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constant flood of immigration into the city, (lasgow would, instead
of continuing a city of progression, be retrogessive in its population.
In England, the rate of births is about 1 in 31 of the population ;
and strange to say that even this figure is influenced by the seasons.
For example, the rate has been found to be higher in the first than
it is in the last two quarters of the year, in the proportion of 34 to
31. If even the lowest rate were applied to this city, it would
give 12,770; but it is quite well known that all manufacturing
towns have more births than the country in general. In Paris,
with a population of 1,053,262, the births were 34,049, in 1853,
of which there were born—

At home—Legitimate,.................. 21,812
Illegitimate, .........c...... 5,864
27,676
In hospitals—Legitimate,............... 1,404
Illegitimate, ............. 4,969
6,373
— 34,049
The whole Legitimate births being............ 23,216
Do. Illegitimate do.  ....eow. 10,833
34,049
But of these * ont of marriage " births, there were—
Acknowledged afterwards, .........cooeeeieeeee 3,012
Not acknowledged,......... weieraeemmaciennsnanen 7,821

10,833

It follows, therefore, that there was, in 1853, 1 birth to every
3093 of the population of Paris, whereas throughout the whole of
France there is only 1 birth to 34'12. It also follows that in the
capital of France, 1 out of every 3-14 of all that are born are ille-
gitimate, whereas throughout the whole of France there is only 1
born out of marriage to 13 who are born in marriage. With
respect to what may be the precise annual number of illegitimate
births in this city, it is impossible to say; but from what has
been already stated by the Registrar-General in England as to such
manufacturing towns as Wigan, &ec., we much fear the amount
here must be very considerable—an amount which presses itself
on the notice of all connected with Parochial Boards, the Police,
Houses of Refuge, and Prisons. In justice to the French capital,
however, it may be observed that the illegitimate births are neces-
sarily swelled by the large public hospitals, which are open not

only to the denizens of Paris, but to the whole inhabitants of the
country. '
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From the foregoing Table, it would appear that last year in oxen
there has been a slight falling off, but when it is remembered that
there is a growing increase in the weight of such animals brought to
this market, it is more than probable that while the numbers are
fewer, the weight slanghtered has been somewhat increased. It will
be remarked, however, that if the oxen are reduced in number, the
sheep have greatly augmented, there being 19,209 more slaughtered
in 1854 than in 1853, and 13,822 more than any one year since
1851. I find also that with respect to the weight of sheep and
lambs, there has been a vast and growing increase of weight,
arising from cross-breeding and higher feeding, which it is not too
much to say will amount to one-fourth more than the average of
ten or twelve years ago. DBesides, there is a greater number of
English, and far fewer black-faced sheep brought to this market
during these latter years, which will account for additional weight
of mutton being consumed. With respect to the diminution of
calves, this is more apparent than real—the greater number of the
unfed calves being carried dead to Glasgow, while the highest fed
veal is brought in that state from Dublin. Although this Table
of cattle slaughtered in our abattoirs gives, therefore, a correct idea
of the quantity of

FRESH BUTCHER MEAT

sold by our fleshers in the city, it by no means affords any notion
of the whole quantity of meat that is consnmed or disposed of in
Glasgow. In 1851, in order to obtain some approximation to this,
I applied to the several officers of the River Trust, railways, and
canals, and after a pretty careful enquiry, found that there were
no less than 19,798 tons of beef, bacon, hams, &ec., brought into the
city through those establishments. That this large quantity has
not, since that period, decreased, I have every reason to believe;
while at this moment the consumpt of fresh and salt butcher
meat in Glasgow, after making all deductions for victualling of
ships, and of supplying the outlying districts of the country, and
even surrounding towns and villages, cannot be less than forty-five
millions of pounds weight annually, or about 113 1bs. to each
inhabitant per annum, and which taken at 6d. per Ib., shows that
the annual eonsumpt of fresh and salted butcher meat in Glasgow
is little short of £1,125,000.
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both here and elsewhere respecting the drunkenness of this city,
founded on the vemy equivocal formula of police returns, and on
the still more deceptive observations either of teetotal abettors, or,
what is worse, of determined detractors. The extent of drinking,
however, as supposed by such individuals, is not to be measured
either by the hundreds of miserable wretches whose faces become
as household gods in our police offices, or by the mistyled statistics
which have been got up for the nonce by those who look upon all
fermented liquors as poison and ruin to all who taste them.
The plain facts are these—that while there are about 250,000
gallons of foreign and colonial spirits, a very small quantity of
wine, and a comparatively (to England) smaller quantity of porter,
ale, and beer, drank throughout the whole breadth and length of
Scotland, there is however, unfortunately, in accordance with the
almost universal taste of the Scottish people, little less than seven
millions of gallons of whisky consumed annually within}the limits
of our northern kingdom.* When this last beverage is measured
by the whole mouths in Scotland who might take or reject it, the
average quantity available for each amounts to 2-4 gallons annually,
or a trifle more than a quarter of a gill per day to every man,
woman, and child in the kingdom. If; therefore, we look at the
consumption of spirits in this diffused light, it certainly does
not appear so great as some imagine, more particularly when it is
recollected that little else of an exhilarating kind is made use of by
the great bulk of the middle and working classes. Limiting, how-
ever, the number of drinkers toa third part of the gross population,
the amount consumed by this third is at once raised to 7-2 gallons
per annum, and which gives a daily consumpt to each consuming
individual of 0'63 parts of a gill—a quantity, also, by no means
prodigious, when the consumpt of porter and beer alone in London
15 remembered, amounting, by a late statement in the Quarterly
Review, * to 1,614,675 barrels, or nearly a thousand millions of
tumblers per annum;” or when the more striking fact is mentioned,
that in Paris, where scarcely a tipsy man is to be seen, it is shown,
by the octrod returns, that on an average each inhabitant consumes
243 gallons of wine, 1:2 of alcohol, 0-3 gills of cider, and 2 gallons

* In 1852 the quantity of whisky consumed in Scotland was 6,841,063 gallons
at proof.

D






_ 5 5 1 + 4 1 = I T [Eiats AEFA
- . n & ; ] i B
ne e ] - B B -
3 - Y [ 11 - - 3 3 T ™ 75 i
L' L3 il 1 n ] & e . a 2 1













31

the general domestic comfort of the City of Glasgow than a careful
consideration of the above statement of the water distribution, and
the appended table of houses with the water accommodation which,
even at the lowest rate of rent, many of them possess. That there
should be 5,957 plunge and shower baths, and 7,480 water-closets
in private houses on the north side of the Clyde alone, is certainly
what no other city in the world can lay claim to, while it is still
more extraordinary to learn that these luxuries are to be found in
not a few houses even at the low annual rent of £5 5s., and that
too for a charge of only six shillings a-year!

So much for the water furnished™o the citizens on the north
side of the Clyde, let us now look at what is done by the Gorbals
Gravitation Company for the inhabitants on the south side of the
river. From a return with which I have just been favoured by
the Secretary, I find that the average daily twenty-four hours' con-
sumpt, during 1854, was 527,389 cubic feet, or 3,296,181 gallons,
of which 175,796 cubic feet is applicable to Railways, Manufac-
tories, Cattle, &c., leaving 351,593 cubic feet for domestic
purposes, which for a population of 80,000 persons (the popu-
lation which this Company at present supplies) is about 27
gallons for each individual daily. The following is a note, as nearly
as it can be ascertained, of the number of baths supplied by the
(Gorbals Company :—

Number of houses having Plunge Baths, ares Bl oy D
- < »»  Shower Baths, 356
7 -~ s Water-Closets, s P . 676

=, of Water-Closets common to the oceupants of more
houses than one, 134

Adding then together the water supplied by both companies, it
will be found that the daily supply sent into Glasgow and its
suburbs, amounts to about 15,300,000 gallons, and what is still
more remarkable, that there exists within the boundaries of the
City, no fewer than 6,638 plunge and shower baths, and 12,114
water-closets in private houses.

If the quantity of water sent in by the two Companies which at
present supply Glasgow, be to the extent I have indicated, then
it is quite certain that there is not a capital in the world
where a greater consumpt or a greater waste of this first
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hoped, however, by going to another and a better source, that that
last objection may be obviated. From the figures now presented
of past and present consumpt of water in Glasgow, it appears quite
plain that the supply of the city is becoming more and more
onerous, the increase in the course of even four years being 3,300,000
gallons—an increase, be it remembered, far greater than the in-
crease of population, although this consumpt, perhaps, may have
been accelerated during the past twelvemonth by the presence
of cholera.

If the city has thus exhibited a growing demand for water, it has
likewise exemplified an increasing taste for light. It is only thirty-
seven years since the first Gas Company was formed in Glasgow,
the town previous to that period being dependant, like all other
places, on o0il or candle. @ The increase in the use of this
economical agent, and which called for the establishment of
another Company in 1843, has of late years been prodigious. In
1840, for example, the quantity of

GAS

consumed in Glasgow and its suburbs was only 173 millions of
cubic feet, whereas during the years 1849-50 it was 450 millions,
while during the years 1853-54 it reached the enormous consumpt
of nearly 589 millions of cubic feet, which shows a per centage of
increase on the first nine years of 160, and on the last five years
of 130. When it is considered that this now great necessary of
life is obtained from our own soil and from our own neighbourhood,
perhaps the cost will be less grudged. From all I can learn
the average cost to all consumers may be fairly stated at 4s. per
1,000 cubic feet, and which, at the present rate of consumpt, will
amount annually to £117,800.%

Ad:mncing as the City has been in varions social and domestic
Inxuries -:im_'mg the last fifty years, there is one which, within a
very short time, has made a prodigious stride, and that is the use,

* The number of street lamps lighted by the police in 1854, within the city and
suburbs, amounted to 7,500,
I
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illustrative of our present position and past progress. And first,
let us turn to the

CUSTOM DUTIES AND REGISTERED SHIPS.

The following is the amount collected at this port, and of the ships
(Glasgow property) registered at seven different periods during
the present century.

Vears, Duties, ’;ﬂj‘p;’_’ Tonnage.
Jan, 5, 1801 £469 13 6. - —

= 1812 3124 2 ‘d J5 2,620
> 1820 | 11000 6 9 | 85 6.604
» 1830 | 5901317 3 | 233 40,978
o 1840 468,974 12 2 | 351 71,878
" 1850 640,568 7 8§ | 507 137,909
i 1855 668,556 9 4 | 601 192,895

When the last years' customs’ duties are compared with its pre-
decessor, it will be found that the receipts have dimished £20,045
14s. 4d.; but this falling off may be accounted for by the reduction
which took place in April last, upon the duties on tea, and from
the refining of sugar in bond without payment of duty. With
respect to the registered ships, there is an increase of these
over 1853 of 40 vessels, and 10,000 tons. It will be observed
from the above chronological account of the Custom-housge revenues
of Glasgow, that while there was almost nothing drawn at the
commencement of the century, still, in little more than fifty years,
they have progressively increased until they have reached £668,556,
and that while there was not one registered ship belonging to this
port in 1801, there are now no fewer than 601, with a tonnage of
192,895. Considering the numerous reductions which Free Trade
measures made on the customs tariff, it is marvellous that such an
amount should still be collected in this city.

Let us next refer to the progressive rise and present position of

THE RIVER AND HARBOUR,

which may be justly said to have contributed in the greatest
degree to the importance and prosperity of Glasgow, and certainly
have been the chief causes of attraction to the vast population
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STEAMBOAT BUILDING AND MARINE ENGINE MAKING

connected with the Clyde. From the first start of the little Comet
in 1812, till 1820, there were at the most only one or two river
steamers launched yearly, and of a tonnage so small as scarcely to
be worth notice, at least when considering an industry such as that
to which steamboat building has since attained. About that period,
however, this manufacture got a new impulse, and began at once
fairly to develop itself; and the following Table will best illus-
trate its progress from that time till 1853 :—

Year. H{:J::‘fh E"{.’;ﬂ“’ Tuns ench Year. E’ﬁ'ﬂ_"
1821 6 792
1822 4 337
1823 = L
1824 3 175
1825 3 16 305 1609
1626 1 1332
1827 — —
1828 3 124
1829 4 595
1830 4 09 540 92591
1831 P 194
1832 6 728
1833 3 306
1834 10 1837
1835 20 41 3528 6593
1836 iy 2078
1837 8 2023
1838 11 2010
1839 10 1845
1840 11 53 3074 11030
1841 g 7768
1842 7 1 1973
1843 5 1157
1844 12 3038
1845 9 35 576 14512
36,335
1846 17 125
1847 2% | 1%&53
1848 34 12409
1849 23 11798
1850 32 | 132 18604 66985
i
1851 42 27724 St
1852 78 52045
1853 86 | 206 61044 141,713
i 244,983
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Scotland ; and although this great staple is but of modern origin
in this district of the country, it has, during the course of the last
few years in particular, attained a position among the manufactures
of this city altogether marvellous. So recent even as the year
1830, there were only 16 blast furnaces around Glasgow, each pro-
ducing an average of 2,500 tons of pig iron per annum, or a total
of 40,000 tons; whereas, during the year 1854, there were 116
furnaces in blast, the vast majority of which are connected with
the city, each producing an average of 6,500 tons, or a total of
754,000 tons. Taking the average price during the last year as at
79s. 8d., the gross value of the industry amounted to three millions
of pounds. With respect to the manufacture of malleable iron
in Scotland, that is even of more recent date; for although it was
at a somewhat remote period unsuccessfully attempted at Wilson-
town, it was not really till 1839 that it may be said to have heen
carried on in Scotland to any great extent, while no note of the
quantity made appears to have been kept till 1845, when the pro-
duction was estimated at 35,000 tons. During the past year the
manufacture of malleable iron reached 110,000 tons, being even
10,000 tons less than the preceding year. The present annual
value of this manufacture is £1,110,000.

During these four years bypast, there has, on the whole, been an

mecrease of our
COTTON MANUFACTURES,

some pretty extensive new factories having been lately erected,
although a few have also, unfortunately, been consumed by fire.
In 1850, the number of spindles employed in cotton-spinning con-
nected with, or dependent on Glasgow amounted to 1,683,093, and
the cotton consumed amounted to about 45 millions of pounds, or
120,000 bales. At present the consumpt does not appear to be
much above 1,900 bales per week. The number of power-looms
in 1850 belonging to or connected with the city were 23,564, and
produced the daily average of 625,000 yards of cloth; at this
moment, there are about 26 or 27,000 power looms, and conse-
quently the daily produce must be considerably greater. The
number of persons employed in the cotton factories throughout
Scotland, and which are all connected with this city, in 1850, were
8,797 males, and 27,528 females; total, 36,325; while the moving
power was—steam, 71,005; water, 2,842,
e
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put down as “Drunk and Disorderly,” in 1849 and 1853, there
appears to be a diminution in favour of the latter of males
of 1,073, and of females of 311 ; while under the category
of “ Drunk and Incapable,” there is an apparent increase of 1,727
males, and of fifty-eight females, for the year 1853 : the whole
increase in both categories of drunkenness being—in males, 654;
and the whole decrease in females, 253. The cost to the com-
munity of the criminal portion of the city police, in 1849, was
£24,816 19s. 2d., whereas, in 1853, it was £26,085 17s. 3d., being
an addition, in four years, of £1,268 18s. 1d.; while the fines
recovered were, in 1849, £3,583 1s. 4d., and in 1853, £3,708 13s.
9d., being an addition in favour of the latter of £125 12s. 5d.

Let us next turn to the
PRISONS

of our City and see the movement of these establishments at pre-
sent and four years ago. The following was the state of the

prisons of Glasgow on the 30th June of the years 1850 and 1854
respectively :—

1849-50. | 1853-54,

Males |Females. Total, Lln‘lu. Females.,| Total,

Number of Criminal Prisoners (Male _
and Fema.la&m confinement, 1st July, :
1849 and 1853 470 | 285 | 765 | 316 | 250 | 565
Number received during 3ear endmg
30th June, 1850 and 1854, ... - | 2649 | 1572 | 4121 | 2353 | 1291 | 3644

Total number in Confinement, . | 3019 | 1857 | 4876 | 2668 | 1541 | 4209

Average daily Number, - | 418 | 289 | TIT | 328 | 246 | 574

Number of Civil Prisoners on lst July,

1849 and 1853, . 17 1 18 12 | — 12
Number received during jem 1850
and 1854, ending 10th June,... 183 11 | 194 | 148 9 157
Total number in Confinement, .| 200 12 212 160 |. 8 169
Average number of Debtors, ... | 15 1 16 17 | — 17
Total Number who have pmed l
4378

through Prison, .. - | 3219 | 1869 | 5088 | 2828

Average cost per head in 1850, £14 6 63; in 1854, £17 0 10
i Earnings ,, 4 26 7} 2 214 5

——— —

Nett Cost per Head, £11 19 114 £14 6 5
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rescuing from ruin and for bringing those who may have only taken
their first step in the career of idleness and vice, back to the path
of industry and virtue. And the first of these, calling for special
notice, are—

THE HOUSES OF REFUGE,

—the best conducted of all Asylums in the country, where the
tender offspring of degraded parents, brought up in idleness and
vice, and exposed to the erying necessities of hunger, and thereby
easily induced to enter on a career of crime, have found instruction
and a home, and where a few, at least, of the many children,
rather of misfortune than of vice, have been arrested in their
criminal course, and have been thus saved from that cruelest of all
woes—that of becoming, through the punishment of a prison,
additional victims of that melancholy mass of * dishonoured ones,”
whom the conduct of a cold and unpitying world renders utterly
irreclaimable.  Of these houses there is one for boys and another
for girls. In the former, there were 229 boys on the 1st.J anuary,
1854, 36 having been admitted during the past twelvemonths,
and 43 having left the establishment. Of these 43, 25 were, at
different periods of the year, sent to situations or otherwise disposed
of; 5 went away irregularly, 3 died, and ten were sent to Canada.,
Touching what the future conduet of these 40 may be, it is as yet
impossible to say ; but if they only follow the course of those who
have preceded them, there is little doubt about the result. The
Directors state, in their last year's Report, that as far as they could
trace the history of the 126 who left the establishment during the
last three years, 92 are doing well, 11 tolerably, 12 cannot be traced
out, 5 died, and 6 have turned out bad. It appears also that of those
sent regularly out of the house, only two cases have fallen into
Fhe hands of justice, and even of these two, one has already enlisted
into the army, and the other has done well for the last six months.
In short, the great majority have become good and useful members
of society. The following are some of their occupations, viz.—19
sailors, 2 soldiers, 11 tailors, 13 shoemakers, 11 farmers, 2 mecha-
nicg, 3 ironfounders and moulders, 4 smiths, 5 message boys, 3
shop-boys, 3 brassfounders, 1 baker, 1 carver and gilder, 1 .:)ﬂ‘i;e_
boy, and three carters. Tt is, perhaps, worthy of recollection that
three of the sailor lads, saved from ruin in this House of Refuge
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of its inmates have come direct from prison—a small number
convicted for therfirst time having been sent by the Magistrates,
as a reformatory measure, and not without success. Many of the
women have been a year, and some two years, in the house. The
establishment is under the care and patronage of the Glasgow
Ladies’ Association for Visiting the Female House of Refuge,
North Prison, Infirmary, &c.; and from the report it appears that
the inmates *live together in peace, and that every thing is con-
ducted with the quietness and regularity of a private family.”
Several of those who have resided in the Shelter have already got
situations; and of these a great majority are doing well.

The last of the philanthropic Institutions to which I would
refer connected with juvenile vagrancy and delinquency, are the

INDUSTRIAL AND RAGGED SCHOOLS,

which have been in operation in this city since March, 1847, and
which have proved themselves to be * an economical and efficacions
method of relieving destitution, and preventing the growth of crime.”
The following is the present state of these establishments :—

In the School at 31st Dec., 1853, 155 boys, 85 girls.
Admitted during 1854, ... 118 56
274 141

_ Left during 1854, ... 161 boys 75 girls
Remaining at 31st Dec., 1854, ... 113 G6
274 141

Those who left the school are accounted for as follows —

Employment was found for 49 boys and 27 girls.

Removed or sent home to friends, ; 23 46
Deserted from School, ... 85 1
Died, 4 1
Remaining on Roll 31st Dec., 1854, .., 113 66

274 141

Of those remaining in School :—

Are natives of Scotland, ...

; i 100 boys 53 girls,
" England, ... 3 h 1
2 Il"ﬂhmlfl, A P Wik o s 10 Il?,,-

—

113 66
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Comparative cost per head of the Out-door Poor on roll for year
ended 31st December, 1854, exclusive of expenses of manage-
ment i—

Parish of Govan, ... e &D16 2
Do.  Glasgow (year ended lst August) 6 1.3
Do. Barony, ... : 310 8
Do. Gorbals, ... 27 8

Comparative cost per head of Orphans, including clothing and
school fees :—

Parish of Govan, ... .. £619 6
Do. Barony, ... o 614 0
Do. Glasgow, ... L B
Do. Gorbals, ... 4 0 0

Number of casual Poor receiving Relief during the past five
years :—

1850. 1851. 1852, 1853. 1854,
Glasgow,, G158 5408 2428 1711 1809
Barony ... 4859 ald4 2908 1949 1907
(Govan..... T 1288 1385 1373 1694
Grorbals... 273 346 d84 262 166

Feeling, as I honestly confess I have always done, that man in
every position of life in which Providence may have cast his lot,
must needs have some sphere of excitement or amusement, I can-
not well sympathise with the sweeping attempt lately made by
certain parties in power to put down every species of entertain-
ment calculated particularly for the delectation of the lower classes
—coarse and vulgar thongh that has sometimes been, and must ever
be. I am, however, delighted to think that, amid this rather ques-
tionable proceedure, there are other parties who, knowing the
universal call of a common humanity for something more than
purely intellectual occupation, have wisely attempted to discover
some more worthy stimulants than what in their opinion are gene-
rally afforded throughout the city, and who, assuredly, have, in
gome degree, succeeded in their benevolent and philanthropic
object, by opening up museums, gardens, &c., at a small payment
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THE GLASGOW MORTALITY BILIL,

FOR 1854.

Estimated Population for the City and Suburbs, 396,000.
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Carry forward, 12,322 17,364
TABLE 1V.
Procrasmarions oF MarrIAGE IN THE COiry AND Sunurss 1N 1854.
| BEEJ; P;ir' Males. | Females | Totalin | Total in
Parish. only, only. 1854, 1853,
In City Parish, 1,498 145 164 1,807 1,677
In Barony Parish, . 1,361 195 183 1,739 1,639
In Gorbals Parish, . | 695 86 47 828 750
In Govan Parish, 195 58 35 288 282
Total in 1854, . 4,662 4,348
Total in 1853, . . 4,348
Increase in 1854, . —Tﬂ?













