The influence of metallic tractors on the human body, in removing various
painful inflammatory diseases, such as rheumatism, pleurisy, some gouty
affections, &c.; &c; : lately discovered by Dr. Perkins, of North America... /
by Benjamin Douglas Perkins, son to the discoverer.

Contributors

Perkins, Benjamin Douglas, 1774-1810.
University of Glasgow. Library

Publication/Creation
London : Printed for J. Johnson ..., 1798.

Persistent URL

https://wellcomecollection.org/works/sq3kevpv

Provider

University of Glasgow

License and attribution

This material has been provided by This material has been provided by The
University of Glasgow Library. The original may be consulted at The
University of Glasgow Library. where the originals may be consulted.

This work has been identified as being free of known restrictions under
copyright law, including all related and neighbouring rights and is being made
available under the Creative Commons, Public Domain Mark.

You can copy, modify, distribute and perform the work, even for commercial
purposes, without asking permission.

Wellcome Collection
London NW1 2BE UK

E library@wellcomecollection.org
https://wellcomecollection.org



http://creativecommons.org/publicdomain/mark/1.0/

























. -
PRE 1
1 i I .
1 1 - L ol o i | - - I
Ic &K= ek v S -
- b
c 14 L . - i
: ] :
1 . | . . 5 : i
e - i = =5 B ] =
4 1 I 1 | e g . h
1 = B E 1 1 - - -
- - - 1 i 2 i
. - - " 3













ON THE

iNFLUENCE or METALS, &

OCTOR PERKINS of Conneticut,

D in North America, fo: many years enter-

tained the opinion that metals poffeffed an influ-

ence on the human body, which had hitherto
“elcaped the {crutinizing eyes of phyfiologifts. This
opinion was the refult of fome phenomena, which
in the courfe of his extenfive practice had acci-

clentally arrefted his attention,

Here it is neceffary to cbferve, thit in the
United States of America, as in all other new
fettled countries, labour has not yet received the
divifions which characterize the more refined and
tivilized nations of Europé. The practitionets of
phyflic are neceffitated, in many parts of the
country, to atténd in cafes which belong more
immediately to the province of furgeons and apo- -
thecaries than to that of phyficians.
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feffor at Bologna, relative to the'furprifing effects
of metals on the nerve and mufcular fibre, ¢on-
firmed him in his hypothefis *. '

f 1 s From

# Since the publication of the experiments of GaLvANT,
very numerous have been the attempts of {ubfequent phyfi-
ulugil’m to-improve on his difcovery, Among others, Valli,
’anta, Fowler, Monro, and Cavallo, have favoured the pub-
lic with their refearches into this mtereﬂ;mg fubjeét.

Cavallo, one of the latell of thele experimentalifts, after
citing molt of the important experiments-of the gentlemen
who have written before im, together with the addition of
his own, comes to the following conclufion:

¢ The principal phenomena of animal eleétricity, viz.
the property of being put in motion by a metallic communi-
cation made I;-eméen the nerves and mufcles, is not peculiar
to a few animals only, but feems to be a property of all
animals in gmﬂﬂ a Jaw of nature which admits of few
exceptions; and even thefe exceptions are of a very doubtful
nature. ;

i, The experiments havé alreddy been tried with a gr:at
variety of terreftrial; acriak and aquatic animals.

¢ The human body, whilt undergoing certain r.:}urur_
gical operations on its recently amputated limbs, have been
convulfed by the application of metals. From the ox and
the horfe down to the fly;the effe€ls of metallic applications
have been repeatedly and-unequivecally obferved.: With
fome the power lafls longer than with others; the move-
ments alfo are more orle(s evident and powerful, according
to the various nature and difpofition of the animals,

“ The leg of a recently dead horfe was agitated fo
violently by the application of a fhilling and a bit of tin-
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in the courfe of an extenfive prafice thefe
were frequently found, on which he never failed
to make fuch experiments as were calculated to
accomplifh his object.

 He proceeded to make Inftruments of what
are called the perfe&t metals as well as of the bafe
ones, and likewife of various compound metals,
and tried them all, fometimes with lefs and
fometimes with more fuccefs, than he had ever
hoped or expeted. Thefe experiments he con-
tinued for {everal years ; convinced from what hﬂ
had already noticed that he was right in his prin-
ciple, and ardently hoping that further experi-
ments, and obfervations, would enable him to
apply it to the alleviation of human afflittion,
and the general benefit of mankind.

The refult corroborated and indeed exceeded
his moft fanguine expetations; for he difcovered
that, by drawing over the parts affected in' parti-
cular direftions certain inftruments which he
formed from metallic fubftances into certain
thapes, he could remove chronic rheumatifm,
fome gouty affettions, pleurilies, inflammations
in the eyes, eryfipelas, and tetters ; violent fpaf-
modic convulfions, as epileptic fits ; the locked

B 3 jaw;
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To this Convention he foon after reported his
difcovery, and perhaps from its novelty and appa-
rent fimplicity this report was received by fome
with doubt and caution, and by others even with
contempt. ‘The firft impreffion on thefe gentle-
men was, that the operation of the Metailic Influence
was a mere revival of Animal Magnetifm. He was,
however, requefted to make a further communi-
cation on the fubjet at the enfuing meeting, which

“was to convene fix months afterwards,

The fubje& by this time began to excite pub-
lic attention and general curiofity. By thofe
only who had feen or experienced the effects of
the Traffors were they credited, while thofe who
judged only from rumour confidered the metallic
operation as a renewal of Mefimer’s treatment,
and the fhafts of ridicule were thrown at the dif-

and extenfive pradtice in his profeffion, and whofe {uccefs in
treating the .yellow fever at New IHaven in 1794, and
pub]icatiun on that difeafe, will ever bear teftimony of his
abilities and candor, . :

If the reader fhould difcover, that the condut of fome of
the fellows of this Society has not altogether comported
with the landable objeft of its eftablifhment, he is defired to
obferve, that, as molt of them have had the candor to ac-

knowledge their error, the cenfure ought not to be extended
beyond the few individuals who merit it.

B4 coverer,
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perfonages of the Union. General W ASHINGTON,
then PresipenT of the United States, convinced of
the importance of the difcovery from experiments
in his own family, availed himfelf of irs advan-
tages by purchafing a fet of the Traffers for their
ufe.

~ The Curer Justice of the United States *, fe-
veral of the Senators and Reprefentatives in Con-
grefs, and other literary characters, honoured the
difcoverer with their attendance at a great va-

riety

# Extra& of a Letter from the Honourable Oriver Ers-
worTH, LL. D. Chief Juftice of the United States, to
the Honourable Jornn MarsmarL of Virginia, now one
of the Envoys Extraordinary from the United States
tq the French Republic.

< Philadelphia, March 7th, 1797.
« Dear Sir, ;

¢« The gentleman who will deliver this letter is Dr.
Perkins of Conneéticyt, a refpeftable phyfician and dif-
coverer of the Metallic Trafers for the relief of pain,
Strange as his hypothefis may Ihe, experiments give it
countenance. In fome cafes the effets wrought are not
eafily afcribable to imagination, great and delufive as is its
power. 1

«t Should there be cafes favourable for experiments in
your vicinity he wounld be very ready to operate, and thae
in the _pref::m:z of Pcr!’um molt competent to detedt a

fallacy,
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and 1 believe T may fay to the general fatisfac-
tion and furprife of the fpeftators. Difeafes of
the moft obftinate nature, which had baffled me-
dical art, were removed by the Metallic Trataors =

‘and many perfons of an advanced age, who

had been crippled for years with the chronic
rheumatifim, were, in feveral inftances, perfectly
cured.

By moft of thofe who witnefled the furprifing
effe@s of thefe operations, the difcovery was
confidered as one of the moft happy and impor-
tant that has ever been made for the benefit of
mankind. The many ftubborn and indifputable
fa&ts, which demonftrated that the operations had
no fimilitude whatever to Animal Magnetifm, be-
gan now to remove prejudices, and gain it re-
putation. b '

By many of his beft friends, the difcoverer was
ftrenuoufly advifed to avail himfelf of the advan-
tages of the patent law, which was framed for the

purpofe of ¢ promoting the progrefs of ufeful

r

arts,” and to fecure to himfelf the advantages

derivable from what they conceived fo happy a
difcovery. As he had a large family, had put
himfelf to coenfiderable expence in purfuing his
ideas to this pleafing refult, and, by negleéting all

) : his






£ 23
controverfies in that country * afe frequently
carried to fuch lengths, that the combatants be- ,
come perfonal enemies; and it feldom happens
that the vanquifhed can forgive the conqueror.

At this time the recolletion of their former
difagreement was frefh in the breafts of Dr. P.’s

e Whoever has read the Philadelphia Gazettes during
the late diftrefing calamity of the yellow fever, will readily
perceive the prevalence of this unhappy difpofition among
the medical men of the United States. The well known
outrages, in confequence of the controverfy between Dr.
Rufh and Dr. Currie, committed by both their parties,
during the autamn of 1797, have not done honour to that
benevolent philofophy which is charalteriftic of an enlighten~
ed age and a civilized people. Among men where the
more aueighty arguments of the club and cane, and thofe fuc-
ceeded by chailenges, have aflumed the place of fair, candid,
and friendly difcuflions, becaufe there happens to be 2
trifling difference in opinions, we muft not be furprifed, or
even complain, if an inftance occured in which an hafty and
illiberal decifion had taken place on a medical fubject, which
related to a very material innovation, more efpecially as this
innovation was attempted by a perfon very obnoxious to
the party which aflumed the power of deciding. For the
particulars of an encounter of the above defcription, {ee Mr.
Rufl’s defence of his condué in laying wiolent bands on
Dr. Rofs, a friend of Dr, Currie’s. The good maxim of
Sallut would be attended with happy confequences, if ob-
ferved by the medical profeflion in America :

« Concordia parve res crefeumt”’
antagonifls ;
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yote, written and prepared by Dr. Perkins’s
enemies fome weeks beforé-hand, pronouncing it
the remains of animal magnetiim: and in order
further to deter any of their members from afcer-
taining the merits of the difcovery by experi-
ments, they ¢ directed their Secretary to cite any
member of their fociety praétifing as abeve (i. ¢
ufing the T7acfors) before them at their next meet-
ing, to anfwer for his conduct, and render reafons
why he fhould not be expelled the fociety for
fuch difgraceful pratices.” - This vote was of
confiderable length, and was couched in terms
which would far better have become the perfe-
cutors of 2 Copernicus and a Galileo, in an age of
ignorance and fuperftition, than thofe who would
fondly be confidered as the patrons of fcience and
philofophy in the enlightened ®ra of the eigh-
teenth century. In juftice, however, to the re-
fpectable inftitution to which thofe gentlemen
belonged, it is neceffary to obferve, that the con-
vention was very thinly attended, and cenfifted
of few befides the profefled enemies of Dr. P.
Neither Dr. Munfon their Prefident, a gentleman
whofe fuperior eminence in his profeffion is
equalled only by his reputation as a philofopher
and a man of letters, nor any of the reprefenta-
tives from the medical focicty of the county in

which
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that no analogy or affinity exifted between the
operations of the metallic influence, and the ex=
ploded pracice ofanimal magnetifm. = But a few
of the moft interefting facts which led to this de-
cifion, fhall now briefly be recited,

On the fubje& of Animal Magnetifim, it was
conceived that no information fo authentic could
be obtained, as that of the report of the commif-
fioners at Paris (Dr. FrankLin at their head, and
Lavoisier one of their number) appointed by
the late Lewis X VI. for the exprefs purpofe of
afcertaining the merits of the practice. This en-
quiry, undertaken by the greateft philofophers of
the age, was conducted with ability and candor,
and the refult is univerfally known to have been an
explofion of the doctrine, and a cenfure upon its
inventor. It was found that the effets produced
by Mefmer, were not owing to any newly difco-
vered law or principle in nature, as he pretended,
but folely afcribable to the influence of  compre/~
fion, imagination, and imitation*.” Among the
numerous experiments made by the commif~

* Some of the fubfequent pra&ifers of this art, have
pretended to produce fome effets unaffifted by compreflion
or imitation.

& fioners,
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mind of a patient infpired with confidence and
enthufiafm.”

Having obtained every neceflary information
from this report, the medical gentlemen, who
were attempting to inveftigate the merits of the
metallic influence, next directed their attention to
difcover, if any affinity or refemblance could be
found between the operations of Dr. Perkins and
the treatment of Mefmer.

After almoft innumerable experiments, which
were made on fubjects of all defcriptions, as it
refpets their difeafes, ages, or ftations in life,
and, in fhort, diverfified with every variety which
occurred to them ; it was acknowledged that there
could be no refemblance found, either in the
modes of application, or in the effetts which were
produced, between the operation of the Traffors
and animal magnetifin. It was obferved, that the

more admirably planned than the introduéion of the pians
Jorte, which was continually playing tunes on keys that cors
refponded with the changes which, it was intended, fhould
take place in the animal fpirits of the patient,

There are but few perfons who have not a thoufand times
experienced the powerful effetts of mufic, and realized their
fufceptibility of its influence.

| Ca2 author
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dulity and impofition, they have hitherto been
chiefly ufed among men of fcience and refpec-
tability, who have often been difpofed, at firft, to
treat them with ridicule and contempt, from a
pf:rfuaﬁan that the operations were all 2 fallacy.

The circumftances under which the Tratfors
produce no effet, alone fufficiently prove that a
phyfical caufe, independent of the power of ima-
oination, is concerned in the operations; as for
‘inftance, relief from pain has never been pro-
cured by them, on parts of the body to which
any * oily applications, or where any adipofe fub-

ftances have been recently employed,
Indeed,

# The obftacles which oil prefents in exciting mufcular
motion,or the animal eleétricity, is particularly mentioned
by Galvani, the difcoverer of that influence. ~ (De Firibus
ElL in'm.m. p.22.) '

Dr. Fowugr alfo, whofe ingenious experiments on the
fame nflucuce have fucceeded thofe of Galvani; has the fols
lowing remarks, (Exp. and O/, on Anim. Eleft. p,-18.) |

« Qjls of all kinds are fo far from conduting, that if the
fingers of the perfon holding either the probe or the Zing
have per{pired much, even this operates as a complete ob-
ftruétion to the paflage of the influence. The inftant the
perf{pired matter has been wiped away, and the fingers have
been dipped in water, it again excites contractions. When

E 3 the
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of a fallacy; and the refult proved, that there were
perfons who might ufe the Tradfors for any length
of time, in difeafes which were fuitable for the
operation,and produce no perceptible effect; when
by placing them in the hands of another perf{on,
who fhould perform the operation precifely in
the fame manner as before, the pain or in-
flammation would be removed directly. It is
true, this fingular property is chara&eriftic but
of few, yet among the great number who have
purchafed the Traffors in America, there are
fome who have never performed a cure. Thefe
gentlemen, whenever an operation is required,
‘put the Traztors in the hands of a bye-ftander,
who applies them under their direttion, and the
ufual falutary effects are the immediate con-
fequence,

This curious fat has been mentioned, by the
writers on the philofophy of the metallic influ-
ence, as a proof of its analogy * to the influence

difcovered by Galvanl,
I fhall

e See the experiments of profeflor Volta, relating to the
various effets of the metals when applied to the fenfe of
tafle.

Cavallo, alfo, when fpeaking of the influence of metallic
applications, which are rendered fufceptible to the faffe and

C4 Sfight,
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as the quincy, boils, and whitlews, if applied be-
fore 'a fuppuratmn has taken place ?—remove
the fevere inflammations, pains, and tumors of the
Jings and bites of poifonous infects 2—or of burns
and fealds, and thofe on an infant 2—or inflan-
mations of ringworms, tetters, and eryfipelas @
Or can imagination cure the lamenefs of 2
brute * ? Thefe are fome of the afflictions which
the Tratfors generally carel "

It may be naturally conceived, that the evi-
dence exhibited muft have been powerful and

¢ [ once faw a horfe,which, in confequence of a ftrain
in the paftern, had become exceedingly lame, and from the
intenfe heat of the hoof on that foot, and the aétions of the
animal, was fuppofed to be'in ‘great pain, completely re-
lieved in the courfe of ten minutes by the operation of the
Trafors; the hot hoof becoming of the fame temperature as
that of the other. From being fcarcely able to put his foot
to the ground, he became fo much better in about twelve
minutes from the time the metallic inftruments were firft
applied, thata gentleman mounted him and rode aWags
being but juft able to perceive his lamenefs,

1 have hea.rd of other fimilar Jnﬂances, but this is the
only one which has come under my perfonal obfervation,

I have frequently, however, heard of the little pamful
fwcllmgs on the back, ge:m:r:!.ll;,r termed jaddle boils, hemg
gured h}r the nperaunn of the metallic influence.

conclufive,
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she Convention, in a&ing fo precipitately on a
fubje of fuch great importance.  Prefident
Munson himfelf read before the Society, con-
yvened at New Haven, a learned and ingenious
Differtation on the fubjeét of Animal Magneufm
and Animal Ele@ricity. After giving an hiftori-
cal account of the impofitions of Mefmer, and
according with the juftice of the report of the
commifTioners in France, to which I have before
referred, he inftanced the late important difco-
veries of Galvani, and the ingenious experiments
of ¥alli, Velta, Fowler, Monra, and Cavallo, in ani=
mal ele@ricity; and concluded with the following
remarks: ¢ After all thefe difcoveries of the
exiftence of a certain influence, by whatever name
it is called, in the nervous fyftem of animal
bodies, which has properties, and is fubjett to
the fame laws, in many refpects, with the eleétri-
cal fluid, and which may be excited or eduéted
by the application of metallic fubftances, would
it appear ftrange to a philofopher, or would it
exceed the credulity of a well-informed phyfician,
that Metallic Points ®, applied to perfons difeafed
with pain, had given relief?—To none, I imagine,
who believe in the exiftence of fuch an influence,

® The traftors have often been called *metallic points.’

which _\
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ments made in Europe, ftill his application of
metallic fubftances for the removal of difeafes,
muft, T conceive, be acknowledged at leaft an
improvement on their difcoveries, and fomething
peculiar to himfelf ; and I conceive it to be a
difcovery capable of great improvement for the
benefit of mankind, It is certain, there are facts
of its influence. too notorious, and fupported by
fuch indubitable teftimony, that it is futile to
imagine it can be hiffed out of exiftence—man-~
kind will not be laughed out of their fenfes,

_ « Let every member of the medical fociety
‘make a candid trial with the patent Tracfors ; keep
a regifter of their experiments, and in many in=
ftances I doubt not but they will prove efficacious
in the removal of difeafes, and will effet it ac-
cording to the old adage, cito, futo, et Jucunde*.’

The public fentiment being now univerfally
difpofed to acknowledge the importance of Dr.
Perkins’s difcovery, thofe few members of the
convention, who began the oppofition, had now
recourfe to another meafure, by which they in-
tended to have torn from his brow the laurels he
had fo juftly acquired, and with them adorn the

ot %ﬂfﬁé-{f} ﬁﬁ{y. ﬂnﬂ’fi’fﬂﬁﬂ!f}'- I
buft
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buft of another. = For this purpofe, they induftri-
oufly reported that the difcovery did not originate
with Dr. P. but that he gained it from a neigh-
bouring phyfician; and as that gentleman was
dead, they fuppofed that the truth could never
be explored. It was well known, that the gentle-
man alluded to was a man of very fuperior talents,
and that eleCricity was his favourite ftudy ; it
was alfo known, that he was on the moft inti-
mate terms with the difcoverer for many years
before his death. But it was found upon enquiry,
that none of his medical pupils, of which he had
a large number, or any other perfon, had ever
heard from him, or feen any thing in his practice,
fimilar to the operations of Dr. P. except once,
when he attempted to remove the pain from a
tooth by applying a fimple metal, which he thcn
called Dr. Perkins’s remedy.

This fubterfuge being expofed, a rational man
would have conceived that thofe anti-immovators,
more efpecially after the rebuke contained in
their Preflident’s differtation, and the wvarious
ather publications of the fame nature, would have
effected the beft retreat they could; but, hke
fome of the heroes of the Chevy-chafe, although
- completely vanquifhed, they would not yield:

¢ But when their legs were {mit away,

* They fought upon their ftumps.” I
n
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In May laft, 1797, thefe gentlemen again af-
fembled, but found it impofiible to proceed on
the grounds of their former refolution, without
diffolving the fociety : for if they proceeded to
the expulfion of every one who had engaged mn
thefe < difgraceful prafices,” they wnuld have to
pronounce judgment againft one half of the
members, with the Prefident at their head; and,as
the reputation of the metallic operation was now
completely eftablifhed, not only by the publica-
tions of the experiments made by moft of the
literary charatters of the United States, but by
the members of their own fociety, they were
compelled to give up their firft point, viz. that
the practice was a revival of Animal Magnetifm.
However, a fertile imagination fuggefted new
grounds for accufation, on which they did not
hefitate to pafs fentence. The dreadful charge
againft Dr. P. now was, that he had  obtained
a patent under the authority of the United States,
for the exclufive privilege of ufing and vending
certain pointed Metallic Inftruments, which is
contrary to the rules and regulations of their fo-
ciety, interdifting their members the ufe of Nos-
TruMs !”"—So ridiculous were the reafons given
by thefe gentlemen, and fo bard pujbed were they
to find caufe for accufation, that their very charge

carried
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]td%ment, of the wtility of the metallic influ-
enae®.

I have dwelt more particularly on the vote of
{ome of the members of the Conneicut Medi-
cal Convention, becaufe that, among the de-
cifions of learned inftitutions, is the only inftance
in which the efficacy of the Trafors has ever
publicly been queftioned in the United States.

The novelty and fimplicity of the operation of
the metallicinfluence,added to thofe prevailing pre-

* It is with no fmall regret that it falls to my lot to
detail facts, which refle® a fligma on fome gentlemen
of the medical profeflion in the United States. Although
this difpofition for diffenting is more general than I could
wifh to acknowledge, yet in the prefent inftance but a very
fmall part of the above fociety was concerned in thofe
extraordinary proceedings, Of more than rwo Aundred
members which compole the fociety, not more than tawenty
were prefent on that occafion; and the major part of thefe
were perfons who had been engaged ina former controverfy
with the author of the difcovery of the metallic influence, and
have ever fince been his avowed enemies, Several members,
in confequence of thofe votes, were fo difgufted that they
have fince abandoned the meetings. The fociety, collec-
tively confidered, is an extenfive and refpe@able inftitution,
and many of its members are gentlemen of the higheft
merit. :

D judiccs
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of calorific matter, and compound a #neutral folt ?
As well might we expect that the quarry thould
yield the polithed ftatue without the labour of
the artift, as that the human mind,byits reafoning
powers alone, fhould be able to predicate on effeéts
of this nature without the teft of experiment.

Convinced that the reader will agree with me
that fatts are better than argument, I fhall pro-
ceed to the Experiments. No particular order 1s
obferved in the arrangement of the Cafes, asitdid
not occur to me that it was neceffary.

I would only further oblerve, that the follow-
ing experiments are not introduced folely with a
view to eftablith the reputation of the Metallic
Influence ; but rather that'T might complete the
firft defign of this publication, which was to
give an hiftorical fketch of the origin and pro-
grefs of the difcovery. As thefe communica-
tions form a part of the incidents which eventually
afcertained the importance and reality of Dr.
P.’s dilcovery, their immediate connection with
the fubjeét of this Tra&, rendered it neceflary
to introduce them. I flatter myfelf I fhall
have the fatisfaction, on being favoured with
{uirable fubjeéts, of affording evidence, which

D2 to
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¢ T have ufed the Traffors with fuccefs in fe-
veral other cafes; and although, like Naaman
the Affyrian, I cannot tell why the waters of
Jordan fhould be better than Abana and Pharpar,
rivers of Damafcus,” yet fince experience has
proved them fo, no reafoning can change the
opinion.

¢ Tndeed the caufes of all common faéts are,
qwe think, perfetly well known to us, and it 15 very
probable that fifty or an hundred years hence,
we fhall as well know why your Zrafars thould
in a few minutes remove violent pains, as we now
know why cantharides and opium produce op-
pofite effects; viz. we fhall know but very little
about either, excepting fais. The world * will,
notwithftanding, continue trying to oblige the
prefent and future Galileo’s folemnly to renounce
opinions, which, in fubfequent periods, will be
univerfally adopted. In fpite of Ecclefiaftical
authority, the earth ftill revolves on its axis,
&e. 8¢,

® The reader will not require an Explanatin;-: of the ob-
jeft of this remark, after what has before been ftated rela-
tive to the refolutions of the Conneticut Medical Conven-
tion. Profeffor Meigs 1s an inhabitant a!f the fame State
in which thofe proceedings took place,

D 4






EXPERIMENT  IL

Communicated by the

Rev. WILLIAM ROGERS, D.D,

Profeflor of Oratory in the Univerfity of Pennfylvania,
&c. &e,

Philadelphia, June 1ft, 1797.

« Mr. MaraT of Philadelphia, was fome
time {ince afflicted with a violent inflammation in his
left eye, accompanied with a fevere pain, which
extended through the head, and deprived him of
reft. The eye was entirely clofed, and con-
ftantly difcharging water. Several things were
applied to give him eafe, but to no purpofe. 1
told him, on opening it gently with my fingers,
it was too bad to be relieved by the Traffors, as
it wag entirely of a bloody colour, and all the
parts contiguous greatly fwelled and much in-
flamed ; however, I would try their efficacy. I
applied them a few minutes,and he began to open
the eye. I continued ufing the Traffors for the
fpace of ten or fifteen minutes, when the pain
and inflammation were entirely removed, and he
opened his eye without difficulty. He returned
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days fince he was fo violently attacked, that the
ntelleftual funtions were entirely deranged, and
1 apprehended very ferious confequences. 1In
this fituation 1 purchafed a fet of Dr. Perkins's
patent Metallic Trastors, the firlt application of
which held out the pleafing profpect of his entire
recovery. After repeating it for a few days, he
became perfectly eafy and free from pain, and his
mind reftored to its natural ftrength; no indif-
pofition remaining but what 1 confequent on

13
age.

EXPERIMENTS VIL

Dr. JAREB DX ER;

of Canterbury,

Member of the Conneticut Medical Society, and

Surgeon to the 21 [t Regiment.

Auguft 1oth, 1796.
« For feven years paft I have been trou-
bled with almoft a conftant rheumatic pain in my
fhoulder. For the two laft years it has gradually

increafed
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EXPERIMENTS VIIL

Dre. RUFUS ]OHNSGN.
of Canterbury,

Member of the Connecticut Medical Society.

Auguft 11th, 1796.

<« Iy the courfe of my praétice a few months
paft, I have made ffequent experiments with the
Metallic Trattors, and have, with ‘but very few
-exceptions, fucceeded to my furprife in re-
moving rheumatic pains, head-achs, pains in the
face, [pafimedic affeitions, and inflammatery fwellings
-of the throat. '

¢« The pains after being once eafed, have in
{ome inftances returned; and then, by a repetition
of the applications, have been wholly removed.

«From my own praiice, and what I know of
the pratice of others, 1 conceive this method of
removing pains a very important and ufeful dif-
covery in the healing art; and I earneftly wifth
that the Traftors may be generally difperfed, that
mankind at large may have it in their power, by
thefe innocent means, to eafe themfelves of mih}r
difeafes which baffle the efforts of medicine.”
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he was univerfally convulfed, with an entire lofs of
reafon. I then drew the Traéfors over his right
leg again, fix or eight times, when the fpafms im-
mediately ceafed, and his reafon was inftantly re-
{tored.

< In about half an hour he was feized with
“another, which was removed very much in the .
manner of the laft, the Inftruments not being
applied until a general convulfion had taken
place. I then feated myfelf on his bed, that
I might be enabled to apply the means more
feafonably. Here I foon difcovered the fymptoms
again, but by applying the Traifors, immediately
the fymptoms difappeared. Several others, at
intervals, commenced with their ufual {ymptoms,
{fo contracting and cramping the right leg, that
the utmoft exertions of two men were unable to
ftraiten it, each of which were 1n lefs than a
minute removed by five or fix ftrokes of the
Trafiors, before the fpafm had extended to the
other parts of his body: the leg almoft inftanta~
neoufly becoming perfectly lax,

“ By the requeft of a number of gentlemen,
who by this time had convened to behold this
. lingular phenomenon, when the fymptoms of a
fit appeared I ceafed to ufe the :Trefors, that

E we
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blifter broke, and the liquor under it formed itfelf
into a fcabby furface. The next day the wound
was perfectly circumf{eribed to the part bliftered ;
and the whole caft off and left the fecond fkin
perfectly entire, without the {malleft appearance
of fuppuration or inflammation; and, what is ex-
traordinary, 1t never appeared to give the child
the {fmalleft pain, itching, or fmarting, and in ap-
pearance was fo unlike a fcald, that enquiries
were made what it was that grew on the child’s
forehead,

¢« A lady fell from her horfe and diflocated her
* ancle, which remained feveral hours before it
was reduced, by which it became very much
Jwelled, inflamed, and painful. Two or three
applications of the T7aifors relieved the pain, and
in a day or two fhe walked the houfe, and had
no further complaint. '

“ I have ufed the Trafors in many other
inftances, wherein they appeared to have very
falutary effets; but as the ufe of them was ac-
companied with other remedies, I forbear men-
tioning them in this place.”

E3
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aches, pains in the face, or tecth, opthalmics, paiing
in the limbs, breaft, and fide, and cynanche tonfillaris;
yet candor requires I fhould fay, that fuccefs in
thefe cafes has not been univerfal.

«¢ One cale of gnanche tonfillaris, or common
inflammatory quinfey, 1 will relate to you. I vifired
a young man, late in the afternoon, found him
exercifed with all the ufual fymptoms of that
difeafe ; fuch as a general inflammatory diathefiss
the tonfils fo tumefied, as to be nearly clofed
together; his throat and neck externally en-
larged; a conftant difcharge by fpitting a glairy
mucus, and complaining of exceffive pain in the
part : thefe fymptoms had been increafing three
or four days. His mother affured me, he had
not fwallowed any thing for thirty-fix hours,
except three or four {fpoonfuls of water, in which
toafted bread had been foaked. I could not
learn that any means had been ufed for his relicf,
except keeping within doors, and making fome
external application, 1 ufed the Tradfors,
and very foon the {pitting fenfibly decreafed.
After fome time he obferved the pain was wholly
gone on one fide, and much leflened on the
other. I then dire€ted him .to make trial how
he could fwallow ; he took a tumbler of {weeten-

ed
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EXPERIMENT XX,

JAMES GLOVER, El;
County of Tioga, State of New York.

“ Your Zraétors, which I Jately purchafed
to ufe in my family, I have applied, with great
fuccefs, upon a perfon jealded with boiling lie, A
man by the name of #7ekh, who was at work in
my pot-afthery, when boiling down the lie fome
of it flew into one of his eyes, which foon be-
came very much inflamed, and {welled to fuch a
degree that he could not open it, and remained
in that fitvation for the fpace of three days. After
the Traffors had been ufed a few minutes, he was
able to open 1t, and with two applications only,
his eye was entirely free from pain and in-
flammation, and in a fhort time was perfectly
well, although fo badly fcalded that he had de-
fpaired of its ever recovering,”
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qumber. Bleeding and other means have been

ufed, but he was never before relieved of them {o
immediately. T am confident the Tracfors effects

ed the cure.

¢« Conceiving it the duty of every friend to
human happinefs to encourage ufeful difcoveries,
I beg you will publifh the above fact.”

L]

EXPERIMENT XXIIL

Of Charlefton, Maflachufets,

Fellow of the American Academy of Arts and Sciences,
Member of the Hiftorical Society of Maffachufets,
Author of the ¢ Univerfal Geography,” and « Ameri-
can Gazetteer,” &c. &c,

¢ I mave made a fuccefsful trial of your Ae-
tallic Trafors, in a number of cafes, fuch as burus,
pains in the bead, teeth, face, ears, fide, back and
limbs, arifing from cold, In one inftance the
painful effects of the fing of a wafp were entirely
removed. In fome cafes I have been unfuccefs-
15 ful,
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knife fhould have been ufed, which burned into
my leg a place about an inch in width, and three
fourths of an inch in depth. In my ftate of con-
valefcence this grew up; but the fall paft, all
that fleth which had grown in the place where
the cauftic had been ufed was, from fome caule,
again confumed, leaving at the bottom a canker,
which conftringed the fibres, and produced con-
tinual inflammation and fevere pain. Such was my
condition when you faw me. I applied the T7aiors
to myleg,and found eafe, but knewthat the carious
bone and canker would caufe a return of inflam-
mation.—1I have ufed them to the relief of a per-
fon labouring with an obftinate rheumatifim
twelve months, feated in”the knee. It has re-
moved the pain, the forenefs of fleth remained.
—1 have ufed them upon a fea captain, who,
{carce recovered from the Weft India fever, came
upon this coaft, and was diftrefled twenty days;
loft feven hands, and was afflicted with the gout in
both his toes and left wrift, His feet and legs were
fwelled to fuch a degree that I could fcarce make
an impreflion upon them; and his wrift highly
inflamed, and extremely hard: the firft experiment
removed the pain, fo that he walked about the
room, and the night following refted well, and
lay upon that arm and wrift, on which he had

not
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fiuid from my leg, and have fcattered it through
my whole frame. Whereupon I called a lad of
my family, and made him operate upon my
other leg, which drew down the puff on my face
in a few minutes. I thence found, if I ufed the
Trators upon other perfons with my own hand,
I thould draw the eleétric fluid into my infirm
leg.. Thefe experiments offer fome data to rea-
fon from.

[Here follows a very ingenious differiation on the
caufe of the above phenomena; which the limits of this
work will not permit me to introduce. )

¢« Now, Sir, as the Metallic Trasfors a& upon
an eftablifhed law of nature, there is no fear they
will want power fo long as the elefric rod will
draw electric fire. All the unbelief and buffoonery
of the envious will not hinder their effeéts. I
think there is a foundation laid for great im-
provement in the medical art by the inguifitive
phyfiolegiit. '

« P. §. 1 have tried the Trafors in fmall burns -
in my own family, and find they give immediate
relief.  An inflammation in the eyes was relieved
much by once operating : the patient came again,

G and
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ADDITIONAL REMARKS, &c,

I can forefee that the fpeculative phyfiologift
is now ready to afk from the difcoverer of the
Metallic Influence -his Theory, and to enquire
bow all thefe effects, ftated in the Experm{ents,

]

are produced ?

To this I muft reply, that his theory is not
yet publithed. It is a favourite maxim with
Dr. P. that the judicious phyfician at firft leaves
the flowery path of {peculation, for the more ar-
duous one of experiment, and builds his theory,
fo far as is poffible, on the folid bafis of fatts.
Thefe faéts he eftablithes by the concurring tef-
timony of his fenfes, accompanied with fuch cri-
tical and candid obfervations, as alone are com-
petent to detect a fallacy, or fupport the truth,—
The great obje&t with Dr. Perkins was, firft to
afcertain the truth relative to the #/efulng/s as well
as the exiftence of the difcovery. To accomplith
this, it was not abfolutely neceflary to underftand
minutely the theory, but rather to obferve criti-
cally the effects. It is by thefe that the exiftence

G 2 of
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Ruence is generally fuppofed to ad, prefenta ferra )
incognita, which none but the moft fortunate and
experienced adventurer can explore ; yet Dr. .
will have the fatisfadtion to reflect, that while the
' ; facts
volume of the Monthly ‘Review has the following remarks
¢ No work on Animal Ele@ricity, or as it is now more ge-
nerally termed, on Gelvanifin, has excited fo much ex-
. pettation on the Continent as this of M, Von Humboldt.—
« I have been employed,” (fays the author) « for a number
« of years, in comparing certain phenomena of animal
« matter with the laws of inanimate natﬁre-; and I have
¢ fucceeded in fome experiments, which feem to lead
« towards the developement of the chemical procefs: of
« Life. A feparated animal organ, provided with irritable
« and fenfible fibres, can in a few feconds be raifed from
« the ftate of the moft profound inirritability, to the higheft
« fufceptibility of ftimuli, and again be reduced to its firft
« condition of torpor.” ' i i :

« Treating of excitation by different metals, the author
{hews that they need not be in contatt.

« I have feen (fays he) galvanifed filhes, which had
¢« heen decapitated half an hour before, make fuch ftrokes '
« with the zail that the whole trunk has rifen fix inches
« above the table. When I exalted their fufceptibility by
« alkali, or by oxygenated marine acid, they could fearcely
« be managed. The fmalleft touch of the metal made them
« jump.” : :

s After having related his obfervations on the application
of metals to the tongue, noftril,and eye, the author defcribes
the appearances and fenfations which toolk place on galva-

' G 3 nifing
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It muft be acknowledged, that to be able to
comprehend whatever our reafon is bent on in-
veftigating, is a fource of no fmall degree of fa-
tisfaction ; yet were we to difbelieve the exiftence
of every thing, which we are unable'to compre-
hend, we muft rejet three fourths of the daily
occurrences of life, | |

Several have been the attempts made to ex-
plain the phenomena of the metallic operation in-
the United States. Among others, the ingeni-
ous Dr. Vaughan read before the Medical Society
of Delaware, a _Diﬁ':rtatinn on the fubject of
Animal Electricity, or the newly difcovered influ-
ence of Galvani; and on that principle he at-.
tempted to account for the effect of the Traifors.
Having fince enlarged on the fubject, he has.
complied with the requeft of the fociety, and
publithed it. - As this Treatife is not yet re-pub-:
lithed in this country, fome extraéts from it will
probably be acceptable, and with thefe I fhall
conclude this Tract. -

Prefatory to the work, is the following letter
from a gentleman of great medical reputation, to
the author,

G4 Letter
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& Tt muft be confefled, however, that many re«
ject our general principle: like infidels to the
cofpel, they-admit of ne myfteries, and refufe to
believe what they do not comprehend.  Others,
who acknuw]edge that a general principle per-
vades the animal ceconomy, on which the metals
have influence, neverthelefs dlfp‘tl[f: about what
' this notable power may be. Both thefe claffes
of men ought to thank you. To.the one you
have given a reafon _.th_E_}" did not apprehend ; and
the other thould wifh for the beft account known,
qr well underftood. : For my own part, I frankly
confefs I fhall be fatisfied with, the principle of
ANIMAL ELECTRICIT‘E, quntil the. pheuomena are
bctte:: exp]amed by means of fome other. -«

.,'.

o« B}r pnﬂ.‘ﬂﬂhlryﬂﬂr to the. wnﬂd the thnughts
Whlch you have digefted and arranged on animal ,
Elt"cnmt}r, and the manner in which it explains
the metallic operations, _you will at leaft i invite
difcuffion, and may pmﬁt with the reft of yout
brethren, by the event. r

Wmh great refpe& I am, dt,ai Sir, .
v-:::ur frzf:nd ;md humblr: {ervant,

g rlring . James TiLron.™
W llmmgmn, s .

‘]ui}r 2oth, 1.:?9?._ i
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dogmatifts of feventeen centuries.  Yet there are
few difcoveries in the healing arty but what meet:
with tumultuous oppofition from the congregat~
ed legions of prejudict, ignorance, and ambition.
Some nominal philofophers difbelieve every pro-
pofition that dees ‘net accord with the doétrines:
of their anceftors; and others are fo extremely il-
liberal as to difeard every new principle in which
they can have no claim to.1NTEREST. A glaring’
example of the latter we have in the degrading:
denunciations of the European philofophers, when
the illuftrious’ Dr. Franklin’s difcovery of the
identity of lightning and eleclricity was firft de-
livered to the world. A fecond, no lefs true,
we have in the-difcovery- ~of Dr. Perkins’s Metal='.
lic Influence, which willy” ‘like the former,- arife
triumphant amidft the counter, but futile vocife-
ration of prejudice and ignorance. Some reject
the latter becaufe they were not the difcoverers.
Others queftion the tefimony of their fenfes,
" becaufe. they cannot explain the modus operandi,
by referring”it to the old doctrines of Van
Helmont, Doleus, or Stahl, Yet the happy day
is perhaps not- far -diftant, when envy muft fall a
facrifice to TRUTH, and behold this problem ac-
counted for on a native law of the animal ceco-
pomy,
¢ That
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eradked once ot twice, - Hence the applicatioit of
metals is one of the beft and moft delicate tefts
for afcertaining the leaft poffible degree of mui- -
cular irritability. After having been wholly in-
fenfible to the impreflions of all other ffimuli, they
may be re-excited, on the application of their
pative ftimulus. -

« Although we cannot Wwith precifion fay
~ why hominal: electricity fhould be fufceptible
of metals only, yet the fact is inconteftable,
and fan&ioned by the .experiments of thofe
gentlemen afore-mentioned, whofe veracity is
unqueftionable. It is alfo further fubftantiated
by the difcovery of Dr. Perkins’s Mesallic Traitors
for removing pains and topical affections. The
Doctor obferved to. me that he had made trial
of all the various metals, but none are fo effec-
tual as thofe of which his Tra&ars are compofed.
This difcovery is as important in the healing art,
as it is novel in the fcience of phyfiology, and
all that remains, to illuftrate its efficacy, 15 a
rational and philofophical demonitration of the
principle itfelf, and an explanation of the modus
gperandi on the eftablithed laws of the animal
ceconomy. - T his, however, is confidered pro-
blematical by fome, and by others it is pofitively

difcarded.
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Taleia, phlegmons, eynanchies, opthalmias, pleu-
ritic pains, {pafmodic cholics, burns -and'fcalds,
_Pa;anychim, contufions, atonic gout, {porntanecus
_hemorrhages, herpes, eryfipelas, &c. with many
other topical affe€tions which might be enume-
rated if neceffary. The Traffors thould be car-
ried to fome diftance from the part affected,
along the courfe of the larger nerves ; and in ob-
ftinate and fixed pains of long ftanding, the ope-
ration fhould be continued until a flight inflam-
mation is excited; :but in eryfipelas, and other fu-
perficial inflammations, - the operation fhould:be
very light on the inflamed part, and principally
confined to the edges of the tumeur. In re-
moving pains from the head, the hair fhould be
perfe@ly free from pomatum, or other adipofe
fubftances; and all parts on which the TracToRs
are ufed fhould be free from fweat, oils, &c.
In pleurifies, cholics, &c. a diaphorefis not un~
frequently fucceeds.theiroperation, and fometimes
faintnefs is produced, by the fudden abftraction of
nervous energy. In a cafe of cephalalgia, if the
pain is confined to the fore part: of the head, it is
immaterial whether the hair is pomatumed or
not. A few days fince I awoke with a moft
rending head-ach, unaccompanied with fever; 1
delayed the operation fome hours, on account of

ALY





















