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Two pounds of oil of lilies.

‘Six ounces of the terebinth of venice.

One ounce of aqua-vita.

Pour the “whole ‘burning Aof into' gun-shot

wounds. 1 19 | | ’
John de Vigo saw this recipe compounded.---

The late Mr. Grose recited this Anecdote.

Leprosy was once the scourge of mankind,
and ‘hospitals were endowed for the cure and
maintenance of lepers ; yet now we scarcely know
what is meant by such a complaint. "Theé most
dreadful complaints have been, and might be re-
moved or alleviated, by human science.

ka .

The Small Pox once wunnecessarily ravaged the
earth: but thanks to Lady Mary WorrLey Mox-
TAGUE, . who introdiiced ‘inoculation’: to Birox
Divspary, for practising' it, and also for the cool
mode of treating that ‘complaint; and to those
noble medical men of theé day, who adépted it : “and
thanks to Dr. Jexxer; for his Vaceinie Inoculation.
These days of evil'are passing by!-~-And shall Her-
nia or Rupture yet unnecessarily desolate man-
kind? And must the poorruptured man be forgot,
and live miserable, and die wretched ? God for-
bid ! Surely, Sirmit is worth our while to inquire
into the very important position of mine,

A 2 “ That
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Rupture was reducible, and my modes of keeping
up a Rupture, hadbeen adopted by him, the fata/
descent could not have happened: 1 knew of his
Grace’s mm’p:lﬁ'i-ﬂt,i and wish I had done as T in-
tended ; which was, to have sent a calico cushion
and my book, anonymously; but a foolish delicacy
prevented me. Indeed, Hernia or Rupture, has
been, is, but T hope will not /ong be, such a scene
“of imposition, that'a man cantiot obtain @ general
belief for the hardiest assertions. Rupture, like
death, does not respect persons. o

¢ Mors xquo pede pulsat,” Hor.

Even the most illustrious suffer: according to
Lord Orford’s Letters, Her Majesty Queen Caroline
mfféi*ed much'frum, nnd_died”ﬂf,_ a Rupture.

'lhe Juurnals of the time state thaif Her Ma-
Jesty Louisa ngen of Dﬂnmalk jfmln gest daughter
of His MﬂJesty King George the Second, born
Dec. 7, 1724, died in the last stage of her preg-
nancy of a Rupture Feb. 19, 175

Poor Michael Servetus complained in a letter
to those cruel Magnificent Lords at Geneva, who
brought him to the stake,  That the pains of his

“ Rupture, added®o the sufferings of his confine
= ment.s

The
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" In my fivst Treatise, entitled *° New Directions,
&c.” ‘1 have pointed out the mode of cerfamnly
keeping up Ruptures in the groin, under any ex-
ertion ; and now with laudable impartiality will
- point out substantial reasons why this mode should
not be adopted :

- First. ' Because it is a new and a very extra-
ordinary circumstance. :

Secondly. Because it is not expensive, costing
only about one shilling.

Thirdly. Because it will injure the past and fu-
ture interests of speculating patentees.

Fourthly. Because it consists only of simple,
self-evident, mechanism.

Fifthly. Because it will enable ruptured paupers
to get their bread, and to remove their families

from the work-house, and so lower the poor’s
rates. '

S

Sixthly. Because it will make the ruptured ne-
groes perform their labour more happily.

Seventhly. Because it will double'the value of
these ruptured negroes to the West-India planter,
and enrich him by saving their lives,
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My instructions are plain enough for any per-
_ son to make use of them. As to patentees, the
use of the calico cushinn: will lessen the dangers
of some of their inventions: but you will say,
“ Sir, all this is very arrogant, very assuming. Is
there no way, Sir,. to keep up Ruptures, but
your’s”?__I answer, there is no other way to do
it with certainty, for the following series, of
truisms :

That if an aperture, or hole, is to be stopped
up, the hole is not stopped, w/hen the substance
applied thereto, remeves {rom it.

That if you cannot press close or tight enough
on this hole to stop it, because a tender substance,
- (the spermatic vessels) are near it, then that
tender substance must be protected by something
soft, (the calico cushion.)

That a substance of pressure cannot fasfen on
the hole, if the lines of action of the bandage and
its straps be not correct to fasten it thereon.

I therefore, Sir, take the liberty of saying, my
mode alone is right; because, in mechanical ac-
tions, there is only a right and a wrong. 1If you
lift up the dottom part of a substance, !ﬁteral]y

B applied
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LETTER IL

IGNOR&NCE is the fountain of human misery,
- therefore, Sir, let us inquire what is meant by
a RUPTURE or HERNIA.

“ By the term Rupture, Descent, or Hernia, is
in general meant a swelling, produced by the
falling down, or protrusion of, some part or
parts, which ought naturally to be contained
within the cavity of the belly*.

““The places in which these swellings make their
appearance, in order to form what is called a
RUPTURE, are the groin, lakbia pudend;, the
upper and fore-part of the thigh, and every

- part of the anterior, or front part of the abdo-
men or belly.

-~

“ The parts, which by being thrust forth from

-

* Mr. Pott.
the
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well those who have not Ruptures, as those who
have *”. : '
As these extracts are intended only for those
who require common information, I think it is
not necessary to follow Mr. Porr through all his
anatomical researches, but only observe * The
former Rupture, that is, the scrotal, descends
by means of an aperture in the tendon of the
external oblique muscle near the groin, designed
for the passage of the spermatic vessels in men,
and the ligamenta uteri, in women; and the
latter, under the hollow, made by Poupart’s, or
Fallopius’ ligament, at the upper part of the thigh,
along with the great crusal vein and artery +.

““ The ligament of Fallopius is in the lower bor--
der of the tendon of the external oblique muscle of
the belly, stretched from the fore-part of the 0s
ileum, or haunch bone, to the pubis.

“ The pair of muscles, called the oblique ex-
ternal ascending, cover all that part of the belly
which is without bone, &c. They are fleshy on
the sides, and tendinous in the middle and lower
part ; they spring from the seventh and eighth

* Mr, Pott. + Ibad.

ribs,
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fectly d;sf.inct from this tunica -vaginalis nf‘ the
ch@rd YA Tk T 3 FLA ey

“ Let us remember the weakest part of the
membrane, called peritonaum, is oppesiZe to the
natural opeming in the tendon of the external
oblique muscle; and that the acknowledged use of
the ‘miuscles of the abdomen, (or belly), is by
pressing on all its contained viscera to assist dis
gestion, “ithe expulsion of the freces, urine and
_feefus; and that in'many natural actions; such as
sneezing, coughing, &c. and in all great exer-
tions of'strength and force; our erect posture must
necessarily occasion a pressure to be made against
the lower part of the inside of the belly, by some
of its contents; a very probable and satisfactory
account of the origin of the common inguinal, (in
thegroin), and scrotal Rupture, may be collected.

“ In young (‘fhlldt‘&ﬂ this descent or protrusion
happens most frequently when the child strains in
crying, &¢!; as soon as the effort ‘ceases, and the
child is quiet, the part genetally returns up again,
and the swelling disappears. The nurses call it
wind, and it is; at first, frequenﬂy neglected, as
the child i 15 not apparently injured by it, and few
. people are aware of its possible consequences,

C " Adults
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of the finger, and give pain on being handled.
On the cofitrary, if there be no stricture made
by the tendon, and the intestine suffers no degree
of inflammation, let the prolapsed piece be of
what length it may, and the tumnour of whatever
size,; yet. .the tension will be little, ahd no pain
will attend the handling it: upon the patient’s
coughing, it will feel as if it was blown into, and
in general it will be found very easy returnable.

“1f the He.niia be of the omental kind, the
‘tumour has a more flabby, and a more unequal
feel; and if the quantity be large, and the patient
adult, it is, in some m{:asuréj disﬁnguishuble I}ry
its weight, -

“If it comsists of both intestine and omentum,
the characteristic marks will be less clear than in
either of the simple cases.

g The only diseases with which a true Hernia
can be confounded are, the venereal buboe, the
hydrocele, and that defluxion on the testicle,
called “Hernia humoralis”.

“It 1s to be observed, that the same kind of
Rupture, in different people, and under different
circumstances, wears a very various face.

C =2 s If
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is engaged, the tighter the tendon binds, dnd the
more hazardous is the consequence. I have seen
a fatal gangrene in 2 bubonacele, which had not
been formed forty-eight hours, and in which-the
paece of :mtcst:he was little more than half atl inch:
brissse Upan the wﬂm&e every thmg |cun$1tie:red it
may be said, that an intestinal Rupture is subject
to worse symptoms, and a preater degree of ha-
zard, than an omental one; though “the latter is
by no means so void of either, as it is commonty
supposed t0 be. That bad symptoms are more
likely to attend a recent Rupture, than one of an
ancient date; that the descent of a very small
piece of intestine is more hazardous, than thatof
a larger ; ‘that the Hernia, which consists of gut
only, is, in general, attended with worse conse-
quences, than that, which is made up of both gut
and caul: and that no ftrue judgment can be
formed, of any at all, unless every circamstanoce
relating to it be taken into consideration*®.”

I have, Sir, made quotations from Mr. Porr,
on Ruptures in the groin and scrotal Hernias; and
will consider femoral Ruptures, which receives
jts name from itsﬁimatim:, the tumor occasioned

* Mr, Pott,
by
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the upper and fore-part of the thigh. = The sac is

generally described as passing over the crural ar
tery and vein, nwhich are 'said to lie immediately
behind it; but whoever will examineithe state of
these parts in a'dead subject; will find that this:is
not a true representation: ‘the descent is made on:
one side of these vessels, nearer to the os pubzs,
and the hernial sdc, if it bé: not greatly distended,

lies between the crural vessels, and the last-men-.
nuned bone, on-which it vests®*?.4+ | 20 1n nioo

&

W ;_-_‘! [T <367 .H.J'"'-:I 15 ,JI. . Jl:

"The ‘truss, apphed as'ustial,“in the grum,kmll
geerally prev’er‘rf a'descent(into the' thigh; b{f
cumpreésm g the hﬁrder of th‘é-rﬂfahqlﬁtmustle.

Sudl -r' sv s | o [rer
JIa.E | -DODESIIE | ulj '”' ‘I.i E i

L s R

The umb:ﬁcal or navel Rqure, I now c‘“d';h-'
sider, is so called from its situation : and ha"s hké'
the ather, for its general mntents, a pnrtmn of
111‘!‘&5!1&;3, nr ﬂmﬂhmm nr bnth “URSVER

i

..
« Infants ate ver y subject to this dlSEHSE, in a
t;mail degree, from the SE:paratmn of the funiculus,
(nr n;wel nh{ud) but In gcneral thf:y elther get ud‘
b} wearmg a b'mdage It is nf'mme cunsequence,
to get this dnmder cured in females even than
q * " ]n

LY

& +* Mr. Pott.
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e The' first’ 5ub5i3ink:e' the patient vomits, is his
fuod if he ‘has any in his stomach; and some time
after, 'he vomits pure biles the’ ‘excrements and

windiare then discharged by the mouth only, with
oreat Pa‘m, "then ‘the abdomen is inflated, “and
extended torthe last degree, @ anda fever comes on,
fmd aisa ‘an’ hfckup and convulsive § asms.

(e | - ;OO 892837 fi aa'l'.-l" 0 b -zhasn

pei¢ T 'theﬂéulmaj thapulsé"hemmes intermit-
,tani ithe patient vomits withaout efforts; the wind
is sometimes discharged downwards; ‘the abdomen
becomes flat, and the extremities turn cold. The
nose is pinched, iand ‘the eyes are fixed and st&rmfr
then death appmachmg, the parts fall totally inte
a martification; the gripes, the vomiting, and the
hickup cease; the Hernia becomes solt, the ab-
domen collapses or falls, and the patient dies in
a miserable condition, without any possibility of
affording him the smallest relief.”

As to the operation for a strangulated Hernia,
I need not take up your time on that subject,
as it concerns ﬂnlj,r pmfeamunal men ; but the
place, the pauent should gn to bed, and send for
a surgeon. A few hours hesitation or delay mary
be fatal in its. consequence !

My first pubhcatmn describes what a truss
ought
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\
Jdown when the bowels are emptied—If cannot be;
for the more the belly presses forward, the more
the truss pulls against it. Ina mechanical opera-
tion, what succeeds one moment must succeed
_another.

" All trusses should be applied while the patient is
in a supine posture ; much harm may ensue from
the application, when standing up.

I wanted no conviction or proof of the utility
‘and necessity of using the calico cushion, which is
to be placed under the pad of the truss; forin a
mechanical action, what succeeds one day must
succeed another ; but I desire to repeat, that very
lately at a public Dispensary a surgeon applied
this cushion to a ruptured patient, whose truss,
without it, was useless and painful, and the Rup-
ture then kept up comfortably.

—— T R ————

. Posrscrier. Those fruss-makers who condescend
to look at the trusses, which my publisher’s have
the kindness to the world to take the trouble of
exhibiting, will please to ohserve,—--The front and

" back straps are placed about one inch backwarder
than usual: on such correct attention, the stabi-
lity of the truss over the aperture depends.

THE END,

Printed by T, Collins, Harvey’s Butldings, Sirand.













