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32 THE BURDWAN FEVER.

villages besides that of Jehanabad, opens into the
Kana Nudee at a place called Gopinathpore. Its
mouth was closed by the Zemindar through whose
property it passed in the Bengali year 1273 (a.D.
1866 and 1867) for the purpose of retaining water
on the rice-fields, which are very high and from
which the monsoon water ran off into the Khal.
This closure helped to keep the khal full, and at
the same time rendered it incapable of receiving
the drainage from the paddy fields, and the latter
in their turn failed to draw water from the villages
of which they were the drainage media. This
lock-up was followed by the outbreak of an epi-
demic almost simultaneously in all the villages of
which the khal was the dramage outlet ;—n a
mitigated form in the year immediately succeeding
the one in which the khal was closed and virulently
the year after.” (Pp. 15, 16.)

Again: “In the same tract of country, and for
precisely the same purpose, another stream, called
the Koko Nudee, which was the drainage channel
of a large number of villages and which likewise
emptied itself into the Kana Nudee, was similarly
closed at its mouth at Dhurrumpota in the same
year, ViZ., 1866-67, and the same was followed
shortly after by an outbreak of epidemic fever in
o number of villages, &e. We should here men-
tion that the cross dam over this khal is provided




































44 THE BURDWAN FEVER.

affected, and it was for some time that this bank
had been giving away, jet there was scarcely
any difference in the amount of fever between
this and Akloky situated on the other side.

It is a recorded fact that some of the rivers
have silted up. The Kana Nudee of Jehanabad
was once as big a stream as the Dwarkessur,
which here divided 1into two branches; one,
passing through Chandur, Myapur and Khanakul,
was continuous with the Rupnarain at Bukshee,
and the other passed through Balee, and became
a tributary to the Rupnarain  some miles
below Ghatal. The heavy flooding that took
place some fifty years ago, threw up so much sand
that its bed was filled up completely and was
raised much higher than the original level. The
course of the stream Wwas altered, and the former
bed was planted with mango-trees and cultivated
for rice crops. 'The portion beyond the division
now carries simply the drainage of the district
to the Rupnarain and remains dry in the summer
ceason. Dr. Dutt mentions the extinction of a
channel called the Baluka, whose course he has
traced for a distance of fen oOr fifteen miles from

Burdwan. At Myapur the Ratnagar khal has .

dried up for upwards of a century which once
kept up the communication between the Dwar-
kessur and the Moondeshary. Investigation on







16 THE BURDWAN FEVER.

acting lately in an aggravated form, but they
also fail to supply a general explanation. Thus
with the advance of years sanitation has been
neglected and more filth accumulated in the
villages. The general causes of dampness have
slowly and gradually increased, and the increasing
rice cultivation in the Lower Bengal has added
still more to exaggerate the evil. Yet something
more is wanting to explain the explosive way
in which the disease showed itself. This will
lead us to the consideration of those causes which
we term immediate or exciting.

First. Poverty, over-crowding and deficient
vital energy. The Government of India, I believe,
have partly subscribed to this view, originally
promulgated by Col. Haig and supported by Dr.
Saunders. It implies that endemic disease has
become general mot from any increased potency
of ‘malaria’ but from diminished power of resist-
ance in the constitution of the people, brought
on by over-crowding, insufficient food and general
poverty. To support the existence of this con-
dition in society they had recourse to the doctrine
of Malthus. For the benefit of general readers
I will quote it as it has been briefly given in
Mill’s Political Economy.

« The power of multiplication inherent in all
organic life may be regarded as infinite. There





































58 THE BURDWAN FEVER.

been slow and sure, unmarked by fluctuations
indemnifying from its ravages particular tracts of
country, but all the contiguous villages withm
the range of its fell influence have been one after
another absorbed in the general vortex of disaster.
The insidious way in which one village after
another was attacked, decimated, and restored to
its former condition without any apparent change
in the habits of the people or the aspect of the
country, points to something more than fixed local
causes. An epidemic disease shows itself without
any assignable cause, soon reaches its climax and
as inexplicably dies out. An endemic disease 1s
generally traceable to some neglect of sanitary
regulation, steals its march on society by slow
degrees, intensifies by length of years, and unless
the defective condition is remedied, clenches itself
on the land with an obstinacy which obtains for 1t
the permanent notoriety of unhealthiness. During
the prevalence of fever in Burdwan the people
became more and more pauperised, sanitary con-
ditions were neglected and the villages wore a
deserted appearance. Under such unfavourable
conditions an endemic disease was more likely to be
intensified than mitigated with the advance of years.
We have observed that difference of soil, difference
of drainage, and difference of water-supply furnish

no explanation of its present intensity. The



























































































































































































120 THE BURDWAN FEVER.

sanitary condition of the villages through which
its water flows. I have premised that the villages
bordering on this line are, as a rule, healthier and
have presented less mortality than those in their
immediate neighbourhood. But amongst them,
again, various shades of gradation are observed.
Thus Goonore, a village removed only a mile from
Sankta, presented an opposite state of health. It
scarcely differed in any material way in the local
advantages it enjoyed, excepting that it was
larger and more populated, and situated more on
the bed of the khal than on its side.

There are other villages in this neighbourhood,
situated between this khal and the river Damudah,
which are older, larger and more populous, such as
Sreekistopore, Jotseram, Rajarampore, Shadepore,
“&e., but the amount of sickness and mortality
in them exceeded much in proportion. Most of
them are also under water in the flood season, but
the waler rises in them by a process of slow jfillng up
and as slowly subsides. The result is therefore
totally different. The water of the tank is simply
undrinkable and full of aquatic vegetation. The
soil is most jungly, and shrubs and under-woods
abound. A more uncleanly state of villages cannot
be imagined.

Besides, the drainage of these villages 1s

obstructed. The body of inundation water passing
































































































































































