ¢ Weekly Volume,’
and was originally published in the ¢ Library of
Entertaining Knowledge.” The present volume is
composed by Mr. W. C. L. Martin, whose reputa
tion as a Zoologist is well established; and he
will also furnish the concluding * History of the
Horse,” which will be shortly published.

N C. K.
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HISTORY OF THE DOG.

CHAPTER I.

ORIGINAL TYPE OF THE DOG.

It is a singular fact, of which many persons are not
aware, that all attempts to ascertain the primitive origin,
the wild stock, of our domestic quadrupeds, appear
hitherto to have been unsuccessful.¥* Their primeval
condition and characters are lost in the obscure of by-
gone time, nor know we when, or under what circum-
stances, or by what nations, the several wild stocks were
reclaimed from a state of freedom, and taught to submit
to the bondage of man. With respect to our domestic
poultry, the case is somewhat different. The primitive
root of each species is, we think, fairly determined ; yet
we are equally in the dark as to the circumstances attend-
ing their first subjugation, and their early dispersion
throughout various countries often remote from that in
which the bird is naturally indigenous. The common
fowl, for example, originally from India, existed in our

* The Buffalo used in Asia and Italy, if it can be consi-

dered as a truly domestic quadruped, is perbaps an exception,
We may add the Yak and Gyall,
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6 'HISTORY OF THE DOG.

island ‘before ‘the invasion of Julius Ceedar. Tt would
seem, indeed, as if a record of events and operations
bearing intimately on the welfare of the human race, but
destitute of that meretricious glare which surrounds the
deeds of warriors erimson with blood, or of usurpers
laying waste the towns and villages of a ravaged country,
were unworthy of the pen of the historian, or even of his
notice. So it has been in all ages. History is replete
with the mighty deeds, perchance rather crimes, of mighty
men ; —it speaks trumpet-tongued of war, and the
¢ gaudia certaminis,” the *rapture of the fight,” and
the prowess of heroes,—but it is silent respecting the
motives, the attempts, the failures, or the success of those
who unobtrusively laboured in the domestication of wild
animals, serviceable to our species, and valuable as pro-
perty ;—it is equally silent respecting the rise of metal-
lurgy, the discovery of metallic ores, and of the modes
adopted in obtaining and working the pure metal. Yet
we know that at a very early period of man’s existence
upon earth, there.was ‘‘a keeper of sheep” and ‘““an
instructor of every artificer in brass and iron.”

As history, then, is silent respecting the primitive
stocks of our domestic quadrupeds, the zoologist has no-
thing to guide him except observations and experiments.
To these he has had recourse, but with little success.
In the case of the dog, indeed, the difficulty of ascer-
taining its origin is peculiarly great. Various naturalists
of profound research have diligently investigated it, and
few have deduced from their labours the same opinions.
Some have confidently referred the dog to the wolf, as
its wild type,—others to the jackal; in both of which the
pupif of the eye is circular (linear in the fox). Others,
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again, contend that it is a factitious animal, descended
from a mixture of various species; and most deny the
existence of any aboriginally wild race of dogs at present
in existence.

So great is the difference in form, size, hair, qualities,
and disposition which the various breeds of the domestic
dog exhibit, that it is difficult to believe, interbreed as
they may together, that all are the descendants of one com-
mon parentage. We are among those who believe that,
as there are degrees in the relationship of species to
species, some may, although distinet, approximate so
nearly-as not only to produce, infer se, mules incapable
of interbreeding, but a progeny of fertile hybrids ca-
pable of admixture, perhaps even to the most unlimited
extent. That of such a mixed origin is the domestic dog
was the opinion of Pallas, and to this circumstance he
- attributes its extensive varieties ; for he observes that
those domesticated animals which either do not intermix
with other species, or which produce with others an un-
prolific progeny, are very little changed, however com-
pletely and anciently they have been under the dominion
of man. Such, then, may be the origin of our breeds of
dogs; but we must not forget the modifying. effects of
climate, diet, training, and domestication on an animal
which is evidently peculiarly susceptible of impressions
on its physical nature, no less than on its moral (if the
term be allowed), from the thousand agencies connected
with a state of the most complete subjugation, and those
ever in active operation. Butif we hesitate to receive
the theory of Pallas, still more so do we to receive that
of some naturalists who regard the wolf as the sole parent
of the dog. This opinion is maintained by many able

B 2



8 JOHIBTORY OF THE DOGL 1

zoologists jand ' among! ther cby' Mp; Bell,; whose! jargu-
ments are,"it! must ! beacknowledged; entitled - to the
greatest consideration. ' ‘¢ In-order,” says this eminent
naturalist, ¢ to come to any rational conelusion on-this
head, it will be necessary to ascertain to what type the
animal approaches most nearly, after having for many
successive generations existed in a wild state removed
from the influence of domestication, and of association
with mankind. Now we find that there are several in-
stances of dogs in such a state of wildness as to have lost
that common character of domestication, variety of colour
and marking. Of these, two very remarkable ones are
the Dhole of India and the Dingo of Australia; there is,
besides, a half-reclaimed race amongst the Indians of
North America, and another, also partially tamed, in
South America, which deserve attention ; and it is found
that these races in different degrees, and in a greater
degree as they are more wild, exhibit the lank and gaunt
form, the lengthened limbs, the long and slender muzzle,
and the great comparative strength, which characterize
the wolf ; and that the tail of the Australian dog, which
may be considered as the most remote from a state of
domestication, assumes the slightly bushy form of that
animal. - We have here, then, a considerable approxima-
tion to a well-known wild animal of the same genus, in
races which, though doubtless descended from domestic
ancestors, have gradually assumed the wild condition ;
and it is worthy of especial remark that the anatomy of
the wolf, and its osteology in particular, does not differ
from that of the dogs in general more than the different
kinds of dogs do from each other. 'The cranium is abso-~
lutely similar, and so are all, or nearly all, the other es-
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sential parts ;. land to!étrengthen: further. the  probability,
the dog 'and wolf will- readily breed together, and their
progenyis fertile.  The obliquity of the position of the
eyes of the wolf is one of the characters in which it
differs from the dogs; and although it is very desirable
not to rest too much on the effects of habit on structure,
it is not perhaps straining the point to attribute the
forward direction of the eyes in the dogs to the constant
habit for many suecessive generations of looking towards
their master, and obeying his voice.”” 'To these remarks
is added the fact that the period of gestation with the
dog and the wolf is the same, viz., sixty-three days;
in the jackal it is fifty-nine days. Now we at once
admit that the theory laid down by Mr. Bell is not de-
stitute of much that is worthy our deep consideration ; we
have consequently given our earnest attention to it; but
we cannot say that we adopt it, It is at once conceded
that the wolf and the dog will, under some circumstances,
breed together,—so will the dog and jackal,—but the
progeny of the wolf and dog, if at all fertile, as Buffon
seems to prove, is so in a low degree, the mixed race
failing and becoming by degrees extinet, = With respect
_to the continuance of hybrids between a dog and jackal
race, we have no data to found any assertions upon.
But suppose the progeny of the dog and wolf, and of the
dog and jackal, were fertile, infer se, for ever, what
would be proved ? = This, in the opinion of some natural-
ists—that the deg, wolf, and jackal were one and the
same species; but in our opinion, only that the species,
truly distinet, were of  very near affinity, as undoubtedly
they are; and therefore eapable of producing fertile hy-
brids. - The fact, however, is, that no one can bring before
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us @ pure genuine descendant of the wolf and dog of the
second or third generation, though a strain of the wolf
and jackal may exist in various breeds. And here we
may just glance at the character of the wolf, in order to
see if the animal be such as would lead man in the
earliest stages of human existence to select it as a
guardian of the fold. The wolf is ferocious, but, after
all; cowardly, recluse, skulking, and wary. It manifests
no attachment to man. We knew a wolf belonging to
the late celebrated anatomist Joshua Brookes, which
roamed at liberty about his yard, and which while young
was caressed by the students; it was familiar enough,
and so continued till fully adult, when it showed itself
in its wolfish colours, and instead of being docile became
an object of terror. Mr. Bell, indeed, records an in-
stance in which a female wolf at the Zoological (ardens
was very gentle and familiar, and even brought out her
pups to share in the caresses of those to whom she was
partial ; and he also adverts to the wolf whose history is
recorded by M. Frederic Cuvier, and which evinced
towards its master the most dog-like affection, displaying
at the same time memory and intelligence. These are
extraordinary cases, and may be paralleled with similar
ones relative to the lion, tiger, hyena, horse, and ele-
phant ; and certainly do not prove that the wolf and the
dog, though closely related, are identical with each
other. Besides we have yet to be shown (which ex-
periments oply can decide) that there is in the wolf that
physical pliability, that susceptibility of modification in
its organic and moral organization, which will permit its
conversion into the mastiff, the hound, the setter, the
spaniel, the lapdog, and the pug.
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There is another point not entirely to, be overlooked,
though we would not lay much stress upon it, namely,
the inveterate hatred which subsists between the dog
and the wolf. It is said, and perhaps with truth, that
he who leaves the party with which he was connected,
and joins the opposite, is the most rancorous opponent of
his former colleagues. But though this may apply to
ourselves, we have no right to infer that it holds good
with regard to a race of lower animals. The Esquimaux
dog, which closely resembles the grey wolf of the high
northern regions of America, as far as external appear-
ance goes, dreads the latter animal, to which it often
falls a sacrifice ; on the contrary, it is eager in the chase
of the bear. Caplain Parry, in the Journal of his
Second Voyage, says :—*‘ A flock of thirteen wolves, the
first yet seen, crossed the ice in the Bay from the direc-
tion of the huts, and passed near the ships, These ani-
mals, as we afterwards learned, had accompanied or
closely followed the Esquimaux on their journey to the
island on the preceding day ; and they proved to us the
most troublesome part of their suite. They so much re-
semble the Esquimaux dogs, that had it not been for some
doubt amongst the officers who had seen them, whether
they were so or not, and the consequent fear of doing these
poor people an irreparable injury, we might have killed
most of them the same evening ; for they came boldly to
look for food within a few yards of the Fury, and remained
there for some time.,”” Ie says in a subsequent page,
¢ These animals were so hungry and fearless as to take
away some of the Esquimaux dogs in a snow-house near
the Hecla’s stern, though the men were at the time within
afew yards of them.”” Norisit only in the dreary country
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14 U HISTORY' OF THE DOG, '

is characterized by an ‘elongated pointed: muzzle, sharp
erect ears, and by a 'bushy tail; not carried ereet, but
only slightly curved wupwards, and by general slender-
ness-of contour. In its native country, the banks of the
Mackenzie River, and of the Great Bear Lake, traversed
by the arctie circle, this variety of the dog never barks;
and the pair brought to England by Sir John Franklin
and Dr. Richardson never acquired this canine language
—this mode of expressing their feelings; but one born
in the Zoological Gardens made his voice sound as loudly
as any other dog of the same age and size. The hair of
the Mackenzie River dog is full, deep, and fine ; in sum-
mer it is marked by patches of slate grey, but in winter
becomes white and more thick and furry. The animal is
of great use to the natives of those bleak realms where the
moose and reindeer are objects of the chase during the
winter. This dog has not indeed strength enabling it to
encounter these animals, but, from the lightness of its
body and the breadth of its feet, it runs easily over the
snow without sinking, if the slightest crust be upon the
surface, and can overtake the quarry and keep it at bay
till the hunters come up. Dr. Richardson says, that ** it
was perhaps formerly spread over the northern parts of
America, but being fitted only for the chase, it has since
the introduction of guns given way to the mongrel race
sprung from the Esquimaux Newfoundland and this very
breed, with occasional intermixture of European kinds.
Now, if we admit, what some have contended for, that
‘this graceful and intelligent dog is a descendant of the
arctic or some other species of fox, and that the Esqui-
maux dog is the progeny of the arctic wolf, it follows
that as these dogs breed together, their parent stocks
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must be specifically identical. 'We doubt, howeyer, the
imputed origin of either of these dogs, whether from the
wolf or fox. ' It is'a remarkable fact that many wild or
half-wild dogs, though wolfish in aspect, do not resemble
the wolf in colour. They are, we believe, as a general
rule, red. A brief notice of these wild or half-wild
breeds of dogs may not be here out of place, as we shall
find from it that though these animals be wolfish in
aspect, they are not truly wolves,—they have sufficient
characteristics of their own by which they are to be dis-
tinguished,—they are wild dogs. Let us look first at the
Dingo, or Australian dog. Are we to consider this dog,
of which packs roam through the wilds of Australia,
preying upon the kangaroo and the flocks of the settler,
as descendants of a domestic race, returned to a state of
freedom,—or as an original wild race, of which the rude
savages have rendered some semi-domesticated ? If the
former, we must confess that we are ignorant alike of
the origin of this dog and of the circumstances attending
its introduction. For ourselves we cannot help believing
that the dingo is a true wild dog, constituting a distinet
species indigenous in Australia. This dog, called by the
natives of New South Wales ¢ Warragul,” is about as
large as a harrier, with the body firmly built, and the
limbs very muscular. The head is broad between the
ears, and the muzzle is acute ; the neck is thick and
powerful ; the ears are short, pointed, and erect; the
tail is moderate, somewhat bushy and pendulous, or at
most raised only horizontally. The general colour is
sandy red ; the eyes are rather small and oblique, and
have a sinister expression. The dingo is remarkable for
agility and muscular powers, as well as for cunning and
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ferocity.” ‘It never 'barks, ‘bat howls lowdly, and” hunts
i ‘émall companies, “ M 'G. Bennett; in his ¢ Wanders
ings in New South Wales,”' comments on the cunning of
the dingo, which he says are the wolves of the colony.
They breed in the holes of rocks, and carefully watch
their brood. A litter was found near the Yas Plains,
which the discoverer failed to destroy, intending to re«
turn and catch the mother also, and thus extirpate the
whole family ; but the female must have been watching
him, or ascertained by the scent that her lurking-place
had been invaded, for on his returning a short time after,
he found all the little dingos had been carried away ; and
he was never able, though diligent search was made in
the vicinity, to discover their place of removal. Of
iheir power of enduring pain, without manifesting any
sense of suffering, he gives several instances:—*‘ One
had been beaten so severely that it was supposed all the
bones were broken, and it was left for dead. After the
person had walked some distance, upon accidentally
looking back, his surprise was much excited by seeing
the dingo rise, shake himself, and march into the bush,
evading all pursuit. One supposed dead was brought
into a hut for the purpose of undergoing decortication.
At the commencement of the skinning process upon the
face, the only perceptible movement was a slight quiver-
ing of the lips, which was regarded at the time as merely
muscular irritability. The man, after skinning a very
small portion, left the hut to sharpen his knife, and re-
turning, found the animal sitting up, with the flayed in-
tegument hanging over one side of the face.” The
ravages made among sheep and calves by these dogs is in
some districts very serious; and as they have in the in-
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terion a/vast vange of, ynexplored. territory, the extermis,
nation; of ‘the; race;seems bopeless. . Mr. G, Bennett
states  that the d.mg'o is;, not, met, wl.t,h in Van, D:lamen ,9;
Land.,

Wﬂ have had the ﬂppertumty nf seeing many specra
mens of this dog in the Zoological Gardens; and one
which was bred there came under, our special notice, It
was about six weeks old when removed from the mother;
and on being put into a room it immediately skulked into
the darkest corner, and then, crouching, eyed us with
looks of great distrust and aversion : as soon as left to
itself it commenced the most melancholy howling, which
ceased on any person’s entrance. This was for some
days its constant practice ; and when placed in a kennel,
the greater part of the day was so employed. It grew
up strong and healthy, and gradually became reconciled
to those from whom it received its food, but was shy
towards others, retreating into its kennel at their approach.
It never barked, nor, like other dogs, gave notice of the
approach of strangers, and therefore, as a guard, was per-
fectly useless. A great part of every day was spent in
howling, and that so loudly as to be heard at the distance
of nearly half a mile. When the moon rose brightly it
would sit and utter for hours its wild lamentations, not a
little to the annoyance of the neighbourhood. With all
its shyness, it was at the same time savage and cunning :
it would never make an open attack, but several times
snapped at persons when their back was turned, and im-
 diately retreated to its kennel. So great was its strength,
that, having one day got loose, though encumbered with
a heavy chain, it leaped a wall of considerable height,
and was not secured without difficulty. The dingo, we










































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































