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AN APPEAL

o THE
RELIGIOUS AND BENEVOLENT PUBLIC

MEDICAL SCHOOL FOR THE NATIVES OF CHINA,

ﬁ IN CONNECTION WITH THE CHINESE
MEDICAL MISSION AT HONG-KONG.

Tag writer of this appeal has had occasion to return to his native land
for a brief period from China, where he has been employed as a medical
missionary, under the aunspices of the London Missionary Society ; ?nd he
now hopes to be able to forward the great object, towards which tie sym-
pathies of many Christians are now directed, of disseminating the blessings
of the Gospel amongst the people of that country, by the publication of
statements to which he earnestly invites the attention of the religious
and benevolent public. y \;

China is venerable for its high antiquity ; and surpasses, in its population
and inhabited territory, every other nation of the earth. It presents features
in its history, government, language, and moral condition peculiarly striking,
commanding on the one hand our admiration and respect, and on the other,
exciting our deepest commiseration and regret. The Ruler of the universe
has placed our country, though so distant, in a remarkable connection, and
no less responsible relation with these teeming millions of the eastern world.
Our commerce with the Chinese commeénced more than two centuries ago,
and is now greater. than at any preceding time, and is increasingly impor-
tant to the manufacturing interests and revenue of Great Britain.

DL






3

effécted, to educate and qualify the natives themselves for the office of evan-
gelists and teachers.

And if a similar agency can be brought into operation to introduce the
practice of a more enlightened system of medicine, and to diffuse it to
others, it requnires no prophetic eye to predict that it would be one of the
most effectnal means of overturning the present erroneous systems, and
substituting in their place the more modern and correct views and practice
of the European schools; this united to the diffusion of Christian truth,
would prove incompatible with the continuance of paganism, superstition,
and error, and increase a hundred-fold the happiness of the people of China. »

The plan now proposed is to commence a permanent establishment of this
kind at the British Colony, to be called, ** The Hong-Kong School of Medi-
cine for the natives of China.”

To show the necessity of such an institution, it may be here mentioned ina
few words, that there is no university, college, or examining board, to educate
or exercise any control over native practitioners, so that their knowledge is
confined to books that were written 2000 years ago, utterly false and absurd
in theory, and ineffective in practice. The true circulation of the blood is
unknown, and all anatomical research discountenanced and forbidden. Sur_
gical operations, exeept of the most trivial kind, are never attempted, and
even diseases of the eye, affecting as they do so large a portion of the native
population, are equally misunderstood and mismanaged.

The importance of the above object will be best shown by mentioning
some of the advantages that would result from its accomplishment. Such
are—the more effectnal and extended relief of the maladies incident to so
large a population,—the gradual introduction and extension of a better system
of medicine, and other useful branches of knowledge,—and the liberalizing
influence of these upon the Chinese mind. Medicine is intimately connected
with many of the natural sciences, which strikingly display the wisdom and
beneficence of the great Creator, and to which the attention of the students
would be carefully direeted. These studies, together with moral and reli-
gious training, will, with the Divine blessing, prove a powerful instrument
of good, by forming a class of men of superior tazlents and acquirements,
well suited to move and remodel the torpid, stereotyped mind of China.

It may be little by little, and step by step, that such a change upon the
ancient customs of the couniry will be accomplished; but this kind of
agency does appear to many to be that which is most likely to attain the
proposed end. To show that the scheme is not a visionary one, it is proper
to state that it has been tried on a small secale, and found successful. A
nrtive assistant is now condueting (with only occasional supervision in im-






5

and they will have great advantage over alien instructors. Speaking the
language fluently, and appearing without the suspicion of bringing dis-
guised evil under the cloak of professed benevolence, they will appeal effec-
tually to the intellects, affections, and consciences of their countrymen.”

Having, as it is hoped, proved that such an institution as is now pro-
posed, is both highly desirable and practicable, difficult and arduous as the
work will be, it only remains to describe briefly the plan of operation, and
what is required to carry it into effect.

The pupils proposed to be entered into this institution, will be from ten
to fifteen in number, or more, if circumstances will admit ; preference being
given to those of good character and ability. They will be admitted from
any private or public school at Hong-Kong, or the five ports. A small
allowance to such as require support will be given monthly, to provide rice
and clothes.

The elements of Physics and Natural Theology, and the different
branches of Medicine, with hospital practice, will be taught in a systematic
course of instruction during a period of three years, Public examinations
will take place annually; and at the last examination a certificate of general
proficieney will be given to those whose attainments are found to be satis-
factory. The greater part, on the termination of their studies, would rea-
dily obtain a sufficient competency to maintain themselves by their prac-
tice; others would be for a time emploved as dressers and assistants in the
Military and Seamen’s Hospitals. And some, it is hoped, imbued with the
spirit and knowledge of Christianity, would be qualified for the honourable
and important work of native missionaries to their countrymen.

During the whole period of instruction, strict regard will be paid to
moral diseipline. No sectarian views will be inculeated ; and as the in-
fluence of caste does not exist, there can be no fear of doing violence to
the prejudices of the people by the introduction of Christian ethics. The
students would therefore be expected to attend morning and evening
prayer, either in the hospital with the patients, or in the family of the resi-
dent medical missionary ; and to the study of the inspired volume.

Such is an outline of the character and objects of the proposed institu-
tion ; and what is now wanted to carry the projeet into effect is, the ap-
pointment of a qualified instructor, and the erection of smitable premises,
and apparatus.

With regard to the first, the London Missionary Society,—which is the
only one that as yet has sent out medical missionaries to China,—has
resolved to appoint another medical missionary to this field, and to support
him out of their funds for this particular duty, provided the expense of the
buildings is defrayed from other sources.


















