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X11 PREFACE.

model of my work ; not that I entertained
the most distant idea of emulating my highly
respected Preceptor, but, considering his
plan as most suited to my object, I deter-
mined, however humbly, to imitate his ex-
ample. I am well aware how much an
effort must. suffer in comparison with one
conducted upon similar principles, but with
infinitely superior ability —a comparison
essentially connected, and inseparable from
imitation ; however, the improvement of the
Profession, and not my own reputation, is
the principle by which I have been actu-
ated, and the motive which has influenced
me in the present attempt.

Perhaps here I may be asked, with what
consistency can I expect to effect what my
acknowledged superiors have not been able
to accomplish, or do I entertain any san-
guine hopes upon the subject? —To this
interrogation, I reply unequivocally in the
affirmative ; and the principles upon which
I ground my expectations will, I am con-
vinced, be acknowledged by cvery candid
observer of human nature. If we wish to
excite a boy, for instance, to make an essay
of his strength, and attempt a hazardous




































































































































































































































08 CLINICAL REPORT

symptoms returned ; says he caught cold, through
a broken glass in the window-frame of his room.
Mitt. sanguis ad 3x. B Aque ammon. acel. 3ij.
vin. ant. 3ij. aque font. 3vj. M.—sumat coch. }.
amp. 2dis horts. -

He died in a few days afterwards, and was
interred before I was made acquainted with the
event; and thus I had not an opportunity of
making any examination of the diseased struc-
tures.

Observations—This case presents some pheno-
mena worth noticing. This patient, at the first,
‘was affected merely with symptoms of fever ; there
were no signs whatever of local inflammation.®
The blood drawn upon each occasion buffed, and
manifested the inflammatory diathesis, in a very
remarkable degree. There can be mno question
that the exhibition of mercury, under the cir-
cumstances of such constitutional excitement,
contributed in no small degree to induce both
local inflammation and dropsy: When I first saw
this case, I anticipated dropsy, from an active
course of mercury, and I therefore determined to
lower the excitement, before subjecting him to
the “influence of a mineral which his disease
demanded, but the constitutional irritation forbade.

* T exclude the inflammatory ulcer on-the glans penis.
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Under the impression that I had sufficiently re-
duced the excitement, and corrected the habit,
I ventured, on the 12th, to give small, and what
I conceived unirritating doses of mercury. But
the extreme susceptibility of the nervous system
soon convinced me that I had greatly overrated.
my endeavours ; accordingly, on the 17th, the
blue pill was suspended.

On. the 24th, the blue pill, combined with
opium, was prescribed,* and, from the extreme
susceptibility of both the nervous and circulating
systems, was followed by very serious conse-
quences. It likewise unfortunately happened,
that the patient took the medicine in double the
quantity prescribed. On the 1st December, we
find him affected with all the symptoms of highly
acute, irritative fever, and fully formed dropsy.
There can be little doubt of the exeiting influence
of mercury ; and we can thus readily comprehend
how diseases, in the first instance trifling and
unimportant in their nature, are, by the injudi-

* This circumstance shews the great advantage of being
perfectly acquainted with the history of the case. Had the
gentleman who kindly supplied my place at the Dispensary
been thoroughly informed of my views with respect to mercury
in this instance, I am well convinced it would have been the
last remedy he would have resorted to, notwithstanding the
formidable appearance of the syphilitic sore, and its efficacy in
arresting the progress of such ulcers.



















































86 CLINICAL REPORT

a kind of cloud in it ; was not examined by heat.
Abdomen swollen, with a feeling of distﬂnt?;},
which has been increasing for several weeks past
finds her clothes becoming too tight ; cedema of
the feet and legs severe, especially on the right
side. R Pulv. digitalis gr. v). pulv. ant. gr. XX.
eat. hyoscyami gr. viij. M. Ft. pil. no. xij.—st. J-
sing. noctibus. ¥ Sulph. magnesi@ 3ss. carb. ejus-
dem 5ss. aceti colchict 3ij. aquee font. 3vj. M.—st
coch. j. amp. ter in die.

19. Urine increased very much in quantity,
but the patient rapidly emaciates; bowels free ;
pyrexia continues; giddiness; nausea; pulse slow-
er, but hard and thready ; cough, ascites, and
cedema, nearly as at last.  Mill. sanguis ad 3vii).*
Omitt. pilule. .

91. All the symptoms relieved; bowels con-
stipated. R Pil. aloés myrrhd 3ss. calomel. gr. X.
M. Ft pil. viij.—st. j. all. noctibus : cont. mist.
diurelica.

Dec. 1. Ascites much relieved ; urine plenti-
ful ; cedema of the right leg still severe; bowels
free.  Mitt. sanguis ad 3viij. cont. mistura-

3. Cough severe ; dyspncea, with hurried re-
spiration ; fever ; pulse firm, hard, and wiry ;

% The blood did not buff, but the serum Was thick, dense,
and gelatinous.



ON DROPSIES. 87

thirst; foul tongue; pain on pressure of the
abdomen, which is enlarged ; cedema of the legs
increased ; urine scanty and gelatinous, and coa-
gulates by heat. Blood drawn on the last occa-
sion, did not buff; attributes the increase of the
symptoms to cold she caught going home. Matt.
sanguis ad 3x. & Calomel. gr. v). pulv. ant. gr. XX.
confecti opii . s. ut ft. pil. viij.—st. j. tertiis horis.
Ht. item pil. aperient. no. viij.—st. 1). sing. noclibus,
aut pro re natd.

4. Cough and dyspneea relieved; respiration
not so hurried ; fever abated ; pulse softer and
less frequent; skin softer and cooler; abdomen
diminished, and cedema less; urine sufficient.
Blood buffed and cupped, with a dense, thick
serum. Cont. med. ut supra.

5. All the symptoms much relieved ; cedema
has nearly disappeared. Perstat usu remedi-
orum.

From this time she continued to improve ; the
ascites and cedema of the legs speedily disap-
peared. She took a little infusion of cascarilla
as a tonic, and was discharged perfectly cured
on the 28th January, 1824,

- Observations., — The exciting causes of the
dropsy in this case I could not well ascertain;
she was after what women term the ‘ the turn
of life.””  There was, it will be observed, pyrexia
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from the first; but whether this pyrexia arose

from cold, indigestion, or what other source, I

could not well learn. There were no signs of
local inflammation at the first application, but

fover was present ; I therefore determined to try
what effect simply exciting the urinary organs

might have upon the disease. In the report, both

upon the present occasion, and upon several

others in the course of this history, the urine

was not only plentiful from the first, but was still
farther augmented by the use of diuretics; but
yet the dropsical symptoms remained unabated.
Indeed, one circumstance was too obvious and
too important to escape observation ; namely the
emaciation. The increased exhalation being
carried off by the kidneys, while the cause of it
was not removed, produced the emaciation.
Dr. Philip mentions the history of a glutton, who
daily consumed an almost incredible quantity of
food, yet he rapidly emaciated; the sustenance,
as it were, passing off by the skin and kidneys.
Indeed, I fear the reliance solely upon diuretics
in active dropsies has often produced diabetes.
Dr. Blackall thinks that diabetes and dropsy are
very nearly allied to each other; and I feel very
much disposed to agree with him. :

There evidently was no organic disease, and
therefore the complaint must have depended upon
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excitement of some Kind, as we' may presume
from the active means which relieved the symp-
toms. Whether this excitement arose  solely
from the febrile state of the system, it is not for
me to decide: I have given a true history of the
case, let the facts speak for themselves.

CASE XVL

Hanvan Winriams, aged 30, labourer’s wife:
a.poor woman of spare habit. Dispensary.

Nov. 17, 1823. Considerable pyrexia; thirst;
foul tongue; elevated temperature ; respirﬁti{}ﬁ
difficult and hurried ; pulse small, frequent, quick,
and wiry; bowels irregular, constipated ; alvine
evacuations dark-coloured; abdomen tumid ;
cedema of the lower extremities; urine natural
in quantity, or rather plentiful, but dense and
gelatinous in_ its appearance, and readily coa-
gulates on the application of heat; has been
occasionally subject to leucorrhcea; stomach
oppressed with nausea and other symptoms of
an irritable state of that organ.* R Pil. hyd. 3ss.

# She believed herself pregnant, which proved to be the case.
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she had become more composed. The pills had
operated ; the blood drawn was not buffed, but
the serum was dense and gelatinous in its appear-
ance, and on heating a little of it, it became a
solid, dense mass. She felt severe pain on pres-
sure of the hypogastrium, and a tenderness gene-
rally over the iliac regions; pyrexia; hard, wiry
pulse. Admov. hirud. no. viij. vel x. hypogastrio
qua dolet, et fovealur abdomen : aliter ut anté.

30. She feels much better. The pills have

operated well.  Perstat usu pilularum.
- Dec. 1. All the symptoms improving ; abdomen
somewhat diminished in size ; anasarca as at first,
or nearly so; but complains of pain and tender-
ness on pressure of the serobiculus cordis. Admov.
hirud. no. vj. scrob. cordis qua dolet: aliter ut
ante.

2. Pain much relieved; pyrexia reduced; passed
upwards of a quart of water while the leeches were
drawing blood ; anasarca disappearing.  Admov.
emp. lytiee epigastrio. Repet. pil.

10. Abdominal swelling much reduced; no
sense of fluctuation; tenderness diminished, but
on pressure the bowels feel sore; no pyrexia;

pulse hard, but moderate. Mi#t. sanguis ad 3viij.
aliter ut ante.

11. Pulse soft; skin moist; bowels free; ten-
derness of abdomen nearly gone ; urine natural ;





















































































ON DROPSIES. 127

smell, which frequently exhales from persons
labouring under the last stage of typhus fever,
particularly in warm climates ?—uvitality having, as
it were, ceased, and the animal matter, being sub-
Ject to no vital operation, begins to yield to the
elective attractions of its elements, and the decom-
position becomes thus sensible.

It may be still farther urged: has exciting the
absorbents been found the most effectual means of
curing dropsy ?  Mercury has been given in vain,
nay, this medicine has even produced dropsy.
One case, in illustration of this fact, has been
already adduced in this Report; and the reader
may consult Dr. Blackall’s excellent work for
several similar instances. In Dr. Crampton’s
Clinical Report, it will be found that bleeding
was frequently suceessful, without any assistance
from those means which are usually supposed to
excite the absorbing powers of the system. In
the Report which I have just submitted to the
reader, it will be observed that very little has
been trusted to diuretics, nor have any special
means been adopted for the purpose of exciting
the absorbents. |

It has been supposed that dropsy might be
accounted for upon the principle of a laxity of
the exhalants. Laxity, I presume, in pathology,
merely expresses a passive inertness. Let us seo























































ORGANIC DISEASE. 145

the permanent inability proves, dissection cannot
always detect, change of structure.’’* |

Hence, then, it has been necessary to confine
the meaning of organic disease to those perma-
nent changes of structure, which, from their
degree and extent, are readily cognizable on
dissection after death. Such a change involves
the whole of the component structure of the
organ. Before, however, such a change as is
compreliended in the above definition can - take
place, considerable derangement, both of struc-
ture and function, must be observable.

Mr. Abernethy distinguishes between what has
been termed mere functional derangement, arising
from nervous irritation, and that more severe de-
gree which involves a greater extent of structure.
““ Previous to the history of the case,” he observes,
“ I shall add a few observations as to the different
meaning of the words disorder and disease, which
I believe have been generally used indifferently,
being considered as synonymous. When I first
published these observations, I then wished to have
defined the terms, and to employ them strictly ac-
cording to the meaning I should attach to' them $
but I forbore doing it, thinking it might be con-

* Treatise on 1 ndigestion, pp. 316, 317.
L
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