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INTRODUCTORY ADDRESS,

T DURING the course of a very extensive practice,
having been frequently consulted by persons who
became totally deprived of hearing, in consequence of
exposure to cold, or damp air, during their use of
mercury, and finding the numbers of these unfor-
tunate patients very much increasing, I feel it a duty
which I owe to the profession, to whom [ am under
so many obligations, to call their attention to the
subject; and if my reasoning is found correct, they
will, no doubt, liberally and humanely join in the
endeavour to prevent such frequent recurrence of
this evil.

On this species of deafness, I shall make further
remarks, in an analysis of all the methods of treating
Deafness, or Diseases of the Ears, that have obtained
in this country, or on the continent, which I am
preparing for the press, containing a condensed trans-
lation of the work of M. Ifard, recently published in
Paris; but, as it will be necessarily some time before
the portion of the work upon these cases can appear,
I have considered that the publication of these obser-
vations might be more immediately useful; should
such be the consequence, and only one victim be
saved, my labour will be amply rewarded.

W. WRIGHT

15, Princes Sireet, Hanover Sguare.,
August 31st, 1822,






OBSERVATIONS.
— e OGO e—

M ERCURY was known to, and regarded by, the
Bayptians as a poison, though the nature of it, as far
as can be traced, was very little understood by them;
it is, however believed, that they used this mineral
to cutaneous diseases, although the Arabians have
the credit of introducing it into practice, in the form
of ointments for lepra and psora. The Italian phy-
sicians next adopted it in the same form of applica-
tion for a then newly discovered disease ; but there 1s
considerable doubt, whether the disease or the remedy
applied for its cure, destroyed the greater number of
patients, or produced the larger portion of misery in
those who escaped with life. By degrees the discovery
was made that these external methods of applying
it, introduced it into the system, and it then came
into use as an internal medicine ; but, like other new
remedies, which, being found useful in some com-
plaints, are supposed to be specifics for all that can
afflict the human frame, this medicine by degrees
acquired such ascendancy, that there were few prac-
titioners who did not prescribe it in some form or
other for almost every disease. From the conveni-
ence of ils exhibition, as it is devoid of nauseous
taste, no sooner does a child enter on the stage of
life, and begin to experience any of those complaints
that flesh is heir to, than it is saluted with a dose of
calomel. It is urged by the advocates for this prac-
tice, that mercury does not produce any visible effect
on children, and therefore cannot be injurious: —
the diseases with which children are frequently af-
flicted who have taken this medicine, are attributed
to defeets of the constitution, and the mineral poison,
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which is 4he true cause of the complaint, is.adminise
tered, in. larger. doses, till. many. of . the, wictims to a
fashionable remedy sink into the grave. | It iswell
kniown to ithe medical world; that eruptive diseases
of ;peculiar, malignaney.are often. produced in adults
by imerouny, yotothe same: diseases in children iare
rarely - attibuted tothis, cause ; indeed;  the use: of
this, dangerous remedy; . which- ought .never -to: be
administered except under the direction and super-
intendance of a competent; medical adviser, is:inow
so; common, that, ﬁiﬁhemiagd.mmhars of families give
tgjthmnchﬂdrem ﬂﬂﬂﬁl&peﬂﬁaﬂtﬂ blue pill, or calomel,
mose freely, and with,dess of caution, as to damp.er
eold, ithan their grandmothers would have ventured
to. administer a little senn@ tea, or a few grains of
rhubarb. The present generation have. reason, to
be thankful for the caution which their ancestors
adopted in regard to them; but I much guestion
whether .pesterity will, in their debilitated constitus
tions; find the same cause to rejoice in the wlgdrom
and eaution of their pragenitorstozds Ieoai ads
». That mercury is an useful and even indispensable
auxiliary .in. many cases, 1 freely admit; but/itiis.a
medicine of such a nature, that mone but: scientifie
Il}ﬁl!_.:Shﬂui_d.bﬂ_-ﬂltﬂw{tﬂ toexhubit it ssi05 - Iituorom
. About one hundred years ago, our physicians found
this,medicine rather unmanageable, for they, disecoun-
tenanced it’s external application, and advised that
llh,ﬂhauld be given internally when it was absolutely
rﬂqmrgd .- Such, however, has been the. change, of
epinion on that point, although ancients and moderns
agiee as to its deleterious effects on the constitution;
that 1 find the following oliservations in two medern
authors,both in.considerable practice and gueatepute:
wiff Wihen, mereury can be thrown Intﬂalhmmﬁﬂl}iﬂ“
¢ tion with propriety by the external methodyidt 1
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smpreferable’ tor the internal plan’; ‘because the' skin
¢ notinearlylso essential to-life as the stomach;
dsand il therefore capable invitself of ‘bearing much
wanore than the stomaeh ™ The constitution s also
¢ ldss injured. Many courses of ‘mereury swouldokilk
eithe patient if the medicine werelonly given inters
i nally, because'it proves hurtful to the ésﬁdm&cﬁfﬁﬁﬁ
sl imtestines when given/in any form, or Jjoined> with
< -the- greatest torreetord.*1sbnu igeozs borsizinimbs
wThis is strong reasoning against the use of’ mers
cury except in cases of ‘urgernt necessity ; as, if many
cbuvses would  destroy life; caecording to' common
reasoning; every administration’ 'of it 'must approxi-
mate the patient nearer to his grave. We will look
at further ‘quotations from the same authors, and
others of ‘established reputation. : dsududa
v1e¢:Megcury in 'some constitutions operates like a
“‘poison, ‘quite unconnected with its agency as' ‘&
“:remedy, and neither proportionate tothe inflam=
- mation of ‘the mouth, nor the actual quamntity of
“ the mineral absorbed. The morbid state' of the
«lsysteny ‘which tends to the fatal event™ (for'it is
just before noticed in this author that suppEN DEATH
sometimes occars during, and in' consequence of a
mercurial course) ¢ is named ‘erelhisinus, and is
“ncharacterized by great depression of strength, a
‘“eigense of anxiety about the precordia, irregular
“-ﬂfé’i:ifim ‘of the heart, frequent sighing, trembling,
“‘a-small, quick, and sometimes intermitting ‘pulse;
‘0 oceasional 'vomiting, a pale contracted counte:
“ nance, a sense of coldness; but the tongue i
<sigeldomi furred, and neither the vital, nor natural
«ifanctions are much disordered. © They who die
“Isuddenly “of ‘the 'mercurial erethismis have  fire-
“uiquently ‘been making some little exertion’ just
% Beforegrom leniadze 6il) yd vengong diw el
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The 'same authors advise, that practitioners'oh?
serving these symptoms in their patients, sheuld
immediately cause them to discontinue’ the wuse of
wercury, a and 'be exposed to a cool dry’ a{f—-aﬂupt a
more generous diet, with the use “of ‘cathartics oc-
mionally, the mineral acids and pertivian ‘bark." A2
fhnnn-h cool air'is ‘considered ‘so - necessary, jbmﬁ!‘
with ‘th{fst""me’thﬁds of treatment, to' avert supbr¥
DEATI, yet 4t is ‘very’ ']uslly‘to‘h*ser'fe‘t] “that there is
du:ngr!# even'lin the patient being''subjected to cold
air, from the hazard of some other (hseuse ﬂitﬂﬂk’]lfg‘
h|m1n1fnns{:qttt=hctz 13 BLL Y. IR0 T

It is further remarked, thﬂi cold liquids taken into
ﬂ'lf" stomach, or.exposure of the body to cold air‘or
moisture, must be guarded against during a course
of mercur}r—and hy those under the influence of it,
lest violent pains, vomiting, and gmeral cﬂnvuisn‘ms
ensue. | §55. L i
- “¢ Mercury often produces pains like those of
“« theufhatism, and when it falls on the mouth, some-
¢ times produces inflammation, which now and then
“ terminates in mortification.” O

¢ Mercury may even produce. lucal dlseases |

e Mercury {Jcmsmtmlly attacks the l}owe]s and
“¢cduses violent purging even of blood.” Tih

In the earlier periods c-f 1ppl}rmg or admlmstormg
this medicine— - |

< Patients frequently lost their teeth, rmd l.hey
“ were left pale, emaciated, exhausted, and subject
“'for the remainder of their lives to tremblings,
& palsms or other more or less dangerous affections.™

1t is also stated, and we have too many miserable’
ethples of the fact, that incautious exposure to cold
or damp air, or even the use of a partial or g‘en#ml
bath not sufficiently heated, whilst the paticnt was
under” the ‘infliience of mercury, las occasioned the:

' |
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most violent catarrhal symptoms,—the fauces and
throat became inflamed, the eyes intolerant of light,
the eye-lids ulcerated, and sometimes inverted. |
With facts hke these before us, authenticated by
men _of respectablht,y, science, and education—and
wI;mh from the more general diffusion of knuwledgp,
find their way into many, of the superior circles of
ﬁ-ﬁciet_:.f, it. is not very sucprising that persons aﬂ]iﬁted
with deafness, and. acquainted. with_ the effects pf
mercury, are alarmed when they find it recnmmendad,
to them as the only chance of cure; and that they
should prefer bearing the ills they haye, rather than
resort to a remedy which might, if administered
under the direction of an incautious or unskilful
practitioner, produce a train of evils capable of so
dreadfully diminishing the enjoyments of life, or
terminaling existence by a subpex pEatH. But there
are too many still ignorant of the nature and pro-
perties of this mineral, who, merely regarding it as a
fashionable medicine, and that it would be a_ speci-
men of bad taste to object to the use of it, cousent to
its adoption, until too late they find they have fallen
victims to its power, without any equivalent in return.
Mr. Saunders was the first modern author who ad-
vised the use of it in cases of nervous deafness, as he
considered that he had discovered by accident, in the
case of a Mr. B., that mercury was a specific for this
species of deafness when in the incipient state, Mr.
Saunders, however, was not the first discoverer ; for
Riverius, who lived about 1646, mentions a similar
accudental discovery of its supposed beneficial effects
in, extreme, cases of deafness, long before his time ;
lmt alter repeated trials, it being found totally ineffi-
cient, and the baneful effects of the medicine becoming
more knﬂwn, it very properly fell into complete disuse,.
. Mr, Saunders appears at a loss to account for the
B
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actmﬂ of the mercury in the case of Mr. B. in any
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read, and if they bad read, do not possess, theitalent
or seuse to appreciate, or even undestand, ;1 itz =
| As to thﬂ fact that mercury will eure,nervous; denfs
Hem mﬂst of the scientific members of, the;prf-ﬁis;mn
Hrf:tcumplf,tely bEEPtJﬂql 1 [mm,,s.gp_n ini-the | ¢ourse
of my practlce E?YLI';LJ, hundrpd patients who had, lu:ﬂn
tgeate ,ilhlfhls way; some almost till salivation ensued,
and others where that; effect, was produced ;,but -1
J"{Eii‘rFl(,th?ﬁWhﬂ“ﬁ heard .of .any person cured; or
ewqrrﬁhqmd by, it. ;lndgﬂl,. I am charitably inclined
to,believe that, the,advocates. for hiis plan. of treats
ment deceive themselves ;. for L have often  seen
paj;lgnts who had. tried, thisjzemedy till; enervated by
it’s elfects, and hanlLE& of . velief; they declined -all
futhLr attendance ou  the. person- advising it; who,
conceiving himself the ne plus wltia of perfection, and
that, as /s advice was no longer mquut,d,,llm patient
must necessarily be cured, G[}nﬁldﬁiﬂd that; |‘.HS ,pian
had proved successful, and promulgated, it to'-the
'wmld as an nvitation for others to. receive: qum same
hﬂﬂﬂﬁ,t at his hands ; —a benefit, which,those afllicted
wuh syplnhtu: deafness may receive from such: treat-
ment adopted by their own regular surgeons, but'by
which the patient with nervous deatness neveriean
gi‘_’f.ﬂ his hearing. Even the cases of incipient vr-res
cent nervous deafness which Mr. Saunders - thinks
mercury wﬂl cure, may generally be relieved w;lhnu.t
it’s juse, by the adoption of proper methods; ‘butof
this fact. there can be no doubt, that if they caniot be
cured. withnut mercury, they never will be bmwﬁipd
by even a cautious exhibition of it. . 02 afimoo
Mz, Saunders admits that mexcury. is more. trdlﬂH
iaied to.exhaust, than to impart encrgy to themerves
and declarcs his full conviction, that cases of; nervous
dﬁdfﬂLEE of long standing jare, mever, lehqunb?mn
yet the treatment hu_.;udup,l_p_dﬂ._qmuda,hlx. B.jand the
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s other’ cases following, which T have mentmncd
is still recommended, with little variation, fo all
patients whose' cases ‘are mr.ppu.sec? nervous.  Calomel,
or blue pill, fe'psﬂm salts, biced‘mg setﬂns hhsters,
antiphlogistic regimen; and, zmzfdlmw Mr. Q'[muders
when'the strength’ of even: *mEnl.fst men beg‘?ﬁg i&[”h
prostrated’ before 'this: farmldable arra;.f batk 18’ jre-
bcnhed to raise them' up dgains’ 00T # tsillp "D
' Many patients, ‘after’ s&ﬂﬁrin&-”ﬂm fﬂrtﬂfgé “of “tiis
mode of treatment, 'I_'mdLI" i Fdea 57 th i o ﬁtﬁﬂ;
being vervous deafness, have’ been'” ;:m‘ed'; by thé e
traetion of indurated Wax; o other” substances frotm
the'lower part of the audlttﬂ'y Féwswé ! w‘hmh shows
the | nﬂe‘essnsy of ‘every prachtmnﬂr’ in this dcpartment
ﬂxammmg ‘the ‘ears in a prﬂpcr manner, partmn’farly
as it is ‘attended with no pain to the patient, and is
very satisfactory to the aurist, who can, in nine cases
out of 'ten, sce the state of the auditory passage, and
must.be very incompetent to his pmfessiﬂn if he does
not remove ‘every particle of indurated 'cérumen, or
other 'substance, that prevents him from semﬁ'g the
membrana t‘fmpam or drum, as it is communly
called. - ol 1o
Other panents who have suffered the whole of
th:s’ course of bleeding, bhs{enng calomel, &o. &o:
although' they had been deaf for many years, and
consequently, aucurdmg to. Mr. Saunders, it was
useless to treat them in that manner, experienced no
relief, but rather an accession of the noises’ in thie
head, and an increase of the deafness, besides ”BE-
coming so much debilitated in point of cmislttuti’n“ﬁ**
that the remainder of their existence, which, but for
the ‘use of these means, might have been passed’l‘n
the enjoyment of health and vigour, proves a burthen
to' thémy and all hope ‘of ‘alleviation of their’ deaf-
ndds) which mild’ treatment might, 'in Tthie first i
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jugufal \EHI “and ‘oblained ten' ounces of “uery a'tuk
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mfmrred bi‘umf 3 She soon after revived, and ﬂlﬂ

next da ay was cﬂnsrderably better. The lhlr{l day the
Doctor H{esqr&bed @ mixture of two nunces of Q.pe~
taté&"[ wor of ammonia four ounces “; pure water,
sivty dmm 1f f_mctum uf ﬂ:glﬁnlllalrgfnxﬁlmr Pfa E—‘ﬂf}
w:!}:ﬂrl'i?fmﬁ nf sjrup nf saffm 5 two, table sp gnﬂg-
“fo°be. ta en every tHre t19ur§rm"r’t‘ﬁ:!1& {;qu{%gi
i‘.rmlfd 1(%1511{&:11&3:' y . seﬂ:ﬂq [L}ﬁ that ?E.L

I 2g '}Fr-'
nine ﬂr 5 [ mf:. ure of digi-
co ﬁ““}md ﬂb““‘ i 2 v ’m’;mnrfn”ﬂi‘.'g

hiedots
gﬁ“llsﬁzr 'Grattan attributes ﬂ‘ffz stlccessful” termin tion
of "{his case, so fmemﬁeﬁe&? _/’“ﬁ? the tilnmel 5,.1!;
ﬁ,‘hils, which 'he' thinks' he [ﬁfefcnbei mhre f'rﬂ Iy
thin is gfént}raify prachse& 1'd% not know the ¢ c%uan-
fuim of thi¢ tinctare cﬂmmﬁnly prescnbed in Ire aud;
bt here the mmimum dose ﬂf' dlgltahs 18 ten mlmms,
of about fifteen dmp‘s and the maximum dose is fmty
minimms, or about sixty drops. The dose of calﬂmel
was' ﬁnﬂ’ﬁhw éxlmnrdmar}r, for in a case very Sifﬂllﬂi’,
to‘whiéil I‘was called, about five years ago, in con-
s'u’ffﬂtlﬁﬁ with' ﬂne of the most eminent pi]}’slmans
B“r‘i‘étof the same quantity was preseribed by him
f{ﬂ' n ve’ry delicate ; young lady, joined with a cathar-
hré‘ and it is very I]Eﬂﬁhﬁﬂl"}" when 1t 18 gl".’ﬂu in such
cases; that it sﬁﬂulﬂ be in sufficient {Ioses, or .]ii'ined
will other niedicines, so as to produce a quick action
ofi''the' bowels : otherwise it seldom fails ‘to nlu:&ds ;
ﬂ"e’]ﬁuﬁ in tlm ears, and aggmvate the s}rmptnrfls u‘;
1!11:1 ‘cﬂmplmnt i
“Dr! Grattan reasons with great _]u(]n-mént ﬂn”{fm
action of the capillaries, and points out tilat lﬁﬂ”ﬂ
commetices ‘the process of inflammation ; for, ha!é” 3
obsefves, whhn the:,r exert themselves, and traﬁéhllf d
a?ithffglgly as tflﬂjr recewe ‘the hlaud the balance of
the citcilation is Eresewed and no U{}ﬂf"‘ﬂﬁllﬂ;‘l hbfl

ufﬂiaﬁh‘:'aiiun can’ take pfa::e. Iam, hﬂwevcr rqucl:
e A A IO Ea9000 [m9 f 111 i P 41' 15 I"‘I
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astonished that another cawse of this cure did not
occur to Dr. G., which it certainly appears evident,
from reading the case, must have been the true reason
of this young lady’s life being saved. It is admitted
the inflammation commenced in the capillary vessels,
which thereby ceased to perform that action neces-
sary for the continuance of health, namely, the trans-
mission of the blood from the arteries to the veins,
at the same time separating and throwing off, by the
excretory ducts, the insensible perspiration—the veins
having no propelling power of themselves, except as
they receive the impetus through the capillary vessels
from the arteries—congestion had taken place in the
venous portion of the circulation, probably com-
mencing in the auricular vein, which extended, and
in some measure aflected the other veins of the head,
of which the external jugular vein is the common
trunk ; by the abstraction of blood from the jugular,
a species of mechanical vacuum was created, and the
propelling power of the arteries having less opposing
force, from the congestion in the finer parts of the
veins being withdrawn, overcame the partial obstruc-
tion existing in the capillary vessels, and nature by
degrees was restored to the exercise of her func-
tions: so, that it seems evident, the forced bleeding
from the jugular saved the patient, and not the
doses of digitalis or calomel; and this is borne out
by the colour of the blood being wvery dark, for
although the blood is always deeper coloured from a
vein, than from an artery, yet it may be presumed, by
the manner in which it is mentioned, that it was in
this case singularly so. The cause of the whole
complaint was the abstraction of the latent heat from
the capillary vessels, which would be carried off by
the vaporisation arising from the applicatin:u of
damp whilst the body was greatly heated ; this was
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precisely the case of this young lady, who had been
to a crowded theatre, and walked home with her head
but lightly covered. It was also observed, that the
action of the temporal artery of the affected side was
not much increased: surely this ought, with the other
symptoms, to have suggested the propriety of open-
ing the vein as soon as the symptoms of delirium
appeared,—for the action of the artery was laboured,
in consequence of having but little, if any outlet for
its contents by the proper channels; but when once
the congestion was removed, the arterial part of the
circulation performed its office with increased energy,
and the capillary vessels soon regenerated that vital
heat so necessary to health.

The effect of mercury either upon an encysted
tumour, which sometimes forms in the auditory pas-
sage, or upon some of the species of fungnus gra-
nulations of that part, is very decisive, if given in
quantities insufficient to act on the bowels. These
kind of tumours sometimes occur in consequence of
hard substances being introduced into the meat s by
children, and the injury inflicted by injudicious at-
tempts, or the introduction of improper instruments,
to extract them.

Deafness in children, and even adults, in some few
instances, appears to be occasioned by worms in the
intestinal canal, more frequently by the large round
worm than any other; at least practical experience,
which is far beyond theory, has repeatedly shown,
that immediately the worms were expelled, the hear-
ing gradually improved, until it again acquired its
ful'power. Mercury in these cases is very necessary.
The old formule of calomel and scammony, or calomel
at night, and a powder of jalap, gamboge, and scam-
mony the following morning, are probably as good,
or better, than any other; certainly far more safe

C
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than, quack medicines, which are adyertised, for that
purpose; one of which, patronized by o Chief Bagen,
&, Bishop, and many, other persons of distinction,,as
the, proprictors, pretend, was proyed, by the eyidence
taken, before the Coroner, to have destroyed.a child’s
life, at, Hu i,l.“lr; Yorkshire, in January, 1@*;;#}1{]. 2
verdict, was recorded, that the child was, poisoped, by
that, sty medicine,  See, Medical Observer, Yol, I,
page 154. The father of the child published a spi-
nited pEmPBlaondhe.oprasionsayst the same medi-
cine continyes to,be sold,; oy i oo izes1eily
. The nobility, and, other, persons, of rank, ~whose
bames,are, used by, proprictoxs, of guack, medicines,
or men, and even. wqmﬂ.n“p;etpqdmg to medical. or
chixurgical skill, are really in_conscience answerable
for, and accessary to, the evils and mischiefs, such
nostrums, or, the incompetence of the parties, may
occasion ; for, by tacitly allowing their names, tqa, be
used, the public are induced to believe t,ha,t the high
patronage which is pretended to be ac&prdeq,ﬁhs really
granfed, and the consequent, miseries are widely ex-
tended. So common 1s it become to. use the names of
the great, that there can be little ,ﬁqphtq but if a
list was published of the various ways in,which, ﬂp,q
names of persons of rank are used to forward indiyi-
dual interests, it would be a curious document, and
gj;(;i,tﬂ no  small  degree of astonishment, in those
~per$n;;a,5¢s s | -
i There.is some, variance  of (;:puuon .as lo the pro-
pq:i[uea_pf mercury. By some, it is mps;dmﬁlﬁ,ﬁ@tlmq-
Jant; by others, a sedative. . It is not possible bere to
enter, into, the controyersy upon  this subject, funther
than to remark, that the primary effects of many, seda-
tives are stimulating, and the sccondary effects,iof
niany stimulants are sedative. M;; pqryflﬁpﬂpﬁiﬂns
primary efiects, stimulating to, the whole system ;zbut,
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liké ‘other active medicines, it varies muc¢h “in'‘ils
action, according o the habit of the patient’s body,
the ‘miannér of its exhibition, the quantity mtroduced
#ito 'thie systam, the temperature ‘of the atiftosphere,
&0 and the' effects it ‘produces -are by Mo’ medans
Ee{‘ﬁ’hl :';éﬁtﬁe'ﬁ'ﬁ'ré's : :;ne," and ‘sometimes’ hn%"l:'ﬂ!tr Jﬁbétﬁi
tion’ 87 incréased, biit very' genieratly (e’ sl iviry
glawds ate 'more affected by it thati any Gtlier Part'ot
fﬁéhﬁﬂ?:' [dwg Dblido sil) 10 _'_:f_nlllui -rr.a i .#Cl ogsq
O¥arious degreds of “deafiess, atténded Kuiih most
distressing noises in the lléﬂﬂ‘ﬁ\;ﬁ'}t‘igi"ﬁfﬁf'ﬁ’rcl oes
casioned by suddén ehanges' of témperdtire, or ‘ex-
postre to'a cold or ‘damp atinbsphére diiring the time
the ‘system is'affected with meércury.  In''someé cases,
total deafriess comes on suddenly; in others; the dimi-
niition ‘0f hearing is progressive, until ‘it amounts to
complete 'deprivation of the sense; whilst some only
‘Saffera partial diminution. T have not been abie to
‘discover any difference in the symptoms, or effects on
the hearing, ‘whicther the mercury is introduced into
the Euﬁhﬁt’t’itiun-'b}*“‘m-éans of the absorbent vessels of
the skin, “or by internal exhibition. * Mercurial oint-
‘ment ‘applied’to the héad to cure an eruptive disease,
“in' one'inistance, ‘produced sudden and total deafuness,
I ditother] an ointment containing mercury, joitied
‘Avith' ‘camphior, was applied to the head for a sup-
“posed local affection, which, evidently, from the synip-
toms, was only a simple complaint of another part of
the Body; the consequence was gradual impeifection
hF'lieari’ng, but now total deafness. In a third in-
“stance, the patient had attended the King’s coronation
iﬁ‘ﬂ't' year) whilst under the influence of mercury, and
“betiig very warm and fatigued, caught ¢old by sitting:
“dosingas is'supposed, in some dranght of air to rest,
“Shichi deptived him of all hearipg, ~' 0 )
HIUA fourtl, 2 youug lady taking ‘calomel for o hiliow

FA NV ILGTE
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complaint, had-hee haiv cut, and whilst warm; opened;’
theswindow: and. put - her head outto look atisomes
thing passing, whereby she' became totally déuf)—and,
not being able to modulate the tones of her voice, 18-
now graduailylosing the power of speaking distinctlys:
and many-other similar, instances could be eitedi - <1
2:Children; 'ta dwhomomlercuryiis very commonly ads:
ministered for mostvidfantile ‘compldints; also often:
becomeztotallyideaf'y and iremain’the: sad victims of
want ofiiduencarerinmurses and parents, whoosuffer:
them to run about in the damps:or'tobe: wished;!
withoutvany smore pmﬁialﬂiiiﬁdhan*riﬁ no-medicine
hadobeeh admidistetadiv odw ybsl woooy & am ol
¢ 'An' Italian ‘gentlemanat Milan sﬁ:nt l"'sﬂeade!hﬁm-
inwriting “by ‘an English physician; who idesired my:
opinion on it. His hearing was very-mueh dimi«
nished, and the noises in his head were of the: most:
distressing - nature, attended by vértigo; rand -sucl
slym'&l:nmﬁ ‘of approaching apoplexyy that his life was:
" placed in a state of great hazard;—=all -which had
been oceasioned by the use nf mrcury; und:mg]éut.
of ‘proper caution. o amsded grastvod s

. ‘Another gentleman who lmd ‘msed ‘meércury! in
France, was obliged to take a voyage'to Italy) and:
being exposed to a gale of wind, became ‘totally
deaf on one 'side,~findi ng the other impaired, and
a'sort of intermitting deafness coming on, with'noise
in the head; giddiness, and a variety ‘of distressing’
symptoms, for which he could get no relief in Paris)
came to London to consult one of our first surgéons;
who ' sent him to me very recently. s om. bty
20 might @o on o mention many other instandes;
where niereury introduced nto the system, and want
of 'due eaution being recommended ‘by Ahe wicdieal
attenidant, orof pnfpu“réuemmn being' paid By tlie
paticnty variety of discases of the ﬁpg‘ﬁfr.lbﬁ!f heavinyg

o
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have supervened: 'Why then should the more gentle
vegetable medieines be so much neglected insimple:
cases of derangenient of the stomach? ~Burely they:
are more natural-and congenial to the /constitution;
and 'are:cértainly unattended with: danger.sn Many,of
the scientificinembers-ofthe: profession avediscouns:
teharrﬁmgnmerc ury ; butit wiltne doubt stili-continue
in favour 'with those who [ are/higotted to @ pecuhiar
system’ of treatment,and-otliers who areltomignorant
to "appreciate rimprovements; ronireason- fairly ‘and
liberally upon the subject. 5/ al tsods mm1 of modd

viAnother instance ! of the abuse of mercury occurs
to me. A young lady who was troubled with occa-
stonal head-aches, which; from the symptoms; clearly
arose from indigestion, consulted an apothecary in her
neighbourhood; who assured her it' was a dangerous
complaint of the head, and treated it as a local affeetion,
with external applications, and internal doses of calo+
mek. She continued a constant patient to her medical
friend for several years, occasionally seeing a physician.
of the apothecary’s introduction, during which she lost
all her teeth, became very nervous and weak, with pal-
pitation-of the heart, &c. Whilst under this treatment,
and: taking these medicines, she was ordered to use
sea bathing, and deafness, to a very great degree; was
the:consequence. - Another physician was called inj,
who advised four grains of blue pill every night for,
six or eight weeks, and an active cathartic once in
twelve or fourteen days. This increased her debility,
and the noises in her head, and in that state she con-
sulted me in regard to her deafness, with a written
statement of her case from her apothecary, whose
ignorince was evident from his orthography as to
those-parts of the human bedy he wished to deseribe,
asiwell s in his account of her symptoms.. This,poor
creature bad been his patient TWLLVE YBARS, and, was

A 4 o tile AnPead ! ]
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perfectly satisfied he had never given her mercary s
but:the preseriptions, whieh s'hedl:wd'f--:eﬂ*ﬂfuilyﬂrﬁﬁ
tainedy showed how she had “been deceived, One'of
our fitst physicians; whom she consulted (asité Her
general] health, at (he same time that she called on
miey explained othe ddeeéption to her relatives who
aceompanied chew; 'but( from: the debility which; he
thought, wastw consequen ce of ithiv brieatment she fid
andergone) iergaveine hopes of  her'recovery ;'and 'a
fitie jlﬁuﬂgii‘adﬁf,hihdsbﬁéﬁinghm ample fortune, was
thiuso sacrificedsbye! deveordnee o and c*:#lmf.{t!rg =a:|; the
shrine’of a fashionable wedicine/: 1o v
-oThere is considerable: dﬁm‘mﬂty in ascwrtmmng the
precise manner sin which® thé ear becomes' thus af-
fected; '1n" consequence of the use of ‘meércury) and
the application of cold or moistuve ‘to the body;
because the capillary vessels being 'exeited by the
médicine to increased action, the application of damp
or cold would more easily produce vaperisation, and
the latent heat being thereby carried ofl; we should
look for inflammation in consequence of ‘the dnter-
ruption of the due circulation. But in these cases' o
such symptom is discovered,—no visible’ derangement
of the structure of the ear, or its functions,oisste
be ‘observed on the closest investigation; thelocera-
mirous glands’ perﬂ]rm their functions’ pmplei!ljyﬂie
membrana tympani is perfect; both 'in shape and
appearance: therefore the aberration from a state of
héalth "must arise in- the more internal parts of the
organ; ‘With 'a view to assist as much as possible i
restoring the tone of every part, ¢leansing the'extérnal
anditory passage of évery particle of cerumen; awd
gently stimulating the' glands to- mﬂma#ed Caetion; i
as ‘rhiuch ‘as ean be done ‘to that pagt. o1 10y 200116y
iMeredry being capablé of increasing all'setretions,
'ulU'aE of the mastoid eells; no doubt; beeotic hiove
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profuse ;. but being suddenly checked; probably.the
segretion , passes;inta . the cavity of the tympanumy
and,over the internal side of the membrana tympani,
(or| drum) iin an inspissated stale, and: may 'thereby
indesrupt, its. vibratory ;power, which isi/the! primary
agtion-of: the mechanism: swhereby sounds sarescons
veyed ta the sensorium ; or the éflux of this|secre«
tion may pass down,and-even form;obstructions in
the eustachian tube ;1 and;dhisnis aoveiy. probable
veason in, some instancesy for-d have seenpatienis
deaf from exposure to cold whilsttaking mercuny;
who, if laid upon their back; conld hear quite well,
but after standing;up foriaishort-time, gradually be-
came, deaf again. I have mentioned cases of syphilitie
ulceration, and elosure, or obstruction of the enstachian
tubes from: that cause ;. which also may arise from the
primary &fféet of mercury upon the cuticular lining of
the pharynx; being inflammation, which, in membranes;
rapidiy adyances to ulceration, As topical applications
to affect the mastoid cells, the use of moxa, (so much
extolled on the eontinent for various diseases, and now
introduced into this country in a more manageable
form by Mr. Gathrie, who has favoured me with his
plan of applying it,) or very dense sparks from a pow=
erful.electric machine upon the part, (which I am alse
adopting, through the medium of an old established
professional gentleman, whose high character and
skill: are mniversally acknowledged,) will prove more
successful than blisters,- And with a view to cleanse
the- pharynx, fauces, and eustachian tubes, a gargle
composed of mineral acid and some slight stimulative,
may prove of; considerable service. As to the per-
foration ;of the mastoid process, I shall make obser-
vations upon that plan in my larger.'wo_rk; therefore
shall jenly.remack here, that it has not proved so, sue-
cessful.as was anticipated. 1
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As the secondary effects of mereury are oftentimes
paralysis, the portio mollis, or soft portion of the au-
ditory nérve, whose delicate filaments float in such a
sensitive medium, and even the membranes of the
fenestra rotunda, ovata, and membrana tympani,
being all supplied with nervous and muscular sen-
sibility, may become affected with incipient paralysis.
Stimulants in general, and none more than mercury,
produce, in their secondary effects, a corresponding
debility; thus the nervous system of these parts
being so sensible, may more frequently suffer, and,
from their complexity of formation, are less under-
stood than other and more tangible parts of the
system. Medicine may here be called in to aid the
cure: and by the exhibition of the various kinds
of correctors to this baneful mineral,—more ma-
nageable stimulants,—and other methods, according
to the circumstances of the case, I hope in my
next work to be able to show that these patients
are not deprived of all chance of relief; b_uf,:-ﬂn
the contrary, they may reasonably hope to re-enter
into the business and enjoyments of life, and again
join in social intercourse with their fellow mortals.
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