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there flourished a distinguished French anatomist, who caused great
advances to be made in the knowledge of Anatomy, and with whose
name, at least, you are all abundantly familiar. You all know the
fissure of Sylvius, and have at all events heard of the aqueduct of
Sylvius—the “iter a tertio ad quartum ventriculum.” These two
signal-posts testify to the carefulness with which a certain Sylvius
had examined the brain. But that is not the Sylvius of whom I
now speak, and we must be careful not to confound them. The
enthusiastic explorer of the brain, Frangois de la Bog, surnamed
Sylvius (on account of his paternal acres), flourished at a period
remote from the time which now engages our attention, and to which
our present inquiry will not conduct us—the middle of the seven-
teenth century.

The complete name of the earlier anatomist Sylvius was Francois
Jacques Dubois. He was born at Louville, a village in France, near
Amiens. His social lot was very differently cast from that of his
successor in the seventeenth century. Portal says he was born of a
family ¢ peu riche et trés chargée d’enfans,” or as we should express
it, although the expression is objectionable, ¢ poor and with many
encumbrances.” The great merit of the earlier Sylvius—that which
secures for him the title of “ Restorer of Anatomy in France,” as
Mondini was in Italy—Ilies in the circumstance that he first substi-
tuted the human body for purposes of dissection, for pigs, which
previously had always been so employed. To Sylvius has been
assigned by some the distinetion of having first practised injection of
the vessels for anatomical investigations. Whether he deserves this
merit or not, there is no doubt that Sylvius is the first author who
makes mention of this most important and valuable practice. But,
being a blind admirer of the ancients, an enthusiastic worshipper
of Galen, one who had never learned the lesson,

* Nullius addictus jurare in verba magistri.”

Sylvius, while describing many facts with sufficient accuracy, fell
into numerous errors. On discovering a discrepancy between his
own observations and the descriptions of Galen, he was far too
prone, and indeed ever prone, to confess his own want of correct-
ness, and to magnify the physician of Pergamos. To so ridiculous
a length did Sylvius carry this practice, as to account for the devia-
tions from the Galenic deseriptions, by concluding that the human
species had undergone a marked degeneration since the days of Gla len.

One great distinetion Sylvius had, although, as we shall ];;resentI}'
see, he at one time sadly abused it—he was the teacher of Vesalius.
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Charles V., and was fortunate enough to cure the young prince Don
(larlos of a serious wound of the head, occasioned by a fall. While
thus engaged, his zeal for anatomical pursuits underwent no
diminution—he was busily engaged in dissection. His good for-
tune, however, after a time deserted him, for it has been placed on
record that, having attended a young Spanish gentleman who was
supposed to have died of smallpox, he craved permission to exa-
mine the body, and, opening the chest, found the heart still beating.
This sad catastrophe became noised abroad : Vesalius was arraigned
before the Inquisition as a murderer, and only escaped a capital
gentence through the personal intervention of the Emperor.
Leaving Spain he journeyed in the Holy Land, and, having been
summoned by the Venetian Senate again to take the chair of Ana-
tomy, rendered vacant by the too early death of the illustrious
Fallopius, was proceeding to Padua when the vessel in which he
journeyed suffered shipwreck on the isle of Zante, and thus, on the
25th Qctober 1564, Vesalius perished, being at the time exactly
fifty years of age.

The additions to anatomical knowledge made by Vesalius were
most valuable as well as numerous. He was the first to publish a
complete account of the anatomy of the human body, and this he did
while still in his twenty-fifth year. He thoronghly exposed and blew
to the winds of heaven the errors and sophisms of Galen, while he
demonstrated the utility and absolute necessity of a careful dissection
of the human body. o Vesalius, further, belongs the high merit
of having conjoined anatomical drawing with textual description.
The plates in his atlas are beautiful; and yet it is no wonder,
seeing that he employed for the purpose of illustration, the pencil of
Titien, and that of his chief scholar, Jean de Calcar.® To enter into
an account of the anatomical deseriptions of Vesalius were to write
a treatise on the subject.

“ Nihil erat quod non tetigit : nihil quod tetigit non ornavit.”

He it was who first accurately described the bones of the feet and
hands. Various muscles he first named, and of few was he alto-
gether ignorant. His visceral anatomy is excellent ; the heart, with
ifs openings and valvular structures; that of the brain—although
only rendered complete by Sylvius (De la Bog), and Winslow, our
own countryman, and others, a century and more after his day—is
wonderfully accurate. Even his account of the bloodvessels and

[“I-: Geschichte und Bibliographie der Anatomischen Abbildung, von Dr Ludwig
“houlant.
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progress in the sciences and philosophy. After a considerable time
spent in travelling, Anatomy soon attracted his attention, and to its
study he devoted himself with the most extraordinary zeal. To so

reat an extent did his fame extend, as to secure for him the appella-
tion of # The Esculapius of his age.” e was successively Professor
in the Universities of Ferrara, Pisa, and Padua. The life of Fallo-
pius was a short one: he died at the early age of thirty ; some have
said that he reached his thirty-ninth year. He wrote many treatises
— the most famous of which were the ¢ Observationes Anatomicee,”
published at Venice, 1563. It was the magnificent work of Vesalius
which excited the desire of Fallopius to study Anatomy, and to be-
come the pupil of the former. For Vesalius he ever entertained the
greatest respect and regard. Of him Sprengel says that he was a
greater man than either Vesalius or Eustachius,—* In him were
united a modesty the most amiable, manners the most engaging, an
immense erudition, and a profound acquaintance with the structure
of the human body.” There exists a curious passage in the writings
of Fallopius, implying that when bodies for the purpose of dissection
were scarce, recourse was to be had to the king or emperor, as the case
might be, and occasionally a eriminal was awarded to the teacher,
who, after being gently poisoned by opium, was publicly dissected.
Many important additions to anatomical knowledge were made by
Fallopius. His descriptions of the bones, particularly of the bones
of the head and face,—among the former, of the ethmoid and sphe-
noid,—are far more exact than those of any preceding anatomist.
In Myology and Splanchnology he made important discoveries. The
anatomy of the female generative organs he made a special subject
of study ; and so accurate was the account he gave of the oviduets,
that to this day, as you know, they pass under the name of the
“ Fallopian tubes.”

It is with a tubular structure, also, that the name of Eustachius
has become so intimately associated. The canal conveying air
from the pharynx to the tympanum of the ear, which, thanks
to a modern instrument, we can now examine during life, was
first recognised and described by Eustachius. He also, in care-
fully exploring the heart, noticed the valve-like process, consist-
mg of a thin fold of its lining membrane, and extending from
the anterior margin of the vena cava inferior to the anterior border
of the fossa ovalis,—a structure of foetal life, to be viewed as its
remains in young subjects,—the so-called * Eunstachian Valve.”

Bartholemew Eustachius was born at San Severino, near Ancona,
and, as already stated, was the contemporary of Vesalius and Fal-






