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OBSERVATIONS

0N THE

TREATMENT OF SYPHILIS

WITHOUT MERCURY.

sJ

ean Sir,—I regret that T have been prevented, by various
avocations, from fulfilling my promise of giving you an
account of the observations which, for a series of years, I have
had occasion to make respecting the treatment of syphilis with-
out mercury. Bat, if the following brief statement of the gene-
ral results of these observations shall appear to you worthy of a
place in your Journal, you will oblige me by inserting it.

I was led, many years ago, by a careful investigation into the
history of syphilis, and by having had occasion to see a consi-
derable number of anomalous and untractable cases, treated by
full, but ineffectual courses of mercury, to doubt the justness of
the opinion so generally received, that mercury, in some one or
other of its forms, is the only safe, effectual, and specific remedy
for the cure of that disease. These doubts were much increas
by the discussions to which the various communications made to
the late Dr Beddoes gave rise, respecting the efficacy of nitrie acid
in venereal complaints; by the appearance of Mr Abernethy’s
valuable publication on the diseases resembling syphilis ; and by
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real disease, who practised in London about' the beginning of

century, and who appears to me to have anticipated
E-E;‘?’g‘f ]1{; ﬂerf&tinn{hn’d' _L_iac'mr'l‘:i.-ips'_'ﬁjﬁﬂhl:lh_is' sibjeet which
have E’-"%"?r!‘ ‘made in our times. In carrying nﬁ'f-fthe 'observations
to.which ;_)bn.i[ga alluded, it was with no' sm‘kﬁ'f-?ﬂﬁs_rﬁdnﬁ?n that .
il tally found, about six years ago, the ﬁﬂk;ﬁf’ﬂmf prac-
titioner, in, the library of my friend, Dr Stedman ' of! Kinross,
gpﬁﬂgdw‘jl_'lfﬁa Scourge of Venus ﬂﬂf-_]'_M?ﬁcﬁf}'}"{ﬁFfﬁ#ntEd in
qinp,ﬁ_t,iaé of the venereal disease, giving a suceinet, but most.
exact account of the nature, causes, signs, degrees)and symp-
.tu'm.ﬁ'. of that dreadful distemper, ant _"tﬁé'fu@l‘-?ﬂbﬁséquunm.
arising from mercurial cures, with the several ‘ways of taking
that infection,” &c. ** Unto which ;is added, the trae way of cur-
i;:ig n;.pt,qn};} the consummate and inveterate, h}lti‘ﬁlﬁpf_the MeT-
curial pox, found to be more dangerous than the pox‘itself. The
whole illustrated by many authentic and unquestionable accounts
_cures performed alter the patients wé:‘é’.—’.lijbdl}'éiﬂ% the very
b;:i!}k of the grave by mercurial operations, theliké nétds yet ex-
tant” By J. Sintelaer, practitioner in Ehjisiﬁ’,r‘%]_‘fﬁrrdfﬂw;fl'.?ﬂﬁ.
That I have ﬂqtf.migh&én the natare, nor overrated the value
of the hints contained in this book, and whicli feiided to con-
f.iril'n me in the soundness of the conclusions to whielé D hiad been

previously led regarding the treatment of ‘véhereal diseases with-
out mercury, will appear, 1 trust, from the following extract, se-
lected from among many passages of o simi‘llni*'_ﬂﬁ'ﬁﬁ As
¢ When, alter the imperfect or preposterous ciirelof a con-
';:-;.gtmi;i}i_ted pox, by mercurial salivations, ' or' somletimies also by
__over violent, and too frequent mercurial vomitives, thére appear
“such symiptoms as'are most commonly observed in/the most in=
_veterate or radicated pox, you may then rationally eonelude, that
: ,'!;ﬁejﬁ are not so much the remnants of the former pox,but rather
_ 1@& symptoms of a disease o ils vwn kind, being oecasioned either
altogether by the natural’ malignity and viruleney ‘of the mercu-
ﬂﬁgpﬁéﬁﬁmliuns, by which these salivations or violent vomitings
2tne q:gg‘e raised, or at least by the intermixture of 'the ‘mercury with
~ some small remnants of the pocky ferment, which' otherwise
L1, might either have been expelled or subdued by the strength of
i DAEUTE 5 but. 1ts \f}@_l&ijg}r _.hf:ll_r'l:"" uow exalted by the malignity of
1, the mercury, it appears attended-with niteh moraviolent, and
¢, Amuch more dangerous symptonis aftér’ the “meteuridlieure, than
ity SRR BGIRI S R 8T sqomid da i
Y. Hg:}c?i it Is that a Li:ert#@ ’_nj&il_&fﬁ author'is fovced to con-
o fessy that e Bilieyds thE ehiérs”are miove fallen wokos corroded
b ates, and rotten bones, ‘occisioned “by the merciry, than by
e Pox.
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““ So that if you obserye, that after. the cure iof the pox by |
mercurial ﬁi’ ; ;'gff_ﬁe;ﬁ;g!gg fresh pocky symptoms, I;zchlzﬁ |
id not ﬂm J‘ ﬂ:;ré: F1 éﬁpgpiplf}f such 48 make their appears=:
ancein the'glandisfons and. bony parts, as ulcers lin- the mouth.
and palutif lﬁ”lﬁ!’ roof of the mouth, and violent and continual !
pain in thi'y 655! say, il you find these symptoms appear atter
a.cure of 418 pox by inrerey ty, when nothing of it .was observed
elore ; or if you find these, and other such like symptoms which
dlﬂ"{ﬂveﬁ*ﬁl“ﬂiﬁﬂ 'L-?fé;:"bgrn,.-e the said cure, become afterward
more violent'‘aitl frequent, you may- then be fully' convineed, -
that they oive tliviy origin chiefly. to the malignity of the mer-
CArY oratléast 16 its intermixtyre with some slight! remnants
of the -d]&lfhtﬁ':"ff;.’_i‘.féhmml; whence it is, that we have iven it the.
name of &' witithrial or symptomatical pors called -gs-mme e
bastard pog!»1-='* 717 {1165 Tglse o
In the ant of an accurate diagnostic symptom between sy-
philitic chanére and ordinary uleeration, and often also from
the s"im:_:"lfii:in-‘"’\{j'flr ’ai]pal:'ie.nt, upon_his first appljinp;. to me, ren=
dering it’ i oper’ for. him to undergo . a course .of | mer~ .
cury, I'had for 'ﬁigpy '}_re_ars_ fmqutnti}r been induced to  treat .’

}

primary Vehdréal sores with simple local, remedies,. The great .
numhbf“r.'nt"ﬁh’eig!éjs_’difiss which disappeared under this treatment;.
some with, ahd’ others without, the, formation of bubo, and
many of theni 'Jf]féakist?'ﬁg:i'ﬁg all the characters usually attributed to- .
syphilitic éhancre, rendered me extremely desirous (o ascertajn. -
whether ther?x be indeed any primary venereal sores which ard
not capable _&qf'héli‘._‘_:l:_t healed withont the use of mercury.. An op- .
portunity“for bringing this matter to the test of publie expori-
ment, has bien” u'i%irde{] we In the practice ofithe Consolidated: .
Depot Hospitil in Ei:li_uhurgh Castle, to the charge! of which,
through the kifidness of the Director General of tlie Army Me-
dical epartment, [ was appeinted in Marvch 1816, In . this
hospital, ‘open 16 'the inspection of all the medical -military offi-
cers attending'the University, I have, since that period, carefully. /.
abstained from ' the’ employment of mereury, mot only.in the ./

treatment of Sécondary, but'also in that of the primary symptoms .
of s}rph'_i!is;”Hii’ﬁf‘ﬁﬂ?&'_'_f’ﬂ_uqql.t_!m_t__ch:mcre, and bubo | havetin - |
every instance disi ']P.E*-’!!"‘-’.qi':"“ederr~ n antiphlogistic regimen, rest .
in the h’ﬁizﬁﬁ‘i!ﬁ? sition, a d mild local ap ications, jas speed- .
ily as 1 had '&vel en them disappear. in. similar cases in which d3
m:*remj*‘-.'ﬁa'é"é% "-?ﬂf“-:rl :11’1.11 the,, management of; these cases, I,
have hm!'_itHE?;HIéHr i lﬁl;fn 9 j{ﬁpi}ﬂl, Mate Macgibbon;and of (.| .
Assistant ‘ﬁﬁiﬂ"‘r E{EEHEIEHE ,?,(-Ef tponlu amonad of noitizogeib o

The mild marinér in'which both {:!i]u:lcres-and- suppurating bu-

s were observed to heal under this treatment in the Dep6t Hos-
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' et 1360 bl JB S
Pitﬂ!-,inﬂllmd ﬂlE '}ﬂtﬂ 'Plil' ]Plihkg It.ﬂ- &J:III]I&“L 0 EEPIHEE PF#FﬂCE iﬂ
T Arenmnof he e eted it By of the 924 regi
ment, at thattime stationed’ i ‘Eﬂiﬁh‘gfghl‘&%ﬁ ¢, Thie results
which this gentleman’ obtained fin the cascs so treated, and which
1'had an-opportunity of seeing 'Li}_ﬂ_u]”l’hﬁ ;g?tp]ﬁg;ﬁ marghed for
Treland; in A pril 1817, were precisely ajﬁi-ila_;"_ji;%ﬁj?qﬁﬁ which I
had obtained in the Depot Hospital Vol L

I the course of veporting the cases in'thése hospitals for my
clinical léetuves on miilitary’ medicine, [ rw'._-;rg_sl' EHF rised to be
informed;in February 1817, by My Kenning, resident surgeon
of the Ordnance Medical Department, that a praclice;similar to
that which' 1'was following 'in sy‘phih“ti{:'cﬁ’ées_]_u_’:;_qf been employed
fora considerable period {1 have 'reason to believe even some
time previously to my appointment to the Depot Hospital) by Mr
Rose, surgeon of the Coldstream Guards, and I'f'?'afﬁphPPPJ' pos
Jearn, that the results of his practice were similar to mipe,

Seon after this period, the 88th regiment arriving, ere from
France to replace the 92d, I found, that; in Eﬂmé’l’a‘ﬁnﬁﬁ of com-
munications from London, the' medical officers of this regiment
had begun a short time before to. treat ‘all their 3}'i?-‘]l‘;iJ;'-BiF cases
without mércury ; and since that time, up to the present, date, I
have hadran’ opportunity of séeing a very great num g1 of sy-
philitic cases'in'this regiment treated in this manper, with uni-
form suceess, unider the judicious management of Surgeon John~
ston, and ‘Assistant Surgeon Bartlete, " ~ . § r Bl

In private practice, [ have followed a similaf’fﬁndguﬂg .tl.‘}é#iment
in a great number of syphilitic cases, many of which were,seen by
my fiiend My Turner, who for several years lived with e, and
assisted me in vy practice 3 and in treating these cases, I huve
obtained results in all ‘respects similar to those stated to have
taken place in the military hospitals.  SEaaH 2

Bubo 'in omne or both groins, sometimes suppurating, and
in other instances disappearing by resolution, has occurred in
abont one fourth ‘of those affected ' with chancre, but in none of
the clianeres or buboes which 1 have seen treated Wit_h'ﬁqt mer=
cury, has| any disposition to' gangrenous 5.ﬂﬂﬁniiﬁa;i¢-n,_ v 1o
phagedenie uleeration, ever'manifesteditsélf,—occurrences which
are so' common' in'”the treatment of "thése ‘affcotions, under
even 'the most -ciiréfill employrent of Illiiéi*c,li"rjl’_'."'_'rfﬁ a ﬁu'w'hgr of
the cuses of chancreya hard' tubércls, accompanied with disco
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loration of the 'skinj’hds been ‘observe
able time after cicatvization, and'l

a disposition to become ulcerated, Wwheé
glected or has been irritated. \
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A sufficient:length  of ‘time has ot yet clapsed to enable us

to ascertain in how many cases constitutional affections will oc-
"r"“rg_l?r'ﬁiﬁ thfe' E—f::’n_:iqti_tgﬁiq;i:_t'l_ affections may be among t;'ht;s,é
 have bén eured of the primary symptoms of syphilis with-
. -ﬁﬁi&?ﬂéfﬂ,ﬁ.ﬂ- Of the cases which I Lave seen, the
umber rfia ich coiistitutional symptoms have supervened, has
not excee d 6ne in ten ; 'in'll the only forms of these sjr'ﬁi. tOms
which hive preseénted themselves, are ulcerations of the throat,
and ._Futﬂui?us eltflﬁtpﬂn:-m, sometimes accompanied by inflamma-
tion of the ﬁﬁé@.i-'; [he ulcerations of the throat have been few
in number, and generally accompanied with cutancous erup-
tion ; f}feg‘ ’l‘rmﬂe had an aphthous appearance, and have some-
times lhjé’é:n' attended with aphtha of the inside of the mouth, en-
largement of the tonsils, and swelling of the Iymphatic glands of
the neck. The cutaneous affections which have occurred have
been, EI‘?H;ﬂa eral cases, a reddish mottled efflorescence of the
skin, rese !EIqu_Equla, in, others, papular, pustular, scaly, or
tubercalar eruptions. 'These secondary symptoms have usually
appeared n’caseés where the primary sores had been long in
healing, and'whire they had left behind them indurated cica-
tri

rices, “T'he time 4t which they have generally occurred, has va-
ried from four to twelve weeks after the appearance of the pris
mary ﬁ[&bﬁ:*q‘ﬁ%"#ﬁeﬂiqm. of the throat have been slight in
comparisonwith those which usually take place in venerea? cases
after the pse of ‘mercury. The cutaneous eruptions have been
chronic 'iE'*"tHEir nature, and have all, as well as the sore throats
and inflanimiations of the eye, gradually, though sometimes slow-
ly, diﬁ}b?ﬁ ared withont the use of mercary, and without seeming
to haveé left any injurious effects behind them. T am inclined to
belieye, that, if mereury had been employed, the cutaneous affec-
tions, in'several of these cases, might have been cured in a shorter
period of time than that in which they have disappeared ; but
whether, in accelerating the cure of the eutancous eruption, that
remedy mjght not have excited other constitutional a.ﬂ'ef:t{.m:;a,

is a point which future experience can alone determine. |
The secondary symptoms of syphilis, I may remark, have not

appeared to e to be more frequent in their occurrence in, those

patients who have been' treated without mercury, than in those

by whoti’ E;J.E"f'%ﬂt_’ 'has been 'f_'réeily_é_hijﬁlﬁjrq&lﬁ Hitherto I
have had 16" GBGHLULY of ubsérvini amoi pilients trsted
for Uity sefytonns widiow iy, nf of those deep
o il s G4 S, O she et o he i, 4] o,
or of 'tht “phirtul Aifections o ‘the “bones, whick e Matdl by

every writer on' sy philis, ‘as the genuine products of thal disease.
Among the very great number ol such affections which have

Bacoaniaied -
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presented themselves to my observation, one, oF 1;5-_::.1-5' |
more than one, course of mereury had .'hgm-'.?ml.ﬂ?% -

The results 1 have now stated to you are satishactory, I con-

L
; (il p
ceive, in so far as they seem to establish thﬂiytl’_ﬁ?}h_;ilt. of every

5ympibm nf'is_y]fhilis being ‘curfd -ﬂi_ihﬂilt:tll_ﬂ _nse of mercury,
and by this to lead to npp!il':at{nnai of _ﬂ:_ utmost @Pgﬁgance-m
rﬂICﬁ{:E' - 08 e O LT U -'-]j i)

They also have a confirmation in, _whljlg'g:-th }.r._ﬁgﬁi?llg us to ex-
plain, the numerous, and apparently contradictory, statements
which have at different times been given with regard J_l;g_ the ef-
ficacy of the various remedies which have been extolled for the
cure of syphilis, from the first appearance of that disease in Fu-
rope to the present day. , w0, et

Indeed, all the observations which T have had an opportunity
of making upon the symptoms and progess af syi.pﬁl”i\ ,.tend to
confirm me in an opinion which I have for seyeral years taught
in my lectures, that it is a chronic ‘and not an acute disease ;
and that the rapid progress which it seems sometimgs to male,
and the exasperated symptoms which it exhibits, are _ﬂ:i the ge-

¥ E]uentlr

nuine or necessary effects of syphilis, but may, in most instances,
be traced to intemperance, to neglect, or to impyoper treatment.

What then, it may be asked, is the praetical conclusion to
which these views lead in the treatment of syphilis 7, Are we to
abandon the use of mercury,—to reject it as a rem dy which is
unnccessary, and that may be injurious ; and if mercury be laid
aside, must we employ other remedics, such as guiacum, sarsa-
parilla, or nitric acid, in its place; or may wa:.;,aﬂaf}r trust the
cure of this disease to the powers of nature alone ?

‘Many years, I coneeive, must elapse, before a satis! aﬁgt;r{ an-
swer can be given to these questions. To be able to answer them,
it must be ascertained, whether syphilis undergoes a spontane-
ous cure'in all the forms in which it appears ; and upon this
being established, it must be also ascertained, whether by any,
and by what means of treatment, the progress of  this spontane-
_ous curé may be accelerated or retarded, . ...

~The effect of mercury in ucce]gr,a_tingj he 'p:m;_g.'gf: 5 .gli_iljs SCEINS

~'to be too well established to admit of jts being called in ques-
_tion ; but in how far the use of this s lﬁs_iflﬂ;l-}{!.?, may or, may not
_give a tendency to the recurrel necﬁ‘ t}fm (disease in a more ag-
gravated form, of may induce diseases diffeent from, but re-
 sembling those described as arising from syphilis, are points still
- far from being s‘ﬁﬁiéienﬂf determined. ?}:ﬁe belief that syphilis
can be eured safely and ultimately only by the use of mercury,
is 80 deeply rooted in the minds of the public, and the preju-

dices of practitioners, are so much biassed in favour of the em-
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ployment of that remedy for the cure of syphilis, that we cannot
expect that its use, whether it shall be ultimately found to be ne-
Cessary or not, will be generally given up, ot least for a lone
time to come, in the private practice of our profession. 3

The practice however of treating venereal cases without the use
ﬂ_fl'ﬂercury, has now become very general in the British military
hinspim]s, both at home and in France ; and by a communica-
tion which | have had the pleasure to receive, at the desire of
Sir James M*Grigor, from my friend Dr Theodore Gordon, I
have reason to believe, that the results obtained do not differ
materially from those which I have described. These results
will soon, T hope, be communicated to the public; and much
valuable information may be expected from the medical officers
of the army who have devoted their attention to this subject,
and whose situation affords them so much better opportunities
than medical practitioners enjoy in the practice of civil life, of
ascertaining whatever relates to the natural history or treatment
of syphilis,

e following table of the cases which have been treated
without mercury in the military hospitals here, since March
1816, exhibits a summary view of some of the results which have
been detailed. I remain,

Dear Sir,
Very truly your's,
Joun Tuomson, M: D.
5, George Sireet,
8th December 1817.

Abstract of the cases of Primary Venereal Symptoms treated with-
out the use of Mercury in the Consolidated Depét Hospital,
and in the Regimental Hospitals of the 92d and 85th Regi-
ments in Ediniurgh Castle, from March 1816 to December
1817,

Number of cases of primary symptoms treated, s ; 155
Of these had buboes, a &:nmidmhle proportion of which suppurated, 54
All cured.
Of these cases, secondary symptoms have supervened in e o e
In the form of ulceration of the throat in alael it 5 1
— of ulceration of the throat with cutaneous eruption in 2
of cutaneous eruptions alone in . . 10

=————— of cutaneous eruption with iritisin .
All of which have disappeared.

e —

* In seven other cases of eruption, attended with iritie, which have occur-

red to my observation, the disease has heen cured without the use of l:l}l:t"'lil‘lfy'.
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