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LETTER

= TO THE

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN CONTRIBUTORS

TO THE

ROYAL INFIRMARY

OF

EDINBURGH.
=

chinﬁurgﬁ, 15(h Dec. 1821.

LADIES AND GENTLEMEN,

I nave been frequently, and am almost daily ap-
plied to for surgical advice or assistance by per-
sons who have been patients in the Royal Infir-
mary ; and I have never scrupled to take such per-
sons under my charge as freely as any other pa-
tients. This proceeding on my.pait, it appears,
has given offence to the surgeons of that Institu-
tion, and some of their number, at least, have ac-
cused me of decoying or enticing the patients of
the Hospital to leave the house, and put them-
selves under my care. Such accusations having
reached me, I found it necessary to demand an ex-
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planation from one of the Surgeons, and after some
correspondence received a satisfactory apology ;
and I hoped that a stop was put to such injurious
accusations. It appears, however, that the same
accusation has been laid before the Managers of
the Rp}ral Inﬁ:_'mary, and that in so formal a way,
that I have understood they were on the point of
coming to some very strong resolutions against
me ; when it was proposed and agreed to, that
some of their number should, in the first place, be
appointed to converse with me on the subject. In
consequence of this resolution, a long conversation
took place on the 15th November ultimo, be-
tween Mr. Henry Jardine and Dr. Monro, who
undertook the matter, and myself. The result of
this conversation will be seen from the following
letter : |

LETTER io the Commaittee.

« Edinburgh, Nov. 16, 1821.°

¢ GENTLEMEN,

¢« You yesterday, on the part of the Managers
of the Royal Infirmary, made me two proposi-
tions, and you laid before me, as the penalty of my
non-compliance, the loss of the favour of the Ma-
nagers, and my perpetual exclusion from theappoint-
ment of Surgeon of that Institution. It was your
desire that I should take time to consider these
propositions and consequences. I beg leave now
to give you my deliberate answer.
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% One of the propositions was, ZLhat I should, in
future, refuse my assistance to any person who had
been a patient in the Royal Infirmary. *

«« To this proposition my deliberate answer 1s,
That I will never refuse my assistance or advice to
any person who shall seek it, whether able to pay
for it or no, !

« Yesterday, Alexander Jameson * from Queens-
ferry, applied to me for surgical assistance. Hehad
been nine weeks in the Royal Infirmary. His case -
was misunderstood. Ought I, lest the reputation
of the Surgeons should suffer, to have consigned this
poor man to hopeless misery, when I believed it to
be in my power, by a very simple operation, to re-
store him whole and sound to his numerous fa-
mily ?

¢ 1 value very highly the favour of the Managers
of the Royal Infirmary; and I do not dissemble my
ambition to be appointed a Surgeon to that Insti-
tution, but I will not purchase these advantages at
such a price. Let the Managers propose, as the
terms of admission to the Royal Infirmary, that the
patient shall never receive the assistance of any
other practitioner, lest the reputation of the House
should suffer, and see how the proposition will be
relished, either by the Contributors or suffering
poor ? |

“ The other proposition made to me was, That I
should in future abstain from visiting or attending

* 'This man was misnamed in the original letter to the Commit= ,
tee: he was there called George Somervyille. '

1
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the Royal Infirmary. 'This, also, I beg leave very
respectfully to decline.

“ What have I done, that I should be singled out
from my brethren, and marked as unworthy to en-
ter that house? I will not, by such compliance,
stamp myself with disgrace. Is it because my pre-
sence is offensive to the Surgeons, on account of my
presuming to treat cases which they have treated
unsuccessfully ? I feel no call for their gratification
to forego the opportunities of adding to my surgi-
cal knowledge, by observing carefully the cases,
~and the practice of the Hospital, whether the latter
be good or bad. Is it because I am accused of in-
terfering with the patients, and enticing them out
of the House? 1 will take another way of shew-
ing the Managers the falsehund and malice of the
charge.

“ (Gentlemen, you had the goodness to say, that
you were convinced, by my solemn denial of that
charge, because you knew me. But you observed
that this would not satisfy the rest of the Managers.
I am, therefore, called upon to defend my innocence
to that body. I will do so, by naming and produc-
ing the persons on whom I have operated; that
they may be examined how they were induced to
leave the House, and apply to me. ‘Lhe Managers
have entertained the accusation, and acted on it,
and they cannot in justice ref use to hear and exa-
mine my defence. ' ‘

« T have another claim on the justice of the Ma-
nagers,—that they name my accusers, in order that
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1 may call on them to support their charges by
evidence, if any they have. It is the part of inno-
cence to challenge inquiry, and that I am resolved
to do.

« And I hope, Gentlemen, I may flatter myself
with having your support at the General Meeting
of demands so reasonable and so essential to my
character and respectability. I have the honour
to be,

Gentlemen,
Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed) Ros™ LisTor.”

¢« To Henry Jardine, Esq. and
Dr. Monro, a Committee of the
Managers of the Royal Infirmary
of Edinburgh, appointed to exa- 7~
mine into the charge of decoying 4
Patients from that [nstitution.”

- In answer to so serious a charge against my pro-
fessional honour, I addressed the following Letter

to the Managers of the Royal Infirmary, on Monday
the 19th.

« Edinburgh, 19th Nov. 1821.
“ (ENTLEMEN,

“ ] gave been examined by a Committee of
your number, respecting my having in many in-
stances taken under my care and operated upon
persons who had previously been patients in the
Royal Infirmary. I have answered all questions
with that frankness which a consciousness of the
perfect integrity and honour of my conduct na-

turally dictated. Your Committee have expressed
4

-i
|
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themselves satisfied with my answers, because of
their personal knowledge of me; but they have
observed that this is not sufficient for the other
Managers. It is, therefore, an imperative duty to
my own character that I with truth and freedom
explain the circumstances which have led me, and
which almost daily lead me to undertake the relief
or cure of those who have sought it in vain in the
Royal Infirmary ; and though I foresee that I shall
unavoidably be led into egotism, as well as to dis-
close to you truths respecting the state of the Hos-
pital far from being agreeable, I will not shrink
from the duty.

“ I am accused, I find, of coming about the Hos-
pital, and enticing, by insidious arts, the Patients
to leave the Hospital, and put themselves under
my care; and I am represented as secretly and
cunningly acting a part hostile to the Royal Infir-
mary, for the purpose of raising for myself a false
reputation as a surgeon. These charges I deny
with scorn and indignation. They are false and
malicious. I never did, directly or indirectly, in-
sinuate to any patient of the House that the prac-
tice there followed was bad, or that I myself knew
better, nor in any other way did I ever endeavour

" to entice the Patients to leave the House.

¢« To those who know me, I flatter myself this
solemn denial will be sufficient. But as I am ac-
cused, T offer direct evidence of the truth. L offer
the testimony of the persons themselves, whom I
have taken under my care after they have been dis-
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missed, or who, having lost patience, have left the
House and sought my aid. TLet these persons be
examined respecting’ their reasons for leaving the
House, and for applying to me. Of these, some
reside at a distance, but I question not their readi-
ness to come to town to bear witness to my char-
acter; and I undertake to produce them.

“ If it be said that these persons, baving received
benefit from me, or being under my influence, their
testimony may not be altogether unquestionable, I
can refer you to the testimony of many patients
still in the House, to whom I have refused advice
on that account. I have very many applications
from such persons: my uniform answer has been
that I can give them no advice. I have been then
asked if I would take them under my care, if they
should leave the Hospital. My answer has uni-
formly been, that I never refuse my assistance to
any person. I have been then asked if I would
advise the person applying to me to leave the
House. My answer has uniformly been, I will give
no such advice. In short, let every patient in the
Surgeon’s Wards be questioned if ever I did, direct-
ly or indirectly, seek to induce them to leave the
Hospital and come to me,

““ Your Committee observed to me, that it seem-
ed unaccountable that the patients should leave the
Hospital, and that they should apply to me only of
all the practitioners in town; and they assured me
that, by some of the Managers, this fact was of it-
self considered sufficient to establish against me the
charge of wsing undue means to bring it about. I
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am, therefore, called on to account for what seems
unaccountable.

 The task is not an agreeable one, but it is not
very difficult. These unaccountable circumstances
are to be imputed, I must say it without disguise,

*“ 1sf, To the tedious, and most frequently very
injurious delay, which almost uniformly takes place
in the Hospital in cases requiring operation, before
the operation is attempted.

2d, To the unsatisfactory and frequently fatal
result of operations when they are attempted.

8d, To my own success in curing those who have
been dismissed as incurable ; or who have left the
house, and put themselves under my care after im-
perfect operations ; or from losing patience under
their protracted and neglected sufferings.

“ I am aware that the very enunciation of the
two first propositions will appear monstrous to you.
1 will establish their truth by the most unquestion-
able of all evidence—the books of the Hospital it-
self ; and I beg leave very respectfully to suggest
that the inquiry is necessary, not only to my cha-
racter, but to the real credit and usefulness of the
establishment. ;

¢ In support of the third of these propositions,
I beg leave to give the following list of cases.
You may, as I have already said, verify them by
the examination of the persons themselves; and I
cannot help expressing my confidence that you will
do me that justice.”




NAMES.
Jean Crarlg.

——HonrsrunrcH.

Joun ArTHUR.

—— BisHopr.

From Thurso— Aneurism by

From East Lothian—caries

From Terphichen—Urinary

From Inverkeithing—Stric-

* The incisions were

9

REMARKS.

anastomosis of great toe;
four months in the Hos-
pital, which she left ra-
ther than submit to the
removal of the whole, or
half of the foot.

of wrist; two months in
Hospital ; came out in af
worse state than when he
went in.

fistula of hip from the
falling of a bank of clay
on him; eleven months
in the Hospital, dismiss-
ed incurable in a much
worse state than when he
entered it; making all
his water through the
opening, and in general
inveluntarily. Returned
in a year ; remained three
months, and was again|
dismissed incurable.

ture with fistula; six
months in Hospital, two
years ago; dismissed in-
curable, Since then, and
before his admission, has|
been unable to make a
drop of water through the
urethra; all passed through
the serotum, peringeum,

and rectum.

EVENT.

Went home in five

or six weeks, cur-
ed by the remo-
val of the toe and
metatarsal bone
only,and without
lameness or de=
formity *,

Cured in ten days

by the removal
of the os mag-
num and end of
metacarpal bone.

Cured in six weeks,

and returned to
the country to
his employment.

Applied a month

ago, and is all
but cured; will
be so in two
or three weeks
more.

performed in less than fifteen seconds; yet

the rﬂtiﬂnt was nearly lost from the hemorrhage, in spite of the pow=
erfu

compression of the popliteal.

‘This arose from the excessive

activity of both veins and arteries, the former of which were much
enlarged, and throbbed most violently. The result of a protracted
attempt at removal of the whole metatarsal bones in such circum-
stances may be imagined. Sinee the above was written, it has been

aq-i:;tained that the girl was only about three months in the Hos-
pital. '

T




NAMES,
—-—= BoOKLESS.

RoperT Warre,

—— BRYDEN,

A. Gieson.

Apprentice to Mr. Giles,

From Kinross—Imprisoned

From Slateford—Polypus of

Coachman,

10

REMARKS.

Upholsterer, Edinburgh,
—caries of os calcis; en-
tertained in the Royal
Infirmary for about four
months ; dismissed very
much worse.

in the Royal Infirmary
for seven weeks, with
stone and stricture ; the
cure of the stricture at-
tempted while the cause
remained.

Antrum—-Three weeks
in Hospital with a large
projecting tumour from
the right nostril, till a
new instrument could
be contrived; projecting
portions removed,. and
patient dismissed; tu-
mour returned immedi-
ately, with dreadful head.

ach.

Axillary aneurism ; four-
teen days in the Infirma-
ry ; tortured by the exa-
minations,bled, and starv-
ed ; operation refrained
from, among other rea-
sons, bécause A. Cooper,
of London, Dupuytren of|
Paris, and other surgeons
of London and Dublin,
had failed.

Antrum

EVENT.

ured in a few
weeks, and able
to return to his
business by the
removal of the
greater part of
the os caleis, and
a portion of the
astragalus.

The stone was ex-

tracted, and the
poor man return-
ed home free of
complaint in 14
days.

opened,
and disease re-
moved ; enabled
thus to return to
his labour ; has
had a slight re-
turn of polypus
inthe nose,which
has been remov-
ed. *

Edinburgh—|Cured by operation,

and has for many
months enjoyed
good health, and
earned, as form-
erly, a mainte-
nance by labori-
ous exertions.

* This poor man presented himself again, after an absence of about
four or five months, with both nostrils, especially the left, filled with

polypi. * He had been under the care of a quack, who had

icked his

pocket, and injured him almost beyond remedy, by the application of

hurie acid.

the undiluted sulq

The tumours have been removed, but

the bonesare found extensivelyabsorbed, and the discharge has brotght

on diarrheea, and other bad symptoms,

the result,

It is impossible to answer for

Ukl
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NAMES. ] REMARKS. EVENT.

S. PRINGLE. Carter—Many weeks in|Cured in twenty
hospital with perineal| days by the use
fistula; projection cut| of the bougie.
off ; dismissed uncured.

D. KEir. From Auchtermuchty—Ca-|Convalescent, after

ries of head of tibia ; six-
teen weeks in the house ;

removal of dis-
eased bone.*

disease unknown ; dis-
missed in a worse state
than when admitted.

Arex. Jameson. |[From Queensferry—-Abs-(Antrum opened ;
cess of antrum, with| under cure; and
thickening of cheek ) has returned to
nine weeks in the house ;| his family. t

dismissed unrelieved.
From Perth—-Cancerous|{Under cure, after
sore of forehead; five] removal of the
weeks in House, and dis-| sore;  returns
missed as he came. home immedi-

ately.

J. MiTcHELE,

s Many more instances can be brought forward, if

'thnught at all necessary for establishing what has
been advanced.

 These cases, with others in the books of the
Hospital, and of which it is unnecessary at present
to give any catalogue, will, I flatter myself, account
satisfactorily for what some of the Managers have
thought altogether unaccountable, but on the sup-
position of the charge laid against me being true.

¢ In concluding this part of my argument, I can-
not help observing, that I should indeed possess no

*® This young man’s health began to fail, and it was thought neces~
sary to remove the limb, rather than run the risk of severe applications
so near the knee joint. The amputation was performed fourteen days
ago, and the patient has returned home well.

T Came to town yesterday almost quite well, the discharge having
nearly ceased.

=

e g —————
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ordinary gift of the power of persuasion, were I
able to entice poor patients to leave the Royal In-
firmary, where they have every comfort provided for
them, and to go into lodgings on their own expen-
ses, that I might have the opportunity of practising
on them, and raising for myself an undeserved re-
putation.

¢ Hitherto, Gentlemen, I have been performing
a task which has always been considered so arduous
that it cannot reasonably be required of any man,
viz. that of proving a general negative proposition,
I have now to claim of your justice, what is de-
nied to no accused person in this country, that you
name my accusers. I have anunquestionable right
to know who they are. You have entertained the
accusation, and have acted onit; and you cannot
deny me the opportunity of calling on these persons,
whoever they are; to bring forward their proof of
the charge.

“* Your Committee made me two proposals,my re-
fusing to comply with which, I was given to under-
stand, would forfeit your favour, and exclude me
for ever from the Hospital as a Surgeon.

“ 1st, That I should, to save the reputation of
the Royal Infirmary, in future refuse m}r' assistance
to any person who had once been received into that
Institution.

% 2dly, That I should in future abstain from visit-
ing or attending the Hospital.
¢ For my answer to these propositions, I beg
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leave to refer you to your Committe.—I have the
honour to be,
(GENTLEMEN, :
With the greatest respect,

Your most obedient Servant,

(Signed) “ Rost. LisTON.”

I received no answer. Another meeting of the
Managers was held on Monday last, the 26th. “Still
no notice was taken of my letter. I therefore ad-

dressed the following letter to the General Meet--

ing of the Managers, on Monday, the 3d current.

“ (FZENTLEMEN,

~ ¢ ] did myself the honour of addressing a letter
to you on the 10th current, in answer to a charge
which had been laid before you against my charac-
ter. When you reflect how dear a man’s honour
ought to be to him, you will bear with me, when I
express my disappointment that no attention seems
to have been hitherto paid to my letter, and that I
yet remain an accused person, with my defence, as
far as I have any reason to know, unheeded and
unexamined. And I hope you will forgive me for
saying, that I did expect of your justice, at léast
as great readiness to examine my defence as to en-
tertain the accusation. I have now sat three weeks
under the charge; and the Meeting which I now
address is the third before whom the subject has
been brought. In the mean time my character suf-

SR S e r—
.
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fers cruelly, and the injurious impression has been
greatly extended by the conduct of one of your own
officers, At a very full meeting of the Royal Me-
dical Society on Friday night last, the 30th No-
vember, the Apothecary of the Royal Infirmary took
1t upon him very broadly to make the unwarranted
insinuation that I had enticed patients out of the
Hospital; and in particular, he used the very argu-
ment which was mentioned by your Committee, as
weighing very much with some of your number,
namely, that the circumstance of the patients ap-
plying to me only was unaccountable. Situated as
I then was—while my answers to the direct charge
were before you, for yowr consideration, that you
might give me redress,—I felt that it was my part,
however difficult, to make no answer in that place.
I have since found that the general conviction pro-
duced on 150 or 200 medical students, many of
them my own pupils, was, that I had really acted
the dishonourable part so unwarrantably, by insinu-
ation, laid to my charge.

“ My continued silence, it is manifest, can be
- justified only by the expectation which I confident-
ly entertain, that you will grant me the means of
effectually rebutting that false and malicious
charge. |

¢« Gentlemen, in explaining the circumstances
which some of your number thought inexplicable,
except on the supposition of my being guilty of the
charge, I was unavoidably led to state what, in my
apprehension, had shaken the confidence of the pa-

&
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tients in the surgeons of the House. I beg leave to
repeat, that though in the circumstances I conceive
I am not bound to offer any proof, I am quite ready
to establish the positions I was under the necessity
of bringing forward in my own defence: And I con-
fidently cherish the hope that you will allow me the
opportunity of vindicating my character, and of
confronting my accusers, The paramount import-
ance of the matter will, I trust, plead my excuse, if
I seem to urge it with impatience. In conclusion,
I have respectfully to beg that you will, whatever
resolution you may enter into, at least favour e
with an answer.—I have the honour to be, &c.

(Signed) Rosr. LisToN.

To the Honourable
the Managers, &c. }

On the 4th current I received a note from the
Clerk to the Incorporation, stating that my letters
had been received, and were under the considera-
tion of the Managers ; and I understood that a meet-
ing had been called for Monday, the 10th, on parti-
cular business, which I flattered myself was the
consideration of my case. In the mean time, on
the Gth current, the following letter was received.

Ldinburgh, Dec. 4, 1821,
“ DEAR Sig,

From having been unable to attend the two last
meetings of the Managers of the Royal Infirmary,
I had not had an opportunity of seeing your letter
addressed to them on the subject of the Surgical
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Patients; but, at the Meeting of yesterday, when
that letter was again before the Managers, I ob-
served that in it you have alluded to a Meeting
you had had with a Committee of the Managers
on the subject. Upon this point I must beg leave
to explain to you, that if you mean by a Committee
of the Managers to allude to the conversation you
‘had with Dr. Monro and myself, that you are mis-
‘taken in supposing that we were a Committee ap-
pointed or sanctioned by the Managers, as no such
Committee was ever appointed, in so far as I
know.

At one of the Weekly Meetings of the Managers,
it was certainly mentioned that there was a report
of your having induced patients to leave the House,
in order that they might be under your charge ; and
you know that I was made acquainted with this
report by yourself, from your having sent to me a
perusal of the Correspondence * betwixt Mr. New-
bigging and you on that subject ; but at that meet-
ing, orat no other that I am acquainted with, was
there any charge from any individual against you
to that effect laid before the Managers.

Upon the subject being thus casually mentioned,
Dr. Monro and I said, that as we were both person-
ally acquainted with you, we should take an early
opportunity of conversing with you on the subject,
from the conviction that we should be enabled to
justify you from such an aspersion ; but we had no

# Mr. Jardine's recollection has not been accurate in this instance.

The correspondence did not shew that such reports were in circula-
tion, but that I had been accused by one of the surgeons of the Hos-

pital.
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authority from the Managers for doing so, and I
beg that the confidential conversation we had with
you on the subject may be distinctly understood as
having proceeded from no authority of the Mana-
gers, but from our desire to free yﬂu from the suspi-
cion of such conduct.

¢ As you have now brought the matter under the
notice of the Managers, you may rely upon their
doing all in t]]E]I' power to mvEEthatE it. '

I remmn, Dear Slr,
Yours faithfully,

(Signed) HENRY JARDINE.”
Robert Liston, Esq. Surgeon.

- To this Letter the following answer was re-
turned :

«« Edinburgh, 7th Dec. 1821,
“ DEAR SIR, |

¢« YourLetter of the 4th curt. Ireceived yesterday,
and I am very happy to find, in the concluding pa-
ragraph, the assurance that the Managers will do
all in their power to investigate the charge laid
against me of enticing the Patients to leave the
Hospital.

“One point in your letter has given me very great
pain. I have experienced, during a series of years,
so much friendship from you; and in particular, I
am so sensible of your friendly views for me in the
whole of the present matter, that it is extremely

e e e i e, e S S cTow

|
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distressing to suppose that, by allusion to the con-
versation that took place at your house on the 15th
November, I should in any way have committed
you with the other Managers. = But if you permit
me to rccal to your recollection the circumstances,
I think you will allow me, that the view in which
I regarded that conversation, (as with a Committee
of the Managers,) was not only natural but una-
voidable. On the 12th November, you mentioned
to me the accusation of me to the Managers, and
that they were on the point of coming to some
strong resolution against me (% of pulting an ea-
Linguisher on me,”) which you prevented, by the
proposal of a Committee to converse with me, and
that Dr. Monro and yourself undertook the duty.
When the conversation took place, it was of the
most formal kind, and the result was the proposing
the line of conduct for me to pursue, which alone
could please the Managers; and I was given dis-
tinctly to understand, that perseverance in my for-
mer line of conduct would forfeit their favour, and
exclude me from the Hospital as Surgeon. To the
propositions made me, you would not receive
my immediate answer, but insisted I should
take time ‘to consider ‘the matter deliberate-
ly. The proposition that I should refuse my
assistance to any person who had been a pa-
tient in the Royal Infirmary, had been made me
privately some weeks before by Dr. Monro, and
had received from me a positive refusal. That
conversation I conceived to be confidential, and
never mentioned it. But when the same proposi-




19

tion was made me in so formal a conversation, and
so explicitly, as the condition on which alone I could
expect to retain the favour of the Managers, what
could I possibly understand but that such was theix
determination, and that you were the organ to
communicate so much to me?

« I hope I may say, without offending you, (which
certainly is the farthest thing possible from my in-
tention,) that on no other supposition could I re-
concile your personal share in these propositions,
with the zeal with which I have always believed
you actuated for the real good of the Institution
and of the Patients, which is the same thing; and L
did suppose that you had only consented to be the
organ of such a communication; in the belief that I
would reject the propositions, and insist on investi-
gation as I have done.

“ That no accusation against me has been lﬂ.ld
before any meeting of the Managers, fo your know-
ledge, 1 perfectly believe on your statement; but
that no such accusation has been made to them at
all, I must be permitted to say, is altogether incon-
ceivable. When the Managers were on the point
of passing such a resolution, as was to have the ef-
fect of ¢ extinguishing me” at once and for ever,
they must have been influenced by something more
than mere vague and casual report. That reports
of this kind have been circulated with much indus-
try, I have too great reason to know ; but that no-
thing short of a direct charge from a quarter which
gave it great weight, could be the foundation of
such a proposed proceeding, appears to me altoge-

— -
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ther irresistible. 'Whether the accusation has been
made verbally or in writing, whether to the Ma-
nagers collectively or separately, whether by one in-
dividual or by several, I know not. But the accu-
sation has been made, and with no small effect.
And you will permit me to remind you, that, in
the opening of the conversation on the 15th, you
expressly told me that I had been accused of en-
ticing the Patients, and particularly in two in-
stances—that of Robert White, and that of Jean
Craig. |

« I can be at no great loss to guess the quarter
whence the accusation has come. 1 have bitter
enemies, who have spared no pains to spread these
scandalous reports;’they have done so with mis-
chievous effect, and hitherto with impunity. No-
thing ever gave me greater satisfaction than my
learning from you, that they had at last ventured
on the step of accusing me to the Managers of the
Royal Infirmary, because I immediately perceived
that they had become tangible. The Managers,
therefore, cannot wonder that I should insist on
knowing who those persons are. My eagerness to
learn this proceeds from no spirit of revenge, but
from a most just principle of self-defence—that, by
exposing the malice and falsehood of those persons,
I may effectually take the sting out of their tongues.
I have the honour to be,

Dear Sir,
Your most obedient Servant,
(Signed) Rosr. Listox,

To Henry Jardine, Esq.”
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The méeting of the Managers of the Royal Tn-
firmary on Monday last, when it was expected that
some step would be taken towards the proposed in-
vestigation, has passed without producing any
thing. On that evening I wrote to Mr. Boswell,
elerk to the Managers, inquiring whether he was
authorised to make me any communication. Hav-
ing received no answer, I sent to Mr. Boswell again
next morning, and then received a verbal message
in return, that when Mr. Boswell should be au-
thorised to give me an answer, he would send it.
In these circumstances, I have been advised by
very eminent counsel to bring the matter before
the Court of Contributors; and, as a previous ne-
cessary step, to circulate this Letter among you. If,
by following the latter part of the advice, I bring
upon myself a charge of precipitancy, as I doubt
not will be the case, let it be considered that four
meetings of the Managers have been held, and yet
no communication has been made to me of the
names of my accusers, or if any step has been tak-
en, or if any is even in contemplation : that, in one
suffering so severely * under misrepresentation, im-
patience is not unnatural ; that the matter was to
be brought before the next Court of Contributors,

* Bo strongly has the injurious impresssion been made on the
minds of the Students, that many of them who had meant to attend
my Class this winter, have been deterred from doing so. My Pupils
and J‘Lt{:prenticeu are frequently told of their danger in being connect-
ed with me, and that they will feel it when they come to be exa-

mined by the College of Surgeons. This is, to be sure, a bug-bear,
but it has all the effect of a reality. =













